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Dear Parents/Carers 

It has been an extremely busy week this week! 

Monday was particularly exciting for us with Ms Ioannidis and Callum Harding in Year 10 being interviewed for 
BBC Radio Berkshire regarding the online donation page that had been set up by some of our students and the 
amazing video that they produced.  In addition, the BBC visited the school and filmed both the new and old 
school which was then shown on a number of occasions on the main and local news.  This was so exciting for us 
as it was all in aid of raising money to replace our furniture when we move to the new building.  As you are 
aware our building is amazing but to replace the furniture would have been in the region of £100K.  The 
furniture that we have currently is very old and most of it is broken, indeed some of it is from the 1970s!  It 
would be incredibly disheartening to move into the new building with old furniture. 

As a result of this amazing coverage we have been inundated with offers of support and donations ranging 
from some beautiful plants to please in our reception area to desks, chairs and PCs to replace our existing 
classroom furniture.  A HUGE thank you to all those who have helped to support and donate and the 
information about these companies/individuals will be published with their permission. 

This week we also held our Year 13 University Application Evening in the Sixth Form.  Sixth Form students and 
their parents were given some guidance on the process for applying to their chosen university.  If you were 
unable to attend this meeting the presentation will be forwarded on to all parents.   

We also welcomed our new Year 12 students and their parents.  They were invited to an evening to introduce 
them and to explain the expectations and requirements of being a part of our sixth form.  This included advice 
on support and contact details of the team.  If any Year 12 parents were unable to attend, this presentation will 
also be forwarded to you. 

On Thursday we closed early to prepare for our annual Open Evening.  The Year 6 students and in some cases 
Year 5 students had the opportunity to visit the school and the various departments.  They were able to take 
part in various activities and even saw some experiments.  This evening is an opportunity for us to showcase 
our school which we are amazingly proud of.  There was even a chance to view the new school in 3D using 
some amazing technology.  Thank you to Mr George, Mr Murray and Ethan Nunn for putting this together for 
us.  We had another amazing turn out and the staff and students that volunteered their time for this were 
fantastic - thank you to all of you for your support, then energy and passion you feel for the school really shone 
through. 

Next week will see us holding the following activities: 

 Sports Captain election - Monday 23rd September 

 Shakespeare in Schools Festival Workshop - Tuesday 24th September 

 European day of languages - Thursday 26th September 

 Year 10 Information Evening - Thursday 26th September 

Student of the week: 

Kieran McQuillan-Woodhouse, Year 8 – whilst out of school Kieran showed an act of kindness to Mrs Clark - 
when he saw she was standing up he offered his seat to her. Mrs Clark is currently 9 months pregnant and had 
a toddler with her!  What an amazing young man and a true ambassador for Brakenhale School.  Well done 
Kieran! 

Toby Gennery, Asha Munissi and Danielle Rabulan our Head Boy and Girls, Year 13 - for being absolutely 
amazing at the Open Evening when they stood up and did a speech.  They had had no previous experience of 
speaking in public and were able to do this without a podium and showing immense confidence.  They received 
a standing ovation at both sessions.  Amazing! 

Fab 

 The cafe. 
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 I would just like to say how fantastic the staff have been, especially this week with our son but 

especially to Miss Appleton, who we feel has gone way above and beyond. From the moment we met 

with Miss Appleton we knew she was going to be amazing by putting our worries at bay. We were very 

nervous sending him to Brakenhale but Wow! What a fantastic place to be so thank you. 

Fab from Open Evening 

 Particularly impressed with the Head Students having the confidence to speak so clearly and 

passionately. All the teachers we spoke to were also very enthusiastic and encouraging. 

 Great speech from the Headteacher, fantastic presentations in classes 

 Passionate staff, kind and helpful students. 

 The fact we were allowed to tour at our own pace. The students at the talk were very loud and clear. 

Food in canteen. 

 Interesting activities, powerful speech. 

 Activities for kids. 

 Everybody was very friendly, lots of information available. 

 Whole experience was amazing! 

 So fabulous! 

 Very clear messaging and amazing staff and children 

 Children polite and helpful. Teachers knowledgeable. 

 Student interaction was great. All staff were very engaged. 

Drab 

● Children being asked to run for 12 minutes in PE and being threatened with detention if they walked. 

I am sorry you feel this way.  Please contact me directly in order to discuss this further. 

Staff member of the week 

Ms Douse She is always kind, helpful and sweet because when my friend wanted just a Yorkshire pudding 
  she gave hers instead of having to wait for leftovers. 

Quote of the week:  

‘Life is too short to wake up in the morning with regrets.  So, love the people who treat you right, forgive the 
ones who don’t and believe that everything happens for a reason.   

If you get the chance, take it.  If it changes your life, let it. 

Nobody said it would be easy, they just promised it would be worth it.’ - Dr Seuss 

Finally, please see the amazing photo further down in parent news of the outside of our new school.  This was 
taken by Danielle Lane from Point Royal and gives a great view of the new build! 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher  

 
 
Apologies but we had some issues with our electronic forms last week.  If you made any nominations or 
observations we would be most grateful if you could send them again.  Many thanks. 

 

Fab   Drab    Staff Member of the Week 

 
  

https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
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What’s on next week 

 

Monday 23rd September : Sports Captain Election week 

 : School Tours start 

Tuesday 24th September : Shakespeare in School Festival Workshop 

Wednesday 25th September : European Day of Languages 

Thursday 26th September : Year 10 Information Evening 

Friday 27th September : Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

Could parents please remind their children that they must let them know if they are going to be attending a club 
or activity after school.  If students have forgotten to tell their parents they can phone them from the Head of 
Year office or main reception. 

 

  

Birdseye View of the New Build 

Thank you to Miss Lane, parent of one of our Year 11 students, for this fantastic photograph of our new building. 

 

 

 

Fundraising – BBC Radio Berkshire and BBC News 

Please click here to see our fundraising video on YouTube: Brakenhale Unlocking Potential Fundraising Video 

Here is our justgiving fundraising link: Justgiving 

 

 

Mobile Phones 

Please can we remind parents that students should not be using their mobiles phones on the school site.  This 
includes the times at the start and end of the school day, and must be observed by all years, including Sixth Form. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=VzkNwBzQ98E&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2ER0z2IStcOafbn7lCxVhkuKuaTzo6L4rYc_0LI-7fJImiCwYdTh40ibo
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/brakenhalevideo
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Identity Club 

 

Identity is a club for any student who may want to 
explore, question or discuss their identity.  

We used to meet on a Tuesday but this year we 
will be meeting on a Friday lunchtime in CR3. 

We have a range of ages who attend and see this 
as a safe space. We hold a membership with 
Stonewall this year. I want to use this to really 
develop what we already offer for our students. 

Mrs D Lewis 

 

 

 

 

The Great Brakenhale Bake Off supporting Macmillan Cancer Support 

 

To support Miss Douse’s Annual Macmillan Fundraising 
coffee morning, Mrs Cresswell has inaugurated The Great 
Brakenhale Bake Off. 

 

On your marks, get set, bake!  This week: Biscuits 

Mr Swynford-Lain, Mrs Harries, Mrs Cresswell and Mrs 
Fotheringham presented a fabulous array of delectable 
biscuits this week for Mrs Higham and Miss O’Brien to taste. 

Mrs Fotheringham’s very tasty ginger bread school was most 
creative in design whilst Mrs Harries’ chocolate cookies were 
melt in the mouth with a lovely texture.  Mrs Cresswell’s 
shortbread had a very good biscuit texture, light and crumbly 
and Mr Swynford-Lain baked 2 different types of pumpkin 
shaped biscuits; one was soft and slightly chewy in texture 
whilst the other was light and crumbly, a close second in the 
biscuit competition. 

A big well done to Mrs Fotheringham who won this weeks’ 
competition.  Next week – Pastry! 

Mrs Cresswell, Director of English 
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Performing Arts 

We have had a busy yet wonderful start to the 
new term in the Performing Arts Department.  
Miss Lawry has cast all the parts for our 
production of ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival; 
rehearsals have started and we are looking 
forward to the workshop and performance at 
South Hill Park in the coming weeks.  

We have also held auditions and cast the roles 
for our whole school show ‘Sister Act’. 
Congratulations to everyone who auditioned; 
the competition was fierce, the standard was 
incredibly high but we were impressed with 
the supportive and friendly atmosphere. If you 
want to take part in anything performing arts but missed the auditions, we have dance clubs and vocal group that 
you can participate in. Take a look at the timetable, and drop in for a taster session.   

Sister Act Cast List  

Deloris Van Cartier Connie Burgess  Pablo Zac Box 

Mother Superior Charlie Butler  Ernie  Tegan Roberts 

Sister Mary Robert Zoe Jackson  Tommy and Announcer Arthur Cooper 

Sister Mary Patrick Anya Addario-Prado  Tina   Alina Bradley 

Sister Mary Lazarus Helicia Fernandes  Michelle Bella Hooper 

Sister Mary Martin of Tours Emily Lamb  Cop Logan Knapp 

Sister Mary Theresa Lauren Williams  Delinquent Honey Barnes 

Monsignor O’Hara Kaitlyn Buchler  Delinquent Atticus Dumbarton 

Curtis Luke Thompson  Waitress Andreja P 

Eddie Ethan Vine  Pool Player Lauren Slade 

TJ Charlie Schillaci  1st female bar patron Mia Walford 

Joey Caitlin Hollings  Newscaster Lucy Butler 

 

Main Nun Chorus  Choir Boys & Gangsters  Chorus 1  Chorus 2 

Lucy Butler  Connor Southwell  Grace Lewendon  Lexi McRae-Adams 

Bella Hooper  Thomas Farr  Ellen Shaw  Katy Goodall 

Grace Turvey  Jake Besta  Maria Furtuna  Luca Ferrari 

Ariana Koskela-Reyes  James Carr  Caitlyn Iceton  Victoria Taylor 

Alina Bradley  Logan Knapp  Olivia Mullins  Roksana Kaczmarek 

Sofia Valenzuela Russo    Ruby Galt  Kayla Elliott 

Bethia Prior    Marine Satake  Crystal Hinton 

    Emily Dymond  Amieé-Maé Minihane 

    Celestine Asare  Rose Trotter 

    Mia Walford  Alice Sandlin 

    Honey Barnes  Ameila Duncombe 

    Atticus Dumbarton  Holly Whittle 

    Molly Penn  Lauren Slade 

Lighting  Make Up  Tiana Bishop  Andreja P 

Ethan Nunn  Emily Lamb  Tegan Roberts  Alicia Moore 

Mrs Duffy, Head of Performing Arts, Mrs Raby, Second in Performing Arts 
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PE Update 

 

 

Kit and medical notes policy in PE 

Now all students have had a full week back in PE, we would like to remind you about our PE kit policy and about 
notes for PE lessons.  

Kit 

All kit is to be Brakenhale PE kit with the school PE/logo on - this is to be purchased from the school shop.  

If students fail to bring the correct PE kit they will be issued with a sanction. On all occasions there is spare kit for 
students to borrow, which is laundered weekly for students to wear. 

The sanctions are as follows: 

 1st time - logged and break/lunch time detention after the lesson has occurred 

 2nd time - logged and a PE D40 detention after school. 

 3rd time - logged, Thursday Surgery and parents contacted by class teacher. 

If further incidences occur a meeting will be held with all parties above, plus the Head of PE. 

If a student fails to turn up to the given sanction, the next sanction automatically applies, unless a valid reason is 
presented. 

This logging system will reset every half term throughout the year. 

If there is a reason for your child not being able to bring kit, please write a note explaining this to the class teacher 
and this will be treated separately. 
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Notes for PE 

These can cover issues with injuries or health and kit issues (as mentioned above). 

If PE is deemed to be a lesson which your child cannot do, we require a valid note, signed and dated from parents, 
which explains the reason for not being able to participate. 

The note lasts for 1 week only; if the period time extends beyond this, we will require a medical practitioner’s 
note to extend this. Please use your child's planner to record this. 

By making parents and students aware of our kit and notes policy, we hope to ensure that all parties understand 
this process, but also more importantly the value of being organised and ensuring students have their kit. 

Socks and tights 

Please ensure that your child has a change of socks for PE (boys and girls) and reinforce 
that tights are not to be worn in PE lessons (girls).  

Socks may include:  

 Black knee length sports socks with burgundy/white stripe - available from the 
school shop 

 Plain white sports socks which come up above the ankle - available from many high street 
sports shops 

It is one of the biggest concerns of kit we have in the department and due to health reasons of our students we 
are very keen to encourage the changing of socks to increase standards of personal hygiene. 

ME in PE 

Your son/daughter will be assessed in 4 major areas, 2 per term, each known as a 'ME in PE'.  These are: 

 Physical ME (assessed every term (1, 2, 3), all throughout out the year) 

 Social ME (assessed term 1 - September to December) 

 Thinking ME (assessed term 2 - January to March) 

 Leading ME (assessed term 3 - April to July) 

Assessment criteria 
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Mr M Potter, Head of PE 

 

 

 

             

  



Brakenhale School  20.09.19 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

 

Fundraising for our new building 

The new building, which is now well on the way 
to completion, has been funded by the 
government with a grant of around £20 million. 
The money can only be used for the building 
itself and none may be spent on equipment and 
furniture.  

We have to replace the IT equipment as it is not 
compatible with the new technology that our 
new school will have.  

In addition, we are keen to purchase new 
furniture for our staff and students, rather than 
transfer the old items from the current 
classrooms. 

We have been working hard to engage parents, 
with some success but we are still a long way 
from our original target of £50,000. Please 
contact me at fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk if 
you are able to help in any way. 

We are going to hold a second hand clothes sale, 
selling several categories of clothing, including: 

• Jumble 
• School uniform 
• Designer items 
• Shoes, and 
• Home textiles 

In order to support us, please could you put aside any clothes, shoes (women’s, men’s and children’s), or home 
textiles (curtains, bed-linen, cushions, etc.) that you no longer wear or use. The items should be wearable, 
without holes or broken fastenings – the type that you would donate to a charity shop. You can bring sacks of 
clothing in to the school reception from Monday 11th November. If you have items that you are willing to donate, 
but are unable to store until then, please e-mail me and I will arrange to store elsewhere. Similarly, if you have 
items to donate but cannot bring them in, please e-mail me as we may be able to arrange collection. 

I have already been given some evening wear that you will want for Christmas parties! 

Tell your friends and family to donate and/or come along. 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you have fundraising ideas or can offer to help with the clothing 
sale. 

With thanks, 

Karen Roche, Chair of Governors fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk   

 

If you have any spare clothes hangers or rails that we could please have or borrow for this initiative 
we would be most grateful. 

 

  

mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
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School Dining Hall 

 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

Apologies –we had some issues with our electronic forms last week.  If you made any nominations or 
observations we would be most grateful if you could send them again.  Many thanks 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.   

Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

 

Fab         Drab     Staff Member of the Week 

 

 

Lost Property 

Have you lost something?  Don’t forget… 

 

Email us on the address below and we will endeavour to locate the item 
and return it to you as soon as possible.  We have a member of staff who 
has a specific role in overseeing lost property and she will do her best to 
help. 

Email :  lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk 
Please make sure your items are named so that we can return them promptly. 

  

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
mailto:lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
https://forms.gle/m2drGRPVNidPZNEm9
https://forms.gle/DzSmFfDz5Qr4qCY6A
https://forms.gle/qPfKyLy2z94pyPWBA
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Brakenhale School Lottery 

 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners. 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are continually looking to increase new members 
each month, so if you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

 

 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 

 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Events and Notices 

      

 
  

 

  

 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 

Monday 30th September : Year 11 Geography field trip 

Tuesday 1st October : Year 12/13 Geography field trip 

Wednesday 2nd October : Year 7 Disco 

Thursday 10th October : World Mental Health Day 

 : Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening 

 
 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Term Dates 

 
 

Term Dates 2019-20 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September) 
Wednesday 4th September to Friday 13th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 28th  October to Friday 1st November 
Last day of Autumn Term for students – Friday 13th December 

(Inset Day: Monday 16th December) 
Christmas Holiday: Tuesday 17th December to Wednesday 8th January 2020 * 

*Extra school closure days in December and January for the transition into the new building 

 

SPRING TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Thursday 9th January to Friday 3rd April 
Spring Half Term – Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 
Last day of Spring Term for students – Friday 3rd April 
Easter Holiday: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 

(Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Monday 20th April to Friday 17th July 
Summer Half Term – Monday 25th to Friday 29th May) 
(Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May and Monday 25th May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 17th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July) 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

