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Dear Parents/Carers 

All of our GCSE and A level exams have now started in earnest.  The students have been working extremely hard to reach 
this point and we wish them all the very best in the weeks ahead.  Staff have been running after school revision and 
weekend sessions to support students. Next week the Maths department are holding revision classes until 7.30pm for any 
last minute support that is needed. The bananas, flapjacks and water have been arriving by the box load to make sure that 
students have eaten enough to get them through the examination itself. Our anxiety specialist has been on hand this week 
running more sessions for students who need extra help in developing calming strategies. It really is a #teambrakenhale 
effort!  
 
On the same ‘team note sentiment’ a huge thankyou to everyone who turned out to support the Bracknell half marathon 
and a special mention to Mr Hartley, Mr Thomas and Mr Jackson Sankey who ran the race!!  
 
This week we successfully appointed three very high calibre staff to join us in September.  Ms Ioannidis will join the English 
department, Mr Hilton who will be joining us as a Humanities teacher and Head of Year and Mrs Faluyi who will join the 
Art department. At a time when recruitment nationally is in a very difficult position we are extremely lucky to be able to 
attract, retain and recruit specialist experienced teachers.  In addition we have also made some internal appointments 
with  
Mrs Raby and Miss Turner taking on Assistant Head of Year positions from September. 
 
Drab comments and action taken this week include: 

 ‘We don’t have enough time for lunch and break.’ 
We do recognise that timings are tight and we have now developed a plan to offer a longer break and lunch period as soon 
as the examinations are over.  
 

 “There is not enough space to move outside through the new makeshift corridor down the steps towards the 
courts” 

I absolutely recognise this and as a result I met with the builders on Tuesday and today they have reorganised some fencing 
and gates to create a new additional walkway behind the dance studio running parallel to the car park”  
 
Please do continue to feedback both drab and fab comments as it helps us to improve  
 
Staff member of the week goes to Miss Loj.  Some of the comments include: 
‘For being fab!’ 
‘She makes or lessons really engaging and it must take her a lot of time we shouldn’t ever take for granted.’ 
 
Our students of the week are: 
Hope Jones Year 9 and Rosie Pearce Year 10 for their continued perseverance despite having some difficult health issues.  
We are very proud of you. 
 
Our motivational quote for next week is ‘It always seems impossible until it’s done.’ 
 
Next week we are holding a meeting on Wednesday 23rd May to discuss the Isle of Wight trip so if your child is involved 
please come along to the meeting.   
 
Friday will be the last day before half term and a much needed rest.  Please can you remind your children to stay away 
from the site unless they are coming in for revision sessions.  If they are attending revision sessions they must stay outside 
of all building fences that have been erected for the safety of the staff and students. 
 
Hope you all enjoy the weekend and the Royal Wedding and/or FA cup final! 
 

Best wishes 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 
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What’s on next week 

Wednesday 23rd May Isle of Wight meeting, 6.30pm 

 

Year 11 Half Term Revision Sessions 

The following sessions will be running over half term.  The exams will be in full swing and these booster sessions 

will really help students prepare for the examinations after half term. 

Date Time Subject Room 

Tuesday 29th May All Day Geography  
with Mr Mullett, Mr Cooper and Miss Byers 

G01/G02/G03 

Wednesday 30th May 10am – 1pm English 
with Miss Cresswell for those aiming for grades 7/8/9 

C14 

10am – 1pm Maths  
with Mr Dean for those aiming at grades 4-5 

SF14 

1.30pm – 4pm Maths  
with Mr Dean for those aiming at grades 7/8/9 

SF14 

Thursday 31st May 10am – 1pm English  
with Mr Anderson targeting grades 4/5/6 

C23 

All Day Music  
with Mr Duffy  

C01 

Friday 1st June 9am – 12pm GCSE Business  
with Miss Morgan and Mr Bell 

B15/B16 

1pm – 4pm GCSE Economics 
with Miss Morgan 

B15 

1pm – 4pm BTEC Business  
with Mr Bell 

B16 

10am – 2pm Maths  
with Mr Hicks 

SF11 

Saturday 2nd June 9am – 12pm History  
with Mr Hartley and Mr Benson (open to all students) 

G01/CR3 

 

Extra-Curricular Dance 
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Spare Uniform, Lost Property and Water Bottles 

Donating Old/Spare Uniform 

Year 11 students will be having their leaver’s assembly at the end of June and as we always find old uniform 
useful we would be extremely grateful for any items parents would like to donate, for example; blazers, skirts, 
ties and house badges.  Equally, if your child has outgrown their uniform and there are no siblings to pass it on to, 
please consider bringing it into us.  This really does make a difference to the school and we thank you in advance 
for any donations. 

Lost Property  

We are again accumulating a large quantity of lost property, including uniform, coats, hoodies, 
jewellery, keys and water bottles.   

Don’t forget that if your items are named then we can easily return them to their owner. 

Water Bottles 

With the warmer weather could we please remind you that students need to have a NAMED re-usable 
water bottle.  We are unable to provide single use cups for water during the hot weather for students.  
Any lost or unclaimed bottles will be taken to the Head of Year Office, along with all lost property. 

Many Thanks 

Mrs McCrorie, Curriculum Support Assistant   

 

Clothes Recycling 

Please note that we are currently unable to take in clothes for recycling due to the rebuild and lack of space to 
store them. 
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Bracknell Lexicon Half Marathon 

A huge thank you to everyone who turned out last Sunday to support the Bracknell Half- Marathon, this included 
members of the PTA, staff, governors, students and parents. 

 

The 1200 runners were well distributed from 9.30 to 11.30 
and many cups of water and sponges were handed out. The 
runners included Mr H, Mr T, Mr J, parents and past students, 
who were sent on their way from our water station with very 
loud cheers. 

Miss Manisier, on behalf of Brakenhale PTA  

 

 

 

Camera Club News 

The members of Camera Club continue to delight and amaze me with their wonderful photographs.  This week I 

have two great examples of photographic skills, both from Year 7 students.  Sandia L (7B) has created a fantastic 

example of Forced Perspective with her 'house-stomping foot' and Edward B (7B) rose to the challenge of 

photographing squirrels! 

This week's challenge has students 

photographing portraits in a beautiful 

location so please be prepared to model! 

Finally, can I remind all students that 

Camera Club meets every Monday at 

lunchtime in B17 and all years are 

welcome.  I will soon be starting to 

organise my photography troupe for 

Sports Day and Camera Club members will 

be top of that list! 

Miss T Wilhelmy, Photography Teacher 
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Health Zone 

Please remember that our Uniform Expectations say that one small plain gold or silver ear stud in the lower ear-
lobe only is allowed (the school cannot accept responsibility for any jewellery worn or  brought  into  school).  
Please make sure all other jewellery is left at  home.  Larger, spiked or hooped earrings or expander-hole earrings 
are not allowed.  Students are not allowed to wear more than one earring in each ear. 

Tongue studs, eyebrow, nose, lip and facial piercings are not allowed at school. Students will be required to 
remove the facial jewellery and refusal to remove the jewellery may result in internal exclusion. 

Ms Ball, Health Coordinator 

    

 

 

 

PE News 
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Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission: Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  

we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 

Round-Up (3rd to 17th May) 

You think we are doing great at the following things at Brakenhale: 

 Displaying everyone's achievements. 

 The card that was sent home from teachers for Year 11 was such a lovely touch. It was such a positive thing which 
brought lots of smiles and made our daughter feel really proud of herself, huge confidence booster! Thank you. 

 How approachable you all are and making the students and us as parents know we have somewhere to turn if 
needed during exams. Fantastic approach. 

 We have time between period 1 & 2 and 4 & 5. 

 

 

Activities, Clubs and Information 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Current Vacancies 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 

Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 

 Head of PE 

 Safeguarding Administrator 

 Criminology, Law & Psychology Teacher 

 Part time Art Teacher 

 

We are currently seeking to recruit a number of Cleaning Operative to be based at our 

contracts in schools and local government buildings in Bracknell, Berkshire. The successful 

Cleaning Operatives will be required to work with other team members to ensure our 

clients premises are cleaned to the highest standard.  

There are a variety of cleaning shifts available – from 6am – 8am and between 3.30pm – 8.00pm  

The key responsibilities for the Cleaning Operative will include: 

• Ensure that our clients premises are cleaned to a high standard. 
• Vacuuming, dusting and mopping  
• Emptying bins and removing litter 
• Any other reasonable task requested by a member of the supervisory/management team 

The successful applicant will have: 

• Previous experience in a customer facing cleaning role  
• Awareness of health and safety issues 
• Ability to work unsupervised 

A DBS certificate is required for this position.  Hourly Rate - £8.00 per hour. 

This represents a great opportunity to join a fast-growing business and develop your experience further. So, if 

you would like to join our rapidly expanding team and be part of their future success then apply today. 

For further information and an early interview - Please contact Jackie on 07562 989015. 

 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
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Future Diary Dates 

Tuesday 12th June PTA Meeting, 7pm 

 

Easy Fundraising! 

Don’t forget to shop through www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 
effortlessly help raise money for the school! 

 

Term Dates 2017-18 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Term dates for students:  
Monday 16th April to Friday 20th July 

Inset Day: Monday 23rd July 

Summer Half Term - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 

Summer Holiday for students – Monday 23rd July to Tuesday 4th September 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 

Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 

(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 

Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 

(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates

