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Dear Parents/Carers 

This week has been our first five day week for over a month and I feel as if we fitted ten days into five!  The GCSEs 
have started with Art and Photography students spending over ten hours this week in examinations.  From now 
on it really will be a full focus for all our Year 11 students on their final exams.  In addition, Year 12 and 13 students 
are almost at this point as well so good luck to all of them! 

On Tuesday a group of our Year 7 and 8 students took part in the first stages of the Junior Maths Challenge and 
they all focused and engaged incredibly well on some very difficult maths problems.  We look forward to receiving 
the results.  On Thursday the students undertaking the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh spent the day with the 
assessors discussing and preparing for the upcoming expedition.  As a school we are very proud of the uptake for 
this award and of the achievements of the students who undertake this qualification. 

On Friday all of our Year 12 students were accompanied by Mr Boucher, Mr Hartley and Mrs Perryman to Reading 
Blue Coat School for a university and apprenticeship event.  This visit is part of a series of events to support our 
Post 16 students in making their choices for next year.  We were also joined by our prospectus team who were 
accompanied by 15 students throughout the day taking photographs and gaining information on the school in 
order to put together our new prospectus.  I had the pleasure of spending some time with them all and we are 
all really looking forward to seeing the final product across the next few weeks.  

As I am sure you are aware there is a national recruitment and retention crisis in the teaching profession and I 
have always done all that I can to ensure that this hasn’t affected our students at Brakenhale.  Our school is a 
lovely place to work and I am very fortunate to have a team of incredibly committed staff.  However, one pressure 
on staffing is childcare for teachers’ own children and so I am in the process of setting up, hopefully for 
September, a nursery provision for the children of Brakenhale staff.  As money is incredibly tight we are looking 
at as many inventive ways as possible to reduce the set-up costs and we have been very lucky to have been 
offered some community support from a local business to help with the decoration of the nursery.  We are now 
looking for some help with some small building requirements and the installation of a toilet, so if anybody is able 
to help in any way please do get in touch. 

Finally, please could I ask for your support in reminding students to be mindful of the local community as they 
walk home.  I get so many positive comments from residents about the conduct of our students but on the odd 
occasion they are not always aware of the need to make way for pedestrians on the pavement and to keep off 
garden areas that are adjacent to the roadway.  Many thanks. 

Student of the week: 

Daniel Hamed-Adekale, Year 10, for doing a good deed.  When a member of staff laden down with books dropped 
her phone without realising Daniel picked it up went to find her and then offered to help her with her things. 
Thank you Daniel. 

Jade Daniel, Year 12, who has been amazing in supporting the Year 10 Photographers during their GCSE 
examination.  She went to every lesson and ensured they were supported with the start of their final project.   
Thank you Jade. 

Sandia Lenarduzzi, Year 8, for her amazing winning entry in the exhibition at South Hill Park ‘Bracknell, a great 
place to grow’. 

Fab & Drab feedback this week is as follows: 

Fab: 

I am really excited about the progress Brakenhale has made.  I've been keeping my eye on the secondary 
schools since we moved to Bracknell 8 years ago and I'm really hoping my girls can attend there when they 
reach Year 7.  It seems like the school is pretty amazing! – Local resident 

Drab: 
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The toilets always seem to be unclean and my child doesn’t feel comfortable to use them. 

I am sorry that this is how your child feels.  The toilets are old but we do all we can to keep them clean and in a 
condition that would not prevent a child wanting to use them.  Please do let me know if there are specific toilets 
and or issues and I will endeavour to get this rectified.  We will have immaculate, modern toilet facilities from 
January 2020 in the new build. 

There is nowhere to sit outside by the art rooms anymore.  Loads of people have to sit on stairs or the edge of 
walls.  There is not enough seating and that makes break and lunch less relaxing. 

I know this isn’t ideal but there always is space in the dining hall in the back area to sit.  I cannot spend any 
money on outdoor furnishings until the new build is complete. 

Staff members of the week 

Miss Byers Makes lessons fun and the work she does is not boring.  She is always happy in lesson and 
not over strict. 

Miss Ioannidis She is the best teacher this school has ever had – she makes sure I understand the work. 

Enjoy the bank holiday weekend. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

What’s on next week 

Monday 6th May  Bank Holiday, school closed 
Tuesday 7th May  Spring Term STOP Meeting, 9-11am 
Thursday 9th May  PTA Meeting, 6.15pm 

 

Celebrating Shakespeare 

To celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday on April 23rd and to coincide with the Key Stage Three study of various 
Shakespeare texts throughout this half term, the Year 7s were tasked with designing their own model or drawing 
of ‘The Globe Theatre’ as part of their Easter holiday homework. On Friday of last week, the weird and wonderful 
creations were brought to the library to be judged by the English Department and we were blown away by the 
quality of the work produced. From cakes to computer-produced 3D Globes; models made from lego, wood and 
cardboard to models that magically lit up, it was a difficult task to choose the best entry for each category. 

Finally, with some help from other members of staff the following winners were chosen: 

Best Drawing: Odeea Bogos   Most Innovative: Alex Clements 

Best Structure: Darren Bury-Cooke  Best Effort: Labrini Goulas 

Overall exceptional effort: Isabelle Bennett 

And a special mention to Ethan Spary-Hawthorn whose lego masterpiece broke on arrival... 

A big thank you and well done to all who participated and spent time during their holidays working on this project 
- it was a great way to commemorate one of England's greatest writers. 

    

Miss O’Brien, English Teacher  
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Camera Club Update 

In this season of bank holidays, Camera Club managed a quiet meeting on this rare Monday lunchtime!  However, 
we still had lots of photographs to look at from the Easter holidays and lots of reminders about chocolate, as can 
be seen in these great photographs from Charlotte H (Year 13), Taylor P (Year 7), Honey B and Rishyal B (Year 9).   
I really appreciate the amount of time and effort that has gone into Ellie M's (Year 9) sequence of fluffy chicks 
being 'born' from chocolate eggs and how clever the idea is. Harrison H (Year 12) and Izzie C (Year 7) have taken 
some stunning pictures of colourful flowers. Finally Bethia P (Year 7) has taken a gorgeous picture of a flower and 
a cross, reminding us all of the origins of Easter. 

Clearly the flowers inspired the group, as they made the decision for the coming week's challenge: to capture the 
inside of flowers.  This is the time of year when we have daffodils, bluebells, pansies, cherry tree blossom and 
tulips so a perfect choice I think.  With next week's bank holiday, the next meeting of Camera Club will be on 
Monday 13th May and due to exams, will be in A01. 

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 CPR Training 

Each tutor group in Year 9 will get the opportunity to benefit from this experience as 

part of their PSHE lessons over the next few weeks. It is an exciting and worthwhile 

experience which may be of use if they ever need to put it into practice.  Everybody 

who completes the training successfully will also receive a certificate.  

The CPR training course is instructed to students by Ms Ball, our school health 

coordinator.  

Miss Ball, Health Coordinator 
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Research Project by Reading University 

Brakenhale are going to be working with a team of researchers from Reading University on a research project 

designed to improve treatment access for adolescents with anxiety disorders and/or depression. Full details 

about the involvement of parents/carers and students have been sent home via schoolcomms. Should you agree 

for you/your child to participate you do not need to do anything at this time to participate. If you do not want 

your son/daughter to take part please click on the link to opt out Opt Out Form 

The project has been reviewed by the University of Reading Research Ethics Committee, and this committee has 

given the study favourable opinion to conduct. All researchers involved in the project have been through the 

enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service checking process and received approval by the School of Psychology and 

Clinical Language Studies for working with children and adolescents.   

 

  

 

 

 

Lost Property 

Have you lost something?  Don’t forget… 

 

Email us on the address below and we will endeavour to locate the item 
and return it to you as soon as possible.  We have a member of staff who 
has a specific role in overseeing lost property and she will do her best to 
help. 

Email :  lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk 

Please make sure your items are named so we can them promptly. 

Thank you to all the parents and students that have used this email address.  

Students are always welcome to look through lost property, which is based in the Head of Year office, at the start 
of the day from 8.30am then at any break time or at the end of day.  

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for naming students items, as so much more can be returned to our 
students now.  

Mrs T McCrorie, Curriculum Support Assistant 

  

https://reading.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/iat-ada-parent-info-and-opt-out
mailto:lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk
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Bracknell Lexicon Half Marathon 

There is just under 2 weeks to go before the 2019 
Lexicon Bracknell Half Marathon which takes 
place on Sunday 12th May 2019. This year is the 
second year that the half-marathon will start and 
finish at the Lexicon. We are looking for 
volunteers to help set up and for volunteers to 
Marshal and hand out water from 8.30/8.45am to 
12.00pm. It is always a lovely community event, if 
you have helped in previous years please come 
along and help us again this year. All students and 
parents would be most welcome to come along 
and help hand out water/sponges, it is great fun.  

It would be really helpful for organisation of the 
day if you could let me know if you intend to help 
by completing our online form by clicking here, 
emailing me on ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk or 
calling and leaving a message with your name and 
the number of helpers coming with you on my 
direct line 01344 464791.  

Brakenhale School is water station 5, this is 
between miles 8 and 9. We have been asked to 
be set up and ready by 8.30am and at our stations 
by 8:45am. The last runners will be through by 
approximately 12pm.  

In addition to volunteers for the water station 
that will be outside the Coningsby Gate we will 
need Marshals for: 

 64: the underpass at Ingleton 

 65: the underpass at the Downside Hotel 

 66: the Bus link from Crowthorne Road to Downshire Way. 

 67: Brakenhale water station 

 68: the footpaths at the rear of KFC 

 69: the footpath/cycle way south of the underpass 

If you would specifically like to volunteer to Marshal at one of these points please let me know. 

The runners will be running in an anti-clockwise direction, so will be approaching your marshal point/water 
station from Rectory Lane and heading towards the Sports Centre. 

It is very important that Marshals are in place and that drink stations are ready to go in plenty of time, by 9.00 am 
at the very latest. There will be official course marshals driving round to check all is in place ready to go. 

All marshals will be issued with a fluorescent tabard which they should wear during the race (we have to return 
these). There will also be a limited stock of souvenir T Shirts available which volunteers will be able to keep. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Kim Singleton, on behalf of Brakenhale PTA, ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk, 01344 464 791  

 

  

https://forms.gle/D9dg8SKdGQF2BYNT7
mailto:ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk
mailto:ksingleton@brakenhale.co.uk
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Water Bottles 

With the warmer weather could we please remind you that students 
need to have a NAMED re-usable water bottle to keep hydrated.  

Brakenhale logo water bottles are available to purchase from the 
Head of Year Office, print room and main reception for the cost of 
£2.00. 

We are unable to provide single use cups for water during the hot 
weather for students. 

Any lost or unclaimed bottles will be taken to the Head of Year Office, 
along with all lost property.  

Many Thanks 

Mrs T McCrorie, Curriculum Support Assistant 

 

  

Maths Puzzle & Countdown 

This week’s puzzle : 70 

Don’t forget Maths Encryption and Coding Wednesday 
lunchtime club for anyone who may be interested in 
encryption and coding. 

Ms L Harbour, Maths Teacher 
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Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

         

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer 

 

 

School Dining Hall 

Please see the menu for next week.  

 

Please note that dishes may be changed at short 
notice due to availability and other extenuating 
circumstances. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - 
kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

  

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
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PE Update 

 

The first full week back after Easter has been a busy one with all the extra-curricular clubs starting. Make sure you 
know when the clubs are on and come and join us! This week also saw year 11 GCSE Moderation at Wellington 
College, with this in mind there is not long until the GCSE PE exam!  

Year 11 Practical Moderation 

Congratulations to our Year 11 GCSE PE group who successfully completed their practical moderation at 
Wellington College. As part of their moderation process our students have had to perform in athletics, 
badminton, handball, netball and trampolining. Brakenhale students were in direct competition with students 
from Wellington College, The Marist, St Georges and Heathfield school. All students stepped up on the day and 
performed exceptionally well under intense conditions. By completion of the day the students have secured 40% 
of their final grade, this puts them in a great position for their exams at the end of May.  Well done Year 11! 

Year 11 Dates for your Dairy  

The GCSE PE Exams are on the 15th and 17th May and the BTEC Resit Exam is on the 9th May. 

Do you want to be a GALM member?  

Do you love sport? Or hate sport? Do you want to be a role model? Do you want to be a leader?  

Then being a part of the GALM squad is for you. GALM stands for Girls Active Leadership and Management Squad.  

Being a member of the GALM means you will have a say about PE and the girls curriculum. You are going to be 
representative of the voice of all the girls in the school. You are going to come up with ideas of how we can get 
more girls to enjoy PE inside and outside of school. You are going to organise events and of course you will work 
together as a team! 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th May in the PE Office.  Girls come along and bring a friend so that you 
can have your say!  
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‘Design a Rounders Bat’ Competition  

We have an exciting competition which we have entered. It is for the chance for 
students to design their own rounders bat!  

We will be competing against schools across the country and if your design wins then 
the bat will be made. You will have your own customised Aresson Rounders Bat.  

The competition requires you to design your own bat and a poster as to why you love 
rounders.  

The closing date for the competition is Monday 24th June.  

For further information and to come and collect your template, please come to the PE office and speak to Miss 
Willimott.  

The competition is organised by Aresson Design a Bat competition 2019. 

Many thanks for your continued support with school sport at Brakenhale.  

 

 

 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
Mr Potter, Head of PE 

 

 

  

  I 

ROUNDERS 
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Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission:  

Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising 
 

Dear Parents and carers 

We are so grateful for those of you that are doing wonderful things 
to support our fundraising and, week by week, you will see the total 
increasing. We are still a long way from our target so if you are 
feeling motivated by the others mentioned on this page, please 
contact me at fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk, or visit our fundraising 
page at 
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468  

Please note that the date of the Community Walk, organised by 
Easthampstead Rotary Club, has changed from 19th May to 7th July. I 
hope that many of you and your children will walk with us. More 
details to follow. 

Our amazing athlete, Dawn Godwin is running in the Lexicon 
Bracknell Half Marathon on 12th May. If you go to watch, please give 
Dawn a big cheer when you see her. Her sponsorship page is now set 
up, at: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin.  If you go onto the page, you will see my name, not 
Dawn’s. This is because I set the page up for Dawn and it automatically used my name! Any of you who know me 
will understand that it is definitely not me who is running the half-marathon!!! 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

 
 

  

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/dawngodwin.
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
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Reading FC Discounted Tickets 

 

Discounted Reading FC Tickets plus fantastic prizes 
to be won! 

 Reading FC v Birmingham City on Sunday 5th 
May 12:30pm Kick Off.  

The Reading FC School and Grassroots Ticketing Scheme also allows our School to raise much needed funds, as for 
every ticket you purchase, a percentage of the ticket is donated back to the school from Reading Football Club.  

If our School is successful, then we have the opportunity of winning some of the following prizes:  Meet the first 
team players, Play on the Madejski Stadium pitch, Bonus towards our funding, Free Family Tickets, Signed items 
and much more!  

How to Book:  

Reading FC sell 4 home league fixtures at a time throughout the season, and anyone wishing to book should check 
on sale dates via www.readingfc.co.uk. 

Once one of our chosen fixtures are on sale, phone the Ticket Office on 0118 968 1313 and quote Brakenhale 
School.  Tickets must be booked by the chosen deadline for each fixture. This is 3pm on the Thursday before a 
weekend fixture, or 3pm on a Friday before a Tuesday night fixture. After this time, discounted tickets will not be 
available through the scheme.   

Tickets are only available in the Eamonn Dolan Stand including the family 
Area.  Each booking must have at least one child as part of the booking.  
Madejski Stadium ground regulations and ticketing Terms and Conditions 
also apply, please visit www.readingfc.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners 
this week.   
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to 
our school lottery.  We are looking to 
increase new members each month, so if you 
have not signed up yet now is your chance to 
do this. 
There is a weekly draw in which you could 
win a prize (approximately £20 depending on 
participants, which increases the more 
members we have). Plus you have a weekly 
chance to win up to £25,000. 
There is also a chance to win restaurant 
vouchers this summer. 
Click on the link today and join up: Support 
the Brakenhale Lottery 
You have to be in it to win it. 
 
  

Age Band 
Ticket 
Price 

Amount 
Raised  

Adult £15 £5 

65 and over £10 £4 

18-24 £8 £3 

17 and under  £5 £2 

12 and under £2 50p 

http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
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Future Events and Notices 
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Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Second in Science 

 Drama Teacher 

 Business & Economics Teacher 

 English Teacher 

 Maths Teacher 

 Graduates in Maths, English, Science and 
Business/Economics 

 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Tuesday 14th May  CCF Information Evening, 6-7pm 
Wednesday 15th May  Summer Term STOP Meeting (new programme), 1-3pm 

A Parent’s Guide to Responsible Teenage Technology Use 
meeting, 6.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd May  Summer Term STOP Meeting, 1-3pm 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May  Half Term 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
 

 

Term Dates – 2020/2021 
 

AUTUMN TERM 

2020 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 Inset Days 

Thursday 3rd September – Friday 18th December 2020 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1st January 2021 

(Friday 1st January Bank Holiday) 

SPRING TERM 
2021 

Monday 4th January – Thursday 1st April 2021 

Spring Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Spring Holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

(Good Friday 2nd  April, Easter Monday 5th April) 

SUMMER TERM 

2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th , Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

 

INSET Days            Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

                                   Monday 19th , Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 
 
 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

