Brakenhale School

Parent News

Parent News: Friday 20t March 2020

PLEASE ensure that we have your correct contact details!
The easiest and quickest way to check your contact information is via the School Gateway App.

If you’re having trouble logging in, it may be because we don’t have your current email and mobile phone
number on our records. Please call the school office and we will update the details on our system.

We hope that you will find School Gateway a great way to keep up to date with what’s going on at school.

Dear Parents/Carers

This week has been the hardest of my career and it has left me heartbroken to see our amazing kids besides
themselves with grief that their school careers were literally over and their exams cancelled; it was hard to take.
Staff were just as gutted for them - they have literally moved heaven and earth to guide and prepare them and
not to give them the chance to shine has been tough. Other students have been bewildered, anxious, a little
frightened and now their place of safety is being removed indefinitely.

But on the other side | have been humbled and amazed at the overwhelming sense of community and love that
has permeated our school and | could not have been prouder of everyone. Highlights have been bagging up
nearly 200 packs of food for families and over 100 boxes of essentials that we managed to order for staff who
haven’t been able to get to the shops. The fact that we've been able to stay open all week for all year groups
with high quality teaching and learning in all classrooms continuing all day every day has been remarkable. The
way in which staff and students have reached out to each other to reassure and support could not have made
me prouder.

The messages of support and touching gifts such as the chocolates form Mr and Mrs Johnstone, have been
constant and they have also kept us all going. The weeks ahead will be tough but we know we have to do this to
keep our precious community safe from harm and nothing is more important than that.

Student of the week:

Danielle Rabulan Post 16 - Danielle took it upon herself to help pack the FSM bags with staff on Thursday, then
after school she took it upon herself to go round handing out KFC milkshakes she had bought herself to as many
staff members as she could. Such an incredible Head Girl. We always say look for the helpers in these situations
and all day that was her.

Serkan Genc Year 11 - For the most amazing notes following the visit to see the Poet Laureate, Serkan
demonstrated just how amazing our students are.

Fab:

e Updates on Coronavirus - Thank you so much for the continued updates regarding the Coronovirus. We
are very grateful. We have disabled and vulnerable people in our family so it's important to be kept
informed.

e  Massive thanks to #teambrakenhale for their hard work, patience and reassurance during these difficult
weeks. When | think of the amount of additional work each teacher has undertaken to prepare classwork
in the event of the school closing, it hits home how dedicated they are. Thank you all.

o Like youllook forward to seeing more on how the Government plans to grade GCSEs this year. | understand
it is far from ideal but these are unprecedented times and once schools closed it seems there was little
option than to cancel the examinations. My daughter has been very calm about this, and in large part, this
is due to yourself and your staff explaining as much as you know to her. One thing | do know, is that
whatever the decision on grades this year is, the work that you have all put in for her will not have been in
vain. It will I am sure be reflected in the 'results' she achieves later this summer. As | briefly mentioned the
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other day, | would like to thank you and your staff for their dedication in what must have been incredibly
times. Fingers crossed this virus disappears soon, and she can resume her education in 6th form!

e Just wanted to say that while the world is going through these unsettling times, Brakenhale has done more
than | would have ever expected to ensure | have been informed with the information | require, you have
put the welfare of the students (and staff) at the top of your priority list and | think Brakenhale is simply
amazing. If there is anything me or my boys can do to support Brakenhale through these times, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

e You're doing an amazing job, so just keep doing what you're doing.

e | just want to say a huge thank you for the frequent updates, attitude and proactive approach shown in
such a challenging and uncertain time. My daughter seems very well comforted by the messaging she's
received, and understands what is now needed from her to progress her education in new and different
circumstances. | have full confidence in the entire education and support team at Brakenhale in not only
getting through the next few weeks, but also recovering and getting back to normality over time to minimise
the impact to all students.

e Thank you for your email Ms Coley, this has come to us all a huge emotional shock. You and your team are
amazing and you do fantastic work within the school. My daughter was devastated last night. And she still
is. She has worked so hard during key stage 4. Hopefully she will get her grades and continue to study at
home. We all know that this is out of your control. She also said that you gave her hope with the assembly
this morning. All we can say is keep safe and keep in touch. Thanks for all you do and keeping us informed.

e | would like to say a massive thank you to you and all the staff at Brakenhale during this dark time. You have
all been totally amazing.

e | can'timagine how stressful these past few weeks have been, crazy times. Just wanted to give a MASSIVE
thank you to all the Brakenhale team!

e Felt|needed to drop you a message, | know you probably have had loads but hey, here's another ©. THANK
YOU so much for everything you are doing, not only do you have the worry of the school and our children
but also of your own family and friends. We are truly grateful for the great communication and endless
work you are doing to make this run as smoothly as possible. We realise you can't do this alone so please
share with your awesome team that are working away to help. Here's to some sunshine and lovely days
when all this is over.

e Just a note to say thank you for everything done and doing for students while still have own families and
current situation.

e Thanks for all you are doing.

e | just wanted to say Thank you for being so proactive in this time of absolute crisis and uncertainty. My
daughter joined in Year 7 and you have been so on the ball with everything. | am aware the past few weeks
haven't been easy. So thank you, thank you for going above and beyond. Stay safe.

e | would like to thank you for the continued communication that we have received. This must be a very
concerning time and imagine that your hands are tied really with any decisions regarding closures. | have
been battling with sending my son in as we have my elderly Dad living with us and | am petrified of him
getting ill. But despite this | just wanted to say thank you for all you are doing.

e Just want to say a big thank you, to you and your staff for keeping the school up and running in these crazy
times. | personally think you have kept us well informed and updated on latest guidelines etc. | just wanted
to give you some positive feedback on your efforts. Thanks.

e You are all doing an awesome job. Keep up the good work but remember to look after yourselves too.
Thank you for everything.

e Thanks for the messages and the continued communication. You are all doing a fantastic job. You should
all be very proud of yourselves.

e Dear Ms Coley and team, | am sending you this email to let you that you are a very loved and popular
headteacher for the big changes you have made at Brakenhale, today | was at Heatherwood Hospital in
Ascot with my daughter and | was so pleased to hear people speak nicely about the good changes in
Brakenhale and appreciate all your efforts and fight that you are doing for Brakenhale. | was happy and
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proud to hear people speaking positively about Brakenhale and appreciate you for that. Thank you so much
for never giving up and for making Brakenhale the best school in and around Bracknell. Thank you so much
to you all.

e Thank you for all your efforts to keep our children educated and parents and carers informed. They are
much appreciated.

e | just wanted to say, Thank you for all the information you are sending out. And another big Thank you to
you and your staff for all the hard work you are doing at the moment.

e | along with the community and the country are truly grateful to you and your wonderful team throughout
the school. It does not go unnoticed the impact this is having on the education profession and it breaks my
heart to think of the hard work, hours, dedication, support you all have given to our students. The bond
between teaching staff and the students is so special at Brakenhale. My son came home yesterday and
told us about a teacher who broke down in tears and this really hit home. Whatever happens, with the
exams and the gradings, | just want to say a huge thank you for giving my son the best educational
foundation he could possibly have. Perhaps once this horrible virus has had its but kicked there will be an
opportunity for everyone to gather and celebrate our children’s success and their futures. You are all
incredibly fantastic people. Again thank you....

Staff member of the week:

Miss Perryman and the sick room teachers - Miss Perryman was so lovely on Thursday checking up on me when
| was really unwell and other members of the Sixth Form! She is an outstanding part of Sixth Form! Thank you
so much! The Sick room team constantly phoned different practices to get me an appointment for 40 minutes
straight. So thankful for their help.

Mrs Bradley - Always very nice and kind. She helps me with my English and my lessons with her are enjoyable.

Miss Manisier and Miss Gill - For doing their best to support me to work things out :)

Mrs Duffy - For being a great tutor and an amazing dance teacher.
Quote of the week:

“It is only in our darkest hours that we may discover the true strength of the brilliant light within ourselves
that can never, ever, be dimmed.”

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you all my very, very best across the next few weeks. Please take
care of yourselves and your loved ones and know that myself and my staff will always be here at the end of an
email or a phone ready to help you in any way that we possibly can in these very difficult times.

My very best wishes to you all.

Jane Coley, Headteacher

Bracknell Lions Easter Raffle e

Congratulations to James in Year 8 who has won the
Bracknell Lions Easter Egg hamper from their Easter
Raffle.

Ms Coley officiated and picked the winning ticket out
of the ‘hat’. James was delighted with his lucky ticket.

Prize draw prior to the Easter weekend.

All the proceeds raised go to charity.
All proceeds to charity!

www.facebook.com/Bracknellforestiions
http://bracknellforestiions.org.uk/

In the past year fund raising by the Lions has helped
many good causes including a new defibrillator for the = .
Lexicon centre, toys for the Bracknell Sensory toy library, the Pllgrlms Trust, the Lions Flood Disaster fund and the
Australian bush fire disaster.
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upporting Young People w

The Anxiety and Depression in Young People Research Clinic at the University of Reading has sent us some
information that they have put together with colleagues from Oxford University. They hope that it may be of use.

You can see a few pages below but the full booklet can be found on the school website. It is full of advice for
parents, carers and people that work with children and young people.

Please see the complete booklet on our website.

COVID-19

Advice for

and people
that work with
children and
young people

Supporting children and young
people with worries about

find here: https://e i i OFE.

University of
Q Reading

OXFORD

This is a time of uncertainty and 2 lot of children and young
people will be feeling anxious and worried about what is going
parents' carers on Thisis a normal response to the situation and below we
offer some advice about what adults can do to help and
support children and young people.

There is 2 lot of information becoming available - this is great
but may also be confusing, so we have pulled together some
advice and some of our favourite links in to one place. We hope
this wiill be helpful

Given that the situation is changing rapidly at the moment we
will make updates from time to time which you will be able to

ESllh icevs @ioTeric

Look after yourself

It is understandsble if you are feeling anxious
and worried yourself at the moment and you
may have some very difficult challenges to
negotiate. Do look out for things that help you
to cope. This will make it much easier for you
to be able to respond in the way that you want
to when talking to children and young pecple.

There is some useful information aimed at
adults here:

hittps: /v rethink.org/news-and-
r /2020/0; ¥
mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/

https:/fveww.mind.org uk/information-

support/c i d-y

Keeping healthy
habits

‘Where it is possible to do so, try te maintain
normal routines as much as possible- for
example, in relation to eating, sleeping,
studying and playing or downtime. Routines
help children and young people to feel safe.
‘Getting cutside in nature can also be
bansficial. There is evidence that contact with
nature boosts mood so, as long as medical
advice permits, try to spend time outside with
children and young people. If they are not
able or do not want to leave the house,
encourage them to get some exercise at
home — there are lots of free apps or videos
available on YouTube.

Watch out for getting
caught in vicious
cycles

There are some behaviours that it might be
easy to get in to at this time that can make

anxiety worse in the long run, such as:

*  Avoiding things (e.g., a parent sleeping
in the bed with their child instead of
them sleeping on their own)

* Withdrawing from other people

* Constantly googling for information

+ Spending 2 lot of time talking about
warries

* Being on the lockout for danger

* Checking (e.g., looking at news updates
alot]

* Being in your head a lot thinking about
things rather than fully doing things

* Washing hands at a level that goes well
beyond the madical advice

Be on the lockeut for thess and other
behaviours, and encourage children and
young pecple to notice what helps (not just in
the immediate short-term) and what ends up
making them feel mere anxious. Later on, we'll
give you some ideas about how you might help

them to deal with thess behaviours in order to
bresk any vicious cycles that they might have
inadvertently ended up in.

Responding to
children and young
people

Children and young peaple will alse be looking

to the adults around them for clues on how
they should be responding and whether they
should be worried so do try to keep your
responses in check during conversations with
children and young pecple. This is not to say
that you need to hide your anxety, to the
contrary, it is important to help children
recognise that a certain amount of anxiety and
stress is normal and to see how to deal with it
[e.g. “When | am worried about this | like to
call my friend, shall we call your friend to talk
to them?”, or “When I'm worried | like to
watcha funny TV programme to take my mind
off it, what TV programme would you like to
watch”?). It is ok for them to know that adults
worry too but they will feel more scared and
find it harder to share their worries if they see
adults feeling overwhelmad.

3

Talking about worries

It is good to talk about worries and listen to
children and young people’s concerns. Try to
mazke time and space for children and young
people to talk to you. They won't always let
you know that they want to talk so look out for
signs, such as them staying closer to you than
usuzl.

When to talk

Itis great if you can talk to children and young
people at the time that they raise worries, as
clearly they are feeling able to talk at that
time. But we know this is not always possible
and it is important to talk at a time when both
you and they are not stressed, busy or tired. It
can also be helpful to try to avoid discussing
worries immediately before bed as things
often seem scarier and more worrying at
bedtime. If children raise worries or concerns
at thase times let them know that you have
heard their worry and that you definitely want
to talk to them shout it and agree another
time to have the conversation (and stick to this
plan). Then perhaps come up with some other
things that they can switch to thinking about
instead of engaging in warrying.

How to talk
Key characteristics of situations that create
worry and anxiety are a heightened sense of
uncertainty, potential threat, and
responsibility, and & reduced sense of control
s0 it is =asy to see why our current
circumstances are fuelling anxiety. So, in
conversations with children it is important to
help them to:

3. Recognise that is understandzble to

fesl worried or anxious

b. Develop an accurate and realistic
understanding of the situation

. Recognise simple, practical things that
they can do, but also to be clear about
the limits of their responsibility

Here are some steps that
may be helpful:

Be curious and acknowledge
their fears and worries

Start with ‘open questions’. These are
questions that cant be answered with a
simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ (e.g. “What makes you feel
that way?"; “What have you heard about the
wirus?", “What are your worries about this"?).
Older children may have picked up
information enline or through friends, so do
explore what sorts of things they have been
hearing. This will all help you to understand
any fears and worries that they have.

how  their must be
making them feel. Try not to minimise or
dismiss worries (e.g. “It will be fine!”, “Don’t
be silly"), as this can lead to young people
feeling that their concerns are not being taken
seriously which may make them reluctant to
talk about rather than feel able to come back
and share thoughts or ask questions in the
future [however silly they may seem). It is also
hard to control what thoughts pop into our
heads, so rather than saying “Don’t think
about it", encourage them to notice the
thought but try not to engage in it [eg.,
“There's the annoying worry thought again,
what can you think about instead?")

Ak E: ug|

@ Help them to feel
understood and that their
worries are normal

Acknowledge that it is an anxiety-provoking
time for everyone and that it is normal to feel
worried. For example, if a child is worried
about their grandparents you might say “l can
see that you are worried about your Grandma
and Grandpa, | am a bit worried about them
too™ and then follow with points 3, 4 & 5.
Recognise that things will be different for a
while and that this might mean they feel
disappointed as things they are locking
forward to or enjoy doing are cancelled. This
disappointment is understandable and ok.

G52

A
-

@ Gently correct any

misunderstandings that the:
may have
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Bracknell Food Bank

If you are able to please can you remember to donate to the Bracknell Foodbank. This can either be done in your
local supermarket or directly to the Foodbank at the Kerith Centre.

Bracknell Foodbank have a shortage of the following items currently:

e Long life fruit juice e Tinned rice pudding
e Long life milk e Sponge pudding

e Tinned peas e Custard

e Tinned carrots e Toiletrolls

They do not however need any pastal

Thank you.

he Examining Boar

STEM
PAID INTERNSHIPS | SUMMER 2020
AQAZ '

Realising potential

For the attention of the Head of Centre, Exams Officer and all teaching staff STEM UNDERGRADUATES THINKING ABOUT A
Dear colleague CAREER IN TEACHING | GET PAID £1,102* TO GAIN EXPERIENCE

As I'm sure you'll know by now, the government has announced that schools across the UK
will close until further notice, and this summer’s exams won't go ahead.

WHY COMPLETE AN INTERNSHIP?
I want you to know that, over the coming months, we'll be working tirelessly with schools,
regulators and government to make sure young pecple who were due to take AQA exams this . . .
summer still achieve the qualifications they nead to progress to the next stage of their lives — Our four-week internship programme is a great
and that all the hard work students and teachers have already put in is properly rewarded way for Maths and Physics undergraduates in

) B their second year to gain quality, real-world
I'm sure you'll have a lot of questions about how this will work, so | promise we'll keep you

updated as soon as we know more details. We have a page on our website where we'll be
sharing information and advice as it becomes available.

This — like the coronavirus itself — is an unprecedented situation for all of us. But our
commitment to helping young people realise their potential hasn't changed, and never will

experience across two professional placement
settings, to develop your professional skills,
awareness and ability.

Learn how to apply your subject knowledge as
an educator and learn more about a future

Kind regards career in teaching.

INCLUDED WITHIN THE PROGRAMME:
Mark Bedlow

Chief Executive 121 Mentoring | Launch Event | Weekly Pay |
Learning Walks | Lesson Observations | Expert-led
Curriculum Guidance | Lesson Preparation |
Hands-on Lesson Delivery | STEM Project | Main
& Contrasting Educational Placements | Transition
Guidance | Support Network | Alumni Support |
Planning Tools | Workload Reduction Strategies |
Guest Entrance to the Festival of Education | ITT
Application Support | Interview Coaching

Read our Privacy notice.
@ Copyright 2020 AQA and its licensors,

AQA Education (AQA) is 3 registared charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registerad in
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA. Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX

MAKE YOUR APPLICATION BY FRIDAY 27TH MARCH 2020

Visit our website, download and return the STEM Internship 2020 Application form located
under the CPD tab. Or contact us directly via the details below

*£1,102 for the four-week internship will be paid directly to successful interns, subject to meeting attendance requirements

CONTACT:

FOREST LEARNING ALLIANCE

Email: cpowell@uplandsprimary.org

Tel: 01252 873069

Website: www.forestlearningalliance.org.uk e A
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Wates Building Update v
Wates

CONSTRUCTION
| wanted to provide you with an update with the current progress here at Brakenhale
School. The new building was successfully handed over to the School at the end of 2019 and since January 2020 the
students and staff have been settling into their new building and my understanding is they are thrilled with their
new facility to which we are very proud of our efforts.

The new building was known internally as Phase 2 which is now complete. Our last phase of works (Phase 3) has
commenced and will consist of the demolition of the existing School to provide a new staff car park, sports pitches
and soft landscaped areas. Prior to any demolition the existing building has been subjected to detailed surveys
which have included identifying the full extent of asbestos containing material. Naturally for a building of this age
asbestos is known and present within the building and in the coming weeks a specialist licensed contractor will be
appointed to begin the task of removing this material. | would like to emphasise that this will be undertaken with
the building very much in-situ, under controlled conditions and will be subject to professional independent
inspection to ensure the area is clear before any further work is commenced.

| completely understand that the task of demolishing the building will be of concern to you. The demolition will
likely commence in May 2020 and will continue for approximately 12-14 weeks. Concerns regarding noise and
airborne dust are understandable and | would like the opportunity to explain this task in more detail. The attached
aerial shot of the site identifies 12 zones. The building will be demolished in sequence so in essence will be
demolished working west to east (right to left). Works will only take place in line with permitted planning conditions
which are currently Monday to Friday 8am — 7pm and Saturdays 8am — 1pm. | am sympathetic to the impact this
may have on residents near the site particularly with the warmer months approaching and currently | have no
intention of working beyond 6pm of an evening and Saturdays will be by exception and not the norm.

With advancement in demolition technologies i.e. silencers fitted to all machinery and superior dust suppression
controls our aim is to ensure this task is undertaken with the minimal impact to the local community.

Finally, with the ever-increasing concern regarding the Coronavirus/Covid-19 we currently remain open as a site
and will continue to operate whilst implementing the advice given to us all from Government.

| would like to place on record our thanks for your cooperation throughout the construction phase and should you
wish to discuss any of the works further with me please do not hesitate to get in contact via the school.

Kind Regards

Paul Quinnell, Project Lead for Wates
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Camera Club Celebration

Unfortunately Camera Club was not able to run this week and with the imminent school closure, we will not be
physically meeting for the foreseeable future. However, | thought this an ideal time to celebrate some of the
photographs we have had submitted in the 2 years we have been meeting as a club, so here you are: a celebration
of the photographic talent of our students.

Reflections: Amber W, Oliver M and Rachel S Summer: Amy H, Bethia P, Hope G, Owen G
Holidays: Caitlin I, Oliver M

Now Camera Club may not be meeting every week but there is absolutely no reason why we cannot continue to
take photographs and share them. This week's challenge is 'every cloud has a silver lining': think about the positive
aspects of everything that is happening. Could you use the time at home to learn how to bake a cake, or paint a
picture, or photograph random objects in your house?

You can email your photographs to me at twilhelmy@brakenhale.co.uk and | will ensure that we share them with
our friends and family online. #teambrakenhale

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography

High Expectations and Challenge



Brakenhale School

20.03.20

Performing Arts

Sister Act

In light of the recent government announcement we have had to make the difficult decision to postpone our
musical Sister Act performances to a later date in the year. Once we have alternative dates in place we will send

out further information and open ticket sales.

We would like to thank all the students involved for their hard work and dedication so far, we look forward to

inviting you to watch the show at a future date.

Spaces open at break and lunch for rehearsals

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Break  Dance - Movement

Dance - Movement Dance - Movement
time d

Studio (all years) Studio (¥9-Y13
Music - M0 {all years)

Dance - Movement | Music - MD1 (all years)
Studio (all years) Studio Y9-Y13)
Music - MO {all years)

Lunch = Dance-Movement Dance-Movement  Dance- Novement  Dance - Sister Act Dance - Novement
time Studio (all years) Studio {Y9-Y13) Studio (all years) rehearsal for Boys Studio {Y9-Y13)
Drama - LO1 (Sister Act Drama - LO1 {all years) Drama - LO1 (Sister Act Dance Group
key cast only) key cast anly) Movement Studio
Music - M01 (all years) Drama - LOT (all years)

Music - 01 (all years)

After School Clubs and Rehearsals

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
sis. | STREET (9.  DramaClub DANCE CLUB | panee Revision
4:05 (NS) Tiegan 1Rraeme Scicka) o) Y e | Year 11- Kirs Duffy

Street Dance Class - Miss Lawry
open to all year groups | _Explore and perform
Draima - open Lo Year 7

piece - open to Year 7

Prama Revision
(Lo1)

Year 11 - Miss Lawry
3:05-  DARK MATTER Eras Fill . .
4:30 (MS) SISTER, ACT SiSTER, ACT
Mrs Duffy & Lauren  Dance Company (Main Hall) (Main Hall)
Year; 40 Boys Dance (MS) Full Cast Rehearsal  Full Cast Rehearsal

Company
Year 10 & 12 Dance

LNINHOINNT SLAV ONINNOIH3d

Mrs Duffy, Head of Performing Art

Brakenhale School
Rectory Lane, Bracknell

&

o

)

Passionate about

Apply now for
\ Sixth Form

Please contact
cduffy@brakenhale.co.uk

i

~
www brakenhal® o uk/curriculum/dance

Coronavirus Update

Latest information

Updates on Coronavirus: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-

coronavirus

Public Health England blog: https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-

you-need-to-know/

We have shared with students the following video of hand washing to explain the importance of washing hands

during the day and using the hand sanitizers around school:

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/
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EAL Department (English as an Additional Language)

Catering for a variety of learners, the EAL department offers support to students with varying levels of
proficiency in the English Language, aiding in accessibility and promoting achievement and independence.

The purpose of the EAL Department is to offer support to students of different cultural and linguistic backgrounds
as they work towards proficiency in English, while following the mainstream curriculum.

The main aim of the EAL department is to enable EAL students to access the national curriculum in all subjects by:
e Developing the students’ skills in English
e Helping students to become independent learners
e Assisting students in gaining knowledge and skills which will enrich their personal and professional lives
e Helping them to integrate into the new community
e Building their confidence in the mainstream classroom

All EAL students are supported in exams with bilingual dictionaries and those eligible are granted extra time for
use.

Support sessions are now open for all students that are offered Heritage Languages GCSE available with exam
boards. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the EAL Team at eal@brakenhale.co.uk

Greek translation

Turpa EAL (AyyAIkwy wg TpooBeTn yAwooa)

EutrnpeTwvTag éva eupl QAopa padntwy, 1o Tupa EAL apéxel utrooThpi§n o& padntég
Slagopwv emMITESWY eUXEpElag aTV AyyAIKI yAwood, BonBwvTag 0TV TTPOCEYYIoT THE Kal
TTpodyovTag TNV ETITEUEN KAl TNV QUTOVOUI HEAETH).

ZKOTTOC ToU TUAKOTOC EAL £ival n TTapox UTTOOTAPIENG T HABNTEC BIaQOPWY TTOMTIOTIKWY Kl
YAWOOOAYIKWY UTTORABpWY Kal TrTapaAAnAa n augnan Tne IKAvaTnTaS Kal TNC EUXEPEITG aTnv AyyAIKN
yAWOOd, aKOAOUBWVTAC TNV KUPIX BIOAKTEN UAR.

O Kuplo¢ oTOY0C TOU TURPaTog EAL eival va eITpEWEl e PaBnTéc TTou Bev €xouv T AYYAIKA wg UNTRIKN
ToU¢ yAwood, vd EXouv TTpOoRaan g8 OAd T HABAMATA TNS £BVIKAC DIDOKTEAC UANCG, HETW TWV EENC
TPOTIWV:

AvVaTITUggovTag TNV IKavoTnTa Touc aTnv AyyAIKN yAwoad

BonBwvTac Touc aTnv avetaptntn paenon

BonBwvTag Toug aTnv amokTnan YVWOEwWY Kal IKAVOTITWY TToU Ba ePTTAOUTIOE! TNV TIRPOCWTTIKI
Kal ETTAYYEALOATIKA TOUS {wN

BonBuwvTac Toug va evawpaTwBouv aTtn véd KolvoTnTd

XTidovTag Kal evVIOXUOVTAg TNV QUTOTTETTOIBNaN Toug oTnv TAEn

OAol ol yaenrtéc EAL utroaTtnpilovTal aTig eEETATEIC TOUC HE diyAwoad AEEIKA Kal 0g 6o0UC TTAnpouv
OPIOHEVEC TTPOUTTOBETEIC, XOPNYEITAl KOl ETTTROCBETOC ¥pOVoC.

YTAPYOUV AVOIXTA UTTOOTNPIKTIKA UABRAMATA SIABECIKA 08 OAOUC TOUC HaBNTEC, EQOTOV 01 ECETAOTIKEG
ETMTPOTIEC TTPOOQPEPOUV ECETATEIC TN KNTPIKI TOUC yAwooa.

Av £xeTe OTTOINDNATTOTE ATTOPIC, M DIOTATETE VA ETTIKOIVWVIOETE Pe TNV opada EAL oTo
eal@brakenhale.co.uk

Miss | Cmok, EAL Coordinator
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PE Update

Well this week has been a strange one, as we have postponed all of our fixtures, so there is not much to report
from PE, expect that all clubs are still running as planned.

There were a couple of fixtures that missed the deadline for Parent News last week, so here are the write ups.
Sport Relief Netball Staff v Sixth Formers

On Friday we saw the second Staff v Sixth From netball match of the academic year. So far in the last couple of
matches the staff have won, so this one was an opportunity for revenge for the students as they wanted to win this
game. For the majority of the Sixth Formers it will be the last time they play as they are Year 13 students!

The Sixth Formers were ready to go and waiting for the staff to turn up. The staff started the match with only 5
players. At the end of the first quarter it was 3-3. The staff had another two teammates turn up so it meant we
were even. There was some fantastic defence by Mr Maye (when he wasn't cheating) but the combination of Toby
and Tom was too much and they secured a two-goal lead. The staff had an encouraging team talk and we went
back out into the third quarter fighting. However the Sixth Form |
defence of Miriam and Laura kept us from scoring and it was 10-
12. Mr Duffy scored a couple of great goals which he was surprised
at, because at the beginning of the game he didn't know what to
do or what the rules were! In the final quarter there were some
lovely interceptions by Danielle and Asha which kept the Sixth
Formers ahead. The final score was 16-13 to the Sixth Formers. A
massive well done to Asha, Toby and Tom for organising the Sixth
Form team. A big thank you goes to the following for staying and
playing in the staff team: Mr Maye, Mr Duffy, Miss Bunkell, Miss
Marshall, Miss Lewis, and Miss Robson.

Sport Relief Cake Sale
A big thank you to all those who provided donations, and all those who purchased the cakes at break time.
Additionally a massive shout-out to Jodie and Hannah for their help with the cake sale.

From the cake sale and the netball match we managed to raise £136 for Sport Relief. So well done to everyone
involved.

Year 9 Football v Desborough

Year 9 finished what can only be described as a season of nearlies! Again the scoreline flattered the opposition and
without the rock like Will H-J in the heart of the defence, we struggled to contain the strong Desborough forward
line. Looking back these boys need to remember that it is not what your teammates do for you that counts in team
sport, but what you can do for your teammates. A team is only as strong as its weakest player, and it is up to the

We should pay tribute to the "find" of the season - our new goalkeeper Kye O - who was outstanding between the
sticks and made a string of fine saves. Alfie C, Pharrell S and Jamie M tried manfully to cope with the pacey
Desborough strikers, but with little cover from a midfield intent on only going forward, they were left cruelly
exposed at times. In the second half Finn D and Adam M provided a cutting edge to the attack, but sadly the ball
did not bounce our way.

Desbrough ran out winners 7-0, and in truth "Lady Luck" again eluded us, but as Gary Player (8 time major winner
in golf) once said, "the harder | work, the luckier | get!"

High Expectations and Challenge
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There will be no fixtures next week

Miss Willimott, Lead Coordinator of Girls PE and Head of Farley House

PE Champions of the Week

Here are the Champions from last week:

PE CHAMPIONS OF THE WEEK

Week of; 9th March 2020

3}

YOUTH SPORT TRUST

GIRLS ACTIVE #,,,
(o]
o506 déo

Girls Active is a National programme

Say

it alms to get move girls taking part in PE, sport and physical activity in and out of school
As 'Girls Active’ loaders, our job is to find out what you want and help to make physical activity better for you.

ur

P Staff Student Tutor
E Mr Potter Chloe Rose 1E
g Miss Willimott Rhian Murphy R
% Mr Maye Denny Nichols TH
Mr Boucher Oliver Hurst 10R
@ Miss Rushby Kane Cowley 1E
Mr Bissett William Hillier Jones 9A
#teambrakenhale  #brakenhalepe

Hegarty Maths

Here are the Hegarty heroes for this week.

Year 7
Position Name Hours

1 Georgia Wilkins 3.1
2 Shaurya Joshi 2.9
3 Nadine Apea 2.8
4 Bailey Edmond 2

5 Sarah Elkyeam 2

[ James Carr 1.8
7 Amelia Mendoza 1.7
8 Annie White 1.6
] Thomas Farr 1.6
10 Maisie Davidson 1.6

Agnescca Owusu
Stefano Bittd 4.3
Themas Minihane 3.9
Leah Pennell 3.7
Keirskaye Morla 3.6
Lauren Slade 3.5
Megan Woods 3.1
Jackson McManus 3
Millie Griffin 2.6

Mrs L Harbour, Maths Teacher

Katie-May Bailey

Daniel Hamed-Adekale 2.4
Adrian Nowinski 2.3
Aaron Reed 2.2

Rachel Sullivan

Rachel Little
Mia Cross 1.7
Paulo Barbosa 1.2

Jimmi Smith

Year9

Position Name Hours
Oliver Marsh 1 Valeria Romanescu 2.6
Poppy-May Cooper 3.5 2 Dillan Mullally 26
Leland Spohr 2.9 3 Victoria Thompson 25
Hayden Lewis 2.7 4 Azhmat Giga 25
Kieran McQuillan-Woodhouse 25 5 Courtney Fryer 2.2
Sofia Valenzuela Russo 2.4 6 Lashon Ranklin 21
Rose Trotter 7 Arwa Bilal 2
Callum Cobb 8 Salina Limbu 2
Raul Dan 9 Alexander Morris 1.8
Charlotte Newell 10 Tegan Woodley 1.8

High Expectations and Challenge
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Curriculum Support Updates

Tools for Learning Tools for Learning made up pack
Student Tools for Learning are now sold by Mrs McCrorie from | Large see-through Pencil Case £0.80
the new Head of Year office in our new building on the first floor. | Three Black or Blue Pens (15p each) £0.45
HB Pencil £0.10
Tools for Learning will be available to purchase before school Rubber £0.10
from 8.20am to 8.35am and then during tutor time until 8.55am. [pg i Sharpener £0.15
They will also be available during break time, 11am to 11.25am. [ 30cm Ruler £0.15
Emergency pencil cases to borrow for the day will also be [ protractor £0.20
available from the Head of Year office during morning tutor time. | Highlighter Pen £0.15
You will still be able to purchase tools for learning online via | Colouring Pencils £0.80
parentpay and collect them from main reception. Glue Stick £0.35
) ) ) Full pencil case £3.25
Students should also remember to bring their PE kit and any other g2 tific calculator £8.35
items needed for the day, including timetables. KS3 Art Book £1.00

PE Kit and other items

Students should remember to bring their PE kit and any other items needed for the day, including timetables and
subject specific items. Getting into the habit of preparing uniform and school bag the night before is a really good
idea to keep students organised.

Lost Property

Please can we kindly remind all parents and students to name all items,
including uniform, PE kits, water bottles, pencil cases, other tools for
learning - EVERYTHING.

We have a member of staff dedicated to reuniting lost property with
owners and she endeavours to return items daily. However, she is unable
to return items to students without a name and items will be disposed of
at regular intervals. Email: lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk

All items of unnamed lost property will be given to charity at the end of term unless they have been collected.
Black Brakenhale Coats

If you have a child that has outgrown any plain black coats suitable for school, please would you kindly consider
donating them to us to put in as spare uniform stock. We would really appreciate any spare coats or other items of
uniform so please think of us as your children outgrow their uniform.

Chewing Gum

We would like to remind you that chewing gum is not permitted on the school site,
sanctions will be issued if this is not adhered to.

Recycling

We are continuing our pen recycling initiative and there is collection point in the Head of
Year office. Thank you to all the students that used this collection point last term.

Stamp Collection Ch%\ll\;gﬁe%um

Mrs McCrorie still continues to collect used stamps for guide dogs. If you could kindly save
all used stamps we have a box provided in the Head of Year office where students can place them. Many thanks.

Mobile Phone Policy

Could we please ask parents to remind students that mobile phones must not be used on the school site at all, this
goes for before and after the school bell.

Anyone seen using mobile devices contrary to school guidance will be logged.
School Uniform — Scarves

Following the introduction of Brakenhale scarves in house colours last year, we would like to advise that no other
scarves will be permitted in school. School scarves can be purchased online at a cost of £11.00.

Cycle & Scooter Safety

High Expectations and Challenge
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It is really important that we all stay safe to and from school and would like to remind students that they MUST
wear a cycle helmet to school. If they are seen without wearing one this does carry a sanction. Student safety is
really important to us. Please note that electric scooters are not allowed in school.

Could we also please remind students to only leave their cycles IN the main bike shed and not locked up outside.
Any cycles found outside the bike shed will have additional locks put on them for safety and the student’s right to
cycle to school will be in jeopardy.

Parent Pay

The support team would also appreciate the help of parents to keep their parent pay accounts in credit for the
purchase of food from the canteen.

Reward Tickets

Here at Brakenhale we have an army of support staff and Midday Supervisors who
patrol our school playgrounds, football courts and canteen to ensure appropriate
behaviour is promoted and for the safety of every student.

Our Midday Supervisors are keen to maintain consistent standards of student behaviour

. ) : ) o ) [\
at lunch times they are now rewarding good behaviour with a positive lunchtime green & S

von q ‘ LLL{]QUQM»

recognition ticket and house points. We feel this works effectively to engage with the
& 5

students and that it’s important they benefit from positive points and the reward
system during lunch breaks.

Many have already been issued out so well done to so many for being polite and for being seen doing the right
thing.
Mrs McCrorie, Midday Supervisor, Curriculum Support Assistant, Lost Property Link

Attendance Update

Attendance Matters...

Attendance Matters...

| Week Ending 13th March 2020 |

| Period 04/09/19 - 13/03/20

Year Group

%

Year 7

96.5 %

Year 8

943 %

93.8 %

Year 10

94.2 %

Year 11

|
|
Year 9 [
|
|

923 %

Brakenhale Attendance
Year to Date

94.3 %

-

=0 96.5

9.0

Year7 Year 8 Year 9

Brakenhale Attendance Year to Date

94.3 )
03.8 94.2
530 923
20
s10
w00

Year 10

Year 11
J

Week Ending 13th March 2020

Period 02/03/20 to 13/03/20

Year Group %
Year 7 95.5 %
Year 8 94.7 %
Year 9 94.1 %
Year 10 94.5 %
Year 11 87.8 %

Brakenhale's Overall
Attendance for Period:
09/03/20 - 13/03/20

Brakenhale's Overall
Attendance Year to Date
04/09/19 - 13/03/20

93.6 %

94.3 %

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer
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Events and Notices
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BRAKENHALE has teamed up
with Reading FC to bring you the

Mentgl Health
football and matchdays

Become a ‘Chillout’ Session Member

£1.00 ger week! First Session FREE!
Esteen is an nformal meeting place for anyone tnterested in

promoting mental health in and around school. Buy your ticket and enjoy a day at
Madejski Stadium.

Al are welconee! Bring your lunch!

EVERY THURSDAY @ 1.20PM
-
BRENTFORD
IN THE SEN AREA MR,
it T
% SWANSEA CITY
Place2Be’s
CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH TOBUY
w B Visit ticketing readingfc co uk and enter the coupon

code at checkout to redeem the offer and secure
yourticket
Contact our Ticket Office 00118 968 1313

3 - 9 FEBRUARY 2020

Please ensure you buy before the isted deadine

Brakenhale School

Please note that the following
are not accepted:

« Duvets and Blankets

« Plllows and eushions
 Carpets, rugs and mats (including

The following ‘good quality’ items are
accepted for RE-USE:

» Men's, Ladies” and Childrer's clathing

~ Paired shoes (tied together/elastic band around)

» Handbags, Hats, Bags and Belts bath, shower and tollet mars)
~ Searves and Ties + Solled painted, ripped or wet

+ Jewellery clothing

- Lingerie and Socks + School uniforms with and without

« Soft toys loge

« Househeld linen. Curtains and Towels s el b ianlpiothrear

+ Texile off cuts, yarns or threaded

~ Bedding (bed she: illow cases and
e | B material

duvet cavers)

BRAKENHALE
SITEISA
NO SMOKING
ZONE

Thank you for supporting the school!

Bracknell Forest’s Family Services

Directory & SEND Local Offer

What do we do?
* Discuss recent
issues— locally
and globally
* Task Master

] - = V\
IclEemitditav;

“Providing free, impartial information & advice about Special Educational
Needs & Disabilities (SEND) and all other family matters...”

Everyone is
welcome ©

* Quizzes * SEND information all in one place - How to access services & suppert including
A space to - Speed Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) .—ﬂ
friending. » Education, childcare & early years funding .
Film nights * Lei it
: J
.

Family Information Service fis@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
01344 353133

Leisure & holiday activities
Aduice & support services
Brokerage service for those struggling to find childeare \

\VJP \V'fru MNEE \_}{‘1 aVve] W F Wﬂﬁ@] @w ﬂ URE h 9‘ il F 1@- www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/localdirectory

If it is wet break, we will meet in SO1 (Miss Bunkell’s room) Where can | get help Where is my nearest
with an EHCP? baby clinic?

How do | apply for

I'm struggling with my
child’s behaviour - where
can | get help?

free 30 hour childcare
funding?

With Mrs. Lewis and Miss Bunkell

High Expectations and Challenge
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Fundraising
Please click here to see our fundraising video on YouTube: Brakenhale Unlocking Potential
m Fundraising Video

?l'mgiﬁjﬁ‘é Please click here to see our BBC News film: Brakenhale School on BBC News

g

New fundraising page: Virginmoneygiving

Brakenhale’s all-things fundraising/new build webpage: https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/new-build/

Brakenhale School Lottery

Congratulations to the prize draw winners.
WPTA

BRAKENHALE SCHOOL

Parent Teacher Association|

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our
school lottery. We are continually looking to increase
new members each month, so if you have not signed
up yet now is your chance to do this.

‘e*SChool
Y iottery

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which
increases the more members we have). Plus you have
a weekly chance to win up to £25,000.

J The School Lottery is a fun and
effective way to raise money to
improve our school. But we need
your help to make the lottery the

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this best it can be, so please support

summer. the lottery today - and who

rschoollottery.co.uk

knows maybe you'll be the next

School

Click on the link today and join up:
Support the Brakenhale Lottery

winner!

You have to be in it to win it.

Easy Fundraising

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your )
selected cause every time you shop. You can make a big difference on Don’t forget to shop through

everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a www.easyfundraising.org.uk to
penny! effortlessly help raise money for the

school!

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase o easyfundra|5|ng
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 1 » feg( 9ood SkOPPw\g

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for

the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause.

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on
mobile phones or tablets.

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App,
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More
information can be found here.

High Expectations and Challenge
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Events and Notices

BRAKENHALE SCHOOL
High Expectations and Challenge

Weekend Astro Pitch Deal

—~———

Brakenhale School
would like to offer local sports clubs
reduced weekend rates on our
sand filled astro pitch.

We offer Half and Full pitch rentals
Please Contact:
apeacock@brakenhale.co.uk
to find out more!

jRational 7 questions to help you start a conversation

Safety with your child about online safety

Which apps/garnes are you
using at the moment?

W

Which websites do
and

D0 You know where 1o go for heip?
= A p——
g ke A

Do you know what your
personal information is?
»

T
g b
i

R R N P

ra—

Blaze Martial Arts

Free trial lesson:
Come down and try it.
No obligation.

Get a free uniform when
you join.

Come along, make friends, learn a new skill and have some fun!
- Established 16 years - Improve fitness, stamina,
coordination and flexibility
- Classes in Ascot, Windsor,
Bracknell & Wokingham - Helps confidence, respect
and self discipline in children
- Dedicated classes for all ages

- Learn to defend yourself
- Highly qualified instructors

www.blazemartialarts.com

Telephone us: 01344 874031

There are local children in
need of loving homes

Did you know you can foster alongside parenting your own
children? We'll help you to consider all options, especially around
age differences.

In addition, Bracknell Forest Fostering offer up to £425 per week
(per child), specialist training and a huge amount of support.

Check if you are eligible to foster on
our website:
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/fostering

If you are experiencing a mental health crisl

and need support, you can

text YM

to 85258

-~

MINDS crisis Messenger

YM aim to connect every texter to a trained volunteer in less
than 5 minutes to provide support in a crisis. They will listen to
you and help you think through how you're feeling, and will
aim to help you take the next steps towards feeling better.

4/7 crisis support across the UK

< LT
wll [l

Visit our website for a chance to win a massive
£5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school
enough to buy hundreds of new books for the ibrary!
You'll also be in with a chance of taking home
£100 of National Book Tokens just for you.

Spread the word: share with teachers, school
.@ staff and parents ~ the more entries for your school, ‘
Y the higher the chance they'll win! J

tokens
Inspiring a lifelong love of reading

Enter at nationalbooktokens.com/schools

High Expectations and Challenge
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Maths & Economics Teacher Please visit our website for more details:
Second in Science https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/

Science Graduate
BRAKENHALE IT Technician

VACANCIES SEN Administrator

. Invigilators

Teaching Assistant

Feedback Initiative

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at any time, and we look forward to hearing from
you regularly.

Electronic submission:

'Member of

& . A |-
Please click to let us have your
nominations for members of staff who
have exceeded your expectations

Fab Drab Staff Member of the Week

Term Dates 2019-20

SPRING TERM 2020
Term dates for students:
Thursday 9% January to Friday 3" April
Spring Half Term — Monday 17" to Friday 21° February
Last day of Spring Term for students — Friday 3™ April
Easter Holiday: Monday 6™ April to Friday 17" April
(Good Friday 10" April, Easter Monday 13" April)

SUMMER TERM 2020
Term dates for students:
Monday 20™" April to Friday 17 July
Summer Half Term — Monday 25 to Friday 29" May)
(Bank Holiday — Friday 8" May and Monday 25t May)
Last day of Summer Term for students — Friday 17t July
(Inset Days: Monday 20" and Tuesday 21° July)

High Expectations and Challenge
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
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Term Dates 2020-21

AUTUMN TERM 2020
Tuesday 1% and Wednesday 2™ September 2020 Inset Days
Thursday 3™ September — Friday 18" December 2020
Autumn Half Term - Monday 26" October to Friday 30" October 2020
Christmas Holiday: Monday 21t December 2020 to Friday 1% January 2021

(Friday 1° January Bank Holiday)

SPRING TERM 2021
Monday 4% January — Thursday 1° April 2021
Spring Half Term - Monday 15 February to Friday 19" February 2021
Spring Holiday: Friday 2" April to Friday 16" April 2021
(Good Friday 2" April, Easter Monday 5" April)

SUMMER TERM 2021
Monday 19t April — Friday 16™ July 2021
Summer Half Term - Monday 31° May to Friday 4" June 2021
Monday 19", Tuesday 20" and Wednesday 21 July 2021 Inset Days
Summer Holiday: Thursday 22" July 2021

INSET Days Tuesday 1% and Wednesday 2™ September 2020
Monday 19", Tuesday 20" and Wednesday 21 July 2021

Please check the school website regularly for current information.

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates

brakenhale.co.uk
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