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Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to the first parent news of this academic year!  What a fantastic first week back we have had.  Our new Year 
7s arrived on Tuesday morning looking incredibly smart, a little bit nervous but clearly very excited to be starting at 
Brakenhale.  They have made such a positive impression all week with their can-do attitude and their real desire to do 
well.  Well done Year 7!  Years 8 to 13 have also made an impressive start and have really shown what great 
ambassadors they are for the school.  They have settled extremely well into their new year groups and tutor bases and 
seem to have got the hang of their new timetables immediately.  Although we are only in the first week back we have 
already had outside visitors in to support the learning of students.  The Sixth Form had a three hour session on 
Wednesday with a company who dedicate their work to improving the study skills of Post 16 students.  Feedback was 
extremely positive and we are really lucky to be a trial school for this project.   

I spoke to all students across all year groups in 6 assemblies on Tuesday morning to make sure that everyone was clear 
on the very high expectations that we have of them.  We have introduced some new ‘non-negotiables’ this year, 
which the students have all immediately taken on board.  I want to make sure that I share these with you too.  The 
School Improvement Plan will be sent home in the next couple of weeks and all the changes will be documented in 
here, however, the headlines are as follows: 

 All students to stand behind their chairs in silence at the start and end of every lesson – this is to ensure that all 
learning begins in a calm and orderly manner and that when students leave the classroom they are settled and 
ready to move onto their next lesson.  Students have reported to me this week that this is making a difference. 

 The behaviour for learning code has been amended to allow just one warning for any type of low-level disruption 
before a consequence is given – disrupting the learning of others will simply not be tolerated. 

 All classes will now have seating plans arranged in a boy/girl/boy/girl formation; evidence suggests, along with our 
own trials last academic year, that this leads to greater progress. 

I also would like to highlight to you two events that we have coming up that you are very warmly invited to.  Firstly, at 
6pm on Monday September 25th Dean Beadle, a nationally renowned, highly engaging speaker on autism, will be 
presenting at the school - more details to follow.  Secondly, on October 3rd we will host our first PTA meeting of the 
academic year and we will be combining this with a cheese and wine reception.  We would love to see you there.  

Best wishes 
Jane Coley, Headteacher 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
8th September 2017 

WELCOME 
BACK TO SCHOOL 
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What’s on next week 

Tuesday 12th September Duke of Edinburgh Meeting – 6-6.30pm 

Wednesday 13th September Year 11 Geography Fieldtrip 

Year 8 Transition and Information Evening – 6-7pm 

Thursday 14th September Rome Trip Information Meeting – 6-7pm 

 

 

GCE and GCSE Results 

Over the summer we shared some excellent news regarding our A-Level results. 

The continued resurgence of Brakenhale School has been confirmed by the most recent A-Level and BTEC results. In every 
single measure there has been an increase in attainment and progress on previous years. 

Key GCE results 

 At A*-B it was at 59% in 2017 compared to 43% in 2015 and 53% in 2016 including BTEC equivalents. A 16% increase 
in the last two years. 

 At A*-C it was at 87% in 2017 compared to 60% in 2015 and 73% in 2016 including BTEC equivalents. A 27% 
increase. 

 The A*-E pass rate including equivalents is 100% for the second year in succession which is particularly satisfying. 

It is very rewarding to see our students continuing to do so well, and all the hard work of students, staff and parents paying 
off.  We have been delighted with the way the new systems and structures we have implemented in the last two years have 
paid off. The Sixth Form team and the student body have responded so positively to our very high expectations and these 
results bear testimony to this. On results day our sixth form team continue to provide excellent support for students as they 
make decisions about their next steps. 

These results compare incredibly well to other local schools. In fact our students gained the highest A*-C score across all the 
local authority state schools and we were second in the authority for our A*-B score. 

A link to the information released by the local press can be found below: 

http://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/bracknell-level-results-2017-find-13480458 

Key GCSE results 

We were also delighted to report our 2017 GCSE results 
which continue to show clear evidence of the value that 
we are adding to the educational outcomes of our 
students and improvements across all measures. 

Due to the changing nature of qualifications no school is 
able to publish a progress figure until the Department of 
Education releases this in December. However we are 
able to calculate our Attainment 8 grade which is above 
the national benchmark of a C or a 4 for Maths and 
English meaning that on average across all subjects our 
students achieved the national benchmark of a C/4. 

We have had further success with our 4 plus in English 
and Maths, with the English results being 12% higher than 
last year. This is a significant achievement against a 
backdrop of huge changes to GCSEs. Furthermore there 
have been some outstanding achievements across a range 
of subjects, as outlined to the right. 

 

Subject % A*-C 

Music 96 

PE 92 

Catering 92 

Further Maths 89 

ICT 79 

Dance 75 

Graphics 75 

Computer Science 71 

Geography 70 

  

http://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/bracknell-level-results-2017-find-13480458
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In addition there have been some exceptional individual student outcomes highlighting the impact of our high expectations 
and challenge agenda. We are absolutely delighted that hard work, dedication and fantastic teaching has enabled our 
students to achieve the very best grades across the board. The students below have achieved 5 or more A and A* grades or 
the new equivalency (7-9), never before have so many students achieved so many top grades. 

Student A*/A Achieved  Student A*/A Achieved 

Jordan Penn 10  Robbie Harrison 6 

Abitha Mahabakkalage 8  Chantelle Fannan 6 

Jamie Brazier 8  Ewan Gennery 5 

Heidi Cracknell 9  Andi Kelly 5 

Benjamin Thomas 8  Emily Hughes 5 

Ella-Rose Brigden 9  Viktoria Petrova 5 

Freya Brodrick 7  Jodie Leivers 5 

James Walford 7     

 

Our GCSE results along with our A Level results show clearly the rapid progress that Brakenhale continues to make. We would 
like to congratulate all our students on their well-deserved success and thank the teaching staff and of course the parents 
who have guided and supported them. 

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 

PTA Stall at the Bracknell Lions Bracknell Show 

Although the summer almost seems such a long time ago now, the PTA hosted a stall at the Bracknell Lions 
Bracknell Show on the first weekend of the summer holidays.  Unfortunately it was probably one of the 
wettest weekends of the whole year so our Bat-a-Rat and Bottle Hoopla stall didn’t do as well as previous 
years but we would like to thank all those who came to help on the day. 
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Year 12 – Stepping Up 

 
On Wednesday, all of our new Year 12 students attended a workshop entitled “Stepping Up”.  This workshop, delivered by 

‘Made Training’, was positioned at the very beginning of the Sixth Form experience and focused on some of the key 

fundamental skills the students will need, to make the successful transition from Key Stage 4 to Post 16 studies. These skills 

included reading quickly, drafting and rethinking ideas, time management and analytical thinking. The students found the 

work on effective note taking and the Cornell system particularly useful. It was both an informative and engaging workshop. 

It was wonderful to see the feedback sheets filled in so positively with well over 90% of the 70 students in attendance 

confirming they would use the ideas and strategies from the day and that they fund the day useful. We all hope this bodes 

well for the next two years of hard focused yet successful study! 

          

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher   

 

 

Attendance 

 

Regular and punctual attendance of students at school is both a legal requirement and 
crucial to a student's success - there is a clear link between a high rate of attendance 
and high achievement. I am sure that you are already aware of the 95% attendance 
target that we are working towards. If students are not in lessons they cannot learn! 
Every lesson really does count! Statistics show missing 8.5 days or 5% of school in any 
school year can reduce the success level of a student by 1 GCSE grade.  

With this in mind it, I would like to reiterate the expectations that we have with 
regards to attendance: 

 Students are expected to be in school and in registration or assembly at 8:35am. 

 Should your child be unwell please call the attendance line on 01344 465050 or email attendance@brakenhale.co.uk 
to inform us of the illness and the expected date of return. 

 Should you need to arrange a medical or dental appointment can I encourage you where possible to arrange these 
after 1:30pm as this will reduce the disruption to your child’s learning (they will only miss one lesson). 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing lateness, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mrs Evans, Attendance Officer 
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Cycling to School 

 

Can we please remind parents that to cycle or scooter to school 
students need a permit and helmet. 

We have had a very good start to the compulsory helmet scheme, 
can parents please keep reinforcing the message.  Remind students 
that the helmet must be worn securely and has to be put on before 
they leave the bike area at the end of the school day. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please be aware that the police have alerted us to local cycle thefts: 
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Young Interpreters Club 

 

We are looking for young people to join our Young Interpreters Club on Thursdays!  

We also have the Culture Club on Fridays and an EAL (English as an Additional Language) 
Homework Club on Mondays and other days if needed. 

All clubs run after school between 3.05pm and 4.05pm in the LRC/Connection room. 

Miss Cmok, EAL Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

PE News 

 

Welcome back 

Here is the extra-curricular timetable for this 
term. Please can I remind students that they do 
not need to sign up to a club they just need to 
turn up! Clubs will start at 3.10 and will finish 
between 4.15 and 4.30.  

Fixtures are coming in thick and fast so make 
sure you are at clubs to be selected to 
represent the school. 

 

 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE 
and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social 
Care 
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School Lottery 

 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners over the summer holiday.  
Even though we weren’t in school, the lottery winners kept winning!   

Don’t forget to join up and purchase your tickets to start helping our 
school. 

Our supporters have gone down recently, so if you haven’t signed up now 
would be the time.  This is an easy way to make money for the school and 
be in with a chance for winning.  Thank you to all who have bought tickets 
and who continue to support the school. 

Why not join today and not only will you be in with a chance of winning in the weekly prize draws but you will be helping to 
raise money for the school at the same time. 

Click here to Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

Last year School Lottery gave the chance for 4 supporters to 
win a Kindle E-Reader and for 2  players to win a Family 
Heritage Membership.  We are waiting to see what exciting 
prizes are in store for this year. 

You can find full details on their website. 

Our School Lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to 
help improve our school but we need your help to make it the 
best it can be. 

Join now! 

 

 

 Easy Fundraising 

 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on everything 
from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops and 
sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase which is 
turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the 
retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go 
Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and 
your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to 
ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do is click 
Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder here. The 
Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, perfect if you 
like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not only shop using it but 
you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More information can be found here. 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Future Diary Dates 

Monday 18th September Year 13 UCAS Evening – 6-7pm 

Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening – 6-6.45pm 

Thursday 21st September Early Close for students at 1.05pm 

Year 6 Open Evening – 6-8.30pm 

Friday 22nd September Late School Start – 9.40am for students 

Monday 25th September Autism Presentation for Parents – 6-7pm 

25th to 30th September Sixth Form Walking Talking Mocks 

 

Term Dates 

AUTUMN TERM 2017 

Inset Days: Friday 1st and Monday 4th September 
Inset Days: Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th December 

Term dates for students: 
Tuesday 5th September – Friday 15th December 2017 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 23rd to Friday 27th October  

Christmas Holiday for students – Monday 18th December to Tuesday 2nd January 2018 

 

SPRING TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 
Wednesday 3rd January – Thursday 29th March 

Spring Half Term – Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 

Easter Holiday – Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 

 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 
Monday 16th April – Friday 20th July 

Inset Day: Monday 23rd July 

Summer Half Term - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 

Summer Holiday for students – Monday 23rd July to (date to be confirmed) 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates  

 

 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schooltermandholidaydates

