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Dear Parents/Carers 

The final week!   

On Monday we held the Music performance show where some of our very talented students sang and played 
instruments to parents.  As always we had some outstanding performances and it always makes me very 
proud to see them up on stage so confidently showcasing their talents.  Well done to all the students involved 
and of course Mr Duffy, Miss Hope and Mrs Duffy! 

During the day on Monday, we held our first ever House bake off and the entries were quite unbelievable 
(see pictures below).  Notable bakers were Joshua Parker in Year 10, Navannah Holtzhausen in Year 7, Ellie 
Lightley and Leanne Palmer in Year 10, Nichita Dumitriuc in Year 11, Bartek Grajner in Year 9 and Stephanie 
Dundon in Year 9.  Over £300 was raised for our school fund. 

Tuesday and Wednesday saw our much anticipated Christmas dinner for staff and students and over 400 
plates of festive food were served.  Despite a few hiccups with the queue and wait times, Taz our Chef, 
Collette our Catering Manager, the ladies in the kitchen and our lunchtime supervisors all did an amazing job.  
The crackers and music, along with the food, certainly got people into the Christmas spirit.   

Today we had Christmas jumper day in aid of Daisy’s Dream, a charity we work closely alongside.  There were 
lots of great jumpers on display and lots of money made for this worthwhile charity.   

Finally, we held two assemblies for the whole school.  During these we had performances from some of our 
singing and dancing stars.  We also had a special performance from the staff who sang a Christmas medley. 

Students of the week: 

Sandia Lenarduzzi in Year 8 – Sandia won 1st Prize in the Bracknell Forest young photographer competition.  Well 
done Sandia! 

Conor O’Grady in Year 11 – Conor has performed in many shows and has become an accomplished musician.  He 
has now been invited to perform at the O2 arena in February.  Amazing work Conor! 

Freya Richardson in Year 7 – for litter picking in the community. 

Georgie Harrington and Kaitlyn Buchler in Year 12 – for their amazing volunteering in the dinner hall during the 
Christmas lunches, including serving food and clearing plates and tables. 

FAB feedback this week: 

 The great encouragement and participation in the Year 7 Inter-house netball this week - students and 
teachers alike! 

 The financial information advice given to sixth form students from the external consultant is excellent - I 
think it would also be useful for Year 10 and 11s too. 

DRAB feedback this week: 

I would like to suggest that when you have Christmas Jumper day or Jeans for Genes day for example, that 
students are allowed full non-uniform. Just being allowed to wear one item ie. Christmas jumper or jeans 
means that many students won't participate. I feel that you would have many more take part and therefore 
raise more money for the charities concerned if this is allowed. Being that Christmas jumper day for Brakenhale 
is taking place on the last day of term i.e. finish at 12.05, I don't see why they can't wear full non-uniform for 
this short period of time. Also, suggest holding a full non-uniform day to raise much needed money for the new 
school refurbishment. 

I totally understand what you are saying, however, both these charities advocate the specific wearing of an 
item.  Non school uniform days do present some challenges across the school day so I do like to keep them to a 
minimum!  That said, last year, we had an almost 100% take up on Christmas Jumper day.  We are looking at all 
sorts of different ways to raise money for the school including our cake bake earlier this week. 
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Staff member of the week: 

Miss Appleton For always answering and dealing with my child’s issues promptly!! Fantastic tutor teacher!!!  

  The most brilliant tutor and french teacher anyone could ever want! 

  She's funny, clever, helpful... I could go on!! 

Mrs McCrorie For making my daughter feel comfortable and safe at school!! 

Mrs Higham Always willing to help and deals with all behaviour promptly and appropriately while still having 
  time to tell us jokes and funny stories!!  Thanks miss :) 

Miss Coley Motivated, driven, kind, caring individual and I think she deserves to win for a week! 

Miss Gooding For her amazing help and support throughout the whole school year. Always lovely and does 
  her best. Thanks for everything Miss, gutted you're leaving :( 

Finally, I couldn’t not pay a special tribute to Mr Gibson in this final parent news of the term.  Mr Gibson has 
been with us for 3 ½ years as Deputy Headteacher and he has had a significant impact on the lives of hundreds 
of young people at Brakenhale.  His commitment, loyalty, passion and enthusiasm for the school is second to 
none.  We wish him all the very best in his new post as Headteacher of Maiden Erlegh School in Reading where 
we know he will be a great success. 

Have a fantastic Christmas and New Year, we look forward to seeing you after the break and my huge thanks 
for all your support of the school and the students this term. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

What’s on next term 

Monday 7th January : First day of Spring Term 
Thursday 10th January : A Level Geography Field trip 
   
 

House Christmas Cake Competition 
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Camera Club Update 

Camera Club has a new logo ready for the New Year and along with this, a new shiny 
badge!  All Camera Club members will receive a badge at the next meeting.  

Last week's meeting saw us looking at all things Christmassy and we had 2 gorgeous 
pictures taken by Taylor P (Year 7) and Sandia L (Year 8).  Sandia has also recently 
won first prize in the under 18 category in the Bracknell Forest Photographic 
Competition - we are all really proud of her!  The picture titled, 'The Quiet After the 
Storm', was featured in Parent News a few weeks ago. 

This week we took photographs of silhouettes and the group's favourite image was this one taken by Mrs 
Singleton (who works in HR but attends Camera Club every week). 

               

                 

Our theme for the New Year is 'Clocks, Time and Dates' in recognition of a new year, so get creative over the 
holidays and join us on a Monday lunchtime in B17. 

Miss Wilhelmy, Photography Teacher 

 

 

CPR Heartstart Training 

Back in October we participated in ‘Restart a Heart’ day using equipment provided by the Heartstart Training 
initiative and our help has enabled over 4 million people to be trained in CPR.  

CPR - Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, is an emergency procedure that combines chest compressions often with 
artificial ventilation in an effort to manually preserve intact brain function until further measures are taken to 
restore spontaneous blood circulation and breathing in a person who is in cardiac arrest. 

The British Heart Foundation (BHF) have told us that there are government plans to make first aid, including CPR, 
part of every secondary school curriculum in England, which could potentially save lives.    

Together with schools and other organisations the BHF aim to train 5 
million people in CPR by 2020. 

Ms Ball, Health Coordinator 
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Partnership with Bracknell Bees 

We have continued to be partners with the Bracknell Bees Ice Hockey team and members of their schools 
outreach programme. This programme gives us unique offers and discounts for parents and children to attend the 
game.  Please see their latest news and exclusive school discount vouchers below. Please call 01344 789000 and 
quote ‘Schools Zone’. All you then need to do is bring a copy of the voucher with you on the night or this email on 
your mobile device.  Doors open at 5.15pm with matches starting at 6pm. 

All pre purchased tickets will be available from the Rink Reception and all Complimentary Tickets will be available 
from the Rink Reception. All tickets purchased on the night for the School Zone are from the Bees Shop, outside 
of the Rink. All tickets bought in advance or purchased on the night are at the exclusive discounted price of £10 
per adult and 2 kids go free!! Hope to see many of you there. 

 

Sunday 23rd December at 6pm  

This game is Christmas Jumper Party Night, wear those 
Christmas Jumpers with pride with prizes for the best 
child and Adults, we all love those Jumper too and you 
never know we might even have a special guest!. 

The Bees will also be holding their Annual Teddy Bear 
Toss during the game. This is a special time when you 
can bring an Teddy (ideally in a bag) who wish to donate 
to our chosen Charity, The Children Trust and when The 
Bees score our first goal we throw the Teddy onto the 
ice or at the end of the first period-it’s an Ice Hockey 
tradition. 

 

 

Wednesday 2nd January at 6pm 

This is our Charity Special Game where all proceeds will 
go towards the Bees nominated Charity of Young 
Epilepsy. 

 

 

Saturday 5th January at 6pm  

Your ticket to this game includes Free Bees Signing after 
the match.  
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Events 

 

 

Mr Radcliffe, Director of Science        

 

 

 

Fundraising 

Sunday 12th May 2019 has been confirmed as the date of the Lexicon 
Bracknell Half Marathon. If you are entering, please considering raising 
money for our cause. We can help you by providing T-shirts and 
managing your sponsorship. Please contact me at 
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk for more information. 

In the new year, we will be running some fund raising events. We are 
thinking of possibly a fashion show, car washing, etc. Please let me 
know if there is anything that you would like to attend or get involved 
with. 

Please remember that any donation you make on our page 
(https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468), 
however large or small, is gratefully accepted and every penny will go 
towards equipping our new building. 

With many thanks,  

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#  

 

A great opportunity for budding chefs or students who 
would like to design their own pop up restaurant in a 
Dream Team with their friends. This is open to students 
in Years 7 to 9. 

Please see Mrs. Higham for further details, preferably 
before the Christmas holidays, so your Dream Team can 
get their application in. 

Mrs Higham, Head of Design Technology 

 

mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#donation-summary
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Clothes Recycling 

After Christmas we will once again be collecting in your 
unwanted clothes, shoes, accessories and other household 
linen items for recycling.  Please start collecting together any 
unwanted items and we will give you more information about 
bringing them into school after the festive holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Department Weekly Bulletin 

The last two weeks have been a busy and cold time for the PE department with the first sports inter-house 
competition of the year which was a great success.  

Inter-House Competition  

This term's inter-house competitions were based around the Autumn term sports of Netball for the girls and 
Rugby for the boys. Each house had two teams battling it out to win overall points in their year group. This was 
the first real test for the house captains as they were organizing the teams, and they have done brilliantly. The 
majority of students have shown real dedication to their house and there has been some fantastic play from some 
of the students. The stand-out year for participation and kit was Year 7 - Well done to Mr Hilton and Miss Turner 
and their teams for ensuring they were fully prepared for the house competitions.  

A massive thank you needs to go to the Sixth Form BTEC Sport and A Level students for helping out. They were a 
great asset to the department and the competitions would not have been as successful without them.  

Here are the winners:  

 Rugby Winner Netball Winner Overall Winner 

Year 7 FARLEY SWINLEY SWINLEY 

2nd place Jennetts 3rd place Farley  4th place Temple 

Year 8 JENNETTS SWINLEY SWINLEY 

2nd place Jennetts 3rd place Farley  4th place Temple 

Year 9 TEMPLE JENNETTS JENNETTS 

2nd place Temple 3rd place Farley 4th place Swinley 

 

Reward Trip  

Each term we hold a reward trip for the students who have attended the most extra-curricular clubs and fixtures. 
The reward trip for the Autumn term will happen in January. Watch this space for more information. Remember if 
students would like to be involved in the reward trip, they must come to extra-curricular clubs.  
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Extra Curricular 

We have a new extra-curricular timetable for the Spring Term. All clubs will start the first week back (7th January). 
We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.  

 

Fixtures  

It is an honour to be selected to represent the school and we constantly uphold the High Expectations of the 
school. If you do not meet the schoo’ls High Expectation you will sadly not be eligible to represent the school. 
With a number of talented girls and boys the PE Department would love to promote huge pride and the success 
of our students representing the school as ever, but hope that we are not hampered by behavior issues in our 
selection process. 

PE Kit  

Just a reminder for all parents and students that even students have a note with a reason for not taking part 
physically in PE, they still need to bring in their PE kit and get changed.  In sport there are a range of roles from 
coaching to officiating, not just participating physically. Students can be involved in these roles which is why we 
need them to be changed.   

Star of the Week  

This week’s star of the week is awarded to Cody Fox for excellent participation and dedication the PE department. 
He has been helping out younger years and has a brilliant attitude to learning! Keep this up. Well Done Cody.  

The PE department would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy new year and we look forward to 
working with you all in 2019!  

Mr Potter, Head of PE 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
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Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

               

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Miss Shill, Attendance Officer 

 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

Electronic submission:  

Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime, and we  
look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher  

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Ticketing Scheme 

Discounted Reading FC Tickets plus fantastic prizes to be won! 

Reading FC v Nottingham Forest on Saturday 12th January 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Rotherham United on Saturday 23rd February 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Leeds United on Tuesday 12th March 8pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Brentford on Saturday 13th April 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Birmingham City on Sunday 5th May 12:30pm Kick Off.  

The Reading FC School and Grassroots Ticketing Scheme also allows our School to raise much needed funds, as for 
every ticket you purchase, a percentage of the ticket is donated back to the school from Reading Football Club.  

If our School/Club is successful, then we have the opportunity of winning some of the following prizes:  Meet the 
first team players, Play on the Madejski Stadium pitch, Bonus towards our funding, Free Family Tickets, Signed 
items and much more!  

How to Book 

Reading FC sell 4 home league fixtures at a time throughout the season, and anyone wishing to book should check 
on sale dates via www.readingfc.co.uk.  Once one of our chosen fixtures are on sale, phone the Ticket Office on 
0118 968 1313 and quote Brakenhale School.  Tickets must be booked by the chosen deadline for each fixture. 
This is 3pm on the Thursday before a weekend fixture, or 3pm on a Friday before a Tuesday night fixture. After 
this time, discounted tickets will not be available through the scheme.  Tickets are only available in the Eamonn 
Dolan Stand including the family Area.  Each booking must have at least one child as part of the booking.  
Madejski Stadium ground regulations and ticketing Terms and Conditions also apply, please visit 
www.readingfc.co.uk 

 

 

Age Band 
Ticket 
Price 

Amount 
Raised  

Adult £15 £5 

65 and over £10 £4 

18-24 £8 £3 

17 and under  £5 £2 

12 and under £2 50p 

http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
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Our cleaners, Birkin, are currently experiencing difficulties in recruiting 
cleaning operatives for the schools in the Bracknell area due to the 
high levels of employment and opportunities in Bracknell now that we 
have a new Town Centre.  

Birkin currently have the following vacancies so if any parents, families or friends are looking for employment 
and would like to apply for a position please see below:  

 Cleaning Operative Vacancies – various positions, both morning and evening – 2-3 hour shifts can offer 
split shifts £8.00 per hour rising to £8.21 in April 2019 

 Mobile Cleaning Operative Vacancies – 6 hours guaranteed per day Monday – Friday only – split shifts  
£8.75 per hour rising to £9.00 per hour in April 2019 

A Full Enhanced DBS check will be required, together with all Right to Work documentation for the UK.  Full 

uniform and training is provided. 

For further information and an early interview please contact – Jackie Simmonds – 07562989015 or Dan 
Elkington 07388945020 
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Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

 
Congratulations to the prize draw winners 
this week.   
Thank you to everyone who has signed up 
to our school lottery.  We are looking to 
increase new members each month, so if 
you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 
There is a weekly draw in which you could 
win a prize (approximately £20 depending 
on participants, which increases the more 
members we have). Plus you have a weekly 
chance to win up to £25,000. 
There is also a chance to win restaurant 
vouchers this summer. 
Click on the link today and join up: 
Support the Brakenhale Lottery 
You have to be in it to win it. 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 

 
With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 
We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Spanish Assistant 

 Maths Teacher  

 Invigilator 

 Intervention Coordinator   

 Performing Arts Technician 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Future Diary Dates 

 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Monday 14th January Aberdovey Trip 
 
 
 
 

Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 
Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 
Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 
(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 
SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 
Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 
Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
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