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Dear Parents/Carers 

We have finally come to the end of this half term.  This is a great opportunity for the students, particularly those 
undertaking examinations, to have a rest.  I appreciate the Year 11 and Post 16 students will still be studying 
incredibly hard throughout the holidays but hopefully they have been buoyed by their experiences so far and in 
the knowledge that the end of examinations is in sight with less subjects to revise for.   

We agreed last week to trial a new project with the ‘Canine Assistance Project’ and today we have had our first 
session with them. A number of students have participated in a workshop with the dog that visited today and 
the effect was astounding. The care and affection that the students showed was fantastic and the dog had a 
really calming effect. We are really looking forward to more work alongside this great project.  

The PE department have been very busy this week with many athletics meets; more details below. We have had 
a number of individual successes and students have performed and behaved in an exemplary manner.  

Year 8 students have all attended workshops this week run by the youth teams on how to deal with the difficult 
issue of alcohol and substance misuse. The students listened extremely well and were very engaged and engaging 
in their questions and conversations. We are really keen to ensure all our young people are equipped with the 
knowledge to keep themselves safe.  

Student of the week: 

Celestine Asare and her friend in Year 9 – they saw some non-Brakenhale youths setting fire to papers and 
reported this immediately. 

Fab & Drab feedback this week is as follows: 

Fab: 

Dear Ms Cmok, I would like to send many thanks to you and all your team.  I appreciate so much the 
acceptance and perfect support of my son.   

My daughter, a teacher, sent me a tweet of a vacancy at your school asking whether this was my old school.  
Indeed, it was. I left in 1976 to go to Manchester University. I have followed the school in the years since 
leaving, often with a sense of sadness. In the light of my daughter's communication I looked up your website 
and saw your latest Ofsted. WOW! Congratulations to you and your staff. 

I just wanted to drop you an email to say how amazing some of your staff have been with my daughter.  The 
staff members are Mr Kingston, Miss Douse, Miss Manisier and especially Mrs Silvey.  There are probably more 
as well.  My daughter had been struggling with coming into school. 

Drab: 

The quality of the zips on the school skirts is pretty poor.  The most recent one we bought lasted two months.  
Perhaps the supplier could look into using a more robust zip? 

I’m really sorry about this – if you would like to bring in the skirt I can send it back to the supplier. I will raise this 
in our next meeting with them. 

Staff members of the week 

Miss Rendall For noticing that I was going through a tough time and was extremely kind, supportive and 
  understanding. 

Mrs Cresswell For being so supportive to Year 12 English, her words of encouragement (and enthusiasm) 
  before their exam was a real support to our daughter.  I have never met this teacher yet she is 
  always spoken of so fondly and is so respected and liked by the students.  Our daughter has 
  gained so much from her classes. 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
24th May 2019 
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Motivational quote of the week:  

‘I’d rather be exhausted for the hard times which breed success…..than well rested from achieving nothing.’ 

Have a great half term and let’s hope the sun shines brightly. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

What’s on next week 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May  Half Term 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd June  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition 
Wednesday 5th June  Year 10 Mock Interviews 
 

 

Year 11 Half Term Study Sessions 

With exams in full swing these booster sessions will really help students prepare for the examinations after half 
term. Whilst these cannot be made compulsory, we strongly advise students attend. 

The sessions are as follows: Date Time Subject 

 
Tuesday 28th May 

1pm – 3.30pm Business Studies (Invite only) 

  BTEC Dance (Invite only) B11 

 
Friday 31st May 

9am - 12pm GCSE Music 

 9am – 3.00pm History - C25 

If your child has full day sessions please ask them to bring a lunch with them.  

Mr R Corry, Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

New Build Progression 

Thank you to Wates for this series of photos showing the progression month on month.  It really gives you an idea 
of the amazing changes in each short period of time. 

 

  



Brakenhale School  24.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

The inside of the building is progressing at a fantastic rate too: 

 

 

Fundraising – Three Peaks Challenge 

THIS WEEKEND 

Huge thanks to Jamie P in Year 9 who is taking on hiking the 
Yorskhire Three Peaks Challenge to raise funds for our new 
build project - if you can support Jamie please click on our 
MyDonate page: 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/jamieprior     

Jamie is very keen on outdoor activities 
and did a sponsored run earlier this year 
with one of his friends and raised £300. 
As a result, he was the first student to 
have a tour of the new building which he 
said was amazing! 

          

 

 

UK Maths Challenge 

We have received the results of the Junior Maths Challenge (which took place in April) from the UK Maths Trust. 
Congratulations to our 28 entrants who have now all received additional house points.   

We have awarded 10 house points for the ‘first in year’: Year 8, Ewan C and in Year 7, Malachi S (also for achieving 
Gold certificate with a score of 71 or higher).  Samuel M and Bethia P receive 7 house points for also achieving 
gold award. We have awarded to a further 12 students 5 house points each for attaining the Silver Award which is 
for more than 54 points and 3 house points for attaining the Bronze Award for achieving a score greater than 41.  

When we have received the official certificates from the UK Maths Trust, they will be handed out in the Year 
assembly by their Head of Year.  Congratulations to all our participants. 

A special mention for Malachi in Year 7, whose top score of 83 has enabled him to take part in the next level of 
the challenge, called Kangaroo, which takes part on Tuesday 11th June.  Congratulations and good luck! 

Mrs S Wilkins, Maths co-ordinator of Maths Challenge 

  

March  01  

May  01  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/jamieprior
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Bingo! 

Brakenhale’s PTA is hosting its popular Bingo Evening at the 
school on Thursday 13th June and we do hope that you will 
support us and the school and come and enjoy what is 
always an exciting evening.  The PTA has previously 
successfully raised money to purchase a school minibus and 
is continuing to raise money towards the next project of 
sustainable seating for the outside spaces in the school. 

Doors will open at 6.00pm and the first game will start at 
6.30pm.  The evening will finish by 9.00pm.  There will be a 
raffle on the night, a cash bar and tickets include a jacket 
potato dinner (please let us know of any special dietary 
requirements on the reply slip).  Tickets cost £7.50 per adult 
(16 and over), £5 per child (under 16) and £22 for a family of 
2 adults and 2 children; entry will be by ticket only.   

The letter and reply slip have been sent home to all parents 
via schoolcomms. If you would like to purchase tickets, 
please download and complete the reply slip attached, and 
return it and your payment to Main Reception as soon as 
possible, and no later than Friday 7th June.  We will also have 
hard copies of the letter and slip in reception for you to 
collect to make it easier. 

We would prefer payment by cheque, made payable to The 
Brakenhale School, but, if payment by cash is necessary, parents should personally bring this to main reception.  
The venue has a limited capacity so please book tickets early to avoid disappointment.  

If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on the main school telephone 
number, or via email admindept@brakenhale.co.uk. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Bingo Evening with friends and family. 

 

 

 

Anti Bullying at Brakenhale 

Our Anti-bullying Ambassadors are proud members of the only charity set up in 
memory of Diana, Princess of Wales and therefore we felt it would be a fitting tribute 
to organise a celebration of the birth of her grandson - Archie Harrison Mountbatten-
Windsor - who was born earlier this month. 

The celebration took place during break time in The Bridge Nurture Room on Tuesday and it was wonderful to see 
so many students come along to support and find out more about the amazing work our Anti Bullying 
Ambassadors offer students each break time. 

For support or more information on the Anti-Bullying support available from our Ambassadors, please direct your 
child to The Bridge Nurture Room at break times, alternatively please email me on ppalmer@brakenhale.co.uk 
and I will be happy to support your child to access our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.  

Ethan Nunn (Year 10) and Danielle Rabulan (Year 12) both work incredibly hard volunteering as our student Anti-
Bullying Ambassador leads. Huge thanks also to Leanne Palmer, Molly Penn and Callum Harding (all Year 10 
students) who also came along in their capacity as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors to meet and greet the students.   

Mrs Palmer, Behaviour Support Manager 

mailto:ppalmer@brakenhale.co.uk
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Camera Club 

Camera Club in on Monday lunchtime in B17 and everyone is welcome.  If you need an incentive to come, in a few 
weeks time, we will be looking for people to help photograph Sports Day and Camera Club members are given 
priority for this very important role! 

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography 

 

 

 

Performing Arts 

Lift Off Dance Festival 

We are pleased to share the performance of 'Dorothy' from Lift Off Dance Festival 2019. You can watch the video 
here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63DH1COkBaQ&feature=youtu.be  

Musical 2020 

Following on from the success of this year’s musical - We Will Rock You - the Performing Arts team are busy 
planning for next academic year with lots of discussion about what the musical will be! Feel free to join in the 
speculation on twitter @PABrakenhale! All will be revealed soon! Auditions will be happening next half term and 
we look forward to having students from Years 7 to 13 involved. If there are any parents who have experience 
and could support with making costume it would be really appreciated - please contact us. 

Berkshire County Dance Company Youth Auditions - Saturday 22nd June 2019 

The company holds auditions each Summer term to find  0 dancers for the following year’s sessions.  The 
current company dancers must all re-audition to confirm their place.  Discretionary auditions can be held for 
dancers interested in the company at other times of the year, dependent on the company’s rehearsal schedule. 

The audition consists of a 2 hour contemporary-based class including warm-up, technique, learning repertoire 
and creative exercises. 

breaktimes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63DH1COkBaQ&feature=youtu.be


Brakenhale School  24.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

To apply for the auditions dancers must be aged 13-21, live, work or study in or near Berkshire, be available for 
Saturday rehearsals during term time and a half term residencies 
in February and October and have at least 2 years contemporary 
experience or related dance training. 

Application deadline 14th June. 

The audition costs £10 and an application form must be 
completed and returned to the company before the audition to 
confirm your place. 

If you would like an application form or have any questions about 
the company, please email lena.dee@southhillpark.org.uk 

 

 

 

  

 

Mr C Duffy, Head of Performing Arts 
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PE Update 

 

The weather has been lovely over the last week so the PE department are hoping this will 
stay for the rest of the summer term. We have had two athletics events this week, one 
on Tuesday for Year 7 and the other for Years 8 to 10 on Wednesday.  

Year 7 Athletics @ Edgbarrow 

Year 7 attended their first athletics meet of their Brakenhale careers this week, at 
Edgbarrow School. Events were 75, 150 and 1000m along with long jump, shot and 
javelin plus the all important 4 x 100m relay.  The team was hand selected in preparation 
for district athletics after half term and the students performed superbly. 

Notable performances came from: Nashe W - 1st in 75m, Taylor C - 2nd in Shot, Ronnie A-
W - 2nd in javelin, Maddie J-M - 3rd in 150m, Malik K - 3rd in 150m 

All students performed and represented #teambrakenhale superbly. We have some super talented athletes in 
Year 7 and we look forward to helping them progress in the years to come. 

Well done all, here is to district athletics after half term! Training is on Wednesdays after school for those wishing 
to compete and train. 

Years 8 -10 Athletics - District Sports  

We took Year 8, 9 and 10 students down to Bracknell Sports Centre to represent 
Brakenhale in the East Berkshire District Sports. Up against other schools and 
some very good athletes our students conducted themselves superbly well with 
their behaviour at the venue but also showed amazing grit, determination and 
resilience to give everything they had in each of their chosen events. As staff we 
were proud of everyone for their commitment, especially our reserve students 
who waited until the very end before being called into action. Other students 
finished one event to then quickly run over to compete in another event!  

Some stand out performers are as follows, who have been selected to represent East Berkshire at Palmer Park on 
8th June at the County Championships and to represent Berkshire at the English Schools Championships. 

M Harvey U17  - Shot, J Morton U15 – Javelin, W Hilliar Jones - 80m Hurdles, L 
Cylde U15 – Shot, J Prior – Long-jump, A Jonstone - U15 100m, R Osei - U17 
200m, B Wooden - 400m, A Johnson - U15 300m 

These students came 1st or 2nd in their event to qualify!!  

Special mention to Amy Jonstone who was our Athlete of the week – she won 
her 200m Final, came second in the 100m Final AGAINST older girls and in doing 
so she reduced her 100m Personal Best not once but TWICE !!! Well done Amy!  

Young Ambassadors  

Over the last 5 weeks Emma and Victoria have been leading rounders club as part of their Young Ambassadors 
award. This week saw the session watched by an assessor and they did really well. They were in complete control 
and had brilliant ideas for the session. They were fantastic leaders and will make amazing teachers in the future (if 
that is the route they would like to take).  



Brakenhale School  24.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

  

Fixtures for first week back after half term 

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

3/6/19 7 and 8 Rounders Garth Home 3.15/4.45pm LWI 

6/6/19 7 Athletics District Bracknell Athletics Track 1.00/5.45pm TBC 

8/6/19 Selected students Athletics County Palmer Park TBC TBC 

 

Dates for your diary!  

 

 

The PE Department, Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
Mr Potter, Head of PE 

 

  



Brakenhale School  24.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

 

Walk with Us! New Build Fundraising 

 

As part of our fundraising endeavours to equip our new building, we are participating in the Easthampstead 
Rotary Club Bracknell Family Walk Together on Sunday 7th July. We are hoping that as many of our parents, 
students, staff and their families, friends and neighbours will participate and gain sponsorship for our school. You 
can walk between 9am and 2pm and there will also be some fun activities going on during the day. 

If you are willing to take part, you will need to register by following the link: 

https://uk.patronbase.com/_SouthHillPark/Productions/Q160/Performances  

Registration costs £5 per adult and is free for children under 14. 

I can organise a sponsorship page for you, providing you with a link that you can share with family and friends – 
you will not need to fill in forms, or collect money. You will just need to e-mail me at 
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk to let me know that you have registered. 

The Rotary Club will award monetary prizes to the charity that has the most participants and the individual that 
raises the most money. 

We are hoping it will be a great day and that many of you will join us. 

Kind regards 

Karen Roche, Chair of Governors 

 

 

Maths Puzzle & Countdown 

 

 

Don’t forget Maths Encryption and Coding Wednesday lunchtime 
club for anyone who may be interested in encryption and coding. 

Ms L Harbour, Maths Teacher 
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Attendance 

 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

           

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer 

 

School Dining Hall 

 

Here is a selection of the fabulous spread of meat free dishes that were available on Meat Free Monday this 
week.  If is fantastic how everyone has embraced the idea. 
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Please see the menu for the first week after half term.  

 

Please note that dishes may be changed at short notice due to availability and other extenuating circumstances. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission:  

Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 
  

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Fundraising 
 

 

Dear Parents and carers 

The sponsorship for the group of our parents, friends and 
students who walked/ran/cycled The Long Walk in Windsor has 
increased to a total of £691.00 so our overall amount raised has 
gone up again. Their page is still open if you wish to donate: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4  

The students who took part in this event were selected to take 
part in the signing of the last steel for the new building that Mrs 
Coley reported on. We will always try to find a special way to 
thank students who raise money for us. 

Please note that the date of the Community Walk, organised by 
Easthampstead Rotary Club, has changed from 19th May to 7th 
July. I hope that many of you will and your children will walk 
with us. We are still working out the logistics of this but I will 
tell you more about it next week. Please keep the date free. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners this week.   

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are looking to increase new members each 
month, so if you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school


Brakenhale School  24.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

Events and Notices 
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Future Events and Notices 

      

   

   

 

 

  

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Nursery Manager 

 D&T Technician 

 Teacher of Core Subjects 

 Head of History 

 Graduates in Maths, Science and D&T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Tuesday 11th June  Year 9 Spotlight on Careers 
Wednesday 12th June  STOP meeting 
Thursday 13th June  PTA Bingo – 6pm 
Tuesday 18th June  School Tour 9.15-10.45am 
  Bawdsey Manor Parent Information Evening 
Wednesday 19th June  STOP meeting 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
 

 

Term Dates – 2020/2021 
 

AUTUMN TERM 

2020 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 Inset Days 

Thursday 3rd September – Friday 18th December 2020 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1st January 2021 

(Friday 1st January Bank Holiday) 

SPRING TERM 
2021 

Monday 4th January – Thursday 1st April 2021 

Spring Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Spring Holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

(Good Friday 2nd  April, Easter Monday 5th April) 

SUMMER TERM 

2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th , Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

 

INSET Days            Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

                                   Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 
 
 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

