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Dear Parents/Carers 

This was a short week but one that was definitely very busy! 

On Tuesday the Facilities Manager and I visited the new build and 
we now have internal walls!  The size of the classrooms, main hall, 
LRC and the dining space are just fantastic.  It has begun to really 
take shape and the excitement mounts…. 

Our Brilliant Club students visited Royal Holloway on Tuesday as 
part of their graduation from the scheme, they have all written 
essays of thousands of words to ‘A’ level standard, with three 
students gaining the equivalent of a 1st.  In addition, they had a tour 
of the university and Ethan Vine very bravely stepped up in front of all the other schools to explain the project 
that our students had undertaken.  They were accompanied by Mrs Masson who was incredibly proud of the way 
they conducted themselves and of all they have achieved. 

We also had our prospectus designers on site last Friday taking photographs of students to create our new 
prospectus.  The feedback from Mr Buckland was fantastic, with him taking time out to email me personally and 
let me know how professionally our students conducted themselves across the day.  Well done to all those 
involved and of course all our students who represented themselves in such a positive way throughout. 

Our PTA met last night and have a number of exciting events planned for the forthcoming weeks.  The first of 
these is our Bingo night on Thursday 13th June, and we look forward to many of you joining us for this.  More 
details to follow very soon.  Thank you to those of you who have already signed up to help out at the Bracknell 
Half Marathon on Sunday.  Please email main reception if you think you may have a couple of spare hours in the 
morning. 

Student of the week: 

Harrison Helyer and Megan Lockyer in Year 12 – Both students photographed their first wedding last weekend 
and were absolutely fabulous.  The comments from the guests were that they were incredibly professional and 
a credit to the school.  Well done! 

Lily Knowles in Year 11 – Having seen a fellow student distressed, Lily supported them through this and acted in 
an incredibly mature fashion, despite being quite upset herself.  This is an example of the supportive behaviour 
that makes us proud of students.  Brilliant work Lily! 

William Seaton in Year 7 – William took part in the Fencing British Youth Championships (BYC) 2019 which is the 
biggest Fencing competition in the calendar, attracting fencers from all over the UK.  Despite being entered into 
a difficult poule (group of fencers) with competitors who represent their country, he won 2 out of 5 matches.  
Overall William ranked 25th at the end of the day which places him 1st in the Southern Region and 25th in Great 
Britain.  I am sure you will agree this is an outstanding performance – What an amazing effort William – we look 
forward to future news. 

Suzi Reeve in Year 10 – For being an incredible ambassador for the school at a large meeting of education 
professionals.  We are really proud of you Suzi. 

Fab & Drab feedback this week is as follows: 

Fab: 

On Friday, watching the Headteacher alone, in the pouring rain, walking the area, keeping an eye out on our 
children on the way home from school. 

Vending machines now in school.  Fab - saves our child the long queue in the canteen. 
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The fact we can use fab and drab comments.  It does not matter what you throw at this school they do seem to 
listen and often find a solution.  ‘Extra support in school’ – now many student support staff. ‘Long break and 
lunch queues’ – vending machines to help ease queues. ‘Loss of items’ – add lost property link. ‘No place to eat 
packed lunches in wet and cold’ – opened up classrooms. ‘Safety of our children on way home’ – staff walk with 
them. ‘Lack of comments on achievement points’ – this has got better with some.  The list could go on over the 
past couple of years.   Thank you. 

Regular contact with us through a very informative, clear parent news and year news also the school gateway 
app is great for keeping track of things. 

Drab: 

Mobile phones being used in the school, my children do not like or feel comfortable with it. 

The school rule regarding mobile phones is very clear, the students are not permitted to use them and if they are 
seen with them they are confiscated and a sanction given.  I know students find it difficult sometimes to report 
things but please ask your children to mention this to their tutors and I can then deal with specific incidents.  
Thank you for bringing this to my attention. 

Staff members of the week 

Mrs Harris Miss has been really supportive and has helped me out a lot during the week. 

Ms Ball  She is always really kind and gentle, she makes me feel really comfortable to be around and 
  makes me happy when I’m sad. 

Miss Robson For taking the time to keep us informed about how our daughter is doing when she is  
  struggling.  Generally people are very quick to call us about the bad bits but it’s rare to hear 
  about the good bits and Miss Robson has taken the time to call on more than one occasion 
  with a positive report. 

Miss Gosling Fantastic. 

Finally, we have a member of the community running in the Bracknell half marathon on Sunday.  This parent 
has a fundraising page and any money that she raises she is going to donate to the school for the new build.  If 
you are able please take the time to look at her fundraising page which can be found at 
www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin  

Enjoy the weekend.  Let’s hope the rain stays away and it warms up a bit.  

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

What’s on next week 

Sunday 12th May  Bracknell Half Marathon Water Station, 8.45am to 12 noon 
Please join us at the Coningsby Gate to help set up, hand out water or be one 
of the Marshals! 

Tuesday 14th May  CCF Information Evening, 6-7pm 
Wednesday 15th May  Summer Term STOP Meeting (new programme), 1-3pm 

A Parent’s Guide to Responsible Teenage Technology Use meeting, 6.30pm 
 

Lost Property 

We have a very large collection of un-named Tools for Learning in lost property. 

If your child has lost their equipment could they please come to the Head of Year office to identify and collect 
before half term (Monday 27th to Friday 31st May).  At the beginning of June all unclaimed equipment will be 
donated to school. 

Mrs T McCrorie, Curriculum Support  

http://www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin
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Bracknell Lexicon Half Marathon – Sunday 12th May 

 

Don’t forget we are looking for volunteers to help 
set up and for volunteers to Marshal and hand 
out water from 8.45am to 12.00pm. It is always a 
lovely community event, if you have helped in 
previous years please come along and help us 
again this year. All students and parents would be 
most welcome to come along and help hand out 
water/sponges, it is great fun.  

It would be really helpful for organisation of the 
day if you could let me know if you intend to help 
by completing our online form by clicking here, 
emailing me on ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk or 
calling and leaving a message with your name and 
the number of helpers coming with you on my 
direct line 01344 464791.  

Brakenhale School is water station 5, this is 
between miles 8 and 9. We have been asked to 
be set up and ready by 8.30am and at our stations 
by 8:45am. The last runners will be through by 
approximately 12pm.  

In addition to volunteers for the water station 
that will be outside the Coningsby Gate we will 
need Marshals for: 

 64: the underpass at Ingleton 

 65: the underpass at the Downside Hotel 

 66: the Bus link from Crowthorne Road to 
Downshire Way. 

 67: Brakenhale water station 

 68: the footpaths at the rear of KFC 

 69: the footpath/cycle way south of the underpass 

If you would specifically like to volunteer to Marshal at one of these points please let me know. 

The runners will be running in an anti-clockwise direction, so will be approaching your marshal point/water 
station from Rectory Lane and heading towards the Sports Centre. 

It is very important that Marshals are in place and that drink stations are ready to go in plenty of time, by 9.00 am 
at the very latest. There will be official course marshals driving round to check all is in place ready to go. 

All marshals will be issued with a fluorescent tabard which they should wear during the race (we have to return 
these). There will also be a limited stock of souvenir T Shirts available which volunteers will be able to keep. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Kim Singleton, on behalf of Brakenhale PTA, ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk, 01344 464 791  

  

https://forms.gle/D9dg8SKdGQF2BYNT7
mailto:ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk
mailto:ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk
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The Brilliant Club Graduation 

I had the privilege of taking 12 Year 9 students to their graduation on Wednesday to celebrate the achievement of 
all 12 students successful passing the Brilliant club scholar's programme.  

They were required to write a 2000 word essay at A Level standard on rising sea levels, a tutor from Oxford 
University supported them through the process. All students did amazingly well and we are very proud of all their 
achievements.  

Their graduation was held at Royal Hollaway, part of the University of London. What a fantastic set of buildings 
and the tour was really informative, if not a little wet from all the rain. Our students were also given lots of 
information about University life and the history of the buildings; they were particularly interested and impressed 
in the range of societies.  

A special mention to Ethan Vine who did a great speech to summarise the course in front of everyone there. A 
massive well done to you all! 

Mrs C Masson, Maths Teacher, Higher Ability Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Ski Trip – December 2019 

We are organising a Ski Trip this Christmas to the resort of Passo 
Tonale, which lies between Lombardy and Trentino in the Italian Alps. 
We will be leaving on Thursday 12th December and returning on 
Wednesday 18th December 2019. 

The resort is situated at approximately 1800m above sea level and 
features the Pressenna Glacier, guaranteeing skiing.  Tonale is also 
linked to the resort of Ponte di Legno, which offers a more traditional 
Alpine experience with wood lined slopes at a lower altitude.  

We will be staying at the Piandeneve Hotel, which provides some of the best accommodation available in the 
area. The Hotel is 200m from the Ski School meeting point and a short walk from the village centre. 

The cost of this trip is £1100.00 per student, which will include all coach transfers, return flights from a London 
Airport (TBC), all ski, ski boot and helmet hire for the trip, 5 day lift pass, 5 hours per day of ski lessons with fully 
qualified English speaking instructors, travel insurance, 3 hot meals a day in the Hotel’s buffet style restaurant and 
a full programme of evening entertainments (to include some if not all of the following – night skiing, pizza 
evening, bowling, tubing, swimming, disco).  A non-refundable deposit will be required by Friday 31st May and a 
payment plan has been put together so that full payment is received by the end of September. 

Please see below links to specific websites for more information: 

https://www.skiclub.co.uk/italy/resorts/passo-tonale 

https://www.skiclub.co.uk/italy/resorts/ponte-di-legno 

https://www.piandinevetonale.it/en/home-page-piandineve-hotel-official-website 

  

https://www.skiclub.co.uk/italy/resorts/passo-tonale
https://www.skiclub.co.uk/italy/resorts/ponte-di-legno
https://www.piandinevetonale.it/en/home-page-piandineve-hotel-official-website
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I have run over 20 ski trips in the past and stayed at this hotel with School parties on at 2 previous occasions and in 
my humble experience it is the best Hotel in Europe. I am a qualified Ski Course Leader (Snowsport GB) with over 
20 years’ experience, and this is a really exciting opportunity to take students’ learning outside the classroom and 
is something we are delighted to be able to offer.    

    

Mr Spaul, ICT and Maths Teacher 

 

 

 

Performing Arts 

The Performing Arts Faculty would like to share this fantastic opportunity with Brakenhale students to audition 
for Berkshire County Dance Company Youth (BCDCY). As part of BCDCY students are exposed to working with 
professional dancers and choreographers, helping them gain industry experience. They will have many 
opportunities to perform at professional events and be involved with the local arts community. Students who 
have successfully gained places have made incredible improvements in Dance that have resulted in stronger 
grades at Key Stage 4 and 5 and supported their progression to fantastic higher education institutes. 

Berkshire County Dance Company Youth Auditions - Saturday 22nd June 2019 

The company holds auditions each Summer term to find 20 dancers for the following year’s sessions.  The 
current company dancers must all re-audition to confirm their place.  Discretionary auditions can be held for 
dancers interested in the company at other times of the year, dependent on the company’s rehearsal schedule. 

The audition consists of a 2 hour contemporary-based class including warm-up, technique, learning repertoire 
and creative exercises. 

To apply for the auditions dancers must be aged 13-21, 
live, work or study in or near Berkshire, be available for 
Saturday rehearsals during term time and a half term 
residencies in February and October and have at least 2 
years contemporary experience or related dance 
training. 

The audition costs £10 and an application form must be 
completed and returned to the company before the 
audition to confirm your place. 

If you would like an application form or have any 
questions about the company, please email 
lena.dee@southhillpark.org.uk 

Mr C Duffy, Head of Performing Arts 
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Maths Puzzle & Countdown 

 

This week’s puzzle: 71 Last week’s answer: 70 

 
 

 

Don’t forget Maths Encryption and Coding Wednesday lunchtime club for anyone who may be interested in 
encryption and coding. 

Ms L Harbour, Maths Teacher 
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Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

           

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer 

 

 

 

School Dining Hall 

Meat Free Mondays  

There has been significant discussion recently about the 
positive environmental and health impact of eating less 
meat so here at Brakenhale we have decided to dedicate 
Mondays to meat free meals in the canteen. 

In this simple and fun way we aim to encourage our students to think about the impact of eating meat on climate, 
natural resources and health and take responsibility, coming together as a school community to help the planet 
and promote healthy food. 
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Please see the menu for next week.  

 

Please note that dishes may be changed at short notice due to availability and other extenuating circumstances. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

 

PE Update 

Well, the weather this week has not been kind to us, considering we are now a couple of weeks into the summer 
term! Fingers crossed for the weather next week as we have our first fixtures of this half term.  

Fixtures Next week 

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

14/5/19 9 and 10 Rounders Edgbarrow Home 3.15/4.45pm MPO 

15/5/19 7 and 8 Rounders Ranelagh Away 3.05/5.00pm LWI 

 

Rounders Bat Competition 

Remember we have entered an exciting competition to win a Rounders Bat designed by YOU!  The competition 
requires you to design your own bat and poster as to why you love rounders.  The closing date for the 
competition is the 24th June.  For further information and to come and collect your template, please come to the 
PE office and speak to Miss Willimott.  The competition is organised by Aresson Design a Bat competition 2019.  

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 

  

Make sure you are familiar with the extra-curricular timetable, as we have now started playing fixtures. If you 
would like to play in a fixture then please make sure you come to training.  

Girls Active - Do you want to be a GALM member?  

Do you love sport? Or hate sport? Do you want to be a role model? Do you want to be a leader?  Then being a 
part of the GALM squad is for you. GALM stands for Girls Active Leadership and Management Squad.   

Being a member of the GALM means you will have a say about PE and the girls curriculum. You are going to be the 
voice of all the girls in the school. You are going to come up with ideas of how we can get more girls to enjoy PE 
inside and outside of school. You are going to organise events and of course you will work together as a team! 

Please register your interested with Miss Willimott in the PE office.  Girls come along and bring a friend so that 
you can have your say! 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
Mr Potter, Head of PE 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission:  

Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Fundraising 
 

Dear Parents and carers 

We are excited about this weekend’s half-marathon and that Dawn 
Godwin is running for our school. Please support her if you can by 
sponsoring her using the link below and giving her a big cheer as she runs 
past: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin 

I will be helping at the water station manned by the Brakenhale PTA on 
Sunday. Please come and talk to me about fundraising if you have any 
bright ideas. 

The sponsorship for the group of our parents, friends and students who 
walked/ran/cycled The Long Walk in Windsor has increased to a total of 
£691.00 so our overall amount raised has gone up again. Their page is still 
open if you wish to donate: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4  

The students who took part in this event were selected to take part in the signing of the last steel for the new 
building that Mrs Coley reported on. We will always try to find a special way to thank students who raise money 
for us. 

Please note that the date of the Community Walk, organised by Easthampstead Rotary Club, has changed from 
19th May to 7th July. I hope that many of you will and your children will walk with us. We are still working out the 
logistics of this but I will tell you more about it next week. Please keep the date free. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners 
this week.   

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to 
our school lottery.  We are looking to 
increase new members each month, so if you 
have not signed up yet now is your chance to 
do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could 
win a prize (approximately £20 depending on 
participants, which increases the more 
members we have). Plus you have a weekly 
chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant 
vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/joannefox4
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
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Events and Notices 
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Future Events and Notices 

 

      

 

   

   

 

 

  

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Head of History 

 Second in Science 

 Business & Economics Teacher 

 English Teacher 

 Maths Teacher 

 Graduates in Maths, English, Science and 
Business/Economics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Wednesday 22nd May  Summer Term STOP Meeting, 1-3pm 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May  Half Term 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
 

 

Term Dates – 2020/2021 
 

AUTUMN TERM 

2020 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 Inset Days 

Thursday 3rd September – Friday 18th December 2020 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1st January 2021 

(Friday 1st January Bank Holiday) 

SPRING TERM 
2021 

Monday 4th January – Thursday 1st April 2021 

Spring Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Spring Holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

(Good Friday 2nd  April, Easter Monday 5th April) 

SUMMER TERM 

2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th , Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

 

INSET Days            Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

                                   Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 
 
 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

