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Dear Parents/Carers 

As the cold descends upon us and the Christmas bells are faintly heard in the background life on the ground at Brakenhale 
continues at a pace. This week has seen our first Post 16 parents’ evening for Year 13 students and a staggering 96% turnout. 
This is such an amazing reflection of the strong and supportive relationships that you as parents have with the school and 
individual staff. Year 10 parents’ evening is coming up next week and we are hoping for a similar turn out.  Next week also 
sees our Year 11 into Sixth Form day where Year 11 students have a day of taster lessons in the Sixth Form, trying out the 
subjects which they have expressed an interest in. Staff are busily planning lessons which will give a real insight into what 
the courses are like, to give students a real understanding of the choices on offer.  

A group of Year 10 Maths students were at Wellington College for a day this week for a Maths extension day. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for our very talented Year 10 Maths students to receive further tuition in the subject with some top 
teachers in the field. The students had a great day and we are continuing to strengthen relations with a variety of providers 
to ensure all students get the opportunity to expand and enhance their academic knowledge. Today a group of Year 10 
students are out with Mrs Lowe and Mr Esling on a visit to the Design Museum in London and I have no doubt they will be 
inspired.  

A big thanks to all of you who are continuing to sell the Rotary Club raffle tickets; the proceeds of which will all be coming 
back to Brakenhale and our fund raising initiative for equipment in our new build. If you have any tickets you are unable to 
sell please send them back in so we can pass them on to those who are able to.  

This week I have had the privilege to go in and teach some design lessons and see young people incredibly focused and 
engaged in designing their own chairs. Their enthusiasm, humour, engagement and innovative outlook was a real example 
of the learners at Brakenhale.  

Students of the week: 

 Alice MacDonald and Owen Plumley, Year 9  – For showing real compassion and quick thinking for a peer in need  

 Damian Dlugosz, Year 9 – For showing incredible resilience in the face of real adversity  

 Summer Beckett, Year 11 – For representing herself and the school so very well at a local Equine Centre and as a result 
being offered a permanent volunteer role – a position very hard to gain. 

FAB feedback this week: 

 Just a note to say that the eedi.com feedback has been so valuable for us to see where our daughter is struggling with 
her Maths, but also how revelatory it is to see her overall effort quantified at the end of each report; it really puts into 
perspective that our focus as parents should be upon her effort, not upon her grades. Once the effort is being 
acknowledged and supported at home as well as at school, then her results will necessarily improve. I appreciate and 
admire the staff at Brakenhale, they all seem so keen in helping the children engage with the material, while at the 
same time being mindful and proactive about their pastoral needs. We feel very lucky to be a part of this community. 

 Raising over £300 for Children in Need, great job. 

 Seeing the new school build slowly going up as passing and in newsletters. Just hope the new Brakenhale keeps all its 
characteristics along with wonderful leaders and staff. 
I have been involved from the very beginning with the design of the new building and I promise you all current 
characteristics will remain.  

 Nice to see so much going on in PE - after school clubs, events and newsletters packed with PE info. Well done to Mr 
Potter and all the PE staff. 

DRAB feedback this week: 

 Are there any plans to have additional lockers installed? My understanding is that there is a very long waiting list, but 
unfortunately it means my child has to carry her book bag, PE kit, and winter coat with her all day.  Unfortunately this 
is leading to her forgetting to take everything sometimes and then losing it. 

I have managed to source an additional 20 lockers which will be available on a first come first served basis at £25 for the 
year.  I will be sending a school comms out with details on how to apply for one. 
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 Year 11 need more period 6 sessions - maybe optional - My son feels as if it would really benefit him as it makes him 
feel as if the hour he does of revision is good quality. 

After Christmas we intend to introduce a new period 6 timetable across the vast majority of subjects to ensure that all 
students have access to the level of revision they require. 

 There should be a GCSE pod (science revision material online) for KS4 as the previous Year 11 had it. 
I am currently in negotiation with the company to see what deal we may be able to obtain.  Last year, due to an agreement 

we had with a sister company our membership of GCSE Pod was very inexpensive and the PTA picked up the remaining 
cost.  Unfortunately, this year the PTA do not currently have any spare funds.  Watch this space I will be in touch soon. 

 The floor in the main hall is filthy. It’s been like this for an extremely long time now and during the mocks we end up 
sitting in piles of sand and dust, as well as our bags getting covered in it. I don’t understand why it’s not being cleaned 
because it obviously needs to be and clearly it’s not.  

I totally agree that cleaning at the moment is not of the standard that I would expect.  We are currently in negotiations 
with our cleaning company. 

 As totally agreeable as it is that students shouldn't smoke in or by the school site, it's still quite hypocritical to see two 
teachers smoking by the gates after school and this can happily be tolerant because they're teachers. 

I was horrified to hear this and I have identified the people involved who were not teachers but still employed by the 
school.  They have been given a clear warning by myself and their line manager and I can only apologise. 

 Eedi - there has never been any mention throughout all the communications that to really use the functions described 
to parents we have to pay a monthly subscription! The 'free' subscription has really no use to it all as far as we can see 
once logged in! 

I was unaware that this was the case and on investigation I have discovered that the company themselves have made an 
error in saying this.  I can confirm that there is no charge. 

 My daughter today received a 10 minute detention because she decided to eat her lunch inside instead of standing 
around outside in the freezing rain. She says there is not enough shelter. With the new build - will there be plenty of 
sheltered outside space? 

When it is cold and wet, all year groups have accessed to staffed indoor areas and these are displayed on posters around 
the school.  Please contact me directly so that I can deal with this as no child should be given a detention for eating 
inside a designated area during wet lunch.  There is always space in the dinner hall albeit a little cramped.  The new 
build will have a fantastic indoor dining area which will seat all students. 

 Planner never looked at or signed yet we as parents are expected to update. 
Please contact me directly and I will speak to the tutor involved and I will investigate this. 

Staff member of the week: 

 Miss Gooding - For being really understanding and helping me to get through the week when it was quite tough.  

 Mrs McCrorie- She is always so lovely when you enter the head of years’ office and is always there for comfort and 
help when you need it. 

 Miss Manisier - I came to Miss Manisier with a concern via voicemail and she got back to me within the hour, in spite 
of her busy schedule. We spoke on the phone and she took detailed notes, listened intently and made sure she had a 
full grasp of the entire situation. It's wonderful to know the children of Brakenhale are in such safe hands. 

 Mr Maye - Because he’s always there when you need him plus he’s a great teacher. 

Motivational quote for next week is: 

‘Weightlifting strengthens the muscles.  Adversity strengthens the mind and spirit.’ 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 
 

 

What’s on next week 

 
Wednesday 28th November Year 11 NCS Assembly 
Thursday 29th November Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 30th November Year 11 Taster Day 
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November Learn a Word Day 
 

On Friday last week we held our second Learn a Word Day, following on from 
the success of ‘Adversary’ in October.  The winner of November’s Word of the 
Day – Tolerance - was a joint effort (very creative) :  Joshua Parker and 
Damian Dlugosz from Years 9 and 10.  Well done! 

Thank you to all the staff for helping develop vocabularies and ensuring 
students talk and write in full sentences and well done to all who took part.  

Mrs D Lewis, English Teacher 

 

 

New Build 
 

The building is really starting to take shape now and we can see the configuration taking shape.  Even the bad 
weather and dark early evenings don’t seem to get in the way of progress! 

 

 

 

STOP: for Parents of Teens 

STOP: A Supportive Programme for Parents of Teens 

STOP is an effective parenting course for parents and/or carers of young people aged 10 to 16.  It is a step-by-step 
programme that gives parents a greater understanding of their young person and strategies to help manage 
situations which often occur during the ‘teens’. 

The programme will be run on the following dates and be located in school.  Please contact the school if you are 
interested. 

 Thursday 29th November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 6th December 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 13th December 13.00 to 15.00 

Miss Manisier, Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 
jmanisier@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

 Tolerance 
the ability or willingness to 

tolerate the existence of opinions 
or behaviour that one dislikes 

 or disagrees with 

mailto:jmanisier@brakenhale.co.uk
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Fundraising 

We need your help to raise £47,770 by September 2019!!!!!    

Thank you to many of you for working with us to sell the draw tickets for the 
Easthampstead Rotary Club draw. We have nearly £600 banked already and 
just over another week of fundraising to go. With the tickets that we have 
circulated so far we have the potential to raise £5000. Please can you make 
sure that you return all money/ticket stubs/unsold tickets by Monday 3rd 
December. There is an additional prize of £100 for the organisation that 
raises the most money. I don’t think there is another organisation that has 
circulated as many tickets as our school, so we are definitely in for a chance! 

The date of the Bracknell Half Marathon has still not been released but if you 
are thinking of taking part, please consider running for us. We can help you 
with sponsorship and promotional materials, etc. Please contact me on 
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk 

I look forward to hearing from you.  Please don’t forget to visit our fundraising page and either donate some 
money (however small), or buy some furniture.  Thank you so much to those who have already donated on our 
MyDonate page.  

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#  

With many thanks,  Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

 

Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel 
that they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-
curricular activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their 
planner. 

                 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Miss Shill, Attendance Officer  

mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#donation-summary
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Berkshire Youth – Ice Skating 

Berkshire Youth is committed in providing new, exciting and positive 
activities and opportunities for young people across Berkshire. They would 
like to invite young people aged 8 years old and over to join them in their 
2018 Ice Skating activity. There are limited spaces so make sure you do not 
miss out and book before the deadline. You can contact Berkshire Youth 
directly (please see right), the school (admindept@brakenhale.co.uk)or 
drop in to main reception if you would like a booking form.  

Date:   Friday 7th December 2018 

Venue:  John Nike Leisuresport, John Nike Way, Amen Corner, Binfield, Bracknell RG12 8TN 

Times:  6.45-8.15pm 

Costs:   £5.00 per person (includes ice-skating and a free drink) 

Food/Drink: Food will be available from the café. 

Kit List:  You will need to wear warm clothes and thick socks for the event. Ice-Skates are provided. 

Transport: There is an option to book transport to and from the venue for £5.00. Pick up and drop off points 
will be confirmed along with times, once your booking is confirmed.  

Deadline: All forms and payment to be returned by 23rd November 2018 

Please note if students have never attended out sessions before then they will need to fill out a membership form 
and a GDPR consent form too. If they are not yet a member of Berkshire Youth and The Wayz, they will be required 
to pay a £3 membership fee. 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

 

Electronic submission:  

Fab    

Drab   

Staff Member of the Week 

 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime, and we look forward to hearing  
from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 
 
 

  

mailto:admindept@brakenhale.co.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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PE Department Weekly Bulletin 

Please find below a round-up of our week in PE plus the fixtures for next week. 
Please note that there will be no clubs on TUESDAY 27th NOVEMBER due to staff Training. Sorry for any 
inconvenience.  

RESULTS WEEK OF 19th November 

Year Sport Versus For Against Result PoTM 

7 - 9 
Cross 

Country 
Race Team A = 10th and Team B = 11th  Freya Gray 

12/13 Football Kennet 3 2 3-2 Ellis Day 

FIXTURES WEEK OF 26th November 

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

 No fixtures next week 

SPORTS  WEEK OF 19th November 

NAME Ellis Day 

REASON 
For his efforts during the football match against Kennet. Ellis scored the first goal making it 1-0 to 

Brakenhale and then went on to score the winning goal in extra time. Well done! 

 

Cross Country 

We took two teams made up of a Year 7 girl and boy, Year 
8 girl and boy and the same for Year 9. Each were 
responsible for one lap of the 950m course that included a 
large uphill section! Each member of the team 
represented the School in the best way possible by giving 
everything they had! For some this event was completely 
out of their comfort zone but they did not let that phase 
them and ran until they could not run anymore! There 
were some fantastic athletes on show from all the schools that took part in the well organised event at South Hill 
Park. Whilst everyone deserves a shout out, special praise goes to Freya G (a sprinter by trade) who came in 5th on 
lap 1 for her team and Chloe S, whose sprint-finish closed the gap on a couple of runners! but well done to all that 
took part...Freya G in Year 9, Josh R in Year 8, Chloe S in Year 7, Mark L in Year 7, Ellie Y in Year 8, Joe M in Year 9, 
Carris L in Year 9, Ewan C in Year 8, Maddison JM in Year 7, Oliver A in Year 7, Rebecca W in Year 8 and Luke W in 
Year 9.     

Football 

The Sixth Form took on Kennet School in the Walsh Cup last week. On a 
freezing afternoon, on a pitch more suited to 5-aside match, the 11 players 
assembled quickly set about stamping their authority on the game and a 
couple of direct balls caused issues for Kennet with the creative Ellis causing 
issues and from a long throw we scored early! The rest of the half was a 
scrappy affair with Brakenhale having the better of the exchanges but just 
could not find the second goal. Then with one of only a few chances for 
Kennet due to the outstanding Kai A and the rest in defence keeping them out, a wind assisted wonder strike saw 
Kennet find the equaliser.  

Kennet were quick out and got another goal with only their fourth effort on goal! The Brakenhale boys kept going 
and the tricky wingers Tom and Toby were testing Kennet and working hard midfield.  They kept pushing until a 
low driven corner caused chaos and Toby finished from close range. Time ticked on and we had more chances but 
couldn’t find the winner! So Extra time came! But due to a bout of cramp the boys started extra time with 10 men 
but quickly into the game causing problems with 10 men. Penalties looked likely until Ellis chased a long ball into 
the corner, then from an impossible looming angle beat the keeper with 2 minutes to go!! 

A great team effort from all showing great togetherness and work rate. Too many good performances but just 
topping it for ‘Man of the Match’ was captain Kai A who lead from the start. 
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The boys now have a home tie in the Quarter Final vs Holyport.   

The team was: Michael A, James F, Kai A, Taylor M, Harry C, Tom N, Ewan G, Toby G, Ellis D, Alfie B and Travis T. 

Miss L Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Teacher in Charge of Health and Social Care 
and The PE Team  

 

Ticketing Scheme 

Discounted Reading FC Tickets plus fantastic prizes to be won! 

Brakenhale School are delighted to announce that we have teamed up with 
Reading Football Club and signed up to their School and Grassroots Ticketing 
Scheme. 

We are giving you the opportunity to purchase discounted tickets for the 
following fixtures 

Reading FC v Nottingham Forest on Saturday 12th January 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Rotherham United on Saturday 23rd February 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Leeds United on Tuesday 12th March 8pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Brentford on Saturday 13th April 3pm Kick Off.  

Reading FC v Birmingham City on Sunday 5th May 12:30pm Kick Off.  

The Reading FC School and Grassroots Ticketing Scheme also allows our 
School to raise much needed funds, as for every ticket you purchase, a percentage of the ticket is donated back to 
the school from Reading Football Club.  

If our School/Club is successful, then we have the opportunity of winning some of the following prizes: 

 Meet the first team players 

 Play on the Madejski Stadium pitch 

 Bonus towards our funding 

 Free Family Tickets 

 Signed items and much more!  

How to Book 

 Reading FC sell 4 home league fixtures at a time throughout the season, and anyone wishing to book 
should check on sale dates via www.readingfc.co.uk  

 Once one of our chosen fixtures are on sale, phone the Ticket Office on 0118 968 1313 and quote 
Brakenhale School.  

 Tickets must be booked by the chosen deadline for each fixture. This is 3pm on the Thursday before a 
weekend fixture, or 3pm on a Friday before a Tuesday night fixture. After this time, discounted tickets will 
not be available through the scheme.  

 Tickets are only available in the Eamonn Dolan Stand including the family Area. 

 Each booking must have at least one child as part of the booking.  

 Madejski Stadium ground regulations and ticketing Terms and Conditions also apply, please visit 
www.readingfc.co.uk 

Prices: Age Band Ticket Price Amount Raised for your group 

 Adult £15 £5 

 65 and over £10 £4 

 18-24 £8 £3 

 17 and under  £5 £2 

 12 and under £2 50p 

  

http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
http://www.readingfc.co.uk/
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Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

 
Congratulations to the prize draw winners 
this week.   
Thank you to everyone who has signed up 
to our school lottery.  We are looking to 
increase new members each month, so if 
you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 
There is a weekly draw in which you could 
win a prize (approximately £20 depending 
on participants, which increases the more 
members we have). Plus you have a weekly 
chance to win up to £25,000. 
There is also a chance to win restaurant 
vouchers this summer. 
Click on the link today and join up: 
Support the Brakenhale Lottery 
You have to be in it to win it. 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 

 
With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 
We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Midday Supervisor 

 IT Technician 

 School Staff Instructor 

 Performing Arts Technician 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Future Diary Dates 

 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Monday 3rd December Year 9 Exams Start 
Wednesday 5th December Performing Arts Show 
Thursday 6th December Christmas Market, 7-9pm 
Thursday 20th December Last day of term for students 
 
 
 

Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 
Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 
Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 
(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 
SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 
Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 
Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

