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Dear Parents/Carers 

It has been an incredibly difficult week for staff as we have received the tragic news that two of our colleagues 
very sadly passed away.  On Tuesday we lost Narinder Bains, who joined Brakenhale as our Business and Finance 
Manager the term before I started in January 2015.  Narinder had bravely fought cancer for the last 18 months 
and her positive outlook and strength was an inspiration to us all.  On Thursday evening we lost Chris Esling, our 
DT Technician, after a short illness.  Chris absolutely loved working at Brakenhale and threw himself into the 
community.  He was here in the Easter holidays in his own time helping out students with their exam projects 
and was always running art classes in our wellness weeks.  They both will be sorely missed. 

This week has seen the start of the main examination season and students have been working really hard with 
additional study sessions taking place before and after school.  Thank you to all the parents and staff supporting 
them through this important time in their lives. 

On Wednesday we held an information evening about our new CCF (Combined Cadet Force) programme.  
Students interested in being a part of this programme were invited to attend along with parents.  It was a very 
popular evening and we have now had over 100 applications for 45 places, more news to follow shortly on the 
shortlisting process.  If any students and parents were unable to attend but are interested in joining please 
contact Mr Beukes or Mr Briggs for more information. 

On Thursday Year 9 students attended a STEAM festival at Surrey University highlighting Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics opportunities at University and the courses that will be available in these 
curriculum areas.  They were accompanied by Mr Beukes, Mr Kingston and Mrs McCrorie who received many 
positive comments about the attitude of our students, their engagement and of course the way they presented 
themselves.  In the evening we held an information session on responsible teenage technology use.  Parents and 
students were given information on how to keep their social media sites safe and coaching on safe behaviour on 
line.  It was incredibly informative.  The PTA also met to discuss the upcoming activities, including the much 
anticipated Bingo evening on Thursday 13th June.  All are welcome to attend and tickets are going to go on sale 
soon. 

Student of the week: 

Keelan Barkes, Year 8 – For being a really positive role model to a peer helping him to get it right. 

Fab feedback this week: 

My daughter has misplaced a number of items which have all been returned thanks to Mrs McCrorie. She is 
super-fast to return emails and let me know said items have been returned!!  Thank you!! You’re a star. 

Great new vending machines!  Really help with queues across the canteen. 

Well done #teambrakenhale for having Meat Free Mondays on the menu from now on!  The Climate 
Emergency is urgent and yet rarely discussed, I’m so glad the entire school is taking action; it sets a great 
example for the students and makes a real difference within the community. 

Just wanted to say a big thank you to the staff who gave up their evening to organise and run the excellent talk 
about teenage technology use. It was packed with really useful and important information for helping parents 
keep kids safe online as well as tips for minimising the frequent tech battles in our homes! We bought a 'brick' 
phone to have in the house, which can be used as a 'detox' phone if any family member needs a break from 
smart devices.  

Drab feedback this week: 

The students are being told the exam rules at least once a week.  I understand they need to be told but they 
don’t need to be reminded of the same things every week.  Not only is it not needed but it stresses them out. 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
17th May 2019 
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I fully understand and hear what you are saying, it is a very difficult balance to strike.  Some students have 
requested regular reminders as it is helpful for them. 

More notice than just 4 months for a trip of £1100.00 per student. 

This is an incredibly valid point and under normal circumstances we aim for 10-12 months for a large foreign 
trip.  On a very small number of occasions, we are presented with an opportunity very late in the day and it is 
very difficult to decide whether to offer it or not.  I am very sorry if this has caused any issues. 

Staff members of the week 

Mr Bell Our daughter suddenly found herself overwhelmed and needing pastoral support, and Mr Bell stepped 
 up to the task; he made her feel safe and reassured, and quickly helped her feel calmer and more in 
 control.  He’s a real asset to the school. 

Motivational quote of the week: ‘Be so positive that negative people don’t want to be near you.’ 

Our losses this week are serving as a real reminder to us to focus on the positive wherever we can and to be as 
kind and understanding to all at every opportunity. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

What’s on next week 

Tuesday 21st May  Anti-Bullying Royal Baby celebration for students, 11am 
Wednesday 22nd May  Summer Term STOP Meeting, 1-3pm 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May  Half Term 

Study Session Programme 
 

Year 11 Half Term Study Sessions 

With exams in full swing these booster sessions will really help students prepare for the examinations after half 
term. Whilst these cannot be made compulsory, we strongly advise students attend. 

The sessions are as follows: Date Time Subject 

 
Tuesday 28th May 

1pm – 3.30pm Business Studies 

  BTEC Dance (Invite only) B11 

If your child has full day sessions Wednesday 29th May 10am – 1pm Science (Invite only) 

please ask them to bring a lunch Friday 31st May 9am - 12pm GCSE Music 

with them. 9am – 3.00pm History - C25/C26 

Mr R Corry, Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

Save the Date 

 

Our next PTA fundraising event will be a Bingo evening on Thursday 
13th June. 

Eyes down and on the look out for more information to follow… 
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Work Experience 

Congratulations to Aimee and Brandon who were at Bracknell Police Station this month 
for work experience to see what it is like being part of the police force. These two 
students had glowing applications and Miss Rushby and I could see how much passion 
they had in this sector of work. A video was shown to all the parents/carers about what 
they got up to in the week and it was nice to see how young people are starting to think 
about their careers. We hope you found the week enjoyable, valuable and rewarding! It 
was an absolute pleasure to watch you receive your certificates. 

Miss Toofany, Assistant Head of Year 10 

 

 

Keeping Hydrated 

As the weather is warming up, we would like remind students to stay hydrated 
during the day and bring refillable water bottles into school. Brakenhale 
Water Bottles are available to purchase for £2.00 using cash from the Print 
Room or Head of Year Office or alternatively you can pay via ParentPay and 
students can collect from Main Reception. 

 

 

 

Half Marathon Water Station 

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Sunday morning to help.  We had a fantastic turn out, glorious weather 
and we also raise a bit of money for the school. 

             

 

Meat Free Mondays and Climate Change 

This week Years 7 to 10 have had assemblies on the dangers posed by climate change and how they can make 
small changes their own lives which will make a difference to their carbon footprint.  

As a school we are also looking at our corporate responsibility and as such will be making one or two adjustments 
to how we operate. This includes our meat free Mondays as we attempt to reduce the amount of meat we 
consume as a school.  

I know one or two of the students found this to be a challenge however the science behind sheep and cattle and 
the levels of methane production is conclusive and it is something we want the students to persevere with and 
understand. 

Many thanks for your support with this initiative. 

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher 

  



Brakenhale School  17.05.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

 

Social Media Evening 

The school hosted a social media evening on Wednesday 15th May. At the evening the 
topics covered included 

1) Why technology use before bedtime can disrupt adolescent sleep patterns 
2) The science behind sleep and why good sleep is so important to the development 

of emotionally and physically healthy teenagers 
3) The dangers of technology use for intellectual achievement 
4) Online grooming and the dangers of online friendships 
5) How parents can support and work with their teenagers so that they can stay safe online 
6) A set of hands on tips for social media, phones, online gaming consoles and broadband networks was 

provided so that parents understood how to set up parental controls on all of these devices and systems 

The evening concluded by the school offering to sell to parents a basic ‘brick’ phone with £10 of credit provided. 
This is in response to parents who understandably want their children to have a phone so that they can keep in 
touch, however this phone comes without the social networking functions such as WhatsApp or Snapchat which 
can cause teenagers so many issues. The remaining phones will be available for £15 from Main Reception if any 
parent wants to come in and purchase one. 

Please find below links to the two presentations from the evening which are available on our website, together 
with other useful information, which I hope you will find time to look through. 

Social Media Evening 2019 Presentation   Prevent & React Presentation 

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher 

 

STEAM Festival 

The Widening Participation and Outreach Department (WP&O) are running the STEAM Festival for students in 
Year 9 with the aim of helping them find out more about Higher Education. Activities are designed to broaden 
their understanding of university, provide them with information about career opportunities available to them 
and help inform their GCSE and post-16 options as well as improve confidence in their ability to make future 
educational choices. 

 

Anti Bullying at Brakenhale 

Our Anti-Bullying initiative is supported by the Diana 
Award Anti-Bullying campaign and our Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors will be celebrating the birth of the latest 
royal baby next Tuesday, 21st May in the Bridge 
Nurture Room next to the Student Support Centre at 
breaktime. 

Students are invited to come and meet the team and help celebrate with cake 
and refreshments. 

Our wonderful team of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors volunteer to be available each 
breaktime in the Bridge Nurture Room beside the SSC to listen to those students 

who feel they may be experiencing bullying. The 
Ambassadors are a valuable resource for our 
students and also aid parental anxieties around 
bullying in our school.   

Mrs Palmer, Behaviour Support Manager  

Tuesday 21st  

May  

at Breaktime 

 

in the 
Bridge 

Nurture 

Room 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Social-media-evening-2019-2.pdf
https://brakenhale.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/MMU-Content-1.pdf
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Camera Club 

In this season of Bank Holidays, Camera Club has suffered by missing its usual Monday lunchtime meeting and as 
a consequence, only a stalwart few turned up this week. However, the quantity may have decreased but the 
quality definitely hasn't!  This week's challenge was to photograph flowers and we had some beautiful images 
from our talented members: Bethia P, Izzie C and Oliver M (Year 7), Rishyal B and Emile D (Year 9) and Charlotte H 
(Year 13).   

     

Next week's challenge is to photograph your idea of comfort: that could be your chosen spot for a nap, your 
favourite 'comfort' food, music that you listen to, a book that you read when you need cheering up, etc. Use your 
imagination and create a picture that captures your idea and feelings of comfort. 

Camera Club will be back to its usual Monday lunchtime from next week in B17 and everyone is welcome.  If you 
need an incentive to come, in a few weeks time, we will be looking for people to help photograph Sports Day and 
Camera Club members are given priority for this very important role! 

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography 

 

 

Performing Arts 

Evolution Boys Dance Group 

It was fantastic to have students attend our first Evolution Boys Dance 
session on Wednesday. We would like to remind any students that want to 
join to attend next week when we will start putting choreography together 
ready for our first performance. We are looking for anyone interested in 
Dance - it is also a great way to earn house points!  

Donations 

This week has seen some fantastic donations made to the Music 
department.  Organised by Miss Hope, we have received a wealth of sound 
equipment from Microsoft that will help to kit out the new main hall 
performance space in the new build. We also have a brand new piano, 
accordion and lots of sheet music gifted from a private donator via Kite 
Griffin Solicitors. All donations are very welcome and will be put to great use 
by our students, thank you. 

Wicked Trip 

We would like to remind Year 9, 10, 11 and 12 Drama students who have been invited on our West End Wicked 
trip that we should have their first deposit by now, the final payment date is Friday 14th June. The trip takes place 
on Tuesday 9th July. 

Disneyland Paris Dance Trip 

We have exciting news for our Year 10, 11 and 12 dance students who have been invited on a trip to Disneyland 
Paris - students will have the opportunity to perform on the main stage and go sight seeing. Letters will be sent 
out very soon and more details will follow.  
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Twitter  

Please follow our new and updated twitter account - @PAbrakenhale.  This account will be used for Music, Dance 
and Drama updates as well as showcasing what is happening in the faculty. 

Berkshire County Dance Company Youth Auditions - Saturday 22nd June 2019 

The company holds auditions each Summer term to find 20 dancers for the following year’s sessions.  The 
current company dancers must all re-audition to confirm their place.  Discretionary auditions can be held for 
dancers interested in the company at other times of the year, dependent on the company’s rehearsal schedule. 

The audition consists of a 2 hour contemporary-based class including warm-up, technique, learning repertoire 
and creative exercises. 

To apply for the auditions dancers must be aged 13-21, live, work or study in or near Berkshire, be available for 
Saturday rehearsals during term time and a half term residencies 
in February and October and have at least 2 years contemporary 
experience or related dance training. 

Application deadline 14th June. 

The audition costs £10 and an application form must be 
completed and returned to the company before the audition to 
confirm your place. 

If you would like an application form or have any questions about 
the company, please email lena.dee@southhillpark.org.uk 

Mr C Duffy, Head of Performing Arts 

 

 

PE Update 

Extra-Curricular Clubs  
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Finally the sun has come out and this really is the summer term. We have started our 
summer fixtures this week as well.  

The first Year 9 and 10 Rounders game having to be rearranged due to a number of 
injuries and illnesses meaning we didn't have a full team.  

The Year 7 and 8 game took place on Wednesday at Ranelagh. We had a bit of a rocky 
start as a number of students couldn't play, however from some amazing last minutes 
step-ins we managed to field 2 teams. A massive thank you to Josh R, Amelia D and 
Astrea for stepping in last minute.  

It was the first game of the season, so we were a little bit rusty in the first innings, however in the second inning 
we were getting into the swing of it.  There was some outstanding fielding by Josh and brilliant hitting by Kelis.  

The final score for the Year 8 game was 9 -15 to Ranelagh. The player of the match was Kellis. 

It was the Year 7s first ever Rounders game and theywere excited to play. They remembered a lot from primary 
school, however secondary school rounders is different and there a number of rules that change. The Year 7s 
started to get into the swing of the new rules after some fantastic coaching by Claudia P. The final score was 7 -7 
1/2 to Brakenhale. The player of the match was Elizabeth D.  

Well Done to everyone who played - remember to come to training to learn more tactics ready for the next game.  

Rounders Young Leaders Award 

Miss Rushby and myself will be running the Rounders Young Leaders Award this year. This is an exciting course 
that will encourage students to be involved in sport and promote Rounders and result in an official qualification 
from England Rounders. The award will help towards college/6th form/university applications. I am afraid it is 
only for students over the age of 14. If you are interested or would like further details please come and see Miss 
Rushby or myself.  

District Athletics  

If you have been selected to represent the school in District Athletics on Wednesday 
22nd May you need to make sure you are available for Saturday 8th June. This is the 
county round of the competition, and if you are selected you will represent Bracknell on 
the 8th June. Please can you make sure you have enough food and water for the event 
and that you are in your full PE kit (if the weather continues like this you will need to 
make sure you have sun cream). If you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

Fixtures 

If you cannot make a fixture, please can you let the Teacher in Charge know or at least someone in the PE 
department. We are having too many students not bothering to tell anyone that they cannot play and we are only 
finding out as we are ready to leave for an event. Not only does this let your team down but also the other school 
who were looking forward to having a fixture. Please can you make sure the teacher in charge knows as soon as 
possible that you can't play and not on the day!  

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

21/5/19 7 Athletics Edgbarrow Edgbarrow 3.15/5.30pm MPO 

22/5/19 8-10 Athletics District Athletics Bracknell Athletics Track 1.00/5.45pm LWI 

Thank you  

The PE Department, Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
Mr Potter, Head of PE 
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Walk with Us! New Build Fundraising 

 

As part of our fundraising endeavours to equip our new building, we are participating in the Easthampstead 
Rotary Club Bracknell Family Walk Together on Sunday 7th July. We are hoping that as many of our parents, 
students, staff and their families, friends and neighbours will participate and gain sponsorship for our school. You 
can walk between 9am and 2pm and there will also be some fun activities going on during the day. 

If you are willing to take part, you will need to register by following the link: 

https://uk.patronbase.com/_SouthHillPark/Productions/Q160/Performances  

Registration costs £5 per adult and is free for children under 14. 

I can organise a sponsorship page for you, providing you with a link that you can share with family and friends – 
you will not need to fill in forms, or collect money. You will just need to e-mail me at 
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk to let me know that you have registered. 

The Rotary Club will award monetary prizes to the charity that has the most participants and the individual that 
raises the most money. 

We are hoping it will be a great day and that many of you will join us. 

Kind regards 

Karen Roche, Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

Maths Puzzle & Countdown 

 

Last week’s answer: 71 

 

Don’t forget Maths Encryption and Coding Wednesday 
lunchtime club for anyone who may be interested in 
encryption and coding. 

Ms L Harbour, Maths Teacher 
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Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

           

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer 

 

 

 

School Dining Hall 

Please see the menu for next week.  

 

Please note that dishes may be changed at 
short notice due to availability and other 
extenuating circumstances. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - 
kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

  

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
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Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission:  

Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

Fundraising 
 

Dear Parents and carers 

Well done to Dawn Godwin who ran for our school in last weekend’s half-
marathon. Please support her if you can by sponsoring her using the link 
below and giving her a big cheer as she runs past: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin 

The sponsorship for the group of our parents, friends and students who 
walked/ran/cycled The Long Walk in Windsor has increased to a total of 
£691.00 so our overall amount raised has gone up again. Their page is still 
open if you wish to donate: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4  

The students who took part in this event were selected to take part in the 
signing of the last steel for the new building that Mrs Coley reported on. We will always try to find a special way 
to thank students who raise money for us. 

Please note the date of the Community Walk, organised by Easthampstead Rotary Club, on Sunday 7th July. I hope 
that many of you will and your children will walk with us. Please keep the date free. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners this week.   

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are looking to increase new members each 
month, so if you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

  

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
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Events and Notices 
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Future Events and Notices 

 

      

 

   

   

 

 

  

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Teacher of Core Subjects 

 Head of History 

 Second in Science 

 Business & Economics Teacher 

 English Teacher 

 Maths Teacher 

 Graduates in Maths, English, Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May  Half Term 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
 

 

Term Dates – 2020/2021 
 

AUTUMN TERM 

2020 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 Inset Days 

Thursday 3rd September – Friday 18th December 2020 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1st January 2021 

(Friday 1st January Bank Holiday) 

SPRING TERM 
2021 

Monday 4th January – Thursday 1st April 2021 

Spring Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Spring Holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

(Good Friday 2nd  April, Easter Monday 5th April) 

SUMMER TERM 

2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th , Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

 

INSET Days            Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

                                   Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 
 
 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

