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What’s on next week 

 

Week beginning 20th November Year 9 PPE exams 

  

Dear Parents/Carers 

This week has seen the start of an intensive period of revision and focus for our Year 11 students.  Monday to 
Thursday they were timetabled into each of their option subjects for a full day to continue their mastery in these 
areas.  Year 11 teachers all reported a great learning attitude from the students and some impressive progress being 
made, well done Year 11!  The year group now have next week back into normal lessons then two weeks of their pre-
public examinations.  Thank you to all the parents and carers for the support that you are giving to the students at this 
time. 

Year 9 have been busily revising this week for their examinations Monday to Wednesday next week.  Mr Gibson led an 
assembly with the students on effective revision on Wednesday and Mr Thomas has spoken to them this morning 
about examination procedures.  We know that this is very new to our Year 9 students but we are pleased that they are 
taking the preparation for these examinations seriously, again thank you to parents and carers for their support. 

Year 10 had a very successful parents evening last night, with a 90% turnout.  A huge thank you to all the staff who 
contributed to this and of course to you as parents for meeting with us and caring so much about your child’s future 
and potential. 

It may only be four weeks until we break up for Christmas, however, at no point will we be relaxing our focus on high 
expectations and challenge.  We have introduced a new development cycle for staff which involves very regular drop-
ins to lessons to ensure that individual teachers receive constant guidance on the very best practice nationally.  These 
have started incredibly well and it has been so positive for myself and the senior team to spend so much time in 
lessons focusing on what really matters, the learning.  This will continue across the rest of the academic year.  I am 
proud to lead a staff who strive to be the very best in what they do. 

This week we have said goodbye to two members of staff, Mr Long and Miss Harris, who have left for individual 
personal reasons.  Mrs Higham and Miss Cresswell, as Heads of these departments, will be reallocating teaching 
periods across their staff to ensure that for the remainder of this term students continue to receive specialist 
teaching.  In January we are extremely fortunate to have joining us two very high calibre colleagues, one of whom, 
Mrs Low, is already employed within the trust at Greenshaw High School.  Her product design results at A level were 
the best in the country last year!  Miss Dawson will be joining the English department as she relocates to this area, she 
is a very impressive English teacher with an excellent track record.  It is because of our reputation as a school that is 
constantly achieving great things and is a place with high expectations and a warm atmosphere that we continue to 
attract such strong staff. 

This week is the first week of a new student recognition award.  I am very aware that so many of our young people go 
above and beyond on a regular basis to support not only their own learning but that of others and the school as a 
whole.  Each week I will publish the name of a student from each key stage who has really stood out.  Today’s winners 
are: 

Key Stage 3: Alice MacDonald (Year 8) – Her plans to set up a newspaper club to encourage students love of English; 

Key Stage 4: Brandon Payne (Year 11) – Brandon has produced an outstanding piece of film work that is currently 
through to a national final; 

Key Stage 5: Ewan Gennery and Jordan Penn (Year 12) – For publicly speaking so eloquently at the Sixth Form 
information evening. 

Best wishes  

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
17th November 2017 
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Current Vacancies 

We have the following exciting opportunities at Brakenhale.  
Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 
 

 Science Teacher & Second in Science 

 PE Teacher with Specialism in Science 

 Assistant Caretaker 

 

 

EAL (English as an Additional Language) 

The EAL department is looking for a Romanian-speaking volunteer to support students within the 
department.  Please contact Miss Cmok at the school if you are able to help or would like more 
information. 

Miss I Cmok, EAL Coordinator 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We are delighted to be supporting the Save the Children charity 
Christmas Jumper Day on:  

Friday 15th December  

For a donation of £1 students can wear their Christmas jumpers over 
normal school uniform.  Please note that all other uniform must be 
worn as usual. 

 

 

 

Literacy Challenge 

As part of Brakenhale’s push to improve literacy at all levels we will be publishing a literacy challenge regularly. 

The challenge in this newsletter is to proof-read and correct the twelve errors in this extract from a newspaper article. 

Correct the 12 errors below: 

 

Leicester may be in a period of transition, adding an expansive style to their traditional grunt but it is clear that some things 
never change Defensive frailties have been too evident in an inconsistant start to the seeson and last week scott Hansen the 
defence coach was shown the door. The result was a dominant bonus-point victory over worcester with, in truth, plenty to 
spare and a pointed response from the director of rugby, Richard Cockerill: “I’ve always believed that, if players want to 
tackle, they’ll tackle. 

The second half, in which Worcester markedly improved from 20-0 down, was the kind of fare the Welford road croud is so 
used to. Two tries – one each for Lugovi’i Mulipola and Graham Kitchener – came from bashing away until something finally 
gave, but it was the first half, with Owen Williams catching the eye at fly-half and Telusa Veainu scoring a remarkable try, 
sashaying his way in from his own half, that commanded more interest 

 

You can find the answers towards the end of this newsletter. 

Mr H Smith, Literacy Lead 

 

  

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
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Dance News 

 

 
The cast continue to impress staff with their effort and talent!  
 
Rehearsals for our whole school Music, Dance and Drama extravaganza 'School of Rock' are on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays after school, from 3.05pm to 4.30pm. 
 
Mrs Raby, Teacher of Dance and Drama 

 

Miss Haley, Head of Drama and Dance  

 

 

 

PTA Update 

 

Don’t forget to give your cupboards a pre-Christmas clear-out for our  

 

Clothes Recycling Initiative 

We are once again collecting your unwanted clothes, shoes, accessories 
and other household items for recycling.  Please see our flyer for more 
details of items that are collected. 

We will be offering bags to students to take home, or you can put your 
items in an ordinary bin liner or other plastic bag.   

Please bring all bags to main reception.  We will be collecting until 
Thursday 23rd November.  The more bags you bring in, the more money 
we can make, so have a good clear-out before Christmas and help us 
raise as much as possible. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Raffle 

The PTA are launching their Christmas Raffle through the tutor groups: tickets will be £1 per strip of 5 tickets.  

Prizes include a Christmas food hamper, Candy Floss maker, Body massager and Cordless phone set, and there will be several 
other prizes as well, including restaurant vouchers, cinema tickets, and gift cards. 

The 5 tutor groups that sell the most tickets will be given a certificate, tub of sweets for their tutor group and house points 
will be awarded. 

The Christmas Raffle will be drawn on Friday 8th December 2017.  Please support the PTA and send in money with your child 
to purchase the raffle tickets. All proceeds go directly back into supporting the school. 

Raffle tickets will also be on sale at the Christmas Market on Thursday 30th November 2017 in the main hall from 7pm until 
9pm.  Thank you for your continued support. 
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PTA Christmas Market 

 

Christmas Market – Thursday 30th November 

We will once again be holding our annual Christmas Market on Thursday 30th 
November from 7pm to 9pm.  This is a wonderfully festive occasion and we look 
forward to seeing many of you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Christmas Card Competition 

We are delighted to once again be running our Christmas card competition for 
students.   

Students who wish to take part should design a corporate Christmas card and Ms 
Coley will judge the competition and the winning entry will be sent out as the 
Brakenhale Christmas card this year.   

If students are interested in submitting an entry, they will need to draw their 
design on an A4/A5 blank piece of paper and put in an envelope with their name 
and class which can be handed in to Main Reception.  The design will be scanned 
in so needs to be a flat image otherwise we will be unable to use it. 

The deadline for entries will be Friday 24th November in order  
for us to select and print the designs.   

 

 

 

Year 9 Exams 

Please find attached the timetable for the Year 
9 Pre Public Exams (PPEs) that they will be 
sitting next week.   

  

 

Last Year's Winning Entry 
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Year 10 and 11 Exams 

 

Year 10 Pre Public Religious Studies Exam 

The Religious Studies Exam for Year 10 will be taking place on Wednesday 29th November at 11.25am in the Main Hall. The 
Exam will be one hour long and will be taken under exam conditions. 

This exam is in preparation for their GCSE Religious Studies Exam that they will be completing in May 2018.  The exam will be 
on Islam and revision material for this can be found on Show my Homework. 

 

Year 11 Pre Public Exams 

Please find attached the timetable for the Year 11 Pre Public Exams (PPEs) that they will be sitting in November and 
December. 

       

Mrs Seymour, Exams Officer 

 

 

News from our School Houses 

 

Farley 

We have less than one month now until the end of term! It is crazy how fast time is flying. There’s still time to get more 
points though. 

For all you secret artists, the Christmas card competition is closing soon, It’s a great way to earn some extra house points!   
The leader board is still very close! It’s great to see how hard you’re working. You’re doing your house proud! 
The target of first person in Farley to achieve 50 house points has been met, so let’s set a new target. The first to 100 
house points. If this can be done by Christmas, you’ll get a big prize! It won’t be easy, but it’s achievable. Remember, if you 
think you’ve done something which deserves a house point then you can always ask the teacher! 

Congratulations to those student awarded house points for outstanding work last half term: Victoria T, Lucy B, Conor M, 
Pharell S, Abbey H, Jasmine A, Brooke S, Luke T, Kayleigh D, Hannah F (for two subjects), Paige E, Jemma T, Ella M, Paige 
M, Amber R, Sean F, Thor D, Yanni D, Sam G, Daniel B, Reece P, Asha M (for two subjects), Kaitlyn B, Ayanna I, Lydia D, 
Toby G, Jordan P, Heidi C, Sophie L and Jacob S. 

The top 3 Farley members are Tegan R (10R), Liberty G (7N) and Sandia L (7B).    

Mr Bell, Head of House 

 

FARLEY 
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Jennetts 

We are now officially in LAST PLACE; Oh dear. We need to raise our game guys!!  

Well done to everyone who is gathering house points, but we need to be gathering more! Make sure you have entered for 
the Christmas Card competition, and that you are hassling the teachers for house points when you complete work to a 
really high standard or you are participating in an extra-curricular club.  

We are currently asking teachers for the next round of Outstanding Achievers for the second half term, so try and produce 
the best work you possibly can over the next few weeks up to Christmas (like you always do, I'm sure!!).  

Congratulations to those student awarded house points for outstanding work last half term: Clara H, Alia A, Petra M, 
Harvey W, Zander S, Mason R, Valentina H, Jakub G, Justyna B, Rishyal B, Ethan V, Skye R (for two subjects), Nicole M, 
Katie B, Melanie C, Kara A, Josh M, Adrian  N, Charlie M, Sarah A, Marta C, Amy P, Rajal B, Joel B, Amy D (for two subjects), 
Earl T, Kamil S, Harrison H (for two subjects), Jamie B and Charlotte H. 

Our next house assembly is during the last week of term and we will be handing out our next batch of 'House Heros' 
certificates and prizes for the students in each year group who have been awarded the most house points. 

Thank you for all of your hard work so far this year  - keep it up, and if there is anything I can do to help in any way then 
please don't be shy! Well done to year 11 for their option days, and good luck to the year 9 students sitting any exams! 

Have a great weekend and week ahead. 

Mr Duffy, Head of House 

 

Swinley 

Hello Swinley. Another good week for our house with more and more people displaying excellence across the school. Our 
captains have had their first full week settling into their roles and it's so great to see them conducting themselves as such 
excellent roles models, something that is definitely being noticed across our school community.  

This weeks news is predominantly a reminder of our upcoming activities, as we have lots coming up soon. Firstly, a 
reminder of the Christmas card competition for which the deadline for entries is the 24th November. It would be great to 
see more entries from Swinley as I know we have some fantastic artists in our house! We also have some athletes 
performing in the next week in girls football, the boys football National Cup as well as the more dramatic among us 
continuing to work hard in rehearsals for the school play. It really does fill me with pride to see so many from House 
Swinley engaging in the wider school community! 

Congratulations to those student awarded house points for outstanding work last half term: Ellie Y, Salina L, Eduardo C, 
Jayden T (for two different subjects), Trinity P, Georgia H, Archie J, Leo C, Joe M, Anthony O (for two different subjects), 
Lauren W, Jack C, Lester D, Harvey A, Emily L, Megan L, Georgie H, Finn S (for two different subjects), Jacob R, Kiera H, Andi 
K, Atalanta L, Meja C, James M and Ferida B. 

Finally, our next house assembly will be held in the final week of term. This will be a great occasion as it will give our 
Captains their first opportunity to speak publically as well as providing us with the opportunity to celebrate the excellence 
that has been displayed in the first half of the year. Keep up the good work! #TeamSwinley 

Mr Jackson-Sankey, Head of House 

 

Temple 

What a wonderful week Temple House! You won a combined total of 420 points for outstanding achievement across the 
school, that is absolutely phenomenal and more than any other house. This is a fantastic reflection of how hard you are 
working in lessons and your achievements.  

Congratulations to all the students who were selected, big shout out to them; Scarlet W, Annie K, Daisy B, Ariana K, 
Ashleigh H, Jamie P, Dylan W, Maizie S, Keya T, Caitlin W, Chloe R, Callum H, Jun K, Jack W, Amy P, Macey T, Sophie W, Ella 
H, Maisie F, Benjamin H, Jacob P, Edward C, Ben B, Jessica R, Marina L, Emma B, Danielle R, Tom N, Yousuf M, Jeffrey B, 
Arslan M, Lucas N, Taylor R, Hannah W, Kieran W, Chloe J, Jessica A and Amy H. 

And especially to Keir B and our Year 8 House Captain, Zach B, both of whom were selected by two subjects, what a stars! 

Miss Haley, Head of House 
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House Points for Outstanding Work: Half Term 1 

House Jennetts Temple Swinley Farley 

Total 330 420 280 320 

 

 

 

PE News 

This week has been another busy for the PE department, with a number of fixtures and lots of students at clubs. Keep coming 
to clubs as details of the reward trip will be coming out soon!  

House Competitions  

We have the house rugby and netball tournaments coming up! More details will follow in next week's parent news. You will 
need to speak to your house captain.  

Year 7 Netball  

This week the Year 7s had their first game for Brakenhale, and for majority of the students it was their first time representing 
the school. The girls showed highly professional conduct and were engaged with the team talks. They took on board the 
information needed and improved with each quarter. For some of the girls it was the first time they had played with each 
other. We came up against a very well trained and competitive Edgabrrow team who sadly got the better of us, but we have 
some real potential in the teams and we need to ensure we are coming to practice each week.  

Ebony and Ellie received player of the week and they were both brilliant. Well done everyone else and good luck for future 
games.  

Year 10 Netball  

In their final netball game this year, the Year 10 team were outstanding in their 
determination to win. Notable performances from everyone during the match 
lead to a closely contested game that ended in a draw. Congratulations to Ella 
H-B who was crowned player of the match.  

On a personal note myself and Miss Rushby would like to thank all the Year 10 
girls who have trained and represented Brakenhale in netball. Your teamwork 
and enthusiasm for playing (even when the score hasn't been in your favour!) 
has been second to none. Year 10 you have excelled! Well Done.  

Athlete of the Week  

Here is the return of athlete of the week and this week we have Ella H-B for her brilliant play in the netball match against 
Sandhurst and Michael A for some brilliant saves and scoring the final penalty to get the Year 11s through to the next round 
of the cup.  

Fixtures for next week  

 Tuesday 21st November:  Year 7 and 8 Girls Football v Holt @ Home 

 Wednesday 22nd November: Girls Football U12 Tournament @ Bohunt School  
Year 11 Football v Windsor Boys @ Windsor Boys 2.45pm KO - 4th round in National Cup 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
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Attendance 

 

This Year so far 
 
Last week saw us hit our weekly 
95% target! Year 7 lead the way 
with 96.7% closely followed by 
Year 10 with 96.4%. This is a 
fantastic result for Year 10 
especially, as they had been 
really struggling with attendance 
this year. 
We have completed our 
conversations with our students 
that are persistently absent - 
those students with attendance 
below 90% - and they have been 
set individual targets to achieve 
by the end of this term. 
We currently have 407 students 
with 100% attendance this year 
so far compared to 273 at the 
same point last year, this brilliant 
result is a reflection of just how 
much everyone is focusing on 
attendance! 

Last Week 

  

  

 

As always thank you for your continued support, and please get in touch if there is anything that we can do to support you by 
telephone on 01344 465050 or by email on schoolattendance@brakenhale.co.uk   

Mrs Evans, Attendance Office 

 

 

Brakenhale Canteen 

 

Please see our menu for next week 

We value your views and they are very important to us and 
we are currently completing Catering Surveys across the 
school.  

The Student Catering Surveys will be completed in school 
by the students themselves; a date is yet to be confirmed.  
Sixth Form, Staff and Parent/Carers Catering Surveys have 
been sent out this week; please take a few minutes to 
complete this form - all feedback will be gratefully received. 

If you have a questions or concerns with regard to the 
surveys or catering please do not hesitate to contact me. 

A meal deal costs £2.30, which includes a main meal and 
pudding.  If students prefer just to have the main meal, this 
costs £1.90. 

Mrs Silvey, Catering & Enrichment Manager 

  

mailto:schoolattendance@brakenhale.co.uk
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School Lottery 

 

Don’t forget to join up and purchase your tickets to start helping our school.  If you 
haven’t signed up now would be the time.  This is an easy way to help us to make 
money for the school and be in with a chance for winning.  Thank you to all who 
have bought tickets and who continue to support the school. 

 

 

 

Why not join today and not only will you be in with a chance of winning in 
the weekly prize draws but you will be helping to raise money for the 
school at the same time. 

 

Click here to Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

 

This term School Lottery are offering the chance to win a family ticket to 
Warner Brothers Harry Potter Studio Tour.  You can find full details on their 
website. 

Our School Lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to help 
improve our school but we need your help to make it the best it can be. 

Why not join now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Easy Fundraising 

 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on everything 
from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops and 
sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase which is 
turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the 
retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go 
Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and 
your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to 
ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do is click 
Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder here. The 
Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, perfect if you 
like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now not only can you shop using it but 
you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More information can be found here. 

Don’t forget to shop through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk to effortlessly 

help raise money for the school! 

 

to our winners! 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


Brakenhale School  17.11.17 
 

 
 

 

Brakenhale School, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 7BA 
 01344 423041 ~  mainreception@brakenhale.co.uk ~  www.brakenhale.co.uk 

High Expectations and Challenge for All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Diary Dates 

Week beginning 27th November Year 11 PPE exams 

Wednesday 29th November Year 10 Religious Studies exam 

Thursday 30th November PTA Christmas Market 

Friday 1st December Sixth Form Taster Day for Year 11 

Monday 4th December Variety Show 

Wednesday 6th December Music Evening 

 

Term Dates 

AUTUMN TERM 2017 

Term dates for students: 
Tuesday 5th September – Friday 15th December 2017 

Christmas Holiday for students – Monday 18th December to Tuesday 2nd January 2018 

 

SPRING TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 
Wednesday 3rd January – Thursday 29th March 

Spring Half Term – Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 

Easter Holiday – Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 

 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 
Monday 16th April – Friday 20th July 

Inset Day: Monday 23rd July 

Summer Half Term - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 

Summer Holiday for students – Monday 23rd July to (date to be confirmed) 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates  

Literacy Challenge - The corrected article 
Leicester may be in a period of transition, adding an expansive style to their traditional grunt, but it is clear that some things never 
change. Defensive frailties have been too evident in an inconsistent start to the season and last week Scott Hansen, the defence 
coach, was shown the door. The result was a dominant bonus-point victory over Worcester with, in truth, plenty to spare and a 
pointed response from the director of rugby, Richard Cockerill: “I’ve always believed that, if players want to tackle, they’ll tackle.” 
The second half, in which Worcester markedly improved from 20-0 down, was the kind of fare the Welford Road crowd is so used 
to. Two tries – one each for Lugovi’i Mulipola and Graham Kitchener – came from bashing away until something finally gave but it 
was the first half, with Owen Williams catching the eye at fly-half and Telusa Veainu scoring a remarkable try, sashaying his way in 
from his own half, that commanded more interest. 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/worcesterrugby

