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Parent News: Friday 11th June 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I do hope that you all managed to have a lovely half term and were able to spend some time enjoying the glorious 
weather.  As the weather has continued to be very warm, we have taken the decision to allow students this week 
to remove ties and blazers and leave these at home if they would prefer.  We will review this decision on a weekly 
basis and let you know by Friday afternoon the position for the following week.  Based on the forecast for next 
week I can confirm that up to and including Friday 18th June blazers and ties will not be required.  All other aspects 
of school uniform and standards remain the same.  

I would like to thank you all for your support and cooperation in using just Rectory Lane as the entrance and exit 
to the school.  Standing on Rectory Lane every morning has enabled me to have a number of conversations with 
some of you and it has been a pleasure to see how very respectful both pedestrians and car users have been of 
each other.   

I have spoken to all students in all year groups in assembly this week about the importance of “owning your 
story”.  What I have explained is that your actions and words become your story for life and so it is incredibly 
important that kindness is always at the heart of your own story.  I have used the example of the cricketer, Ollie 
Robinson, who sent offensive tweets 9 years ago when he was a teenager and how, as a result, he has now been 
removed from the England Cricket Team.  I never want any of our students to regret their actions as teenagers 
and for them to impact negatively on them as adults. 

Hopefully you will have all read and received the email from our Chair of Governors at the end of last week 
advising you of the appointment of the new Headteacher from 1st September, Mr Bhavin Tailor.  I have a number 
of meetings scheduled with him and he will be visiting the school across this half term in order to make sure that 
the handover is effective and runs smoothly.  I know that he will continue to move the school forward and work 
with you all as the #teambrakenhale community. 

Finally, I am very pleased to announce that both Mrs Duffy and Dr Robson have both had their babies!  Mrs Duffy 
now has a beautiful son and Dr Robson a daughter; all are doing very well. 

Student of the week: 

Isabelle Bennett 9K - Getting through to the trial for the under 16 girls GB Ice Hockey team.  A huge achievement 
and we wish her lots of luck.  

Fab: 

 We are proud to be able to join the big family at The Brakenhale School, my son is thrilled about being 
accepted as a student in the current academic year, he is looking forward to starting his exciting 
learning journey next week!   
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the staff for their valuable time sharing with us their 
views on how to be a successful young learner at The Brakenhale School. The way they motivated and 
encouraged him is very much appreciated. 

Staff member of the week: 

Dr Robson Because she is a hardworking teacher even if she is pregnant or tired. 

Mrs Bounds  For going above and beyond to help my daughter through a difficult few weeks. Her support and 
  kindness has been an amazing help. 

 

20th March 2020 
Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
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Quote of the week: 

‘Wear gratitude like a cloak and it will feed every corner of your life’.  

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 

 

What’s on next week 

Next Week : A 

Friday 11th to Sunday 13th June Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

Monday 14th June School Nurse Drop-in Clinic, lunchtime 

Tuesday 15th June CCF, 3.30-5.30pm 

Wednesday 16th June Year 9 Army Engagement Programme 

Thursday 17th June Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 

Covid Testing 

Please continue with twice weekly Covid Testing and 
submit results via Test Register.  If students or staff 
need additional tests they should collect them from the 
Medical room. 

The government advised the following: 

 

Traffic Delays Expected 

Please be aware that residents have been informed of road works starting on the Bracknell Sports Centre main 
roundabout on Monday 5th July for 14 weeks. 

This is already busy in the mornings so parents/carers may want to be aware to expect long delays or take an 
alternative route.  

 

 

 

One Step Closer – Town Centre Mission 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to One Step Closer for their gift of 
cakes to thank the staff for the care they have given to the children and 
families during this difficult season. 

They have been praying for us and would welcome specific prayer requests to 
be included in their prayers.  

  

https://testregister.co.uk/login
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Outgrown / Unwanted Uniform and PE Kit; Tie Donations 

If you have any outgrown or no-longer-needed school uniform (including Blazers) or PE 
kits, please would you kindly consider donating them to the school. We would also 
appreciate any tie donations.  Items can be handed in to Mrs McCrorie in the book 
room at the back of the LRC on the first floor. Thank you.  

Mrs McCrorie, Curriculum Support 

 

 

 

 

Positivity at Lunchtimes 

Activities 

The Traversing Wall, Muga Pitches, Table Tennis and courts are all available to use during lunchtimes.  Students can 
access the facilities on a year group rota so please do refer to timetables sent out and displayed within the areas to 
see when students are able to use them.  

Table Tennis balls are available to purchase at the very reasonable price of £1.00 for 2 balls from Mrs McCrorie 
either in the LRC Book room or during lunchtime duty.  

It has been so very rewarding to see all the students enjoying this together in their own bubbles. 

    

Benches 

During the half term holiday we had a large delivery of sustainable benches andmore picnic benches which have 
been place around the site.  It is lovely to see so many students sitting down together in their bubbles enjoying 
lunches outside.  

Positive Behaviour 

We continue to reward many students during lunchtimes, rewarding and 
promoting positive behaviour. So far this academic year 902 were rewarded 
during lunchtimes so well done to those students who received them. 

On behalf of myself and the rest of the team of midday supervisors, we wish 
you a happy, safe, enjoyable and positive lunchtime.  

Thank you.  

Mrs McCrorie, Curriculum Support 

 

 

 

  



Brakenhale School News  11.06.21 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Corner 

PRIDE MONTH 

Pride Month continues, albeit in a slight different way to what we might know. 
If you’ve passed Time Square and seen Bracknell Forest Council's office building, 
you may have noticed that they changed their flag to celebrate pride month. I’m 
not going to steal Mrs Lewis and Miss Bunkell’s thunder here, but I'm very 
excited Brakenhale’s Identity Group will be re-launching (more to follow).  

On a serious note, HIV is an illness that affected the 
LGBTQ+ community significantly during the 1980s/1990s. It is an illness that affects all 
communities across the UK and the world. It is estimated there are 105,200 living in the UK 
who have HIV (94% of them are diagnosed, this means 1 in 16 people living with HIV don’t 
know they have the virus).  

There are so many misunderstandings and falsehoods about HIV such as, ‘it’s a gay disease,’ 
or, ‘you can catch if from hugging someone with HIV.’ These are simply not true and are 
misconceptions spread by social media. There is sadly a huge social stigma attached to HIV, 
over the course of my career I have worked with children and adults who have been living 
with HIV. The stories they shared with me, around the stigma and abuse they experienced, 

still haunt me. As we strive to create an equal, inclusive, tolerant society, as I say many times, we must call out hate, 
discrimination and prejudice wherever we see it. 

If you’d like to learn more about HIV a great starting point is the NHS website, which gives a brief but accurate 
overview of HIV: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/ 

Some of my Year 9 students are currently exploring the exciting world of Black 
History and Culture. So far we have looked at explorers such as Mae Jemison (first 
black woman to go to space) and Jessica Nabongo (first black woman to visit every 
single country in the world - what an achievement, I’m very jealous). Last lesson we 
started looking at designers (engineers, architecture and fashion designers). I was 
quite excited to be able to include one of my favourite fashion designers into the 
lesson, Ozwald Boateng.  

 

Oswald was born in London to parents of Ghanaian 
descent. During his early life he sadly experienced racism 
and discrimination, simply because of the colour of his 
skin. He did not let this deter him from his plans and 
eventually he became one of the youngest men and first 
black man to open a shop on Savile Row; his flagship store 
is still there today. For over 10 years he was followed by a film crew who documented the 
ups and downs of him achieving his goal. If you’re looking for something good to watch 
this weekend, why not watch Ozwald Boateng’s documentary, ‘A Man’s Story.’ You’ll soon 
be able to see Ozwald’s impeccable tailoring and design skills with British Airways, as he’s 
designing their new uniforms. 

 

Mr Vegh, Head of EDI and Mrs Lister, SLT 

 

 

 

  

Official NASA portrait in the 
public domain 

Image Author: https://www.flickr.com/photos/financialtimes/ 
This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 
2.0 Generic license. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/financialtimes/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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Drama Clubs – Week B only 

Please note that Year 7 and 8 Drama Clubs will only be running on Week B and finish at 4pm. 

Miss Cullip, Drama Teacher 
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PE Update 

Dear students and parent... Welcome to half term 6! 

This final half term of the year is actually quite a busy one for PE and all subject departments for that matter. With 
Year 11 and 13 having now fled our nest, we have time to review and make new for next year, but also time to plan 
lots of great things in PE. Sports day (7th July) is coming up, as well as the very first Brakenhale RAG week (week 
beginning 5th July) which is being planned by myself and the fabulous Mrs Lister. It is these whole school events 
that really bring our community together and show what a fabulous school we have. 

The weather is also very kind to us, sometimes to kind and I ask that parents ensure students have 2 water bottles 
and also apply sun cream if they have PE on hot days. We always ensure a safe lesson first and foremost come rain, 
shine or snow (!) and will utilise various locations, types and styles of lessons to keep our students and staff safe in 
the sun. 

Our ME in PE assessment strands this term continue to embed themselves in lesson and staff have reported some 
fabulous PHYSICAL performances in cricket, tennis, athletics, softball and rounders, as well as having seen some 
superb LEADING skills whereby our focus is developing sound and coherent leadership skills within our subject. 

Our exam PE classes are still working hard with the Year 10 BTEC groups completing their unit 6 leadership sessions, 
our GCSE PE group have moved onto coursework and our Year 12 CTEC group have finished their second major unit 
of the year. Our Year 12 sports leaders are about to have their quality assurance review to finish off their course as 
well. 

Our PE Champions of the Week are still being awarded weekly and have been a pleasure to select and give out all 
year. It is a genuine pleasure for my staff and I to identify and celebrate so much great work that goes on in our 
lessons.  

The only fly in the ointment since we have come back so to speak was the cancellation of our long awaited school 
sport fixtures returning. Due to a virus increase around Bracknell Forest, fixtures against other school have been 
cancelled for the time as they are deemed too much of a high risk. Myself and the department staff were and are 
gutted this has happened, but we may be able to squeeze some in, come July, when fingers-crossed things will have 
been reviewed and hopefully settled back down. There is however the Euros to look forward to and the hope of a 
great tournament for England this summer. 

Final reminders from me about kit and clubs are below; I wish you all a fabulous final half term with Brakenhale PE. 

Mr Potter 

Kit reminders...  Clubs reminders... 

Brakenhale PE kit (non negotiable) 

Black PE top ✅ 

Black PE 1/4 zip or jumper ✅ 

Black skort/leggings(G) ✅ OR 

Black shorts/joggers(B) ✅ 

White/Black PE socks ✅ 

Trainers ✅ 

Can do attitude ✅ 

Smile ✅ 

Bring a valid, dated and signed note for 

medical exemption ✅ 

 

 Bring your PE kit ✅ 

Tell your parents ✅ 

Get changed in designated changing rooms ✅ 

Bring someone else ✅ 

Sign in with PE for register and positives ✅ 
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Extra-Curricular Timetable for this half term 
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PE Champions 

Please see who has been an amazing an PE Champion this week. 

 

 

Assessment: ME in PE: In the summer term it is Physical ME and Leading ME  
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Mr M Potter, Head of PE and Mr C Maye, Second in PE 

 

Follow us . . . 

On Twitter & Instagram: 
  

@brakenhalepe    
#teambrakenhale    

#brakenhalepe    #bekind 
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Extra Curricular Clubs – Non Sporting 
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House Points this Week 

We continue to recognise the hard work that our students are doing through our House System by issuing House 
Points.  It has been amazing to see so many of our students rewarded with many achievement points this week 
across the departments.   

Keep up the Hard work!  Congratuations to everyone who has gained house points this week: 

Achievement Points This Week 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 12 Total 

Academic Points 423 413 521 240 0 1597 

Aspiration Points 0 5 0 0 0 5 

Community Points 27 40 22 4 1 94 

Community Points Out and About MDS 11 2 0 8 0 21 

Culture Points 11 24 26 0 0 61 

Leadership Points 40 1 0 0 0 41 

Physical Points 117 32 76 75 0 300 

Total 629 517 645 327 1 2119 

 

House Points  This Week 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 12 Total 

Farley (BLUE) 153 117 146 85 1 502 

Jennetts (YELLOW) 159 129 148 75 0 511 

Swinley (RED) 158 117 184 94 0 553 

Temple (GREEN) 159 154 167 73 0 553 

Total 629 517 645 327 1 2119 

 

 

Most  
Achievement Points 

 
House  

Winners 

Year 9  Temple and 
Swinley 
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Identity 
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Mrs Lewis, Identity 
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School Dining Hall 

 

The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students as follows: 

7.45-8.30: Breakfast which includes: 
Fresh Fruit / Yoghurt bar / Cereals / Bacon or Sausage Rolls / Danish Pastries / Hot Chocolate 

10.00-11.30: Break-time (staggered) 

12.30-2.00: Lunch-time (staggered) 

3.05:   Any unsold food may be purchased at half price by cash or account 

Our in-house caterers have a fresh approach to food and we have a number of different meal deals and a hot 
school meal, which includes either a drink or a pudding.   

A selection of sandwiches, pizza slices, salad and pasta are also available. 

More information and sample menus are available on www.brakenhale.co.uk/pastoral-support/parent-zone/  

 

There is a 3 week menu rotation, please see below.   Next week (18th June) will be week 3: 

 

 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager 

  

http://brakenhale.co.uk/pastoral-support/parent-zone/
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Free School Meals 

The Admissions Department of Bracknell Forest Council handles the authorisation and administration of Free School 
Meals.  If you think your son/daughter may qualify, please complete the Bracknell Forest Council application form 
via the link below. 

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/.../how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals 

It is worthwhile applying for Free School Meals entitlement even if your child does not require a school lunch 
because your son/daughter may receive financial assistance with other school related expenses. 

During lockdown weekly food parcels can be collected from Main Reception between 10am and 12noon. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager 

 

 

Action for Happiness  

Find out more information here :  https://www.actionforhappiness.org/      
 
Joyful June 2021 
This month's theme is all about finding the joy in life, even when things are difficult.  Research has shown that 
experiencing positive emotions in a 3-to-1 ratio with negative ones leads to a tipping point beyond which we 
naturally become more resilient to adversity. So let's train our brains to find the joy.  
 

 
 
  

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-meals/how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/
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Fundraising 

Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the retailer you want to shop with and click 
out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and your 
experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase 
to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

 

Friends of Brakenhale  

Our tax-free fundraising campaign page is now live: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027 

Friends of Brakenhale support the raising of additional funds to support the Brakenhale School community. Please 
help us to raise money by supporting our events. Any donation small or large will help to directly support the school 
and local community. 

 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to the most recent prize draw winners.  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are continually looking to increase new 
members each month, so if you have not signed up yet 
now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer.  

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery    You have to be in it to win it.  

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Vacancies 

 

 Receptionist / Admin Assistant 

 Science Teacher 

 Computer Science/Business Teacher  

 Senior Science Technician 

 Invigilator 

 Intervention Coordinator 

 Teaching Assistant 

Please visit our website for more details: 
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 
 

Feedback Initiative 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at any time, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.       Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

Fab         Drab     Staff Member of the Week 

 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 

Monday 21st June Year 10 and 12 PPEs start 

Wednesday 23rd June Year 9 Army Engagement Programme 

Sixth Form Transition Day 1 

Friday 25th June PGL Weekend 

Monday 28th June School Nurse Drop-in Clinic, lunchtime 

Monday 5th July Raising and Giving (RAG) Week 

 
 
 

Term Dates 2020-21 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

INSET Days Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
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Term Dates 2021-22 

 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN TERM 2021 

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 Inset Days 

Friday 3rd September (Year 7 only) – Friday 17th December 2021 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 25th to Friday 29th October 2021 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2022 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2022 

Tuesday 4th January – Friday 1st April 2022 

Spring Half Term - Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

Spring Holiday: Monday 4th to Monday 18th April 2022 

(Good Friday 15th April, Easter Monday 18th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Tuesday 19th April – Tuesday 19th July 2022 

Summer Half Term - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Wednesday 20th July 2022 

(May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022) 

INSET Days Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 

  Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 

       
 

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

