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Parent News: Friday 28th May 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I am so thrilled that we have managed to complete a full half term in school! We haven't been able to do this 
since the Autumn term 2019! A huge thank you to you all for working in partnership with myself and 
#teambrakenhale to keep the school going through your adherence to the covid measures and the weekly 
testing. Although the situation has most definitely improved there are signs in some areas of a rise in cases and 
it is important that the home testing continues to help us prevent any spread within our community. 

We have also now been able to evaluate the use of our new main entrance on Rectory Lane and after taking 
feedback from you about the drop off zones and the markings in the car park we have now amended some of 
our signage and ordered some more to highlight the entry and exit area. As a result, as per the schoolcomms you 
received yesterday, we would now like to trial the Rectory Lane entrance as being the sole entry and exit point 
for everyone coming into the school. This will also help alleviate the ongoing concerns of residents and traffic 
enforcement officers over the congestion in Coningsby. Please can I ask you to support me in dropping off and 
picking up students only via the main car park and not on Rectory Lane which can be incredibly dangerous. Please 
do feedback to me on how this system works after half term.  

Student of the week: 

Amber Woodcock - For being an outstanding student runner. 

Sophie Mann - For her passion for learning and doing what she needs to do to be the very best that she can be. 

Kyle Woolerton - for showing real courage in supporting a fellow student. 

Fab: 

 My children absolutely love Brakenhale School and have shown a great level of maturity since starting here 
last September. 

Drab: 

 Emails to teachers are answered so quickly, but general enquiries to main reception@brakenhale.co.uk take 
days for a response, sometimes you don't even get one.  Is there any way to make it more efficient?  Even 
an automatic reply letting us know the email has been read and is being dealt with. 
I'm sorry to hear that you have not experienced a quick response from emails to main reception.  This is not 
something that we have been made aware of in the past.  Please can you email me at headteacher@ 
brakenhale.co.uk the message that you've sent in and I can look into what has happened here.  

 I think it's very unfair that my child and myself can only pick 8 subjects out of 13 for Year 8 Parents’ Evening. 
We found it was difficult to choose. I think all subjects are equally important and I would have liked to 
discuss my child with each teacher in all subjects. I know the reason why we have been asked to book for 8, 
but Year 9 was over zoom and I was able to speak to all the teachers from each subject.  
I'm sorry to hear of your frustration over the online parents evening appointments. The system only allows 
a parent to book 8 appointments and this is out of our control. If you would like to virtually meet with the 
other teachers that you haven't had a chance to book in with please email them directly and they will be 
able to set up a time for you separate to the system.   

Staff member of the week: 

Mrs Millard  She dedicates so much time for the Sixth Form dance students and gives up her free time to give 
  us extra training and experience. 

20th March 2020 
Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
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Quote of the week: 

‘You are the artist of your own life. Don’t hand the paintbrush to anyone else’ 

Have a truly lovely half term, please take care and let's hope the sunshine remains! 

Best wishes, 

Jane Coley, Headteacher 

 

 

What’s on next week 

Next Week (after half term): B 

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June Half term break 

Tuesday 8th June CCF Meeting, 3.30-5.30pm 

Wednesday 9th June Year 9 Army Engagement Programme 

Thursday 10th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening, 4-8pm 

Friday 11th to Sunday 13th June Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

 

Covid Testing over May half-term 

Please continue with twice weekly Covid Testing over the half term and submit results via Test Register.  If students 
or staff need additional tests they should collect them from the Medical room. 

The government has advised us of the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

Outgrown / Unwanted Uniform and PE Kit; Tie Donations 

If you have any outgrown or no-longer-needed school uniform (including Blazers) or PE 
kits, please would you kindly consider donating them to the school. We would also 
appreciate any tie donations.  Items can be handed in to Mrs McCrorie in the book room 
at the back of the LRC on the first floor. Thank you.  

Mrs McCrorie, Curriculum Support 

  

https://testregister.co.uk/login
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Tools for Learning 

Please remember that Tools for Learning purchased via Parent Pay should be collected from Main Reception. 

Items can also be purchased for cash from Mrs McCrorie in the LRC Book Room. 

Thank you   School Office 

 

 

 

 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Corner 

PRIDE MONTH 

Before Coivd-19 changed our way of living, June is normally Pride Month in the UK (and 
other parts of the world). Pride remembers the Stonewall riots which took place in 
1969, this led to LGBTQ+ liberalisation in the USA and other parts of the world. It allows 
members of the LGBTQ+ community, who like many other communities who have 
been repressed, to march until global equality is achieved.  
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This week I undertook some training with a Transgender Charity called Mermaids. The 
training was both fascinating and scary with some of the information they shared, 
around the damaging effects of Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia (HBT) 
behaviour to young people. A government-commissioned report found, 86% of young 
people have heard HBT abuse, 50% of LGBTQ+ young people don’t feel they could 
‘come out’ safely. In addition the report shared that young people that are transgender 

are more likely to suffer mental illnesses, such as: depression, anxiety and panic attacks. However if we use the 
correct pronouns this can reduce significantly. So this half term, while we look for the rainbows, let us remind 
ourselves we are all born the same and we are all people; it is down to us to call out HBT behaviour, along with all 
forms of discrimination. 

Vesak 

This week members of our Buddhist Community will be celebrating Vesak. Buddhism is 
the sixth largest religion in the UK. Within East Asian Buddhism, they remember the 
Birth of the Buddha during Vesak. Many Buddhists will celebrate by releasing lanterns 
into the sky, performing good deeds, going to temple and chanting. We would like to 
wish all members of our community who identify as Buddhist a very happy Vesak.  

Mr Vegh (He/Him), Head of EDI and Mrs Lister, SLT 

 

 

 

 

Young Interpreters Club 

Every Friday at lunchtime in F05 

At Brakenhale we value the diversity of cultures and the importance of using 
first language. Therefore The Young Interpreter club gave a chance to our 
lovely students who speak different languages to gather, practice their 
languages and do activities with other students. 

One of our activities was to write something we like about the school in our 
home languages and here are some examples.  

 

Things I like about The Brakenhale School by Joanna Alexia Cu, a Year 7 Filipino speaker:    

And gustong-gusto ko sa aking paaralan ay malaki at magagandang silid aralan at gusto ko din 
ang aming uniporme. Ang lahat ng aking mga guro ay magag ling mabubuti at mabait. Ang 
aking paboritong paksa ay Ingles. 

I love that my school has big and beautiful classrooms and I also like our uniforms. All my teachers are good and 
kind. My favourite subject is English. 

Things I like about The Brakenhale school by Jakub Fortuna, a Year 7 Polish speaker:  

Część, nazywam się Jakub i ja chodze do Brakenhale. Lubie szkole bo jest fajnie tutaj. Lubię 
naukę science najbardziej. Lubię science, bo uważam ja interesująca. Budynek szkoły jest 
ogromny ale łatwo się po nim poruszać.   

My name is Jakub and I go to Brakenhale. I like school because it's fun here. I like science the 
most because I find it interesting. The school building is huge but easy to get around. 

Mrs Fandi, EAL Coordinator  
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Local History Display in the LRC 

Three of our Student Librarians have put together a display on local history.  Take a look at the maps, the first one 
doesn’t have Bracknell on it at all.  See the difference between the last two and see how much Bracknell has grown  

Check out the picture from 1901 and see if you can recognise any buildings that still remain today. 

Read the fun facts and see how Bracknell became the most successful ‘New Town’. 

 

Mrs Daniels, LRC Manager 

 

 

Writing Competition 

We would like to congratulate the following students for entering the Unsolved writing competition for young 
writers.  We hope you had fun writing your mystery and would like to wish you good luck :) 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Sixth Form 

Sachleen Rana 

India Lenarduzzi 

 

Shaurya Joshi 

James Carr 

Caitlyn Iceton 

Oliver Marsh 

 

Aleena Hussain 

 

Alina Bradley 

 

 

We look forward to hearing about the results towards the middle of next month. 

Mrs Lewis, English Teacher 
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PE Update 

New Extra Curricular Timetable for after half term 
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PE Champions 

Please see who has been an 
amazing an PE Champion 
this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: ME in PE: In the summer term it is Physical ME and Leading ME  
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Mr M Potter, Head of PE and Mr C Maye, Second in PE 

 

Follow us . . . 

On Twitter & Instagram: 
  

@brakenhalepe    
#teambrakenhale    

#brakenhalepe    #bekind 

  



Brakenhale School News  28.05.21 
 

 

 

High Expectations and Challenge 
 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs – Non Sporting 
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House Points this Week 

We continue to recognise the hard work that our students are doing through our House System by issuing House 
Points.  It has been amazing to see so many of our students rewarded with many achievement points this week 
across the departments.   

Keep up the Hard work!  Congratuations to everyone who has gained house points this week: 

 

Achievement Points This Week 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Total 

Academic Points 546 329 395 207 3 0 0 1480 

Aspiration Points 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Community Points 23 27 23 5 0 0 0 78 

Community Points Out and About 
MDS 

4 11 0 0 0 0 0 15 

Culture Points 42 26 69 0 0 0 0 137 

Leadership Points 31 0 2 2 0 0 0 35 

Physical Points 267 117 36 79 0 0 0 499 

Total 913 514 525 293 3 0 0 2248 

 

House Points This Week 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Total 

Farley (BLUE) 234 130 129 59 0 0 0 552 

Jennetts (YELLOW) 227 135 125 62 0 0 0 549 

Swinley (RED) 229 113 128 85 0 0 0 555 

Temple (GREEN) 223 136 143 87 3 0 0 592 

Total 913 514 525 293 3 0 0 2248 

 

 

Most  
Achievement Points 

 
House  

Winners 

Year 7  Temple 
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Identity 
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Mrs Lewis, Identity 
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https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MatthewReidCoaching2/Coaching/Junior
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School Dining Hall 

 

The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students as follows: 

7.45-8.30: Breakfast which includes: 
Fresh Fruit / Yoghurt bar / Cereals / Bacon or Sausage Rolls / Danish Pastries / Hot Chocolate 

10.00-11.30: Break-time (staggered) 

12.30-2.00: Lunch-time (staggered) 

3.05:   Any unsold food may be purchased at half price by cash or account 

Our in-house caterers have a fresh approach to food and we have a number of different meal deals and a hot 
school meal, which includes either a drink or a pudding.   

A selection of sandwiches, pizza slices, salad and pasta are also available. 

More information and sample menus are available on www.brakenhale.co.uk/pastoral-support/parent-zone/  

 

There is a 3 week menu rotation, please see below.   Next week (after half term - 7th June) will be week 2: 

 

 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager 

  

http://brakenhale.co.uk/pastoral-support/parent-zone/
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Free School Meals 

The Admissions Department of Bracknell Forest Council handles the authorisation and administration of Free School 
Meals.  If you think your son/daughter may qualify, please complete the Bracknell Forest Council application form 
via the link below. 

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/.../how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals 

It is worthwhile applying for Free School Meals entitlement even if your child does not require a school lunch 
because your son/daughter may receive financial assistance with other school related expenses. 

During lockdown weekly food parcels can be collected from Main Reception between 10am and 12noon. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager 

 

 

Action for Happiness  

Find out more information here :  https://www.actionforhappiness.org/      
 
Joyful June 2021 
This month's theme is all about finding the joy in life, even when things are difficult.  Research has shown that 
experiencing positive emotions in a 3-to-1 ratio with negative ones leads to a tipping point beyond which we 
naturally become more resilient to adversity. So let's train our brains to find the joy.  
 

 
 
  

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-meals/how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/
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Fundraising 

Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the retailer you want to shop with and click 
out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and your 
experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase 
to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

 

Friends of Brakenhale  

Our tax-free fundraising campaign page is now live: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027 

Friends of Brakenhale support the raising of additional funds to support the Brakenhale School community. Please 
help us to raise money by supporting our events. Any donation small or large will help to directly support the school 
and local community. 

 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to the most recent prize draw winners.  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are continually looking to increase new 
members each month, so if you have not signed up yet 
now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer.  

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery    You have to be in it to win it.  

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Vacancies 

 

 Headteacher 

 Receptionist / Admin Assistant 

 Science Teacher 

 Computer Science/Business Teacher  

 Senior Science Technician 

 Invigilator 

 Intervention Coordinator 

 Teaching Assistant 

Please visit our website for more details: 
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 
 

Feedback Initiative 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at any time, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.       Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

Fab         Drab     Staff Member of the Week 

 

Future Diary Dates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 

Wednesday 16th June Year 9 Army Engagement Programme 

Thursday 17th June Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 21st June Year 10 and 12 PPEs start 

Wednesday 23rd June Year 9 Army Engagement Programme 

Sixth Form Transition Day 1 

 
 
 

Term Dates 2020-21 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

INSET Days Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
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Term Dates 2021-22 

 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN TERM 2021 

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 Inset Days 

Friday 3rd September (Year 7 only) – Friday 17th December 2021 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 25th to Friday 29th October 2021 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2022 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2022 

Tuesday 4th January – Friday 1st April 2022 

Spring Half Term - Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

Spring Holiday: Monday 4th to Monday 18th April 2022 

(Good Friday 15th April, Easter Monday 18th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Tuesday 19th April – Tuesday 19th July 2022 

Summer Half Term - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Wednesday 20th July 2022 

(May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022) 

INSET Days Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 

  Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 

       
 

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author

