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Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to our first parent news of the academic year 2018/19. It has been an 
absolutely fantastic start with students immediately engaging with the ethos of 
high expectations across all areas of the school.  There is a really positive 
atmosphere everywhere with staff and students alike genuinely excited to be 
back or in the case of Year 7s to join us. 

I delivered assemblies to all year groups on Monday morning, the annual ‘assembly marathon’ which I 
thoroughly enjoyed.  It was lovely to be able to see all of our students and to deliver to each of them the same 
message.  I talked to them about how lucky they are to be at Brakenhale and about the opportunities that the 
school will give them.  I shared with them the outstanding GCSE and Post 16 results and used this as an 
example of how incredibly well they too can do.  I also discussed with them the importance of positive 
relationships because without these it is much harder to gain good results.  Our quote of the week this week is 
a real example of how vital this is to us: ‘See the light in others and treat them as if that is all you see’.  I played 
to them a song from Zootropolis - ‘Try Everything’, which highlights the importance of having a go even if you 
find it difficult because we all learn by making mistakes. 

Over the summer holidays the building work continued at a pace, our new Student Support Centre was 
completed and looks amazing.  It is such a positive space and I know that so many students will benefit from 
this positive learning environment.  The foundations are being completed for the main block and very soon this 
will start to take shape.  Exciting times!  We also learnt over the holiday that we were runners up in the 
national ‘Considerate Constructors Hoarding Competition’ with our Brakenhale graffiti entry.  We will be having 
an awards ceremony on Friday 21st September, photographs to follow. 

On Wednesday, we welcomed Joe Organ from Brasenose College, Oxford University.  He spent considerable 
time talking to a number of our students in Year 12 and 13 who are interested in applying to Oxford.  He was 
incredibly impressed with them so watch this space for news later in the year regarding successful applications. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our ‘Fab and Drab’ initiative and our Teacher of the week.  
We set this up last year and it was incredibly successful, we received hundreds of comments from parents and 
students which enabled us to improve on areas identified as being a little ‘drab’ and build on those seen as 
‘fab’.  I would encourage everybody to engage in this and give feedback when you can.  The submission forms 
can be accessed via the links here:  Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

Student of the week goes to: 

Jade Ackuaku -  Year 13 

Jade has gained a place in the prestigious National Youth Dance Company England - she was selected at a taster 
workshop earlier in the year to audition and successfully gained a place this Summer. Her place is a fully funded 
scholarship that will allow her to travel to and attend classes, workshops and performances at Sadler's Wells 
Theatre in London. She will work with the associated artists at Sadler's who are all world renowned 
choreographers.  

Motivational quote for next week is: ‘You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem and smarter 
than you think.’ – Christopher Robin, Winnie the Pooh. 

Congratulations to Mr Gibson who has gained a promotion to Headship at Maiden Erlegh School in Reading, a 
post he will take up in January 2019.  This is a fantastic achievement and we know he will be a great success.  
We will be interviewing for a replacement this month and we have already had a number of very high calibre 
applications. 

Kind regards 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
7th September 2018 

WELCOME 
BACK TO SCHOOL 

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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What’s on next week 

Monday 10th September Duke of Edinburgh Parents’ Evening, 6-7pm Bronze, 7-8pm Silver 

Tuesday 11th September School Photos – Years 7/9/11/Sixth Form 

Year 11 Information Evening, 6-7pm, main hall 

Wednesday 12th September Year 13 University Application Evening, 7-8pm 

 

 

GCE and GCSE Results 

A-Level and BTEC 

Brakenhale’s A-Level and Level 3 BTEC results have once again demonstrated the strong position the school has 
established within the local education market. In every single measure there has been an increase in attainment 
and progress on previous years, which means there has been three years of continued improvement at Post 16 in 
all measures. 

At A*-B it was at 60% in 2018 compared to 43% in 2015, 53% in 2016 and 59% in 2017 including BTEC equivalents. 
A 17% increase in the last two years! 

At A*-C it was 88% in 2018 compared to 60% in 2015, 73% in 2016 and 87% in 2017 including BTEC equivalents. A 
28% increase. 

The A*-E pass rate for A Level and BTEC is 100% for the fourth year in succession. 

I am incredibly proud of our students who have achieved another set of extremely strong results. These outcomes 
demonstrate how the hard work of students and staff and the support of parents have really paid off.  It is also 
evidence of how the curriculum that we have put in place across the last 3 years, alongside strong support systems, 
have created an academic environment within which our students can achieve their potential and thrive. The Sixth 
Form team and the student body have responded so positively to our very high expectations and these results bear 
testimony to this.  

It has been a huge team effort and I am so grateful to the teaching staff, tutors and parents who have all pulled 
together, endured the stress and provided the support and encouragement necessary to make these fabulous 
results a reality. 

GCSE 

We are absolutely delighted to report our outstanding 2018 GCSE results, the best in the history of Brakenhale 
School! Improvements have been made this year across ALL performance measures with many significantly higher 
than previous years. 

The percentage of students achieving a Grade 4 (equivalent to an old C grade) in English and Maths has risen by 
12% to 60% and those achieving a Grade 5 in English and Maths has increased by 11%. 

In English, 71% of students achieved the Grade 4 and above – 11% higher than last year and in Maths it was 68%, a 
14% increase on last year. In addition, following our constant focus on ‘High Expectations and Challenge’, almost 
25% of the year group gained the equivalent of an A/A* in English; a phenomenal achievement. 

Due to the changing nature of qualifications no school is able to publish an accurate and official progress 8 figure 
until the Department of Education releases this in December. However, we have seen a significant improvement in 
the initial figure that has been calculated on last year’s data. This gives us a positive score which equates to a third 
of a grade more progress for all students compared with 2017. Our Attainment 8 grade demonstrates an 
improvement of almost half a grade per student in comparison with last year.   

These results are absolute evidence of the impact that Brakenhale School has on the outcomes and life chances of 
its students. 

Ms Coley, Headteacher  
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# Be Prepared! 

Remember to check your Tools for Learning. 

Get into the good habit of putting out your uniform, checking 
your timetable and packing your bag the night before.   

This will help you arrive at school with the correct uniform, 
tools for learning and equipment such as PE kit, Food 
Technology ingredients, completed homework and other 
necessary items to make sure you are ready to learn as soon 
as the school day begins. 

Having the right tools makes the work neater and lessons start 
quicker. 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the Roads Safely 

Please can we take this opportunity to remind you that as a 
school, we always want to maintain positive relations with all 
residents in our local community and would be really grateful if this can be considered when dropping/collecting 
students from the school.  In particular could I ask that driveways and roads are not blocked so that residents can 
still access their homes and vehicles; please take extra care in and around Coningsby.  Please remember that the 
zigzag lines in Coningsby opposite Rectory Close are there to keep the area clear to allow an unrestricted view for 
approaching drivers and children wanting to cross the road.  All road users have a responsibility to each other and 
pedestrians to drive and park with consideration for others.  Bracknell Forest have advised us that enforcement 
action will be taken against illegally parked vehicles outside schools.  

Please also ensure that you park and drive courteously around the school site including not obstructing the 
gateways as this gets particularly busy during school drop off and pick up times. 

Wherever possible we would encourage students to walk or cycle to school.  We have a safety Cycle Pass scheme, 
so students require a permit and a helmet if they cycle or scooter to school.  

Your support in these matters is much appreciated as always 
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Cycling to School 

Can we please remind parents that to cycle or scooter to school students 
need a permit and helmet. 

We had a very good start to the compulsory helmet scheme last year, can 
parents please keep reinforcing the message.  Remind students that the 
helmet must be worn securely and has to be put on before they leave the 
bike area at the end of the school day. 

 

 

 

Please be aware that the police have alerted us to 
local cycle thefts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Regular and punctual attendance of students at school is both a legal requirement and crucial to a student's 
success - there is a clear link between a high rate of attendance and high achievement. I am sure that you are 
already aware of the 95% attendance target that we are working towards. If students are not in lessons they 
cannot learn! Every lesson really does count! Statistics show missing 8.5 days or 5% of school in any school year 
can reduce the success level of a student by 1 GCSE grade.  

With this in mind it, I would like to reiterate the expectations that we have with regards to attendance: 

 Students are expected to be in school and in registration or assembly at 8:35am. 

 Should your child be unwell please call the attendance line on 01344 465050 or email 
attendance@brakenhale.co.uk to inform us of the illness and the expected date of return. 

 Should you need to arrange a medical or dental appointment can I encourage you where possible to arrange 
these after 1:30pm as this will reduce the disruption to your child’s learning (they will only miss one lesson). 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Miss Shill, Attendance Officer  
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Oxford University and Year 12 

Year 12 hit the ground running last Wednesday. On the first day of term a lunch was held for all those students 
who had achieved very high grades in their GCSEs. Presenting to the students during this lunch was Joe Organ 
from Brasenose College , Oxford who helped the students to understand how they could use the next two years 
to maximise their chances of a great university or apprenticeship application. The 15 students listened with focus 
and it will be great to see how their futures unfold over the next 24 months. Watch this space! 

Mr Hartley, Deputy Headteacher 

 

Concerning App 

We have been made aware of an app that is currently causing significant concern. The App is called YuBo after 
changing the name from Yellow. It is widely being labelled as 'Tinder for Kids!' 

YuBo encourages on line relationships and is an app that allows children to connect and chat to new people. Users 
can swipe right on someone else’s profile to ‘like’ them, and swipe left to pass on to view other users’ profiles. You 
can video chat and/or watch other people's live videos. 

The NSPCC consider this to be high risk for the risk areas of Sex, Drugs, Alcohol and Crime. 

Please see the following link for more information: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/yubo/ 

 

Dance News 

The Performing Arts Faculty would like to congratulate Jade Ackuaku, 
Year 13, who has gained a place in the prestigious National Youth Dance 
Company England. She was selected to audition after being spotted at a 
taster workshop earlier in the year and successful gained a place through 
an audition over the Summer. Her place is a fully funded scholarship that 
will allow her to travel to and attend classes, workshops and 
performances at Sadler's Wells' in London. She will work with the 
associate artists at Sadler's who are world renowned choreographers and 
perform at the famous venue as part of the company. 

Mrs Duffy, Head of Performing Arts 

 

PE News 

 

Here are the Extra Curricular activities 
in PE for this first half term 

Mr Potter, Head of PE 

 

  

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/yubo/
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New Build Fundraising Project 

 

We need your help to raise £48,119.00 by September 2019!!!!!    

Thank you so much to those who have donated on our MyDonate 
page. 

You will see that our total has increased during the summer holiday, 
thanks to those of you who have made donations. Some of you have 
made reference to the amount being small – please do not apologise. 
We know that it is a big ask to request money of you and any amount, 
however small, is very gratefully received. 

To those of you who have not yet donated and would like to, please 
go to our fundraising page at: 
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#  

We still have a long way to go, so to remind you and for the new 
parents, our fundraising is to buy furniture and equipment for our 
new building. The funding provided by the government is very tightly 
regulated and can be used for the building only, not including furniture or equipment. The theory is that we 
should take with us furniture and equipment from the existing building and we will do so if it is functional. 
However, much of the furniture is old because the school has not had funding to regularly maintain and/or 
replace. In addition, the projectors and interactive whiteboards that we currently have in every classroom will not 
work with the new systems in the new building because technology has advanced considerably since Brakenhale 
was built in the 1950s! 

In our December meeting, the governors committed to raising the money needed and we are depending on your 
support to help us.  

I am sure that you can think of ways to raise money and we will support you but just to get your creative juices 
running, some ideas that have been suggested include gaining sponsorship to run in local marathons, bike rides or 
other events; pledge auctions, clothing sales, car washing events, pamper evenings, bingo, cabaret evenings, 
sponsored slims, etc. Get your friends, relatives, neighbours and colleagues to take part with you. 

We know that some of the larger national and global companies that you may work for will match any money that 
employees are able to raise for charities. Brakenhale is a charity, under the umbrella of the Greenshaw Learning 
Trust. We will offer incentives to companies that support you/the school in this way with publicity in the school 
and beyond. We will also invite those of you who are involved in raising £1,000+ to a special opening event and 
you, with your sons/daughters will be the first to see the new facilities.  

We are about to invite companies to advertise on the hoarding around our site. Please contact me if you know of 
any organisations that may be interested. 

Please contact me if you are prepared to run an event. We will support you in a range of ways and find others to 
work with you if you want to work in groups. 

The Reading half-marathon will take place on Sunday 17th March – if any of you are planning to enter, please 
consider running for your school. The date of the Lexicon Bracknell half-marathon is yet to be published but 
please keep us in mind if you are intending to enter. 

We have a dedicated e-mail address for our fundraising. Please e-mail me to discuss any ideas that you have on 
fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk  

Karen Roche, Chair of the governing body 

  

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/iwanttobuysomefurniture/472468#donation-summary
mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
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New Build Update 

The building project has progressed 
significantly over the summer break.   

We have a newly refurbished and 
relocated Student Support Centre.  
This includes the Bridge for those 
students in Year 7 who may struggle 
with the transition into secondary 
school, Boost (a special educational 
needs classroom) and a further 
teaching classroom. 

With brand new, high-tech toilet 
facilities, it has given us a taste of 
things to come! 

Behind the school, pilings have gone in 
ready for the foundations, so we are 
starting to see what the footprint of 
the new school will look like, exciting 
times! 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

 

Electronic submission: Fab   Drab  Staff Member of the Week 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime,  
and we look forward to hearing from you regularly.   

Ms Coley, Headteacher 

 

 

 

School Reminders 

Student Contact Information 

Please ensure that you keep the school updated with any changes to your contact 
details, especially email addresses and mobile phone numbers. 

We use schoolcomms messages to keep you updated on information regarding your students, if for any reason 
you are not receiving our messages, please call the school office and we will be happy help. 

If we do not hold any email contacts for you this will result in a delay to you receiving messages as paper copies 
will need to be sent home by post. 

School Gateway App 

This App provides you with the opportunity to be able to view your child's 
achievements and check their weekly timetable. 

If you have any problems accessing information, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  

Student Support 

includes the Bridge, 

Boost and a teaching 

classroom, with brand 

new, high-tech facilities. 

https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
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Biometric 

We use fingerprint scanning at school as a safe a secure way for students to take their books from 
the library and also to purchase their food from the canteen.  If your child has not had their 
fingerprint taken, they can do this take by going to the Library during break or lunchtimes.  The will 
need to have the attached consent form completed and signed before the fingerprints can be taken. 

Please contact the school office for more information. 

ParentPay 

ParentPay is the easiest way to make payments for your son/daughter’s lunch money and 
any trips your child will be attending.  If you do not currently have a login for ParentPay, 
please contact the school office who will be able issue you with details.  If you are 
experiencing any problems with your account, please contact us. 

Please ensure that sufficient money is added to your child’s dinner money account to enable them to purchase 
their food. 

Showmyhomework 

ShowMyHomework.co.uk is used by teachers to add detail and resources to work set. All 
students have a log in to make finding their homework much easier. Once they have logged 
in for the first time we, as a school, are unable to change or rest their passwords for them, 
as per GDPR restrictions, so any account holders must use the 'Forgotten Password' button 
on the log in page to gain access if they forget their password.  

Please remember that it is not necessary to log in to see the details of the homework - this can be seen by viewing 
the Brakenhale Homework Calendar on Show My Homework and filtering by subject, teacher and/or year group. 

Key Stage 3 students should expect to receive a minimum of 3 hours of homework per week, which should 
increase as they move up the years from Year 7 to Year 9. Key Stage 4 should expect to receive a minimum of 5 
hours a week.  

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the school.  

Mrs Powell, Assistant Headteacher 

School Dining Hall 

The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students from 7.45-8.30am for 
breakfast food which includes: 
Fresh Fruit / Yogurt Bar with Oats and Fruit Flavored Crunches / Cereals / 
Bacon or Sausage Baps / Danish Pastries 

Other opening times include: 
 11.00 – 11.25am Break-time  

 1.25pm  Lunchtime 

 3.05pm Any food left over can be purchased at half price 

The cost of a hot school meal is £2.40 which includes either a drink or a 
pudding.  A selection of jacket potatoes, sandwiches, pizza slices, panini's, 
fresh salad bar and pasta bar are also available daily. 

During breakfast, break and lunch students can only pay using their 
ParentPay accounts can you please ensure that these accounts have funds 
available.   

After school service students can pay with cash or their ParentPay account. 

Should you have any questions regarding the Catering, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Mrs Silvey, Catering & Enrichment Manager 
csilvey@brakenhale.co.uk  

https://www.teamsatchel.com/index.html
mailto:csilvey@brakenhale.co.uk
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Mobile Phones 

Can we please remind you that students must not use a mobile phone or any other mobile device anywhere on 
the school site or on any off-site school activity with one exception. The one exception is where a teacher tells the 
students they have permission to use a mobile device in the classroom as part of the planned learning activity in 
the lesson then mobile devices will be allowed provided the student follows the teacher instructions.  

Mobile devices must not be visible at any time and must be switched off (ensuring all alerts and alarms are 
inactive), out of sight and kept safely in the student’s school bag at all times. 

 

Brakenhale PTA School Lottery 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners over the summer holiday.  Even though we weren’t in school, the 
lottery winners kept winning!   

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school lottery.  We are looking to increase new members each 
month, so if you have not signed up yet now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize (approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it. 

 

Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your selected 
cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the retailer you want to shop with and click 
out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and your 
experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase 
to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

 

Current Vacancies 

We have the following exciting opportunities at 

Brakenhale.  Please see the website for more details. 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 Deputy Headteacher  

 Senior Science Technician 

 

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 

Tuesday 18th September Year 10 Information Evening 

Thursday 20th September Year 6 Open Evening, school closes at 12.05pm for students 

Monday 24th September Year 11 Drugs Workshop 

School Tours start 

Tuesday 25th September PTA Meeting, 7pm 

Wednesday 26th September European Day of Languages 

Welcome to the Sixth Form Evening for Year 12 Parents 

Thursday 27th September Year 11 Cause for Concern Parents’ Evening 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September) 

Wednesday 5th September to Thursday 20th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October) 

(Inset Day: Friday 21st December) 

Christmas Holiday for students – Friday 21st December to Friday 4th January 2019 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Monday 7th January to Friday 5th April 

Spring Half Term – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February) 

Spring Holiday for students – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

(Good Friday 19th April, Easter Monday 22nd April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

Term dates for students: 

Tuesday 23rd April to Friday 19th July 

(Inset Days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July) 

Summer Half Term – Monday 27th to Friday 31st May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 19th July 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 

 

 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
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Advance Notice 

 

Term Dates – 2019/2020 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 

Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 Inset Days 

Wednesday 4th September – Thursday 19th December 2019 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 2019 

Christmas Holiday: Friday 20th December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020 

 

SPRING TERM 20120 

 

Monday 6th January – Friday 3rd April 2020 

Spring Half Term - Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020 

Spring Holiday: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020 

(Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

 

Monday 20th April – Friday 17th July 2020 

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2020 Inset Days 

Summer Half Term - Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 

Summer Holiday: starts on Friday 17th July 2020 

 

INSET Days  Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

   Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2020 

   1 Inset Day to be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

