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Parent News: Monday 13th September 2021 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope this finds you well! 

Further to my letter to you on Friday, this Parent News includes 
some reminders and notices that are worth sharing at this point 
in the year. Please do look through the next six pages and inform 
relevant members of staff / teams (or contact us by email on 
mainreception@brakenhale.co.uk) if there are any questions. 

Some of you have contacted me since my letter and thank you 
for doing so. If I have not yet got back to you, I will do so shortly. 

I've now been in post for two weeks and it's been great seeing our children returning after the summer break. I 
have been utterly impressed by the standards in the uniform; as I stand at the school gate each morning, they 
enter looking immaculate. If there is a uniform issue, please ensure to alert the respective Head of Year. The 
line-ups in the morning are adhered to meticulously and I can stand in the courtyards seeing hundreds of children 
walking to classrooms, in silence - wonderful to witness. As I have been walking the corridors and popping into 
classrooms, the calm environment is one that enables great learning to ensue. This is excellent to see and must 
be maintained. I've had an enjoyable first two weeks and long may this be the case! 

In my letter, I mentioned the car park at the beginning and end of the day. To reiterate, I want to encourage 
parents / carers who drive to drop their child / children to school to not come into the car park.  I appreciate 
that the closure of the Coningsby gate has meant all students now enter through the one entrance on Rectory 
Lane. However, this is deliberate. All students can be greeted at the same place and where their uniform can  
be corrected, if it isn't as it should be. I know some of you have already contacted the school but if there is  
a need for you to drop off your child / children for a mobility issue, for example, please email 
mainreception@brakenhale.co.uk to inform us. I am happy for this to be the case for a small number but the 
sheer volume of vehicles in and out of the gate must be lessened. 

This Thursday (16th September) is our Open Evening for in-coming Year 6 families, for 2022/23. As a reminder, 
the school day will end at 2pm for all students. Friday is a normal school day so all students should be in line-up 
promptly. For Year 7 parents / carers, there is a 'Meet the Tutor' event later in the term where you will be able 
to see the building and Ms Douse / Mr Coley will be in touch about this. Please can I ask that you do not turn up 
on Thursday unless you have a child in Year 6. This is to manage the flow of people and avoid lengthy queues. 

Also, later this half term, I will be holding three 'Meet the Headteacher' events after school. This will be an 
opportunity for you to come in and see me, and the school. Invites to these will be sent out at a future date. You 
will be able to book on for these and they are open to parents / carers of children in any year group. 

I look forward to seeing you in person in due course and I will write to you again soon. We will not have a weekly 
'Parents News' to avoid a repetition of notices time and again. My aim as the Headteacher of our wonderful 
school is to ensure that our children receive the best education as this opens doors and will accelerate their life 
chances. I look forward to working with you all to enable this.  

Bhavin Tailor, Headteacher 
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School Reminders 

Student Contact Information 

Please ensure that you keep the school updated with any changes to your contact 
details, especially email addresses and mobile phone numbers. 

We use schoolcomms messages to keep you updated on information regarding your students. If for any reason you 
are not receiving our messages, please call the school office and we will be happy help. 

If we do not hold any email contacts for you, this will result in a delay to you receiving messages as paper copies 
will need to be sent home by post. 

School Gateway App 

This app provides you with the opportunity to be able to view your child's 
achievements and check their weekly timetable. 

If you have any problems accessing information, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

Biometric 

We use fingerprint scanning at school as a safe a secure way for students to take their books from the 
library and also to purchase their food from the canteen.  If your child has not had their fingerprint 
taken, they can do this take by going to the Library during break or lunchtimes.  They will need to 
have a consent form completed and signed before the fingerprints can be taken. 

Please contact the school office for more information. 

ParentPay 

ParentPay is the easiest way to make payments for your son/daughter’s lunch money and any 
trips your child will be attending.  If you do not currently have a login for ParentPay, please 
contact the school office who will be able issue you with details.  If you are experiencing any 
problems with your account, please contact us. 

Please ensure that sufficient money is added to your child’s dinner money account and accounts are kept in credit 
to enable students to purchase their food. 

Cycling to School 

Student safety is really important to us.   

Can we please remind parents that to cycle or scooter to school students need a permit and compulsory helmet.   

Can parents please keep reinforcing the message and remind students that the helmet must be worn securely and 
has to be put on before they leave the bike area at the end of the school day.  Students must also dismount their 
cycle on entering the school site and walk them to the cycle sheds.  

Please note that electric scooters are not allowed in school.   
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Successful Young Writers 

Mrs Lewis, English Teacher 

Before the Summer, students had an opportunity to write their own short story as part of an outside writing 
competition with Young Writers. I would like to congratulate the following students for taking part and successfully 
being chosen for publication. A massive well done to you! 

Poem Title Child's Name 

Smultrostalle Aleena Hussain 

The Only Thing We Can Do Chloe Farr 

Truth Or Death? India Lenarduzzi 

These stories, along with previous successful young writers, are displayed in the English corridor, next to F10. 
Come and read them and be amazed by the talent we have here at Brakenhale. 

Keep a look out for other writing opportunities that will come out throughout the year as well as reading 
challenges too. Remember nothing is as expensive as a missed opportunity. 
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PE Update 

Mr Potter, Head of PE  Mr Maye, Second in PE 

 

Welcome back to PE @ Brakenhale! I all 
hope you have summered well and are 
looking forward to getting back to being 
physically active and engaged in the subject. 
The staff team and I are looking forward to 
getting pupils back into our lessons and 
seeing them active in our new after school 
sessions, but more on that in a minute. 

 

We welcome the addition of Mr Collins to 
PE this year and some of you will be taught 
by him. He brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience of teaching PE down in 
Australia, so we are looking forward to 
learning a few things from him as well. 

 

After school activities will look different this year....we are proud to announce our new MATES PARTICIPATE 
strategy. We want you to be active and engaged with your mates after school, as this is the best way to stay fit and 
keep active! So, if you want to come down and play basketball with your buds, or have a session in the fitness suite 
with your friends, then do it, we welcome you! Tell your parents, bring your kit, sign in with PE staff and do it! This 
will be the week beginning Monday 20th September. 

 

We also look forward to the return of school fixtures, we have 
some rugby coming up so maybe some of you boys will want to 
get out and train ready for those, in our MATES PARTICIPATE 
clubs after school! 

Our usual high standards will be expected in PE, especially with 
PE kit so please read the bits along with this and make sure you 
are organised.  

If you have any questions or queries regarding PE, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Upcoming Fixtures 

 Year 9 Boys Football 
o English Schools FA Cup - (Home)  
o Brakenhale School vs The Winston Churchill School 
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School Dining Hall 

Taz Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk 

The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students as follows: 

7.45 - 8.30  Breakfast which includes: 
Fresh Fruit / Yoghurt bar / Cereals / Bacon or Sausage Rolls / Danish Pastries / Hot Chocolate 

10.00 – 11.30 Break-time (staggered) 
12.30 – 2.00 Lunch-time (staggered) 
3.05:  Any unsold food may be purchased at half price by cash or account 

 

Sample menus are available 
on our website in the 
Parent Zone 

There is a 3 week menu 
rotation.  Please note, due 
to delivery issues that are 
being faced nationally, we 
may encounter delays to 
some products.  If so, there 
may be slight alterations to 
menus   

Next week will be week 2. 

Free School Meals 

The Admissions Department 
of Bracknell Forest Council 
handles the authorisation 
and administration of Free 
School Meals.  If you think 
your son/daughter may 
qualify, please complete the 
Bracknell Forest Council 
application form via the link 
below. 

How do I apply free school 
meals 

It is worthwhile applying for 
Free School Meals 
entitlement even if your 
child does not require a 
school lunch because your 
son/daughter may receive 
financial assistance with 
other school related 
expenses. 
 

 

  

mailto:kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk
https://brakenhale.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Brakenhale-Lunch-Menu-Autumn-Term-21-22.pdf
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-meals/how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-meals/how-do-i-apply-free-school-meals
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Brakenhale School Lottery 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to our school lottery.  We are 
continually looking to increase new members each month, so if you have not 
signed up yet now is your chance to do this. 

There is a weekly draw in which you could win a prize (approximately £20 
depending on participants, which increases the more members we have). Plus 
you have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000. 

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer. 

Click on the link today and join up:  
Support the Brakenhale Lottery 

You have to be in it to win it.  

 
 
 

Action for Happiness  

Find out more information here :  https://www.actionforhappiness.org/      
 
Self Care September 2021 
Self-care isn't selfish, it's essential. No-one's perfect. But so often we compare our insides to other people's 
outsides. This month we're encouraging everyone to be kinder to themselves (as well as others), especially when 
things go wrong. Self-care increases our resilience and helps us get more out of life. It also helps us accept others 
as they are too.  

  

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-brakenhale-school
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/
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 HR Officer / Headteacher’s PA 

 Teaching Assistant 

 Cleaner 

Please visit our website for more details: 
https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ 

 

Term Dates 

Please find below our updated Term Dates for this academic year 2021/22.   The Queen's Platinum Jubilee falls 
during the Summer half-term and all schools have therefore been allocated an additional day’s holiday in 
celebration of it. This additional holiday day will be on Monday 21st February, 2022 added onto the Spring half-
term. 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN TERM 2021 

Monday 6th September - Friday 17th December 2021 

Autumn Half Term - Monday 25th to Friday 29th October 2021 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2022 

 

 

SPRING TERM 2022 

Tuesday 4th January – Friday 1st April 2022 

Spring Half Term - Monday 14th February to Monday 21st  February 2022 (including  
additional day’s holiday in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (during summer half term)) 

Spring Holiday: Monday 4th to Monday 18th April 2022 

(Good Friday 15th April, Easter Monday 18th April) 

 

SUMMER TERM 2022 

Tuesday 19th April – Tuesday 19th July 2022 

Summer Half Term - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 (including  
extended bank holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 

Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Wednesday 20th July 2022 

(May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022) 

INSET Days Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 

  Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd July 2022 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 
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