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Dear Parents/Carers 

This was the first full week back to school and it has been incredibly productive, it is amazing to think that we 
have only had 8 school days this term but yet so much has been going on. 

All year groups have now settled into their normal routine really well.  Students are well turned out and arriving 
on time for their lessons.  Our Year 7 students have made an excellent start and are beginning to find their feet.  
They are a real example of a fantastic Brakenhale cohort. 

Monday to Friday saw the introduction of our new extra-curricular Club Fayre.  Tables were set up in the 
courtyard for students to sign up to various after school and breaktime activities.  We had a lot of interest and 
the activities were very varied so everyone was able to find something they enjoyed.  A big thanks to Mr Potter 
for introducing this initiative. 

On Thursday we held our annual Year 11 information evening.  The turnout was amazing so thank you to all the 
parents for their continued support at the beginning of this very important year and to all our staff who gave 
up their time to be there. 

On Saturday we have the first part of our Duke of Edinburgh weekend taking place.  I look forward to hearing 
the stories on their return! 

Next week we will be holding our Year 13 university applications evening for students who are planning their 
next step in education.  In addition our new starters in the sixth form will be attending a welcome to sixth form 
evening along with parents when we take the opportunity to give some information about the coming year.   

Our Year 6 open evening will take place on Thursday next week and there will be an early close at 2pm for all 
students to allow staff to prepare for this.  In addition there will be a later start on Friday: 9.40am for 
registration.  This year we are expecting the trend to continue for the evening to be exceptionally busy and if 
any students in Years 8-13 would like to volunteer to help on this evening please ask them to let their form 
tutors know as soon as possible.  In previous years it has been our amazing helpers who have given their honest 
opinions that have made the evening a real success. 

Last week we also had an interview published in the Reading News, highlighting the innovative work we are 
doing as a school around kindness and the prevention of bullying.  Bullying is unacceptable and we will always 
take action to stop it, we are a community who support each other: #teambrakenhale.  I have repeated many 
times this week to a variety of students the importance of kindness, positivity and patience and I have been 
impressed by the fact that all students are remembering this mantra. 

Finally, we received an exciting phone call yesterday morning from the BBC who would like to run a piece on 
our new build and our fundraising campaign.  They will be joining us on Monday for filming and I will let you 
know when it will be televised. 

Student of the week: 

Dylan Chaston Year 10 - For showing remarkable bravery and resilience.  Well done Dylan, we are very proud of 
you! 

Fab 

 I love how Mrs Coley has taken time out of her morning everyday to give all years a welcome back 
assembly. 

 My son has had an amazing first week and has settled in really well. Communication with parents is fab! 

 I think it's FAB the way all ages of students helped my very nervous year 7 daughter when she got lost this 
last week. Everyone of them were approachable and helpful! Thank you!  

 Having prefects around the school. 

 How welcome the Year 7s are.  

 The after school activities. 

 The continuous support.  

Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
13th September 2019 
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 No homework during the Summer break 😀 The kids could enjoy their holidays. Hopefully Christmas will be 
the same.  

 Love that our daughter had a huge smile on her face when she came home from her first day as a Year 7 
student, despite being tearful and apprehensive on Wednesday morning. 

 The online communication between school and parent is brilliant! I feel so informed!  

 The food is very nice here and I like the variety of food you have. 

 Brakenhale is a great school and all the teachers are extremely lovely. 
 For all the support you have given my daughter who struggles, they do an amazing job! 

Drab 

 The quality of the compulsory school bags/rucksacks is so poor! 
Please contact me directly if you have an issue with a bag, it may be that you have a faulty one and we can 
replace it.  I have contacted the uniform shop and they are going to order in a more expensive range of bag 
which will retail at around £25-£28 and we are going to trial the sale of these. 

 3 separate groups of older children told my child to 'ask someone else' when he asked directions. 
I am really sorry to hear this, we have had so much feedback from the Year 7s about how helpful students 
have been to them.  We have started to put together a questionnaire for Year 7 students on things we could 
do to improve their first couple of weeks so please do ask your son or daughter to add this on and we will 
look at ways to improve. 

 It'd be great if the new Year 7s could be told when they need their rugby kit vs a 'normal' PE kit. It's quite 
heavy for them to carry everything around just in case they need studs and shin pads. 
This is a really valid point and I will communicate this to the PE department. 

 It’s lovely when our children start Year 7 as we get to meet the tutor, however my daughter is now in Year 9 
and has had several different tutors during her time at Brakenhale. Unfortunately we do not get an 
opportunity to meet the new tutors like we did in Year 7. 
We always hope that children will keep the same tutor throughout their time at Brakenhale, however, 
unfortunately this is not always possible.  You make a really good point that not all parents will have met the 
tutor and I will look at ways to try and get around this. 

Staff member of the week 

Mrs Clark   She is so organised and runs things brilliantly. 

Mr Swynford-Lain Being a great teacher and being there when we need him.  

Mrs Raby  Making us all feel welcome. 

Mrs Raby   Helping me settle in to senior school on my first week when I felt very nervous. 

Mrs Raby  For being a kind and enjoyable tutor. 

Mr Bury   His compassion and understanding towards our daughter and his communication to us 
   the parents at home. He really was amazing. 

Miss Rushby   For answering an email during her holiday - when she really didn’t even have to look at 
   them - thank you, it’s really  appreciated. 

Mrs Best  The level of care, empathy and helpfulness she has shown has been fantastic - we are 
   so grateful for all her help in getting our daughter set up at Brakenhale after a big move 
   from the USA. 

Ms Lawry  She was so kind in drama and made us enjoy the subject. 

Miss Manning  Making the start of Year 11 actually enjoyable. 

Miss Manning  For helping me in class and helping me with CCF. 

Mrs Gosling  Always there when needed for my daughter. 

Mr Cooper  Taking the time out to call my wife to tell us how happy he is with my daughter’s 
   progress in History. Very well received and grateful and not heard of in other schools. 
   Once again, thank you, an outstanding school. 

Mrs Harbour   Best Maths teacher and funniest.  

Mrs Harbour  Always seeing if I am okay and always seeing if I need help. 

Ms Duffy   For being a fantastic teacher and always willing to help when possible. 
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Miss Appleton  Great tutor. 

Miss Appleton  She always tries her hardest to get us prepared for our GCSE French exams, by making 
   resources for us in her own time. 

Mr Anderson   Makes sure you understand the work and helps you when you don't :) and is the best 
   teacher ever. 

Miss Bradley   Welcomed my daughter to her English lesson and friendly. Daughter is happy to have 
   her.  

All Year 7 teachers  For helping both parents and Year 7 students with the transition to secondary school. 
   Thank you. 

Miss Bunkell  Miss Bunkell has made my daughter feel really comfortable in her first week of Year 7 
   so Thank you!  

Mr Thomas   He is helpful.  

Miss Lane  She is a legend. Very good enterprise teacher. 

Miss Byers  She's my fave. 

Quote of the week:  

‘Someone will always be prettier. Someone will always be smarter. Someone will always be younger. But they 
will never be you.’ - Keanu Reeves 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes. 

Jane Coley, Headteacher  

 
 

What’s on next week 

Wednesday 18th September : Year 13 University Application Evening 

 : Welcome to Sixth Form Evening, 7-8pm 

Thursday 19th September : Early close for students at 2pm for Year 6 Open Evening, 6-8.30pm 

Friday 20th September : Late start for students, 9.40am 
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Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning 

To support Miss Douse’s Annual Macmillan Fundraising coffee morning, Mrs 
Cresswell has inaugurated The Great Brakenhale Bake Off. 

On your marks, get set, bake! 

Prospective staff participants have put their names forward and have been randomly put into a group of three to 
five participants with £1 to enter (donated to Macmillan). 

Individuals in a group will compete against each other to create ONE showstopper bake which mirrors the current 
competition.  Entries will be presented each Tuesday in the staff room at breaktime and they will be judged by 
Mrs Higham and Miss O’Brien according to taste and resemblance to the spec given. 

Individual winners each week will win a trophy and be entered into the final.  All finalists from the various weeks 
will compete in one final showstopper to be chosen by Miss Douse, and that winner will keep the trophy...until 
next year anyway. 

The staff not participating, but coming along to have a look and assess the competition, will be asked to make a 
donation to partake in tasting the offerings and any monies raised will be donated to Macmillan. We trust the 

donation to be appropriate to the amount of tastings...😉 

This is a fantastic opportunity for the school staff to come together to support Miss Douse and the fabulous work 
she does to raise money for a charity close to all of our hearts.# 

This week: Cakes 

This week the bake was cakes, the judging criteria were for a well presented cake, light in texture and tasting 
delicious - and the 4 participants did themselves proud.  Mrs H and Miss O’B had the tough task of choosing 
between cakes made by Mr Dean, Miss Craig, Mrs McCrorie and Mrs Avis.   

The judges determined that Mr Dean’s cake was light and fluffy with a delicious white chocolate ganache whilst 
Mrs McCrorie baked a very light and even cake with a lovely taste of mojito, uniquely presented.  A moist carrot 
cake, even in appearance and decorated with a drizzle of icing was baked by Mrs Avis and Miss Craig made a light 
and fluffy Victoria sponge, representing Brakenhale with our logo stencilled across the top. 

And well done to Mrs McCrorie who won this weeks’ competition.  Next week – BISCUITS! 

Mrs Cresswell, Director of English 

 

 

Medication Policy 

Can we please remind parents to complete a medication consent form if they wish their son/daughter to have 
medication in school.  Students are not permitted to keep medication on them unless this has been authorised by 
the medical team (for example inhalers or auto injector pens). 

Mrs Ball, Health Coordinator 
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Performing Arts 

 

The performing arts faculty would 
like to thank all the students who 
auditioned for this year’s school 
musical - Sister Act.  

Over three evenings students from 
Years 7 to 13 have demonstrated 
their talents in acting, singing and 
dancing. The standard has been 
exceptionally high and it has been 
very difficult to reach a decision 
with casting.  

The final full cast list will be posted on Monday morning outside the drama studio with rehearsals starting after 
school on Tuesday. We are very excited to begin work on what will be an amazing production!  

Mrs Duffy, Head of Performing Arts  

 

 

PE Update 

ME in PE 

This year in PE at Brakenhale, we are introducing our new assessment concept; 'ME in PE'. 

The idea and relevance behind this is to ensure that your son/daughter, within the context of what they do within 
our lessons, achieves maximum progress based on their individual capabilities. Where we have previously 
assessed against the GCSE PE practical specification, grades 9-1, we found this limited students' ability to access 
the holistic nature of the subject and develop beyond just the physical skills of PE. 

Your son/daughter will be assessed in 4 major areas, 2 per term, each known as a 'ME in PE'.  These are: 

 Physical ME (assessed every term (1, 2, 3), all throughout out the year) 

 Social ME (assessed term 1 - September to December) 

 Thinking ME (assessed term 2 - January 
to March) 

 Leading ME (assessed term 3 - April to July) 

These 4 areas have been chosen specifically 
as they reflect the make up of our student 
body but more importantly they reflect and 
meet the needs of our students within the 
subject. 

We will be sharing the assessment criteria 
with you next week. Please discuss with 
your son/daughter how they are progressing 
in the subject and also what criteria they are 
able to access within lesson. 

Mr M Potter, Head of PE  
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Fundraising for our new building 

The new building, which is now well on the way 
to completion, has been funded by the 
government with a grant of around £20 million. 
The money can only be used for the building 
itself and none may be spent on equipment and 
furniture.  

We have to replace the IT equipment as it is not 
compatible with the new technology that our 
new school will have.  

In addition, we are keen to purchase new 
furniture for our staff and students, rather than 
transfer the old items from the current 
classrooms. 

We have been working hard to engage parents, 
with some success but we are still a long way 
from our original target of £50,000. Please 
contact me at fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk if 
you are able to help in any way. 

We are going to hold a second hand clothes sale, 
selling several categories of clothing, including: 

• Jumble 
• School uniform 
• Designer items 
• Shoes, and 
• Home textiles 

In order to support us, please could you put aside any clothes, shoes (women’s, men’s and children’s), or home 
textiles (curtains, bed-linen, cushions, etc.) that you no longer wear or use. The items should be wearable, 
without holes or broken fastenings – the type that you would donate to a charity shop. You can bring sacks of 
clothing in to the school reception from Monday 11th November. If you have items that you are willing to donate, 
but are unable to store until then, please e-mail me and I will arrange to store elsewhere. Similarly, if you have 
items to donate but cannot bring them in, please e-mail me as we may be able to arrange collection. 

I have already been given some evening wear that you will want for Christmas parties! 

Tell your friends and family to donate and/or come along. 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you have fundraising ideas or can offer to help with the clothing 
sale. 

With thanks, 

Karen Roche, Chair of Governors fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk   

 

If you have any spare clothes hangers or rails that we could please have or borrow for this initiative 
we would be most grateful. 

 

  

mailto:fundraising@brakenhale.co.uk
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School Dining Hall 

 

 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

 

 

 

Feedback Initiative 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at anytime, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.   

Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

Fab               Drab   Staff Member of the Week 

 

Lost Property 

Have you lost something?  Don’t forget… 

 

Email us on the address below and we will endeavour to locate the item 
and return it to you as soon as possible.  We have a member of staff who 
has a specific role in overseeing lost property and she will do her best to 
help. 

Email :  lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk 
Please make sure your items are named so that we can return them promptly. 

  

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/U13ZGX9crkUxRJfF2
https://goo.gl/forms/tME3LEC4eJJDGY8f2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
mailto:lostproperty@brakenhale.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqAIPGegVWL2yWUDTfb2092yunV179fdl238ClNbs3EGS7JA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetKLSe3jomfdYgcY4YXR8-bTYpeQL5Q9galTe8w2w8AgCj7g/viewform
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqAIPGegVWL2yWUDTfb2092yunV179fdl238ClNbs3EGS7JA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetKLSe3jomfdYgcY4YXR8-bTYpeQL5Q9galTe8w2w8AgCj7g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqAIPGegVWL2yWUDTfb2092yunV179fdl238ClNbs3EGS7JA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetKLSe3jomfdYgcY4YXR8-bTYpeQL5Q9galTe8w2w8AgCj7g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqAIPGegVWL2yWUDTfb2092yunV179fdl238ClNbs3EGS7JA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejPlcADuk8c2ERba1CFmBNlZDHZ9UNLmhSW8j2C6O3O2gY_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetKLSe3jomfdYgcY4YXR8-bTYpeQL5Q9galTe8w2w8AgCj7g/viewform
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Brakenhale School Lottery 

 

Congratulations to the prize draw winners over the summer 
holiday.  Even though we weren’t in school, the lottery 
winners kept winning!   

 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are continually looking to increase new members 
each month, so if you have not signed up yet now is your 
chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize (approximately £20 
depending on participants, which increases the more members we have). Plus you 
have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

 

 
 
 

Easy Fundraising 

 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for 
the retailer you want to shop with and click out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken 
straight to the retailer’s website and your experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but 
easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Events and Notices 

      

 
  

 

  

 
 
 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 

Monday 23rd September : Sports Captain Election week 

 : School Tours start 

Tuesday 24th September : Shakespeare in School Festival Workshop 

Wednesday 25th September : European Day of Languages 

Thursday 26th September : Year 10 Information Evening 

Friday 27th September : Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 
 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize&utm_campaign=20190508_schoolsprize19
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Term Dates 

 
 

Term Dates 2019-20 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 
Term dates for students: 

(Inset Days: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September) 
Wednesday 4th September to Friday 13th December 

Autumn Half Term – Monday 28th  October to Friday 1st November 
Last day of Autumn Term for students – Friday 13th December 

(Inset Day: Monday 16th December) 
Christmas Holiday: Tuesday 17th December to Wednesday 8th January 2020 * 

*Extra school closure days in December and January for the transition into the new building 

 

SPRING TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Thursday 9th January to Friday 3rd April 
Spring Half Term – Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 
Last day of Spring Term for students – Friday 3rd April 
Easter Holiday: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 

(Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2020 
Term dates for students: 

Monday 20th April to Friday 17th July 
Summer Half Term – Monday 25th to Friday 29th May) 
(Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May and Monday 25th May) 

Last day of Summer Term for students – Friday 17th July 
(Inset Days: Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July) 

 
Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 
 

       

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor

