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Dear Parents/Carers 

This week we have completed our final tours of the school for prospective parents having now shown around 
over 700 people.  I have thoroughly enjoyed leading these and meeting so many enthusiastic and positive 
prospective parents and students.  We look forward to receiving their applications! 

Last night we held our annual ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening for our Year 7 parents and students.  They were able to 
chat through with the tutors the experience that their child has had during the first half term with us.  This 
information, along with the feedback form, helps us to build upon a successful experience for our new starters.  
The first few weeks of starting secondary school can be very daunting and it is important for the rest of their 
school life that we get this right for them.  If you have any feedback please add to the fab and drab or alternatively 
contact the team by email; the responses we have already received have been incredibly positive and helpful. 

On Thursday, a number of our Year 10 and Post 16 students attended ‘The Diana Award Anti Bullying Ambassador 
training day’ where up to 150 students from various schools came together to be trained as Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors.  Mrs Palmer and Miss Gooding accompanied the students and there is a report further on in Parent 
News.  I have no doubt that this is a fantastic initiative that will go on to benefit many of our students.  It really 
is a further example of #TeamBrakenhale, as our students work together to support each other. 

Another example of our community working to support themselves and others was our cake sale in aid of ‘Mental 
Health Awareness’ day.  The ‘Esteem Group’ led by Mr Read-Linton raised over £100 for this great cause. 

Today, both Year 11 and Year 12 have been on trips out of school to support their careers education.  Year 11 
have visited the bespoke Careers Fayre in Bracknell with their tutors and key Year 11 staff, whilst Year 12 have 
been to Olympia in London for the Careers Live Fayre.  We are fully committed at Brakenhale to giving all of our 
students as many opportunities and as much advice and guidance for their future as we possibly can.  

Some of you may be aware that by April 2019 we will have had our first Ofsted visit since becoming Brakenhale 
Academy.  We will only receive 18 hours notice of this visit, so we are making sure that we put plans in place to 
make the organisation as smooth as possible.  As part of the inspection, parents will be encouraged to leave 
comments on the Ofsted Parent View webpage, however, comments can be made at any time, so if you have a 
few moments we would appreciate you logging on to this and leaving your feedback. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

Our internal feedback system continues to work very effectively.  This week’s comments are as follows: 

FAB feedback this week: 

 Thank you to all the wonderful teachers who spent their evening yesterday (4/10) taking a large group of 
Year 10 and 11 students to Wimbledon Theatre. It was such a great opportunity, and I know that this would 
have been something that was done in their own time. My daughter said she really enjoyed it and felt that 
this has improved her understanding of the play, this will, I am sure really help when she comes to do her 
GCSEs next year. 

 My son had the opportunity to be a student runner for the first time this week and thoroughly enjoyed it. 
Thank you for giving students this opportunity, it’s such a good idea and gives them the chance to see many 
other aspects of school life. 

 I like how I can email the teachers about things that may be concerning me about my child and they 
respond very quickly. They are always supportive and do what they can to help. I feel there is good 
feedback from the teachers. 

 The school care goes beyond the 3pm bell. Our child feels safer walking home seeing many staff members 
walk the streets some of the journey with them. Thank you. 

 Thankful my child’s named lost property was found, returned quickly and delivered to my child in class. 
 This Fab and Drab system is a great thing and shows how much the school do care and listen to us as 

parents. Enables us to have our say either way, get a response and drabs seem to get acted upon. 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
12th October 2018 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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DRAB feedback this week: 

 The future diary dates on this newsletter (5.10.18) has Liddington revision weekend listed as Oct 19th   
2018. I thought it was November 2nd?? I went to check the school calendar and there is nothing listed on 
there. Even the Sixth form open day is not listed on the calendar. It would be nice if events were put on 
the school calendar. 

o My apologies, I will ensure that these dates are added and speak to staff involved to improve our 
information on upcoming events.  The Sixth Form open evening is 8th November. 

 I am very upset that my son (Year 7) is constantly getting trodden on and pushed around by Sixth Form 
with regards to lunches, especially when he is then told that "it is a thing" that the sixth form are allowed 
to push in line for lunch. I don’t think this is helpful for anyone or teaches anyone at the school anything. It 
undermines the whole idea of respect for everyone and it condones Year 7s to be effectively picked on by 
their elders. 

o I am incredibly sorry that this is how your son feels.  I will speak to the Sixth Form with regard to this and 
alert all staff in the dining hall.  Please can you ask your son to notify a senior member of staff who will 
always be in the dining hall if this happens again. 

 Why does PE before lunch not finish on time? My son had barely any time to eat again today due to it 
being 10 minutes into lunch break before being sent in to change from his PE lesson! It's very "DRAB" 
when staff have no time keeping skills! 

o I fully agree that children should be released on time and I will talk to the Head of PE to ensure that this 
happens moving forward. 

 When Year 8 have PSHE the Y half misses fun lessons for example PE and Dance and the X half miss English 
or Maths - this seems unfair. 

o PSHE is run on a carousel system and the time and day changes for every session.  Therefore, the same 
lesson will not be hit more than twice and some only once in an entire academic year. 

 Is there any way of being offered the option of paying into a "cooking kitty" for some or all ingredients. 
We very often have to purchase items that we only need a small weight of, then the remainder has to 
given away as it cannot/will not be used for one reason or another. It is not very cost effective for parents. 
I know of low income families where their ingredients are purchased for them, could the other students 
have the option of paying into that scheme. 

o This is a really constructive idea and I will speak to Mrs Higham the Head of Design Techology and see if we 
can find a way forward with this. 

 Very few places for my child to sit down and eat packed lunch. 
o I totally understand that the site is very busy at lunch time.  There are always seats in the dining hall 

although it is sometimes cramped.  Please can you ask your child to let their tutor know of this problem 
and I promise we will find them somewhere to go. 

Staff member of the week: 

 Mr O'Donoghue - For convincing my son to go on the Liddington revision weekend in ten minutes when I 
had failed after weeks! 

 Mrs Gibbons - Best tutor 

 Miss Harbour - Amazing maths teacher and she is really supportive in lessons 
 Mr Potter - Great enthusiasm and has a positive effect on students :) 

Student of the week: 

Jake Carter and Jack Leigh in Year 9 - a police officer had attended a report of a 5 year old boy who had run off 
from a local primary school and had been reported missing.  His father, other parents from the school and 
numerous police officers flooded the area of Birch Hill and South Hill Park looking for him.  As the police officer  
ran through South Hill Park, she had many adults tell her that they had seen a very young boy in school uniform 
walking by himself - yet not one person had thought to stop him!  They continued to look and eventually  
located the boy in the woods very upset and worried.  He had been stopped by these two students who had 
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What’s on next week 
 
W/C Monday 15th October House Assemblies 
Thursday 18th October National Museum of Computing Trip 

Healthcare Insight Day 
  
 
The PTA AGM will be taking place on Tuesday 30th October – please note change of time to 6.30pm 
Please complete the reply slip online here to let us know if you are able to attend. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

seen the boy by himself and used their initiative and stopped him, took his hand and once they had seen the 
police walked him over to them.  You are both amazing ambassadors for the school - well done! 

Laura Heaffey in Year 12 - who has been selected to represent Great Britain in the Team Gym European 
Championships in Portugal.  We are very proud of her. Well done Laura! 

Quote of the week: ‘Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice.’ 

Please can I remind all parents that as the weather is starting to become more autumnal and parents will be 
purchasing new coats, that these should be plain black with no logos.  This year so far we have had almost no 
issues with coats and the overall appearance of our students is very smart as they arrive in the morning.  I 
would like to thank you as parents for your support in following the school uniform rules as this has a very 
positive affect on students and their attitudes. 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Kind regards, Jane Coley, Headteacher 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6gyUzKM2TW_iKfVUIKNUcn7tyBUz9VYY-W5XSppFrhUc4VQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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School Uniform 
 
I am writing to you with regard to the issue of uniform. 
 
As the weather begins to cool from next week and new coat purchases 
occur can I just remind you that our dress code prescribes that coats 
must be plain black with no logos (reflective strips for safety are allowed 
and encouraged). However, what has delighted us so far this year is that 
we have had almost no issues with any students and coats. Alongside 
very few issues with black trainers I am delighted at the appearance of 
the students as they arrive at school in the morning.  Our uniform 
continues to be a matter of great pride and I must thank you for your 
continued parental support in this matter. The students come to school 
looking proud of themselves and this attitude permeates into their 
behaviour and attitude to their studies. 
 
Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher 
 
  

 

The members of the Esteem 
group did an amazing job on 

Wednesday with their Cake Sale 
in aid of the Charity Young 

Minds! Crowds were gathered 
around their stall at break and 

lunch, and they raised an 
awesome £117 for the charity. 

To find out more about this  
Charity please visit their website: 

Young Minds 

https://youngminds.org.uk/
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English Trip 
 

 
An excellent evening was had by all on our 
trip to see ‘An Inspector Calls’ at The New 
Wimbledon Theatre last week. A core GCSE 
text, the play was a fantastic opportunity for 
our Year 10 and 11 students to experience the 
story live on stage. Impressive, and at times 

dramatic sets with a great cast created a memorable evening and many 
students commented on how much they had enjoyed the show.  
Seeing the characters come to life will help students really get to grips with 
the text and its message of social responsibility.   

Mrs C Keljarrett, English Teacher 

 

 

 

 

Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador Training Day 
 
Yesterday, Ms Gooding and myself took 14 Year 10 and 12 students to an amazing event hosted by The Cleeve 
School in Cheltenham. 

The following students attended ‘The Diana Award Anti Bullying Ambassador training day’ where up to 150 
students from various schools came together to be trained as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors: Ethan, Molly, Leanne, 
Callum, Niketa, Pixie, Jodie, Georgina, Chloe, Amy, Asha, Jade, Mia-Rose, Danielle.  

Students were able to network with other passionate young people, exchange ideas and share good practice. 
Attending the training day will help develop our school’s Anti-Bullying work and allow students to creatively 
explore and understand the topic of bullying. 

One student from each school was voted in to be the Lead Ambassador who 
will liaise with a coordinator from The Diana Award Trust. This student chosen 
as The Lead Ambassador for Brakenhale school was Danielle and she has 
already been proactive in her new role and is keen to get started with the 
groups initiatives.  

Each student was presented with a Pin badge which they can now proudly 
wear to show they are now Anti Bullying Ambassadors and certificates will be 
presented in assemblies to help kick start raising awareness to students who 
may benefit from support from one of our amazing Anti Bullying Ambassadors. 

I look forward to working closely with Danielle and the rest of the team and 
Miss Gooding and myself know that this is going to be a huge and wonderful 
initiative for our school and its students. 

Mrs Palmer, Behvaviour Support Manager and Ms Gooding, Intervention 
Coordinator 
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Camera Club 
 
Once again, Camera Club had another high turnout of students all keen to show their photographs to each other 
and to provide feedback to each other on their images.  The level of skill in the room continues to amaze and 
impress me and I feel really lucky to see such beautiful pictures.  This week's challenge was to photograph the 
weather and there were lots of photographs to choose from, including these examples from Sandia and Arwa in 
Year 8 and Bethia in Year 7. 

For next Monday, I have challenged the members of Camera Club to take 2 photographs: one from a Bird's Eye 
View (looking down from above) and the other from a Worm's Eye View (looking up at their subject).  This 
explores composition and shows that photographs don't always have to be taken from a standing and straight 
point of view. 

Camera Club is on a Monday lunchtime in B17 and all years are welcome. 

        

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography 

 
 
 

STOP: for Parents of Teens 
 
STOP: A Supportive Programme for Parents of Teens 
STOP is an effective parenting course for parents and/or carers of young people aged 10 to 16.  It is a step-by-step 
programme that gives parents a greater understanding of their young person and strategies to help manage 
situations which often occur during the ‘teens’. 
The programme will be run on the following dates and be located in school.  Please contact the school if you are 
interested. 

 Thursday 18th October 13.00 to 15.00 
Thursday 25th October - Half-term - no meeting 

 Thursday 1st November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 8th November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 15th November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 22nd November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 29th November 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 6th December 13.00 to 15.00 

 Thursday 13th December 13.00 to 15.00 
 
Miss Manisier, Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 
jmanisier@brakenhale.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:jmanisier@brakenhale.co.uk
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 What students have to say… 
 

We would love to hear what students have to say and we have therefore sent out a survey to all students about 
the core subjects; English, Maths and Science. 

The comments will be read and discussed by the heads of departments for these departments to help improve 
the teaching and learning of our subjects.  

Could parents please encourage your children to complete this survey and where appropriate give as much detail 
as possible. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Cresswell / Mr Dean / Mr Radcliffe, Directors of English/Maths/Science 

 

 

 

 

Poppy Appeal 
 

We are delighted to be supporting the annual Poppy Appeal, if students 
wish to donate to this worthwhile cause and wear a poppy, they are 
available from Main Reception or the LRC. 

Remembrance Sunday falls on 11th November 2018 and is a day for the 
nation to remember and honour those who have sacrificed themselves to 
secure and protect our freedom. 

If you would like any information on Remembrance please click on the link 
below: 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/remembrance-sunday/ 

Students and staff will show their respect and observe 2 minutes silence at 10.58am on Friday 9th November. 

If any students attend cadets and would like to wear their uniform to school on Friday 9th November they are 
welcome to do so. 

 

 

 

 
 

Feedback Initiative 
 
Electronic submission: Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 
 
We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   
Ms Coley, Headteacher 
 
  

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Fundraising 
 
We need your help to raise £47,872 by September 2019!!!!!    

Thank you so much to those who have donated on our MyDonate page.  

Dear parents and carers 

You may have noticed that we have lots of blue hoarding around the 
school. Please will you speak to your employers and ask if they would 
like to advertise on the hoarding. We offer advertising space at a fixed 
price until the end of the project. Although most hoarding is inside the 
school grounds, there are up to 1000 people seeing it every day – parents, 
visitors, contractors, delivery companies, teachers from other schools, etc. 
If you find anyone that is interested, please ask them to contact me at the 
fundraising e-mail address: 

Fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk   

Please don’t forget to visit our fundraising page and either donate some 
money (however small), or buy some furniture. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#  

With thanks, 

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

 

Attendance 
 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

                  

Miss Shill, Attendance Officer 

 
 

mailto:Fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#donation-summary
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School Sport Zone 
 

Bracknell Bees Schools Outreach Programme 

We are pleased to announce that we are now partners with the Bracknell Bees Ice Hockey team and members of 
their schools outreach programme. This programme gives us unique offers and discounts for parents and children 
to attend the game.  

The next Bracknell Bees School Zone game is on Saturday 20th October and with your ticket they have included an 
exclusive ‘Skate with the Bees’ session after the game.  

Please find below the voucher to receive your exclusive school discount.  

Please call 01344 789000 and quote ‘Schools Zone’. All you then need to do is bring a copy of the voucher with 
you on the night.   Just £10 per adult and 2 kids go free!!  Doors open at 5:15pm.  

 

 

Young Ambassadors 

Do you have a passion for leading and being involved 
in sports, well then you should become part of the 
Brakenhale Young Ambassador Team. 

We are looking for 4 individuals from year 10 to 
represent the school as a leader at the Berkshire 
School Games. By becoming a Young Ambassador you 
will receive a Sports Leaders Level 1 Award by 
completing the work required, which will look 
amazing on your CV. 

To apply you need to have: 

 represented the school in number of sports,  

 attend clubs regularly,  

 have an interest in coaching and leadership 

You will need to fill out the application form 
(obtainable from the PE office) and return it to Miss 
Willimott by the 19th October and Interviews will be 
after half term. 

 Netball Teams 
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PE Department Weekly Bulletin 
 

PE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY BULLETIN 

SPORTS 
RESULTS 

WEEK OF 8/10/18 

Year Sport Versus For Against Result PoTM 

7/8 Cross Country Reading Schools     

10 Rugby POSTPONED DUE TO HARD PITCH 

10 Netball Edgbarrow 3 19 L Romy Millward 

11 Netball Edgbarrow 3 17 L Tegan Roberts 

SPORTS 
REPORTS 

WEEK OF 8/10/18 

Year 7/8 
Cross 

Country 
To follow 

Year 10 
and 11 
Netball 

Tuesday evening saw the first netball fixture of the season for Year 10 and 11 against Edgbarrow. Both teams 
played well against a very strong side from the competing school. The Year 10 game saw some worthy 
performances from all members of the squad resulting in Romy being crowned player of the match. The game 
was high on physicality and our girls battled to score. An excellent commitment from all players saw us win the 
final quarter but unfortunately it wasn't enough to win the whole game. The girls demonstrated excellent 
sportsmanship throughout the game despite the score not falling in our favour. The Year 11 game saw some 
lovely play moving the ball from defence to attack. They worked extremely well as a team and their 
communication skills were brilliant. They showed a real sense of sportsmanship when Amy went down injured, 
they were determined even though they were a player down. The last quarter was the best for the Year 11s as 
there were so many more interceptions and brilliant passes down the court. Well done to all the girls who 
played and to Tegan for winning player for the match for her outstanding commitment to the team and her 
quality defence.  

  

SPORTS 
FIXTURES  

     

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

15/10/18 10 BTEC Students Rugby Leaders Brakenhale P4 - P5 MPO/LWI 

16/10/18 10 Rugby Tournament Sandhurst 3.30-5.30 MPO 

17/10/18 7 Rugby Tournament Sandhurst 3.30-5.30 MKI 

17/10/18 10 BTEC Students Rugby Leaders Birch Hill 8.00 - 4.00 MPO 

NO EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS ON APART FROM THE FIXTURES ABOVE! 

BEST 
TUTOR 

WEEK OF 8/10/18 

YEAR 7 8 9 10 11 12/13 

TUTOR 7A 8N 9N 10N 11N  

SPORTS 
STAR 

WEEK OF 8/10/18 

NAME/ 
TUTOR 

Tegan Roberts 

REASON 
For stepping up at the last minute to play in the Year 11 netball team. She then played her socks off and was 

awarded player of the match. Well Done Tegan 
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Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

 
Congratulations to the prize draw winners this week.   
Thank you to everyone who has signed up 
to our school lottery.  We are looking to 
increase new members each month, so if 
you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 
There is a weekly draw in which you could 
win a prize (approximately £20 depending 
on participants, which increases the more 
members we have). Plus you have a weekly 
chance to win up to £25,000. 
There is also a chance to win restaurant 
vouchers this summer. 
Click on the link today and join up: 
Support the Brakenhale Lottery 
You have to be in it to win it. 
 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 
 
With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 
When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 
You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 
Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 
 
We have the following exciting opportunities at 
Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Assistant Caretaker 
 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Future Diary Dates 
 
* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October Half Term Break 
Tuesday 30th October PTA AGM 
Thursday 8th November Sixth Form Open Evening 
 
 
 

Term Dates 
 
 
 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 
Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 
Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 
(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 
SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 
Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 
Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 
Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

