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Parent News: Friday 5th February 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As we reach the end of another week we have spent some time reflecting on how things have gone across this 
half term and really appreciate the feedback that many students gave us on the lesson survey.  They have done 
really well to maintain their motivation with live lessons.  I appreciate all the hard work that both students and 
parents are putting in and being a mum myself I totally understand that things can be really tough at home at 
the moment.  Multi-tasking and all being together in sometimes a very small space is starting to take its toll and 
I know that some are finding it harder than others.  Staff will continue to make contact with students and families 
so please feel free to chat through any concerns you have. 

Next Friday (12th February) we will be having a ‘Digital Detox Day’ - more details to follow.  There will be a range 
of activities taking place for students to choose from.  No live lessons will be held.  We will also be sending out a 
new timetable to start after half term which includes 3 hours of Physical Education and Performing Arts across 
the week.  We hope that this goes some way to support the wellbeing of our students whilst continuing with 
their live lessons and school work.  

A big thank you to Robyn's Nest for their incredibly delicious cake delivery again this week.  We are very grateful 
for your kind words and thoughts. 

SLT Assemblies: 

Ms Whitaker presented a very thoughtful assembly on the need to understand our differences.  Being different 
makes us a strong community and it is important that we all value every single part of our community no matter 
their background or beliefs. 

Student of the week: 

Congratulations to Lydia Gray in Year 10, Justyna Bawej in Year 11 and Brooke Mason-Zalecki in Year 10 for 
gaining a work experience place with Spotify - amazing news! 

Bethia Prior in Year 9 - Bethia has supplied a weeks’ worth of her work in order to allow senior staff to monitor 
what is being set.  Both Bethia and her mum were very helpful in getting this together for us. 

Fab: 

• Thank you to Ms Shan, I reached out as my daughter was having a bad day and she took the time to call 
her and give her some emotional support which was a massive help for her, she really looks up to Ms 
Shan.  Hope you are well and thank you for all your hard work.  Online lessons for Years 7 and 10 are brill 
and add much needed structure to their day.  

• Thank you for being truly incredible, you are all amazing!  We are so grateful for all you do for the 
community. 

• You are all working so hard.  Had a lovely call from the team checking we’re all OK here at home.  Such 
a caring school.  Take care everyone. 

• As a parent of a Brakenhale student I’d like to say a massive thank you to Robyn’s Nest for thinking of 
Brakenhale staff and a humongous thank you to the team at Brakenhale… the support, communication, 
community spirit, quality of teaching and always seeing a positive has truly shined over the last few 
months. 

Drab: 

• With students spending 5 hours per day in front of the screen doing live lessons, it is unreasonable to 
also set homework. This increases my children's stress level during an already difficult time. 

 I fully understand what you are saying and hopefully the revised timetable after half term will alleviate 
 stress levels.  Where homework is not necessary, we are encouraging staff not to set it at this time.   

20th March 2020 
Brakenhale School 

Parent News 
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Staff member of the week: 

Miss Ioannidis  Throughout lockdown Miss has been a huge support to me and my learning, always checking in 
  and doing her best.  

Mrs Palmer Always goes above and beyond to help, can always go to her and she sorts the problem out. 

Quote of the week: 

‘The sun will shine on you again and the clouds will go away.’ - Captain Tom Moore 1920-2021 

Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes 

Jane Coley, Headteacher  

 

Building Works 

We are so excited that the building works at the front of the school are almost completed.  Ms Coley and Mr Elsey 
attended the last of 35 build meeting that have taken place over the last 4 ½ years – the end is in sight!  The main 
pedestrian footpath up to main reception is complete and the new bicycle sheds and courts now sit proudly where 
the old Technology and Science blocks use to be. 

     

   

 

Character Challenge (Fun Fridays) and House Competitions 

Thank you to everyone who has been submitting entries.  Please find below the winners for Winter Photography 
and Tap to Tidy. 

Celebrating the winners: Winter Photography 

Year  Winner 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Year 7 Zebi S, Farley Mia W, Swinley Isabella Q, Swinley 

Year 8 Billy L, Temple Olivia C, Temple Frazer H, Jennetts 

Year 9 Sofia V, Swinley Casey M, Farley Liviu R, Swinley 

Year 10 Connor P, Farley Finley D, Swinley 
Victoria T, Farley 
Thomas M, Farley 

Year 11 Ellie E, Farley Lauren S, Temple  
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Tap to Tidy Winners 

Year  Winner 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Year 7 Henry F, Temple Harrison F, Farley Saffron R, Jennetts 

Year 8 Jessica K, Jennetts Jun Nan K, Temple  

Year 9 Casey M, Farley   

Sixth Form Ellie C, Jennetts   

Week Ending 5th February: 50 Word Story 

Well done to everyone who put their pen to paper this week: 
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Next Week 

Here is the Challenge for next week, which will 
come under our Character: Physical (Courage). 

Please send your entries to 

character@brakenhale.co.uk. 

We would like to encourage as many students, 
young and old, to get involved! 

Mr R Beukes, Assistant Headteacher 

Each entry will receive 3 House Points in line 
with the Character Strength.  A winner and a 
runner up will be selected and awarded 
additional points: 

 1st place = 10 additional House Points 

 2nd place  = 5 additional House Points 

 3rd place = 3 additional House Points 

 

  

mailto:character@brakenhale.co.uk
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House Points this Week:  

We continue to recognise the hard work that our students are doing through our House System by issuing House 
Points.  It has been amazing to see so many of our students rewarded with so many achievement points this week 
across the departments. 

Keep up the Hard work!  Congratuations to everyone who has gained house points this week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most  
Achievement Points 

 
House  

Winners 

Year 9  Jennetts 
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Looking after our mental health 

 

We would like to 
share this 
information about 
‘Time to Talk’.  There 
is a mental health 
workshop that is still 
available on Thursday 
11th February for 
students to join.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the  
Loneliness and 
 Re-Connection 
information below 
for adults to help 
young people who 
may be struggling 
with loneliness that 
could lead to further 
mental health issues. 

Many thanks to Bath, 
Manchester and UCL 
universities for the 
infographic. 
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Free Confidence 
Masterclasses in Half Term 

Please find a link here to 5 
FREE masterclasses during 
February half term, helping 
to improve self-esteem, 
confidence, and resilience 
during these difficult times. 

Linkedin Link 

 

Clair Gill, Director of 
Safeguarding & Intervention 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/activity-6759525923403382784-A2fg
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PE Update 

Hello everyone! 

Interview with PE 

Meet The Team No 3 –  This week’s instalment of getting 
to know your PE Department is an interview with the long 
serving member of PE Mr Boucher 

 

Competition Time 

Brakenhale PE wants you to showcase your crazy skills Part 
3!!!  This week we are looking for creativity! Can you get 
creative with your throw maybe over the shoulder throw? 
Remember to share with us your success! 

 

 

Brakenhales Teachers Vs Students Step Challenge 

Please continue to send all evidence to Miss Butler 
abutler@brakenhale.co.uk  

Please check the school website for a weekly updated step count monitor: 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/pe-lockdown-challenge-january-2021/ 

Please ensure that you are doing this challenge safely and within Government guidelines!! 

 

L C   W  

CH LLE  E 

PE  

B   E H LE 

https://brakenhale.co.uk/pe-lockdown-challenge-january-2021/
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Assessment: ME in PE 

Your son/daughter will be assessed in 4 major areas, 2 per term, each 
known as a 'ME in PE'.  These are: 

• Physical ME (assessed every term, all throughout out the year) 

• Social ME (assessed term 1 - September to December) 

• Thinking ME (assessed term 2 - January to March) 

• Leading ME (assessed term 3 - April to July) 

Assessment criteria 

                    

 

 

PE Champions of Week 

 

 

Mr M Potter, Head of PE   

Mr C Maye, Second in PE 

On Twitter & Instagram:   

@brakenhalepe    

#teambrakenhale  

#brakenhalepe  

#bekind  
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 ational  pprenticeship Week –  ext Week 

 

  

Click Here 

Click Here 

Click Here 

Click Here 

Click Here 

Click Here 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nhs-apprenticeships-virtual-insight-event-tickets-138230307571
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wanting-a-career-in-tech-virtual-insight-event-with-bt-tickets-136408995979
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/key-skills-webinar-job-ready-scheme-kick-off-event-tickets-138456498113
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/interested-in-the-legal-sector-join-our-virtual-insight-event-with-co-op-tickets-131857416081
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/educating-the-educators-with-pret-hilton-bourne-leisure-tickets-138300812453
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainability-in-early-careers-with-dyson-wwf-kennedys-law-tickets-138421994913
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Identity 

 

February is LGBTQ+ History month and as a 
history specialist I thought this would be a 
great opportunity for students to learn 
about some key LGBTQ+ individuals relevant 
to their subjects. I have included some 
examples of these here and students should 
stay tuned for the rest of February to hear 
more about some of these amazing people! 

Miss Bunkell, Head of History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make an LGBT inclusive story book aimed at primary school children. You could make an e-book in PowerPoint or 
Scratch, or it could be a paper book. Watch some of Pop’n’Olly’s videos for inspiration: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpjrpLd11TqcVXag6sPSU3A  

You have until Friday 12th February to complete your task.  
Then submit your entries to dbunkell@brakenhale.co.uk to receive character points! 

  

Identity News! 

Identity does Taskmaster! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpjrpLd11TqcVXag6sPSU3A
mailto:dbunkell@brakenhale.co.uk
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Parenting Special Children 

Parenting Special Children are running the following events online via Zoom. They are free for Berkshire families 
or at a nominal cost.  Please click on the highlighted event title for further information and to book. 

PSC are working in partnership with Autism Berkshire to provide Autism and ADHD related support under the new 
'Berkshire West Autism and ADHD Service'. You can see events provided by Autism Berkshire here. 

Social Interaction Skills Group Course for West Berkshire Children and Young People 
A six week course for young people in mainstream education (aged 11 to 16, school year groups 7 to 11) with a 
diagnosis of Autism/ADHD, or who are awaiting an assessment, and registered with a GP practice in the West 
Berkshire NHS area (Reading, West Berkshire, Wokingham). The course will focus on independence, self-
advocacy, friendships, self-esteem and knowing ourselves. Starting in February 2021. Please click the title above 
for further information. 

 

On Demand Presentations 

Sleep Tips for Children and Young People (age 8+) 

A 12 minute presentation for children and young people (age 8+). Available to view on demand until 30 April. £2 
per download. 

Sleep Tips for Teens 

A 40 minute presentation for teenagers who struggle with their sleep.  
Available to view on demand until 30 April. £2 per download. 

For help and advice or if you just need to talk: 

Helpline and Diagnosis Support Service (Mon – Thurs, 10am – 2.30pm) 
Tel: 0118 9863532, email: dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 

Trauma and Attachment Service   
Tel: 07557 102623, email: tas@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 

Sleep Service   
Email: sleep@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk  

https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=42734c4da7&e=7a7683c3a3
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=45a78e7afe&e=7a7683c3a3
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=84d1c8d996&e=7a7683c3a3
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=be2b93cfdc&e=7a7683c3a3
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=9084a1198c&e=7a7683c3a3
mailto:dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:tas@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:sleep@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
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Community Support Groups 
Tel: 07810 689679, email: supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 
For any other enquiries please email admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk  

Miss Manisier, Student Support 

 

 

Literacy 

Spellings 

There are so many different ways to learn our spellings. I used the old-fashioned method of ‘look-cover-spell-
check’ when I was at primary school but that is many moons ago now. It may be an oldie but it is a goldie - 
however there are other methods that might suit your learning style a little bit more.... 

Check some of these out: 

• Look-Cover-Spell-Check  

• Songs and rhymes to remember how to spell tricky spellings’ and ‘I before E except after C’ and ‘Mrs. D, 
Mrs. I, Mrs. F,F,I, Mrs. C, Mrs. U, Mrs. L,T,Y’ 

• Acronyms can be useful as we create a word for each letter to help 
us spell it correctly,  
like ‘Big Elephants Can’t Always Use Small Exits’ [BECAUSE]  
and ‘Rhythm Helps Your Two Hips Move’ [RHYTHM]. 

• Making up sayings or phrases,  
like ‘there’s A RAT in separate’  
and ‘an island IS LAND surrounded by water’.  
This one helps me out all the time ‘ deSSerts are Super Sweet and 
deSerts are Stifling’. 

How will this help me with my spellings?  

You may already know what works for you but you may want to try some of these out for size. What word do you 
find tricky? Which technique will help you remember the correct spelling of this word? Remember these 
techniques next time you come face-to-face with a tricky spelling and practise, practise, practise: practise makes 
perfect! There is no secret trick to learning spellings; you just need to practise.  

But what about… 

Feel free to share any words that you are struggling with, with Mrs. Lewis and together, you can find the best way 
to learn that word, once and for all :) 

dlewis@brakenhale.co.uk 

Mrs Lewis, Literacy Lead 

  

mailto:supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
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 ttendance 

If your son/daughter is unwell or has a medical appointment where they are unable to attend online/live lessons 
can you please inform us by sending a message via gateway or emailing attendance@brakenhale.co.uk. 

We still need to report any students that have Covid-19 symptoms and if tested the results and if they are isolating 
due to a member of their household/bubble having a positive test.   

If this is the case can you please complete the form on the following link:-  

Covid Notification Form 

The form can also be found on the front page of the school website. 

 

 

 ction for Happiness – Happier January 

Friendly February 2021  :  https://www.actionforhappiness.org/      
Daily actions to help you stay connected to others. 
We need each other more than ever right now! This month let's focus on reaching out to connect with others and 
doing our best to be a good friend. Our acts of kindness and connection ripple out and impact so many more 
people than we realise - and they also boost our own happy hormones too! In stressful times people around us 
may be feeling the strain, so let's try to keep calm, take time to listen and show compassion. 
 

 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczdSouf2f9HlWpP6S0ZGuxeeGzgScK_uQ8qiBXUxiAaKSh9A/viewform
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/
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Fundraising 

Easy Fundraising 

With easyfundraising.org.uk you collect free donations to your 
selected cause every time you shop.  You can make a big difference on 
everything from groceries to getaways and it doesn’t cost you a 
penny!   

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3083 shops 
and sites they give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase 
which is turned into a donation for your selected good cause. 

When you visit the website easyfundraising.org.uk - simply search for the retailer you want to shop with and click 
out to them using the green 'Go Shopping' button. You will be taken straight to the retailer’s website and your 
experience will be identical as if you had gone there directly but easyfundraising will be able to track your purchase 
to ensure a donation for your good cause. 

You can also install their Donation Reminder - this means a box will appear if you are shopping with a retailer who 
participates in the Donation Reminder and you don't even need to visit the easyfundraising site! All you need to do 
is click Activate Donations and any eligible purchase will be recorded for you. Take a look at the Donation Reminder 
here. The Donation Reminder is supported by Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Safari but can't work on 
mobile phones or tablets. 

Shopping on your mobile? No problem, for mobile phones and tablets there is the handy easyfundraising App, 
perfect if you like to shop on the go and available completely free of charge from your App store. Now you can not 
only shop using it but you can check out your own donation total and see how your cause is getting on too. More 
information can be found here. 

 

Friends of Brakenhale  

Our tax-free fundraising campaign page is now live: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027 

Friends of Brakenhale support the raising of additional funds to support the Brakenhale School community. Please 
help us to raise money by supporting our events. Any donation small or large will help to directly support the school 
and local community. 

 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to the most recent prize draw winners.  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school 
lottery.  We are continually looking to increase new 
members each month, so if you have not signed up yet now 
is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize 
(approximately £20 depending on participants, which 
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a 
weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this 
summer.  

Click on the link today and join up: Support the Brakenhale Lottery    You have to be in it to win it.  

  

Don’t forget to shop through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to 

effortlessly help raise money for the 

school! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=9819&charityId=1018027
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Free School Meals 

The Admissions Department of Bracknell Forest Council handles the authorisation and administration of Free School 
Meals.  If you think your son/daughter may qualify, please complete the Bracknell Forest Council application form 
via the link below. 

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/.../how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals 

It is worthwhile applying for Free School Meals entitlement even if your child does not require a school lunch 
because your son/daughter may receive financial assistance with other school related expenses. 

During lockdown weekly food parcels can be collected from Main Reception between 10am and 12noon. 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager 

 

 

 

Vacancies 

 

• Science Teacher 

• English Teacher 

• Performing Arts Teacher 

Please visit our website for more details: 
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 
 
 

Feedback Initiative 

We would encourage you to submit your views and feedback at any time, and we look forward to hearing from 
you regularly.   

Electronic submission:  

 

 

 

 

Fab         Drab     Staff Member of the Week 

 

 

Future  iary  ates 

* Please note that all events may be subject to change 
 

Monday 15th to Friday 19th February Spring Half Term Break 

 
 

 

 

FAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what you like 

about the school 

Staff Member of 
the Week 

Please click to let us have your 
nominations for members of staff who 

have exceeded your expectations 

 

DRAB 
Please click to share with us 
your views on what we can 

do to improve 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-meals/how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://goo.gl/forms/LKCZ0SvffWvS7I8A3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrHsbk-gpWH2fq-gWtLdWIIADusUgeR3U-HygYja24lY7AQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8ZQX1Mw2PiGQLCbFD0_AP4YJkejjniyA3QmmetivLM9cMgQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEEQtFB6Wq16do9jjyJ4rX8_WfMJIRsMr3PvfhX1cGYSow2Q/viewform


Brakenhale School News  05.02.21 
 

 

 

Brakenhale School,  ectory Lane, Bracknell, Berkshire   12 7B  
 01344 423041 ~  mainreception@brakenhale.co.uk ~  www.brakenhale.co.uk 

High Expectations and Challenge 

Term  ates 

 

Term Dates 2020-21 

 

SPRING TERM 2021 

Tuesday 5th January – Thursday 1st April 2021 

Spring Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Spring Holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

(Good Friday 2nd April, Easter Monday 5th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Monday 19th April – Friday 16th July 2021 

Summer Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 22nd July 2021 

INSET Days Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

  Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
 
 

       
 

brakenhale.co.uk 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor

