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Dear Parents/Carers 

This has been an incredibly busy week which started on Monday with the BBC setting up camp for the day.  I 
would like to thank all of you who have sent in emails of support and have shared and liked our social media 
posts, it really does mean a lot to myself and Miss Loj.  The campaign is continuing behind the scenes with 
further meetings with the media and I will update you as soon as I hear any news.  Hopefully, all our efforts will 
lead to the overturning of this decision.   

Our bronze Duke of Edinburgh trekkers had a great day out on Saturday and came back suitably tired and 
grubby!  Our LRC Manager who supports the  Duke of Edinburgh trips, quoted how incredibly proud she was of 
our students, they did not complain, worked really well in their teams and even surprised the leaders with their 
behaviour and organisation!  They socialised really well together, were up at the crack of dawn quietly packing 
up and we managed to leave on time, which is definitely a first!  Well done for representing yourselves and 
your school so beautifully. 

Finally, GCSE examinations are all finished!  We have celebrated this week with the Year 11 leavers’ assembly 
on Tuesday, followed by the Prom on Thursday.  The students were able to say goodbye and to let their hair 
down.  They had an amazing time and all looked fantastic at the Prom.  It was without doubt the best prom that 
I have attended in the last 15 years.  The venue itself, Easthampstead Park Conference Centre (EPCC), was a 
perfect setting and the positive attitude and manner in which the students interacted from the moment they 
arrived was incredibly impressive.  So much so that they staff at EPCC said that they were the best group of 
students they have ever hosted.   

The beginning of the week saw the Transition day for Post 16 and all of the students who visited us thoroughly 
enjoyed the presentation given by Mr Duffy.  We had some really great feedback.  The students were able to 
get to know the Sixth Form and the staff who will be involved with them.  It was the biggest turn out that we 
have ever had at Post 16 as students really understand the high quality education that they will receive with us. 

Wednesday saw our Year 10s having a break from their Pre Public Exams examinations to undergo some 
interviews of their own.  A range of people from various backgrounds visited the school and very kindly 
interviewed students.  We tried very hard to match students to their preferred career path.  The visitors were 
extremely impressed with how mature and presentable our Year 10s were.  The students seemed to really 
appreciate the event and were very excited by the opportunity it gave them.  They also looked incredibly 
professional and were real ambassadors for #TeamBrakenhale. 

Next week, we have a number of events taking place.  On Monday, we are holding an Art, Photography and 
Technology exhibition after school so please come along.  Students have been working hard putting together 
some great pieces of work for display in the main hall.   

On Tuesday we are holding a meeting about the World Challenge and any parents of students who are 
interested are invited to attend. 

Wednesday and Thursday we will be holding our transition days for our Year 6 students who will be joining us 
in September.  This will allow the students to get a feel of the school and take part in various activities.  Their 
new tutors will be available to talk to them and this will enable them to allay some of their fears.  On both 
evenings we will be holding a parents evening to allow our new parents to come in and chat through any 
concerns that they may have. 

Our Golden ticket last week was another great success and the final total of tickets issued was 1491 which is 
fantastic.  Students please keep this great stuff up! 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 29th June 2018 
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What’s on next week 

Saturday 30th June Duke of Edinburgh Silver Assessment 

Monday 2nd July Art, Photography & Technology Exhibition 
Year 8 End of Year Exams start 

Wednesday 4th and Thursday 
5th July 

Year 6 Transition Days and Parents’ Evenings 

Friday 6th July Charity Football Match 

 

 

Positive Recognition 

We were delighted to have given out almost 1500 Golden Tickets.  #teambrakenhale #positiverecognition 

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher  

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Total 

369 200 305 381 111 125 1491 
 

 

Drab and fab comments this week are: 

Fab: 

• Student voice of year 7 students stated ‘we feel safe – the nurse is good and the teachers are supportive, 
we like English for the fast recall tests, Music is great! The Bridge and SSC are very good.’ 

• Massive thanks and great idea to allow students some relief from the predicted hot weather next week with 
relaxed uniform rules – I’m sure the students will really appreciate this. 

Drab: 

No comments were received this week. 

Staff member of the week is: 

Miss Danset-Sales - because she has helped me to revise for my French exam but also gave me the confidence 
boost to be proud of myself no matter what the end result is.  Thank you Miss Danset-Sales, you are a real 
credit to Modern Foreign Languages. 

Student of the week goes to: 

Archie Kumar – for being a great ambassador of Brakenhale School.  Archie took part in the BBC filming on 
Monday and then spoke passionately to parents of Year 5 students about the work he is doing in school. 

The motivational quote for next week:  

‘Good, better, best.  Never let it rest.  ‘Til your good is better and your better is best.’ 

Finally, can I please remind parents and students to be courteous when parking, arriving and leaving school.  
We have had feedback from the Community centre about parents parking there.  Unfortunately, we are not 
allowed to use the Community centre to park in.   

My best wishes 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 
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Year 10 Mock Interviews 

Thank you so much to all the volunteer interviewers from local companies 

who came into school on Wednesday to conduct mock interviews with our 

Year 10 students. 

Mrs Forde, Administator 

 

 

Parking 

We’ve had a number of complaints from residents in Rectory Close 
regarding parking at the end of the day and there have been some 
heated exchanges. Please can we ask that you respect the surrounding 
community, do not block drives or pavements and try to spend as little 
time as possible waiting for your son or daughter. The building works 
have put pressure on the roads on the Eastern side of the school site 
and we want to maintain positive relationships with all members of the 
local community 

Many thanks for your support in this matter 

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher  

 

Attendance 

Please find below our attendance figures for last week and the Year to date. 

               

 

Miss Shill, Attendance Officer  
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Farewell Year 11 

 

Year 11 students collected their Leaver Hoodies on Friday following one of 
their last exams.  These bespoke hoodies are a great (and colourful) way of 
commemorating their five years at Brakenhale since Year 7. 

This was followed by their Leavers’ Assembly on Tuesday It was really lovely 
to see so many parents and staff there to celebrate the achievements of the 
year group and sign shirts. 

Finally the highlight of the Year, the Year 11 Prom, took place last night in the 
stunning setting of Easthampstead Park.  The Year 11 students did 
themselves proud and all looked fantastic in their beautiful dresses and sharp 
suits.  It was a wonderful evening that the students enjoyed tremendously, 
and we know they appreciated the chance to say a few more goodbyes, and 
celebrate the end of their GCSEs.  Little touches like the sweet stall and 
‘2018’ balloons made it a memorable night. 

We would like to remind you that donations of school uniform including PE 
kit, ties and house badges would be gratefully received and can be left at 
main reception. 

 

Mr Benson, Head of Year 

Mrs Duddy, Assistant Head of Year 

Mr Gibson, Deputy Headteacher 
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Dance News 

 

Professional dancer Harlan Rust delivered a series of 
dance workshops last Thursday and Friday for Year 7 
and 8 boys, Year 9 and 10 exam groups and our Sixth 
Form Dance students. The workshops included a 
range of physically demanding work that students 
worked hard to master and explore. Feedback from 
the students was really positive and we hope Harlan 
will return to work with the department next year. He 
sent us the following feedback - 

‘I had such an amazing two days with the students 
from Brakenhale School. The students’ commitment 
and vigor in tackling new and challenging tasks was 
incredible and there are certainly some future 
dancers walking these halls’  
- Harlan Rust (Professional Dance artist) 

Miss Haley, Head of Dance and Drama 

 

 

Maths Day 

 

10 Year 8 students went to Guildford County School on Thursday for a 
day of Maths.  

Workshops included mathemagics and crypto maths and their exemplary 
behaviour was only outshone by their total focus and engagement 
throughout the day!  

I was so proud to be attached to such an inspiring group of young people - a very proud day! 

Mrs Harbour, Maths Teacher 

 

 

Next School Show 

 

We are delighted to be holding auditions 
next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday for 
our next school show, We Will Rock You.   

If you are interested in taking part, please 
come to Drama between 3.05pm and 4.15pm 
to sign up. 
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End of Year Events 

 

Art, Photography & Technology Exhibition 

Monday 2nd July 

The work from Years 11, 12 and 13 from Art and Photography 
(plus Product Design) will be on display for one evening ONLY 
next Monday from 4.30 to 7pm.  Please come and have a look. 

 

 

 

 

Dance Show 

Monday 9th July 

The Dance Department would like to proudly present their end of year 
show Shadows. The evening will include work from our dance clubs 
and companies including The Mini's, AURORA, Dark Matter, Free Fall 
and our all new Year 7 Boys Group - Boys in Motion. Students from 
Year 10 will be performing their own choreography and performance 
pieces from the year. Year 12 and 13 will perform a range of works 
including repertoire pieces and choreography created through their 
work with external professionals. This will be our Year 13 students 
farewell performance before they continue their studies in 
Dance/Performing Arts at their chosen vocational schools and 
Universities. 

 

 

 

 

Drama Sharing: Variety Show 

Monday 16th July 

Please join us for an informal sharing of student work from our 

extracurricular Drama clubs. The evening will include a range of 

different scenes and songs from musicals and plays, all selected 

and created by students from Years 7 to 12. As part of the 

evening the Year 7 Drama club will present their exploration of 

Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. Expect lots of variety and fun 

performances. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition 

 

We took 30 students on their Bronze Assessed expedition at the weekend and it is the most successful expedition 
we have had. The expedition staff and assessor were extremely complimentary of our students and the specifics 
mentioned include: 

 General resilience  

 How students tackled the physical demands of the walking  

 Very impressive camp craft 

 Cooking good meals - the hot dogs were an instructor favourite 

 How well behaved and respectful the students were in the evening and morning  

 Other campsite conduct 

 A speedy strike down of camp in the morning - so impressive as it is so rare for all groups to leave on time 

 Despite a few errors in navigation, students could identify where they went wrong and remained upbeat 
despite challenging walking areas 

We have never been prouder to announce that all 30 have passed their Assessed expedition and we both hope 
that every single one of them consider applying to undertake their silver award with Brakenhale next year.  

We would like to say a huge thank you to parents as well. You have supported the students brilliantly, taken them 
to and from expeditions, encouraged them to complete their other sections, bought necessary kit and taken them 
food shopping last minute when they’ve surprised you with bits they have to get. 

Highlights of this weekend for us include the enjoyment the students had without their phones, playing games in 
the woods and sitting around a campfire, cementing friendships and supporting each other in times of challenge 
and surprising themselves in their accomplishments. 

Congratulations to all! 

Mr Hicks, Duke of Edinburgh Manager  Mrs Daniels, Duke of Edinburgh Leader 
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Building Update 

Work continues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRAKENHALE NEW BUILD FUNDRAISING PROJECT 

 

We need your help to raise a further £49,485 - needed by September 2019!!!!!    

 

Drill Auction 

We were generously donated eight brand new ‘18V FATMAX BRUSHLESS COMBI DRILLs (2.0AH 
BATTERIES, FAST CHARGER BATTERY LIFE INDICATOR, CARRYING CASE) by Stanley’ by a 
company through one of our parents. 

For details about the drills please click on the link: https://www.amazon.co.uk/ 

You will see that the usual retail price of each drill is between approximately £130 to £150. 

 

We are prepared to give them to the eight highest bidders over £100 by Friday 20th 
July. Please e-mail your bids to me at fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

Your money will go directly towards buying equipment, furniture and fittings for the 
new building and the eight buyers will be invited to a fundraisers’ reception before 
the building is officially opened. 

Thank you, in advance for your support. 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk   

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stanley/b/ref=bl_dp_s_web_1639711031?ie=UTF8&node=1639711031&field-lbr_brands_browse-bin=Stanley
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B06XS14DH8/ref=asc_df_B06XS14DH853093311/?tag=googshopuk-21&creative=22122&creativeASIN=B06XS14DH8&linkCode=df0&hvadid=256502455094&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14024107468191978050&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046102&hvtargid=pla-440974498502
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
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PE News 

 

This has been another busy and very hot week for the PE department.  

Just a reminder if this nice weather continues, please bring water bottles out to PE lessons and bring in 
appropriate kit (i.e. shorts and skorts and not leggings and jumpers) 

Athlete of the week  

This week we had a tough decision deciding who was going to be athlete of the week. Of the 3 students in 
contention we couldn't decide who to give it to so we decided to give it to 3.  

 Emma Warner - for winning her Javelin throw at Edgbarrow and an excellent performance in 300m.  

 Jay James - for his performance in the Year 10 cricket game. Jay was the only Year 8 to play and he took 3 
wickets and was not out in bat. 

 Callum Harding - for coming second in javelin in his first ever competition representing Brakenhale. 

Well done to all of them. 

Fixtures for next week  

 Thursday 5th July: Year 7 and 8 Rounders v Garth @ Brakenhale  
District Athletics for 4 students who made it through to the county round.  

 Friday 6th July:  Football Staff v Students  

 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
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Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission: Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  

and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

Round-Up (22nd to 28th June) 

You think we are doing great at the following things at Brakenhale: 

 Year 7 Student voice stated that "we feel safe - the nurse is good and the teachers are supportive". 

 Year 7 Student voice stated "We like English for the low level tests for fact recall - stand up answer 
game."  Well done English Department. 

 Year 7 Student voice stated, "Music is great!" 

 Year 7 Student voice stated, "the bridge and SSC are very good!" 

 The whole maths department has been very supportive whilst my toe/foot has been healing.  They 
have brought news, resources, tests, new books downstairs and given me lifts home. 

 Massive thanks and great idea to allow students some relief from the predicted hot weather next week 
with relaxed uniform rules -I’m sure the students will really appreciate this :) 

 

 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school lottery.  We 

are looking to increase new members each month, so if you have not 

signed up yet now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize (approximately 

£20 depending on participants, which increases the more members we 

have). Plus you have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it. 

 

 

  

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
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Activities, Clubs and Information 
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Current Vacancies 

 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 

Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Design & Technology Technician 

 Nurture Group Lead 

 History Teacher 

 Graduates: English, Maths, Art, History 
Business & IT 
 

We are currently seeking to recruit a number of Cleaning Operative to be based at our 

contracts in schools and local government buildings in Bracknell, Berkshire. The successful 

Cleaning Operatives will be required to work with other team members to ensure our 

clients premises are cleaned to the highest standard.  

There are a variety of cleaning shifts available – from 6am – 8am and between 3.30pm – 8.00pm  

The key responsibilities for the Cleaning Operative will include: 

• Ensure that our clients premises are cleaned to a high standard. 
• Vacuuming, dusting and mopping  
• Emptying bins and removing litter 
• Any other reasonable task requested by a member of the supervisory/management team 

The successful applicant will have: 

• Previous experience in a customer facing cleaning role  
• Awareness of health and safety issues 
• Ability to work unsupervised 

A DBS certificate is required for this position.  Hourly Rate - £8.00 per hour. 

This represents a great opportunity to join a fast-growing business and develop your experience further. So, if 

you would like to join our rapidly expanding team and be part of their future success then apply today. 

For further information and an early interview - Please contact Jackie on 07562 989015. 

 

 

 

Future Diary Dates 

Monday 9th July Big Book Look Week 
Year 7 End of Year Exams start 
End of Year Dance Show 

Wednesday 11th July Sports Day 

Thursday 12th July Music Show 

Monday 16th July Variety Show 

Wednesday 18th July Summer Awards Evening 

Friday 20th July Last day of summer term for students 

Thursday 16th August GCE Results Day: Year 13 at 9am, Year 12 at 11am (Sixth Form) 

Thursday 23rd August GCSE Results Day: Year 11 at 9am, Year 10 at 10am (Main Hall) 

 

  

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
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Easy Fundraising! 

Don’t forget to shop through www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 
effortlessly help raise money for the school! 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2017-18 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Term dates for students:  
Monday 16th April to Friday 20th July 

Inset Day: Monday 23rd July 

Summer Half Term - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 

Summer Holiday for students – Monday 23rd July to Tuesday 4th September 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 

Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 

(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 

Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 

(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 

 

 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
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Advance Notice 

 

Term Dates – 2019/2020 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 

Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 Inset Days 

Wednesday 4th September – Thursday 19th December 2019 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 2019 

Christmas Holiday: Thursday 19th  December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020 

 

 

SPRING TERM 20120 

 

Monday 6th January – Friday 3rd April 2020 

Spring Half Term - Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020 

Spring Holiday: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020 

(Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th April) 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

 

Monday 20th April – Friday 17th July 2020 

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2020 Inset Days 

Summer Half Term - Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 

Summer Holiday: starts on Friday 17th July 2020 

 

 

INSET Days  Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

   Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2020 

   1 Inset Day to be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

