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Dear Parents/Carers 

This has been an incredibly successful week.   Monday was poignantly marked with our two minute silence as 
part of remembrance with students who belong to groups including police cadets, CCF, RAF cadets and St Johns 
Ambulance all proudly wearing their uniform with pride. Mr Beukes has led assemblies all week commemorating 
those who fought and lost their lives to provide us with our freedom. We continued with this theme on Tuesday 
with our very first Passing out Parade for our CCF core.  I, along with many parents proudly watched as the 
students were addressed by Major Andrew Wright who was a former student of Brakenhale School, it was a very 
emotional afternoon and the students did brilliantly.  Myself along with Karen Roche Chair of Governors and 
Major Wright officially presented the students with their green berets. This weekend the CCF student core along 
with the incredibly committed staff Mr Briggs, Mr Beukes, Mr Kingston, Miss Burrows, Miss Manning and Mr 
Bury will be camping out and putting their learnt survival skills to the test.  They are definitely braver than I!  

Tuesday also saw our Year 11 parents gather for the second of our  Information Evenings to prepare them and 
students for the upcoming examinations. The hall was packed and this year for the first time we have been able 
to procure revision guides for every subject for every student and these were passed out at the end of the 
session.  Everybody left motivated and prepared for the next stage of their studies. 

On Monday and Tuesday our A Level Geography students were accompanied by Mr Cooper on a field trip to 
Bracknell Town Centre as the Post 16 students continue to focus heavily on their studies and at the same time 
show great commitment with their community work.  A big shout out to our Sixth Formers who superbly 
officiated the Year 8 Boys English Schools FA Cup, we received some great feedback - well done! 

Thursday we held our first ever fundraising clothes sale which was a huge success!  Karen Roche, Chair of 
Governors and her husband, along with many other volunteers sold a range of designer clothes that had been 
donated by friends and family.  The total raised we believe may top £1,000 a fantastic achievement!!  Thank you 
to all who helped and supported. 

Lower school students continue to impress and a big well done to the following students who took part in the 
poetry competition ‘Through these eyes’ and have been declared the winners: 

1.   Eleonora Kryekurti-Chinigo = 7A Swinley 

2.   Malachi Smith = 8B Farley 

3.   Kayla Elliott = 8E Jennetts 

4.   Luke Thompson = 10R Farley 

Student of the week: 

Ella Maynard Year 9 - who recently took part in a UK Dance Challenge.  Along with her partner she won 4th  place 
in the under 14 intermediate category.  Well done Ella!! 

Hope Lane Year 9 - for winning Gold in sparring in the UK open championship - an amazing accolade! 

Fab Feedback 

 Oakwood - Year 7 - We did really enjoy having Brakenhale with us and after speaking to the instructors 
they just felt that the children were engaged and even those who had been reluctant pushed themselves 
to take part. Every single child had a go at everything and we can’t ask for anymore than that! 

 The teachers are really kind and the amount of house points being awarded is great! 

 The assessment manifesto for Year 11s is going to be so helpful! 

 What an awesome afternoon!  My students absolutely loved it and couldn’t stop talking about it 
afterwards.  Tell your students they’ve done a fab job - (Wildridings Sports Teacher). 

 Just wanted to pop a note to all of you to say thank you for all the extra time, effort and support you give 

to the children, it is much appreciated.  Please extend this to all your support team 😊 

 

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
15th November 2019 



Brakenhale School  15.11.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

Drab: 

There doesn't seem to be much available at lunchtime once the Year 7s have been. The last 3 days there have 
been no paninis available only cookies.  It doesn't seem right. Please could you look into this for me. Thank you. 

I will pass this comment on to the kitchen.  I can confirm, however, that there is always a range of meals available 
throughout the lunch service. 

Is it just me or are other parents getting fed up with the lack of notice?  My daughter has been told that it was 
mentioned by one of her teachers that we have a parents’ evening coming up in a few weeks but nothing has 
been said to the parents.  Some people might need to arrange to have a few hours off work to attend.  It is the 
same with school trips.  I get an email saying that there is a school trip in 2 weeks and can I pay £38 for my child 
to go.  £38 might not seem like a lot of money but this close to Christmas is ridiculous.  Surely you've known 
about the trip for longer than 2 weeks?  Every school trip has been the same.  Please give us parents more notice. 

All parents’ evenings are published on the website.  With regard to trips I totally understand your frustration and 
I will discuss this with the member of staff in charge.  On occasion we get last minute opportunities but I can 
understand that this can cause problems. 

Behaviour points being added over the weekend. I praised my son for going a week without any and then they 
are added at gone 6pm on a Saturday evening. This is not the first time either. 

Apologies, I will remind staff again not to do this. 

The house scarves are really poor money for value - a bit of fleece like that with already ragged edges one can 
buy for £1 - can we please get better quality if we have to buy branded things for lots of £££. 

I am very sorry to hear this, I have checked a number of them and the quality is good.  Please can you bring in 
your scarf so that I can exchange it for you. 

NB Hegarty maths - Most parents are in support of Hegarty maths, however, I understand that some people are 
having issues.  If you are still having issues please contact the Head of Maths, directly cthomas@brakenhale.co.uk 

Staff member of the week: 

Mrs Lewis She is very nice to my class in English and she even gave us a book as an early Christmas  
  present and the book is really cool! 

Mrs Coley For the support and encouragement Mrs Coley offered to a student during the CCF passing out 
  parade. Great job! 

Quote of the week: 

Isn’t it nice to think that tomorrow is a new day with no mistakes in it yet? 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Jane Coley, Headteacher  

 
 

What’s on next week 

w/c Monday 18th November  Year 10 & 11 PPE Exams 

Thursday 21st November  Year 13 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Friday 22nd November  Year 11 Sixth Form Taster Day 
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Fundraising 

Please click here to see our fundraising video on YouTube: Brakenhale Unlocking Potential 
Fundraising Video 

Please click here to see our BBC News film: Brakenhale School on BBC News 

New fundraising page: Virginmoneygiving 

Brakenhale’s all-things fundraising/new build webpage: https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/new-build/ 

 

 

Parents’ Evenings 2019-20 

Thursday 21st November  Year 13 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Thursday 28th November  Year 10 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Thursday 5th December   Year 12 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Thursday 23rd January   Year 9 Parents’ Evening (X), 4-7pm 

Tuesday 28th January   Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Y), 4-7pm 

Thursday 27th February   Year 8 Parents’ Evening, 3-7pm (tbc) 

Thursday 26th March   Year 11 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Thursday 23rd April   Year 7 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

 

https://brakenhaleschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=VzkNwBzQ98E&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2ER0z2IStcOafbn7lCxVhkuKuaTzo6L4rYc_0LI-7fJImiCwYdTh40ibo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=VzkNwBzQ98E&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2ER0z2IStcOafbn7lCxVhkuKuaTzo6L4rYc_0LI-7fJImiCwYdTh40ibo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJMPYn6MKSM&feature=youtu.be
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/BrakenhaleSchool
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/new-build/
https://brakenhaleschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
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Sexual Health Awareness & Guidance Drop-ins 

Bracknell Forest Youth Service are in school weekly to provide drop-in sessions (no appointment 
needed) offering confidential help and advice about sexual health. 

They are currently held in S02 on Monday lunchtimes.   

 

 

Considerate Parking Reminder 

Could we please remind parents to park considerately when dropping their children off at school or 
collecting them at the end of the day.  

 

 

Safeguarding and the School Site 

We would like to remind you that Parents/Carers must only enter the school building via Main Reception which is 
open from 8am-5pm.   

We have had a number of incidences where Parents/Carers have come onto site via the Coningsby gate and walked 
directly into the school buildings.  This is a safeguarding issue and in order to protect our staff and students we 
would respectfully ask that you only use the main entrance. 

 

 

Cake Sale for Farley House 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Farley House Cake Sale on Thursday. We made a whopping £70.58. This 
is going towards a house flag ready for inter house competitions!  

A massive shout out and thanks needs to go to everyone who donated cakes as well as help sell them on the day: 
Mya, Sonya, Georgia, Kellie, Alice, Izzy and Hristina, together with Ms Marshall and Mrs McCrorie. 

 

 

 

 

Miss Willimott, Head of Farley House 

 

 

New Building and Move Update  

Lockers 

Could we please ask parents and students to ensure that all school lockers are completely 
emptied of all personal belongings by Tuesday 10th December 2019.  New lockers in the new 
building will be allocated during the first few weeks of the Spring Term.  Any items left in 
lockers after the 10th December will be disposed of. 
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Camera Club Update 

Camera Club went with a bang (and some whistles and lights) this week as we had lots of lovely photographs of 
fireworks!  Amber W (Year 7), Bethia P and Oliver M (Year 8) captured some lovely images from the firework displays 
they attended this last weekend.  Fireworks can be really tricky to photograph so they did an excellent job as I am 
sure you will agree.   

Rachel S in Year 11 created her own 'firework' displays by doing some light painting; this is where you use coloured 
lights in the dark and create patterns and pictures.  Rachel is exploring colour as part of her Year 11 GCSE 
Photography project so not only did she fulfil the Camera Club brief but she also has some great images for her 
coursework. 

 

Taylor P in Year 8 submitted this gorgeous autumnal scene, which although did not fit our 
brief this week, it is too beautiful to leave out.  

The challenge for this week is to photograph food - this was an overwhelming choice from 
everyone in Camera Club so I am expecting lots of mouth-watering photographs next week. 
As always Camera Club is on a Monday lunchtime in B17 and all years are welcome. 

Miss T Wilhelmy, Teacher in Charge of Art & Photography 

 

 

Performing Arts 
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Poetry Competition Winners 

Through These Eyes: Challenge – to write a poem from someone or something’s perspective… 
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PE Update 

This week has been another busy week for the PE department.  

Berkshire Inspire Academy 

Last Friday 6 Year 10s went off to Theale Green in Reading for the Berkshire Inspire Academy. The Berkshire Inspire 
Academy Programme is all about learning new skills as a leader and putting these into practice. During the day they 
took advice from Olympian Toby Garre, who gave an inspiring speech at the start of the day. The 6 students will 
now use what they have learnt on this day and develop a sports club within school. There will be more details to 
follow. They are also going to be 
involved with the Berkshire School 
Games towards the end of the year. 
All 6 students worked incredibly hard 
during the day and were a real asset 
to Brakenhale. I look forward to 
working with them over the next 
year.  

6th Form County Cup Football 1st Round 

The boys from the 6th Form all 18 man Squad did the school proud against a very useful Wililink School. The boys 
arrived and set themselves up whilst Mr Maye was teaching and upon his arrival the boys set about organising 
themselves into the starting line up and other responsibilities. 

The game got underway and an early chance for Brakenhale caught Willilink cold and we could have been 1-0 early 
on. After that scare the away team got the ball down and began to have a bit of possession but the boys in maroon 
were working hard to frustrate them. With that Willilink made a couple of mistakes and we soon found ourselves 
2-0 up with an own goal and a Lester header. This sparked Willilink into action and for the rest of the half wave 
after wave of attacks came and went and these were very well controlled by Michael Adams in goal. We held firm 
until the very last minute when another attack found us out and the visitors got back to 2-1. 

Second half started with light fading and Willilink tails up started where they left off, lots of possession but matched 
by Brakenhale grit and determination to keep them out and maintain the lead! A few scares with the ball in our box 
a lot and set piece after set piece meant it was nervous times until 2 minutes from the light going completely and 
Mr Mayes whistle blowing a jinking run from Lester and a smart left foot finish for his second goal sent the very 
large crowd that had come down into lots of cheers! And straight from kick off the whistle went for a hard fought 
well deserved win for us!! 

Well done to all involved and to those who also did not get any game time.  Next up another Home game to a very 
Strong John Mdjaski Academy in Reading. 

Netball 

On Tuesday we saw the first netball game of this half term and it was the Year 7s. We travelled to Garth with a 
squad of 9 students which is brilliant to have a squad. As soon as we got there the students were really professional 
and started to warm up as a team, and this teamwork consisted throughout the game. There was lots of cheering 
on from the side of the game. Our passing and tactics developed throughout the game. There were some also lovely 
interceptions, but we just could not stop Edgbarrow from getting the ball in their circle. Well done to Codie for 
achieving player of the match from the Edgbarrow students and Abigail from the Edgbarrow teacher. Well Done to 
everyone that played and I look forward to seeing you all at 
training, ready to prepare for the next game.  

 

Cross Country and 6th Form v Staff netball match have not 
taken place at the time of writing so look out for next week's 
Parent News for the results.  
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Getting more out of PE at Brakenhale this winter... 

With the cold weather coming in, here is how to get the best out of PE at Brakenhale this winter. 

Mr Potter's top tips for PE... 

 Wear PE tracksuit bottoms/leggings rather than PE shorts/skorts 

 Wear your PE jumper on top of your PE shirt as an extra layer 

 Put a plain t shirt (black or white) or vest under your PE shirt for another extra layer  

 If you have a skin/thermal style top, these can be worn if black or white only 

 Bring a pair of gloves to keep your hands warm  

 Ensure your socks are correct (PE socks - long knee socks or white sports socks) and don't wear your black 
school socks for PE as your feet will get cold as they are thin  

 Keep active as soon as you are changed and get to your lesson - start warm ups and dynamic stretches to 
keep moving and keep warm - plus it will impress your teacher 

*Due to health and safety, we do not allow full outdoor coats, PE/Brakenhale hoodies, scarves, snoods or beanies 
to be worn in PE* 

Being in the outdoors all year round is a brilliant thing, but we do understand that the weather can be tough on 
students, that is why it is key to get students adequately prepared for the lesson. 

If for whatever reason a lesson cannot go ahead due to inclement weather, there is a pre planned indoor space for 
students to be taught in,  by their PE teacher. This will be the sports hall or trampoline centre. 

Many thanks and I look forward to seeing your children continue to be active throughout the winter months. 

Fixtures for next week 

Date Year Sport Versus Location Start/Finish Staff 

21.11.19 7 Rugby Tournament Reading Blue Coats 9am – 3.30pm JBO 

 

Extra-Curricular Timetable  

Please see below the extra-curricular timetable for half term 2. Please make sure students look at what we have to 
offer. All they need to do is just turn up after school and get changed. Looking forward to seeing as many as possible. 
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ME in PE Assessment criteria: Autumn Term 

         

Mr M Potter, Head of PE 
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Attendance 

We believe that high attendance is essential in order for students to make good academic progress and to feel that 
they are active members of the school community, involved not only in lessons but also in the extra-curricular 
activities that are so important to their wellbeing.  Students can keep track of their attendance in their planner. 

         

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any issues that may be preventing regular attendance or causing 
lateness, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Mrs Silvey, Attendance Officer       
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Christmas Jumper Day for Charity 

 

We will be holding a Christmas Jumper day on the last day of 
term Friday 13th December.  The charity we are raising money for 
is Daisy’s Dream. 

Students will be able to take part for a £1 donation but larger 
donations are always welcome. 

Many thanks to Alex Elsey in Year 12 for designing our poster. 

Thanks for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at any time, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.   

Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

 

Fab         Drab     Staff Member of the Week 

 

 

Lost Property 

Have you lost something?  Don’t forget… 

 

Email us on the address below and we will endeavour to locate the item 
and return it to you as soon as possible.  We have a member of staff who 
has a specific role in overseeing lost property and she will do her best to 
help. 

Email :  lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk 
Please make sure your items are named so that we can return them promptly. 

 
 
  

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
mailto:lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
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Brakenhale School Lottery 

 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners. 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our 
school lottery.  We are continually looking to increase 
new members each month, so if you have not signed 
up yet now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have 
a weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer. 

Click on the link today and join up:  
Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

 

 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 

 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Events and Notices 
      

 
  

   

 
 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
Thursday 28th November  Year 10 Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm 

Thursday 5th December  Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

w/c Monday 9th December  House Assemblies 

Friday 13th December  Last day of Autumn Term 

 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Geography Teacher 
Performing Arts Teacher 
Maths Teacher 
Head of Geography 
Music Teacher 
Crown Wood: Caretaker 

Please visit our website for more details: 
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 
 

Term Dates 

 

Term Dates 2019-20 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

Wednesday 4th September to Friday 13th December 
Autumn Half Term – Monday 28th  October to Friday 1st November 

Last day of Autumn Term for students – Friday 13th December 
(Inset Day: Monday 16th December) 

Christmas Holiday: Tuesday 17th December to Wednesday 8th January 2020 * 
*Extra school closure days in December and January for the transition into the new building 

 

SPRING TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Thursday 9th January to Friday 3rd April 
Spring Half Term – Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 
Last day of Spring Term for students – Friday 3rd April 
Easter Holiday: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 

(Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Monday 20th April to Friday 17th July 
Summer Half Term – Monday 25th to Friday 29th May) 
(Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May and Monday 25th May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 17th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July) 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

