Brakenhale News

Friday 10" February 2023 | Half Term 3

Dear Parents/Carers and Students
| hope this finds you well.

We have now come to the end of this half term which, in fact, marks the halfway point of this academic year.
We've completed three half terms with another three to go before the summer break. This means that Year 7
students have completed half of their first year with us - times does fly! Year 11 and Year 13 students will embark
on their final full half term of lessons; the one after that is when their final exams begin. Amongst all that we do
every day, | am proud of the incredible achievements of everyone who continues to strive to make us
exceptional. Dedicated staff - teaching or not, they contribute significantly to the smooth running of our school
every single day - and all students who come to school with the focus and determination to do extremely well.
Our values of Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility are continually exemplified each and every day.

This half term has been full of a range of activities and opportunities beyond the learning in our classrooms. The
next 40 pages will give you an insight of this. Our Brakenhale News' is a lengthy read but | hope that you do take
the time to look through it. We have also signposted various support and guidance opportunities to all families;
| hope you find this useful. Can | please draw your attention to pages 22 to 24 where the use of social media and
factsheets for all of us is a timely reminder of our responsibilities. Young people’s access to social media sites
and apps do require monitoring. We live in a world whereby the inappropriate use of these does, unfortunately,
lead to issues that could have been avoided. This week alone, some of the Student Leadership team have led
assemblies to all year groups. Their messages have included being kind and taking responsibility and this includes
when phones and social media are used. Please can | ask that we regularly engage in conversation and discussion
with our child(ren) about the appropriate use of social media. We have a collective responsibility to educate our
children (and each other) about this.

| must mention the phenomenal showcase that has been Matilda-JR throughout the week! Having seen and
heard parts of it over the months, | watched it twice (on Wednesday and Thursday) and was mesmerised, twice
over. It made me, and | know | speak for all of us who came to watch it, immensely proud of our students who
have devoted hundreds of hours of time over the last few months, above and beyond their learning in lessons,
to put together a musical of such a high quality. | know Mrs Millard and the Performing Arts team are looking to
secure what they do next, and when - watch this same! Page 7 gives you a snapshot of the performance.

This term, we’ve continued to give Golden Tickets and it’s great to see students showcasing these. Each one is
worth five house points. In line with our work on personal development and character, we’ve had two ‘special
editions’ ones: a ‘World Religion Day’ for a week in January and then one for ‘LGBTQ+ History Month’ for two
weeks in February. Thank you to teachers in the History and Social Sciences department for doing these. | have
also had the opportunity to have pizza with a select group of students on two occasions this half term. The
students were selected by their Heads of Year and | relayed to them how proud | was of their achievements.
Well done to all students who have attained house points, Golden Tickets and/or had a pizza lunch with me!

Today, we say goodbye to two teachers who are moving on to other ventures outside of secondary education.
Miss Chaplin-Smith, our Behaviour Support Assistant, and Ms Neely, who has worked in our Data department,
leave us and | wish them both well. They have had a great impact in their respective teams and our wider school,
they will be missed.

Can | wish you all a restful, half term break. We talk to our students about aiming high, being kind and taking
responsibility on a daily basis. As | have relayed before, these values transcend the school and into our everyday
lives. We are all a part of our school community, which enables future careers and individual successes for every
single student; this is why we do what we do.

Kind Regards, Mr Tailor, Headteacher
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Dear Parents/Carers,

The first six weeks of 2023 have flown by, not necessarily whilst they were occurring but reflecting back on the
very start of the year which feels like a long time ago. From conversations about Christmas celebrations to the
freezing (and very normal) British winter to students needing support and really positive parental meetings - this
half term has had everything going on. One of the highlights of working at Brakenhale is the varied people | come
across, not only the students we provide an education for and their parents, but also the external agencies we
work with. Everyone has the students’ best interests at heart, and working collaboratively together really does
improve their lives for the better.

Our student leadership team, prefects, school council members, tutor reps and anti-bullying ambassadors have
all been hard at work this term in making Brakenhale a better place. They have met to discuss student views
which they will present to SLT and have also created their second amazing assembly. They are an engaging and
proactive group of students who work hard to ensure Brakenhale meets every student's needs.

One element of home school interaction that we cannot dismiss is the use of mobile phones, their ability to steal
focus of children and adults alike is alarming. Please find within the newsletter some helpful information sheets
about TikTok, Snapchat and Whatsapp to support you in monitoring your child's usage.

As the winter turns to spring, we begin to see new life all around us. These new beginnings are a real chance to
reflect and manifest for the year ahead. Brakenhale has always been a fabulous school and place to work, our
aim is to make it better and better; a truly inclusive education provision for all.

Best wishes
Mrs Whitaker Flower, Deputy Headteacher

Dear Students
Half term 3, done. Half of a school year, done!
Another incredible and successful half term passes us by.

Have you made the most of the time that you have spent in school? Only you can truly answer this - be honest,
be realistic and think about what the next half term will look like.

Our values are important: Aim High, Be Kind, Take Responsibility - it is at this time that | share the following:

AIM HIGH:
® We are thinkers, doers, readers, sharers, participants and hard workers;
* We always do our best;
* We attend EVERY lesson, tutor time and line-up;
* We challenge ourselves to be the best we can be;
* We show interest in our learning and lessons.

BE KIND:
* We talk to each other politely and are kind;
* We are kind to our environment and place rubbish in bins;
* We socialise together respectful, sensibly and safely;
* We support each other to do the right thing;
* We demonstrate positive manners (‘say hello’, ‘thankyou’, etc.)

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY:
* We arrive on time and are ready for our day;
* We arrive to lessons on time;
* We look smart every day and are ready to learn;
* We move around the school sensibly and calmly (on the left);
* We show FAST when staff ask for it;
* When something does not go to plan, we accept it.
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Do take next week to reflect on all of the above - my assembly with Miss Lewis emphasised the importance of
reading - read all of my message! Return to school with the attitude that you can be successful (will be), that you
are kind to others (always will be polite and helpful) and that you are a responsible young person who always
wants to do the very best.

Enjoy the break.
Kind regards
Mr Coley, Deputy Headteacher

The day you plant the seed is not the day you eat the fruit

Every day, students at Brakenhale school are provided with seeds of knowledge from their teachers; these seeds
of knowledge grow and develop from Year 7 through to Year 13. Along the way teachers will water these seeds
by challenging and revisiting core content, enabling students to develop and make strong connections in their
learning, so they are able to grow and flourish.

Throughout the year, all students have the opportunity to showcase their learning by completing either Pre-
Public Exams (Year 11 and 13), Rank Order Assessments (Year 7, 8 and 9) or Assessments (Year 10 and 12). This
term, all Key Stage 3 students have completed their Rank Order Assessments, Years 10 and 12 have completed
assessments, they have since received feedback in their lessons outlining their areas of achievement and next
steps for development.

Next term, Year 11 and 13 will complete their second Pre-Public Exams. Teachers have issued students with
exam manifestos to support their revision, along with running sessions during the

February half term break. | would like to wish them all the best in their exams. These exams will enable teachers
to identify areas / topics which will need to be revisited in the build up towards their final exams in May. As a
result, we are required to continue to water the seeds of knowledge and understanding for all our students, so
the day they reap their fruits in August, when they collect their exam grades.

Wishing you a wonderful half term.

Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher

- B .
Additional ank Holiday We would like to advise that the government has confirmed that there

will be an additional UK-wide bank holiday on Monday 8™ May 2023 to
mark the coronation of His Majesty King Charles III.

We hope your families will enjoy the weekend of celebrations.

St Edward’s Crown, the centrepiece of the Crown Jewels

(Photo by Firebrace, licensed under Creative Commons)

We have been given free sanitary products from the Department of Free Sanitary Products
Education to distribute to any student that needs them. .

All schools and colleges in England are able to access free sanitary ® _" :
products as part of a fully funded government scheme to tackle period il Hect |
poverty. The DfE states: "No-one should be held back from accessing }1 @ X '_ é'v.;* 0‘0
education due to their period." o ;er._;’ % T
They are available from the Medical Room, Main Reception, LRC Book ".. ‘ 2
Room or Head of Year office. We are hoping that students will use these LA

products as we are aware that they are expensive to purchase and we
would like to help support our students where we can. Please ask for
more information.
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Rewarding Students

Mr P McKane, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Our ‘Golden Ticket’ is given out in every lesson every day to recognise and reward students. Furthermore we
regularly hold ‘Reward events with the Headteacher’. This occurs every three weeks, ie. twice per half term.

Pizza Lunch with the Headteacher!

-(gsmmu e This term we have 'Pizza with the Headteacher' (rather than Hot Chocolate)!

i -',.:‘.'- Well done to all the students - from Year 7 right the way through to Year 13 -
: @”' ; who were chosen for their flying start this term and had lunch with Mr Tailor on
o =2 ﬂ # Friday 26" January.

Similarly, students were selected by their Heads of Year for the second pizza
lunch of the half term on Thursday 9" February to celebrate those students who
deserved to be but are not always recognised.

They all fulfil our values of Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility and Mr Tailor is really proud.

BRAKENHALE <
)

DO YOU HAVE i
/ \ ANY UNWANTED or
SOS OUT-GROWN
b J
for all outgrown uniform / PE kit UNIFORM or PE KIT ?

donations as our stocks are very
low for fulfilling second hand
uniform requests.

K Thank you. /

ALL DONATIONS
GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

Plassa iIng 1o mawn (meptian o
the K53 Hewd of Yvar oifics

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 4/39 @



Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Combined Cadet Force

Captain Bury, Contingent Commander, Brakenhale School CCF

Brakenhale’s CCF unit has continued with the training of our
cadets this last half term and they have achieved some great
things as always.

Over the last few months our cadets have been working hard on
weapon handling both on the cadet air rifle and the cadet L98a2
GP rifle.

On Saturday 21° and Sunday 22" January 2023, on what was a
very cold weekend, 14 of our cadets were deployed out to Ash
Ranges.

Over the 2 days the cadets linked up with 2 other schools (John
Madejski Academy in Reading and Reedham House School. The
cadets’ aim for the weekend was to complete the army weapon
handling test and then fire the L98a2 weapon system with live
ammunition on the 100m range.

Not only did all of our cadets complete this but they also
overcame some individual challenges, both mentally and
physically. This just showed, once again, the strength and
courage our cadets have.

We are so PROUD of all of the cadets for their effort and
commitment over the weekend and would like to congratulate
them all again on this amazing achievement.

Below are pictures of cadets on the 100m range firing live
ammunition at Ash Army Ranges.
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Over the coming months our cadets will deploy on a number of exercises out on British Army training areas across
the UK. This will not only help develop their fieldcraft skill but will also challenge their leadership and team work
skills. We are looking forward to being able to share all of this with you in the next edition of the newsletter.

Mr Bury will be starting to teach First Aid with the CCF and is in need of any old Asthma pumps and spacers to
be used as training aids only. If you have any old pumps or spacers that you could donate we would be most
grateful.
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Performing Arts Evenings

Miss Millard, Head of Performing Arts

It's been the biggest week of the year for Performing Arts with us finally raising the curtain on our whole school
production of Matilda - JR. It has been our first major production in 4 years, so the first at Brakenhale for most of
the staff and students involved. With sold out shows across 3 nights, audiences were wowed by performances from
students and enjoyed by all. It has been such a positive and rewarding experience and we could not be prouder of
the commitment and ability shown by the students involved. A huge thank you to all the staff that have helped us
to get the show on its feet, from ticketing to posters, helping out with costumes and set - it certainly does take a
village and we hope you are all equally as proud as we are of what we have achieved. We hope to follow the success
of Matilda with another sell out show next year - watch this space for details!

Please see a little taster of the extravaganza below:
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Creative Arts

Miss Wilhelmy, Head of Creative Arts
Once again, Brakenhale has seen how well our students demonstrate their creativity in a variety of ways, such as:

e Food Technology
e Camera Club
e Art and Photography

We have seen mouth-watering cinnamon buns from Post 16 and burgers from our Year 10 Hospitality and Catering
students. Camera Club, who meet weekly, have photographed the animals in their lives, as well as trying out
composition techniques such as 'worm's eye view'. Students in Art have linked their art WOW pieces to the books
they are reading in English and Year 11 Photography students have been taking some beautifully lit photographs as
part of their current projects.

Everyone in the Creative Arts team is so proud of the talent, hard work and dedication shown by our students.

Camera Club: Animals
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Camera Club: Worm’s Eye View
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Food Technology

Sixth Form Cinnamon Buns Year 7 Pasta Salad

Business Studies & Computer Science Update

Ms Gujarathi, Business Studies Teacher
Recruitment and Selection process: Mock Interviews in BTEC business

As part of the BTEC Level 3 Business course our students are learning how to conduct interviews (and how to be
interviewed) as part of the highly competitive recruitment and selection process. After the interview process the
students had to provide detailed feedback and prepare a detailed action planning for improving.

Computer Science in Action

Celebration of Safer Internet Day: On Tuesday 7" February the Computer Science department recognised Safer
Internet Day. During the day, teachers in both Key Stage 3 and 4 lessons discovered the risks and issues that can
occur on the internet and how best to protect yourself.

Key Stage 4 Computer Science: Network Infrastructure Tour

Our Year 10 Computer Science students were taken on a tour of the school’s network infrastructure, run by Mr
Murray our Network Manager. This wonderful opportunity provided our students with practical experience of
cabling, networking hardware and the infrastructure considerations of supporting a complex IT environment in a
busy school.
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PE Round-Up | Half Term 3

Mr Potter, Head of PE, Mr Maye, Second in PE and PE Team
Year 7 Girls Football

On a cold night in January 14 enthusiastic Year 7 girls
represented Brakenhale in a football fixture against Garth Hill.
All girls played amazingly in an exciting, evenly matched game.
Special mention to captain Lauren C who worked tirelessly in
centre midfield and Katie R who scored a hattrick. The game
finished 5-4 to Garth as they unfortunately scored a last-minute
winner, however, this did not dampen the girls’ spirit as they
showed true sportsmanship in congratulating the Garth girls in
their last-minute winner. It was an absolute pleasure to watch
them, well done to all the girls involved and keep up the great
work!

Well done to Amber, Maisie, Frances, Victoria, Lauren, Aimee, Orla-Rae, Isabelle, Eniola, Katie, Ruby, Lilla and
Chantelle.

Year 7 Boys Football

Brakenhale's Year 7 boys football team are nearly half way through their season, having played their first two games
in the East Berkshire schools league, both away from home.

Their first game, away at Garth, was a tough encounter on a very heavy pitch. The boys dug in well and a wonder
goal from Raf C put Brakenhale 1-0 up early in the first half. Garth scored a well-deserved equaliser towards the
end of the first half and although both teams tried their best in the second half, neither team could find the finishing
touch as the game finished 1-1. Player of the match - Harvey H.

Their second game, away at EP was also a tight encounter on the 3G pitch. EP scored a tap in after a defensive mix
up half way through the first half and looked good for their 1-0 half time lead. A very scrappy own goal involving
several ricochets off players from both teams and the post, allowed Brakenhale to equalise and much like the last
game, whilst both teams played with plenty of effort, defences again came out on top as the game finished 1-1.
Player of the match - Harrison H.

Year 10 Primary Sports Leaders

The Year 10 leaders have been out in force this term over at the
leisure centre leading on the primary indoor athletics competitions
for the Bracknell Primary Schools. There has been a core of 16
leaders who, along with a few others, have done a fantastic job
representing themselves and the school in working with and
leading the primary students in their events and competitions. We
went down with them to Bracknell Sports Centre where they all
were amazing, confident and received good praise from the

— organisers. They supported the Year 8 Secondary Schools indoor
athletics events ranging from Sprlnts to throwing and jumping events. They assisted in measuring, recording, and
time keeping fantastically well! They then continued what was a long day for them into the afternoon when Years
5 and 6 from 12 Primary schools came down in a repeat of earlier events but obviously with more students to
record, measure and time! They represented the school amazingly welll Mr Gamble and Mrs Borkowski, who run
the Bracknell Sports Partnership, have praised the students, saying what a superb job they have done. It is lovely
to see our Brakenhale students out and about in the community, helping and working with the local primary school
students. They have their last event after half term, to which we will be taking Year 9 students, then we look to the
summer events where they will be out in force helping as well. Well done and thank you to all involved!
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Year 7 and 8 Indoor Athletics

A small group of 5 Year 7 and 4 Year 8 students ran, jumped and threw
themselves to a team 6™ place overall finish against 6 other schools
whose teams were all composed of just Year 8 students! Very proud of
the dedication and effort that each and every one of them had and for
how they performed!!! Well done all of you!

Year 8: Sebastian P, Louis D, Alicia H, Kacie H

Year 7: Harrison H, Frances B, Ruby R, Spencer H, Mia B
Cross Country

On Saturday 21 January, 2 Year 7 students took part in the Berkshire County School cross country championships.
Keen to take to the green runs of Newbury Racecourse, Frances B and Harrison H entered into the U13 girls and
boys events respectively.

Frances had a superb run and came in the top 30 girls out of nearly 100
runners, a fantastic achievement for her first country secondary event!
Harrison also ran superbly and came 3™ out of nearly 120 runners,
showing what a superb athlete he is. Dad described him as Forrest
Gump; we can now see why!

To see these 2 fabulous young people represent themselves and the
school is wonderful and we are very proud of their achievements! Here
is to next year! Well done both youl!

Year 8 Football

The season has started and WOW it started with a great game in the County Cup away to EP! With a game earlier
in the week called off due to a frozen pitch we went to EP on the back of only 1 training session and a move to 11
v 11. We started in full control with lots of possession however we lacked the end product. That meant EP were still
in it and started to provide a few scares as the game went on until 2 minutes left to play in normal time a hopeful
ball into the box, a miss communication and an EP strike headed in!!!! For that to happen so late in a game that we
controlled could have destroyed our team’s motivation, however it instead fired them up and within a minute and
with the whistle in the referee’s mouth, Oskar struck a curving shot from the edge of the area into the top corner!
The celebrations were fitting of the emotion shown at getting back into the game! Extra time was played much like
the normal time until Sebastian P slotted home with 2 minutes left before penalties to send us through to the next
round; a home tie against St Bartholomews from Slough.

Year 9 Football

Year 9 have not had any fixtures yet this half term but come half term 4, they come thick and fast with games
against LVS, Forrest and EP. Training is on a Wednesday after school, see you there boys!

Year 7 Dodgeball Event - Coming Soon!

Next half term, Year 7 have the exciting opportunity to take part in a tutor dodgeball
competition being run by our Year 13 CTEC Sport students. The event is being run by the Sixth
Form students as part of their academic course which they are being assessed in. The event is
taking place week beginning Monday 13" March with the X half competition taking place on

ol

Wednesday lunch time, the Y side competition is Thursday lunchtime and the final is Friday Cgamnlmﬂ
lunch time! Team sheets will be given out 2 weeks before, and are to be handed in to the PE 2
office by Friday 10" March. There will be more information to come via tutors and assemblies

after half term!
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PE Champions for this Half Term

ooy PE CHAMPIONS Spring Half Term 1 - WELL DONE!
Week beginning: 3/1/23 Week beginning: 9/1/23 Week beginning: 16/1/23
Staff Student Tutor Student Tutor Student Tutor
Mr Potter Madi IM 1IN Ayden W 9N
r Mr Maye Cole B 7K Logan K 1H
Mr Boucher Lewis J 1C
Ms Wilson Elfa) 8R Tiana Y 10E
’ Ms Montgomery Jamie 0 8K LeoS 1N
C Week beginning: 23/1/23 Week beginning: 30/1/23 Week beginning: 6/2/23
ﬂ Staff Student Tutor Student Tutor Student Tutor
Mr Potter Harrison H 7K Ronnie K P16A
r6') Mr Maye George B 8A Keisha R P16A Megan | & Florence B 8N & 9N
' Mr Boucher Rhian M 10K Tobylee | s Gracie L 8
Ms Wilson Lila W 8R Chloe T 9A Daisy M IR
ﬁ‘ Ms Montgomery Katie R B Malika F 1R Mindy Wei C 10K
\ #teambrakenhale  #brakenhalepe

PE reminders

The only kit that is allowed for PE is Brakenhale PE kit. Unless there are extenuating circumstances and we have an
email from parents to the class teacher with a reason why a student does not have their Brakenhale kit, students
must have their full Brakenhale PE kit. Failure to comply with this will lead to a same day sanction.
All incidents of injury or iliness that lead to students not being able to do PE must be communicated to the class
teacher, via an email from parents. We do not accept hand written notes. Failure to comply with this will lead to a
same day sanction.
Any student with long hair must ensure hair is tied back appropriately with a suitable hair tie or band. Whilst we do
have some hair bands/ties in PE this is a personal responsibility. Additionally we do not allow for any type of
jewellery, piercing or watches to be worn in PE. Students will be told to remove these.
All students who cannot take part in PE must stay with us in the lesson. We do not allow for students to miss PE for
medical reasons and spend time in the LRC or another part of the school.
Mr Potters top tips for winter PE lessons!
As the coming week and months are going to get colder, can | please ask that students are adequately prepared for
PE. Items can be purchased from the online school shop for PE (tracksuit bottoms or the PE jumper).

e Wear PE tracksuit bottoms/leggings rather than PE shorts/skorts

e Wear your PE jumper on top of your PE shirt as an extra layer

e Put a plain t shirt (black or white) or vest under your PE shirt for another extra layer

e If you have a skin/thermal style top, these can be worn if black or white only.

e Bring a pair of fingered black gloves to keep your hands warm

e Ensure your socks are correct (PE socks - long knee socks or white sports socks) and don't wear your black

school socks for PE as your feet will get cold as they are thin
e Keep active as soon as you are changed and get to your lesson - start warm ups and dynamic stretches to
keep moving and keep warm - plus it will impress your teacher.

***Due to health and safety, we do not allow full outdoor coats, PE/Brakenhale hoodies, scarves, snoods or beanies
to be worn in PE***
Being in the outdoors all year round is a brilliant thing, but we do understand that the weather can be tough on
students, that is why it is key to get students adequately prepared for lessons. We want students to have a positive
experience in PE but at the same time build resilience, so please ensure items have been packed for them to take
partin PE.
If for whatever reason a lesson cannot go ahead due to inclement weather, there is a pre-planned indoor space for
students to be taught in, by their PE teacher. This will be the sports hall, fitness suite, one of the movement studios,
the main hall or trampoline centre.
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Careers @ Brakenhale

Mrs Whitaker-Flower, Deputy Headteacher

We have been celebrating National Apprenticeship Week, linking students to a vast array of virtual online events
hosted by prestigious companies across a range of industries. These events continue over the half term week, so
please make the most of them!

This term Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 logged on to Unifrog, our Careers Destination Online Platform. Students diligently
undertook activities to learn more about careers, skills, competencies, GCSE choices, CVs and cover letters. It has
helped students focus on their futures.

Our new Career Lead, Mrs Allum is speaking with the Year 11 students with regards to their post-16 options. If
students are interested in attending College, then we would urge them to apply at their earliest convenience.

The School organised an informative tour of Bracknell & Wokingham College in January. This was to give Year 11 a
sense of the premises and courses available.

World Religion Day

Miss D Bunkell, Head of History and Social Sciences

This year we celebrated World Religion Day in the week beginning Monday 16™ January. This day is important in
showing that religious understanding is about dialogue and the freedom to both express and listen; most
importantly, it’s a time to learn from each other. Our focus was on the e

Golden Rule that appears in all major world religions - “Treat others the way
you want to be treated”. Although it may be worded slightly differently
within the religions, the meaning is the same. Everyone should be treated
with kindness and respect and we should never discriminate against
anyone’s beliefs. This links with our school value of ‘be kind’, so in order to
celebrate World Religion Day, for the full week of school, students could earn
themselves a special World Religion Day Golden Ticket for following the
Golden Rule and showing kindness to others in lesson. - - : 3 i —

(L TUNTE DY

o UMD o
VARG ) ¢ Rt ) ) ¢ ML O ]

[CRIER T

Holocaust Memorial Day

Miss D Bunkell, Head of History and Social Sciences

On Friday 27" January Brakenhale commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day. As part of this, during period 2, all
Year 9 students watched a live webcast with a survivor of the Holocaust. This year students heard from Ruth Posner.

Ruth Posner was born in Warsaw in 1930 and lived with her parents Anna and Marian. Her father was an artist and
a chartered accountant, and her mother designed and made underwear. The family moved to Radom, about 100km
from Warsaw, before the war. Ruth’s family saw themselves as Poles first and foremost and she attended a Catholic
school. By the end of the Holocaust, Ruth’s parents, uncles, aunts and cousins were all killed. Only one aunt
remained at the end of the war.

After the Germans invaded, Ruth remembers being thrown out of her home and marched to the Radom Ghetto.
Ruth’s father arranged for Ruth and her aunt to work in a factory making leather goods. It was hard, slave labour.
However, the factory was located outside of town and helped keep Ruth away from the deportations from the
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ghetto for a time. Once a week the workers were marched to the town baths and on one of these occasions Ruth

and her aunt escaped to the non-Jewish side.

Ruth hid with a Catholic family but during the Warsaw Uprising in 1944 she was taken
prisoner and sent to Germany. She was imprisoned as a Polish Catholic as opposed
to being imprisoned for being Jewish. Towards the end of the war, the Germans put
Ruth on a train which ended up in the large town of Essen. The Allies were bombing
the town and many around Ruth were killed. She hid on a local farm until the end of
the war.

After the war, Ruth came to the UK at the age of 16. She did not speak the language
and for a while she lived in a hostel with other refugees in Reading. Despite her
experiences during the Holocaust, Ruth was determined to start a new life, learn
English and go back to school to make up for lost time. She was helped by the two
German Jewish refugees who ran the hostel. They were very strict but helpful and
practical.

Ruth eventually went to a good school and later to a college where dance and drama

were the primary subjects. After three years at the college she continued her training with the London
Contemporary Dance Theatre. She became a member and stayed with them for 18 years, performing and teaching.

Ruth married her husband Michael, who worked for UNICEF,
and they moved to New York. Ruth first went to Hunter
College (part of New York University) and after 2 years
obtained an MA in Theatre Arts. She then changed profession
and studied acting, forging a successful career which has
lasted until the present. Ruth felt that it wasn’t always easy
and sometimes she felt the guilt of survival, feeling that
although she was lucky, others had also deserved the same
luck and the same right to live.

Students listened to Ruth's experiences and they were
reflective about the importance of this day. This was a once in
the lifetime opportunity and was an extremely valuable
experience for all of the students who attended.

us at any time - for a catch up, to discuss

run by Mrs Lewis and Miss Meacock.

You can find Mrs Lewis in F10.

of the community,

Id ty Weekly Meets

We meet at lunch time on a Friday :)

Identity is a club that welcomes all. We meet each
Friday lunchtime. However, you can come to see

something that has been bothering you, to
bring something to our attention, to ask questions.

if you haven't heard of us before, Identity is a group

Anyone is welcome to attend, it you are LGBTQ+ or a friend
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Second Limited Edition Golden Ticket

APRTRD EDMRIN & LRRITES EDNII0n « LOMNED DDOPAON « LIMIED EMTRA « LIMITL EDe R

LGBTQ+ History Month
YV vee

In February, either side of half term, we are giving out limited
edition Golden Ticket in recognition of LGBTQ+ History month.

ANRETEN R0 « LR LT (DR « LMl CINTON
SORAMIN RN & MR AN SO

ABMBIRD FIMTION & (RRITER DN » LT (DOR00N » | IMITED BT » LEmITnD o

Maths Update

Miss V Moore, Acting Head of Maths

The students of Maths classes 7x/Mal and 8y/Mal have both been awarded a coveted Sparx Superstar Award!
During the first term, both classes scored the highest XP points from September to December 2022. Their results
placed them in the top 20 across all schools in the country for XP Points, which is an incredible achievement.

XP Points can be earned by simply logging on and doing the compulsory homework; by engaging in the XP Boost
that all students are required to work through during their Sparx lessons with Mrs Turner; and from getting stuck
into their Target questions which are designed to give students that extra challenge.

It is lovely to see that so many of our dedicated mathematicians are illustrating how well they are taking
responsibility for their homework, and aiming high in Maths inside and outside of the classroom.

SUPER STAR

{ « SEP-DEC2022 « }

Sparx Maths
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Literacy

Mrs D Lewis, English

3333333333

Key Stage 3 Bookclub

We are currently reading ‘Fake’ by Ele Fountain which has prompted us to reflect on
the pros and cons of the Metaverse as well as the future of our world.

KS3 Reading competition

Mrs Lewis has visited Year 7 and 8 assemblies to promote the
in-school reading competition. Collect your treasure map from
the library and get reading! Our first progress meeting will be in
the LRC at lunchtime on Thursday 23™ February. During this
time we can share the books we have read and | can see who
will be getting prizes for their excellent reading.

National Storytelling week

Starting on Monday 30 January, Brakenhale celebrated the importance and power that stories hold. We had
activities during tutor time, lesson time and lunch time. Ever since humans graced the earth, stories have been told
and shared. Stories are everywhere. We see and hear stories every day - through the media, art, music, books and
conversation. As we write our own stories, what story will you tell?

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 17/39 @
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LRC Corner: Library Foci

We welcomed two new Year 7 student librarians this year with certificates and librarian badges in assembly,
congratulations to all for completing the student librarian training.

The first term of 2023 started off looking at Martin Luther King JR. Monday 16" January was Martin Luther King
day and we created a display explaining who he was and what he stood for.

The whole school celebrated National Storytelling week, in the Library we focused on Aesop's Fables with a
different Fable being read by a different staff member each lunchtime, discussions on “the moral of the story”
and what the students’ thoughts were, made a lively discussion.

Some Year 7 students decided they would like their own chess club. They now meet on a Friday lunchtime to
learn and improve their chess skills. We start with 3 challenges using a quarter board. This helps to teach forward
thinking skills, students have to think 3 or 4 moves ahead before they can complete the challenge. They then
play chess. The chess boards are also available during most break times.

Aesop's Fables

Monday: .
The Goose and the Golden Egg "3
Tuesday:

The Fox and the Grapes

Wednesday:

The Hare and the Tortoise
Friday; ARE
The North Wind and the Sun s

-~ d
& In the LAC Boak Rcom ot
Luneh Time

'rkg c.gf\&b Mouse and &'{OUR Moose

The 9‘50" c'-'eé u:ﬂ(:.
The Lion and the Movuse .
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Safeguarding Update

Mrs T Gosling, Designated Safeguarding Lead

GEMS — Autism & ADHD Support Service for East Berkshire

Please find below information regarding social sessions run by GEMS. These activities are for young people with a
diagnosis of, or who may have autism and / or ADHD. Please email GEMS to book a space on any of the activities.

SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 84.30PM TO 0PM

Registratlon: N
AT AN et 37 Criteria:

Crikaron with or lkeky to have

ADHD & or Autas & v

é Access to our Learn More animations

o OEPS2 173 344/ 0N00 P9Y 1343
< GEMS g

P Oevithaven ret

Cavering a range of topics, our learm morg animations can be
viewsd at your own lstsure and freguency oncs you hayve
roquastad Your nk

Please contact the GEMS Team on 01753 373244 or at
gems.Ahealthanhsnat to obtin your bk for any of the
following topics

» Autism & Sensory Difficulties
+ Autiam & Anxiety
« Autizm & Navigating Services

Autism & Practical Budgeting Sidls
What is ADHD?

2 GEMS
coNNECTIONZ

! AGES16TO24

LAST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
» 6.30PM TO BPM

Criteria:

YOury aouta with or 4-[\, C

Hanve ADKHD I o Autis hhvl]

Activities o Gaat Barkalire

3101723 - Madenhead « Origami
28/02523 - Slough - Quiz Night
28/0223 - Brackned - Bowling - please nete: cost appiicatle

Whume s o Vi Ty b Sl | 50 | Perge

More Information: 0300 B89 1342 WWW GEMSIHEN THOOM

01733 373 244/ 0000 999 1342

E M werhdays Pam to Spem
$ it frew gemsdhestthcom

morro Aheak byl net

é WHAT DO WE PROVIDE?

Whatever stage of your autism/ADHD journey, whether
likelihood, pre-assessment or post diagnosis...

GEMS offers a single point of contact where you can access
information, advice and support

o For parents and carers: Workshops, courses & anlmated learmings

* For children and young people aged S & over: a programme of social
groups

= Arange of signposting to lecal & natlonal services
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Sport In Mind

Sport & Games -

Time Thursdays 4:00- 5:00PM (10-14 years! during termtime

Venwe EBracknell Leisure Centre, Bracunell

Description fun, free and interactve sessons to belp Improve
the mental wellbowng of young peoplo A grost way
0 help

il contidence set-esteam and

meet new pecple 1o book please pmal
youthgEsportinmind org
This group is peovided by meedal health charkty Sport In Mind for
the benefit of local young people Your local representative i Hannah

fw - e . .
ITS——
INHS ==
m Berkshire Mealthcare =
Frimley Famie st o

East Berkshire

iﬁy Sport
;¢ In Mind

Youth Activities for
Mental Wellbeing

Span 1 NI prinvdes Bee 19ant a0 RlyUCA ScTtY GoRrI Tl es fur ChEAIien
W) peaareg pacgise 10 heks BUAY Confidence nd ¥ mlmern et e peopie et
suzport e mood and mbwr mertel heaes chalionges

East Bockahire Sassions (Speing teem)
Duy  Tienw Activity Age Venue

Men  «%pm Soads b Uaves 0 peary Breywich Letmars Corvim. Middenhwet
Py S%pm Spoomh Canws M0 Mywars  Brachrwd Lakeare Cormos Brachned
e San Sren b Caren W0 S yeans  Sungh Sebbu Soorts Certre, Sough
Etvw = ) v .
- am Wik g I partrew o s h
-
< e INHS!
Berkadire Healthiars
OhAdves. Youry Pecgse wnd H
(i S e Frimley

Oxwell Student Survey

We are delighted to be participating in the OxWell
Student survey 2023, led by researchers at the
University of Oxford. The survey results will enable
researchers to better understand what is happening to

OxWell

(s Postinds Tt i wtbors. D)

The OxWell Student Survey is a large-scale
online survey designed to measure the
wellbeing of children and young pecple
aged 9-18 years old (school years 5-13)

Led by researchers at the University of
Oxford, the survay has run since 2019, and
in 2021 more than 30,000 students from
180 schooels participated.

By asking students directly about school life and
health reiated issues, we hope to:
¢ better understand what 5 happening to the
mental heaith of young peap
¢ inform schools and local sarvices of how to
provide students with the best mental health
support

——3 does not collect any Identiflable data

The online

Su rvey asks around around 200 questions an

takes about 30 minutes 1o complete

lifestyle and health-related issues

What will be asked?

ooNng, Moo
o3 s

Visinerable
Dehaviour

[ywar o ankg
uge-—utched)

The survey is open from

- February to March 2023 -

To find out more visit

www.oxwell.org

the mental health of young people across the UK, and inform schools and local services of how to provide students
with the best mental health support. Brakenhale School will be provided with a tailored report to answer specific
guestions and identify areas where students most need support.
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What Parents & Carers Needito Know about

@ WHATSAPP @

- —y—

WhatsApp Is the world’s most popular, musqglng"ﬁi;rvlca, w llon users exchanging texts, £

photos, videos and documents; as_!u:ol‘lkps maok r;g_g_a \video, '.,. 5 € o-ond encryption means % f
messages can only be viawed by the sendenand any recipien ot evel iteApp can read them. Updates to Its Of THE
privacy policy. In'2021 {invoiving sharing data with par \"\Tl"c':q__mpon'y.ra:getgook)ﬁéoulgd milllons to/leave the opp, but the

new policy was widely misinterproted — it/ odto,WhotsApp.s business features, not. rsonal messages.

e "l 5 ,.:

219

POTENTIAL CYBERBULLYING

3 ) - Oroup chat and video colly =
bl are great {or connecting with f:’ 2

Froudsters occasionaily send WhatsApp AN . \ muitiple people in WhotsApp, but { D@ !

messages pretending to offer prizes U » thera is aiways the potentiol for \

encouraging the usef to click on a link to somecne’s feelings 1o be hurt by an

win. Other common scoms involve unkind commaent or joke. The ‘onl

warning someona that ir WhataApp | ' odmins’ feature gives the admin(s) of o |

subscription has run out (aiming to dupe group control over who can send

them into disclosing paymant dctullnym - messages, They can, for example, bicck

Impersonating o friend or relative and \ - people ror'a’ponhg In o chat, which could

osking for money to be transferred to " make a child feel excluded and upset,

help with an emergency. A\ / e —

DISAPPEARING MESSAGES f Al CONTACT FROM STRANGERS
- : - To stort o WhatsApp chot, you
Users con set wnanp? messages to . only need the mobile number of

disappear in 24 hours, 7 days or 90 days y \ ° {ho person you want to message

by default. Photos and videos can also be * .. (the other parson cisc naeds 10 have
Instructed to disappear after tho -1 * . the app). WhotzApp can occess the
recipient hos viewed them, These files ‘ oddress book on someone’s dovice and
con't be saved or forwarded ~ so If your recognise which of thair contocts olso use
child wos sent an inoppropriate ) the cpp, o If your child has ever given
messoge, it would be ditficult to prove -2 .' thelr phone number to someone y don't
any wrongdoing. However, the receiver . know, thot person could use It to contoct
can take a scresnshol and save thot as g tham via WhatsApp,

ovidence,

. = e\
ENABLING FAKE NEWS 4 LOCATION SHARING &

i) The ‘live location’ fecture lots users
WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked i shaore their current whereabouts,
to occelerating the spread of dangerous 9 allowing friends to see thelr movements.,
rumours. In indla in 2018, some oulbreaks WhatsApp describes it as o ‘clmgl. and
of mob viclence appear to have been secure way to let people know whore you
sparked by tclse allegations beaing shared & are.” It is o useful method for o you
on the app. WhatsApp itself took steps to > peraon to lot loved anes know they're sate
prevent its users circulating hazardous = BUt il they used it in a chat with pecpls
theories and spaculation In the sarly v lhl.-( daon't know, they would be exposing
waaks of the Covid-19 pandemic their location to them, too,

D e s 4T k>
) Adche for Parents & Carers

CREATE A SAFE PROFILE EXPLAIN ABOUT BLOCKING G(“’ REPORT POTENTIAL SCAMS
-

Even though someone would need a child's It your child recelves spam or offensive Young people shouldn't u\g:‘g' with any

ene number to add them os a contoct, . moss , colls or files from a contoct, thay mossoge looks suspicious or too good
t's also worth altering a young person's should block tham nsln%unl %' In the chat. to be true. Whan your ¢hild receives o
profile settings to restrict who can see thelr Communication from a blocked contact won't message from an unknown number for the 4
photo and status. The options are show up on their device and stays undelivered, first time, they il be given the option to b/
everyone’, ‘my contacts' and ‘nobody” - Blocking someone does not remove them from mron It as spam. If the sender claims to be
choasing one of the latier two ansures that ur child’s contact list =~ 5o they akso need to o friend or relative; call that person on thelr
your child’s prafile is better protected, deleted from the address book. usuol number to vorify it really is them, or if

It’s sameone trying to trick your child
-

LEAVE A GROUP THINK ABOUT LOCATION  J DELETEACCIDENTAL " CHECK THE FACTS

It your chlid is In a group chot that Is 1t your child needs to use the ‘live y SA&S ' e You can now fact-check

making tham feel uncomfortoble, ar location” function to show you or ‘ WhatsApp messages that
has been added 10 a group one of thelr frlends where If your chiid b a1 ""¥ i vs Deah forwardesd 6t
thot they don‘t want fo be they ore, advise them to want to delete, WhatsApp allows the leaat five times, by
art of, can use wame  shara their location ont user seven minutes 1o 8rose o doubie~topping the
hunApr'n group settings #+ | foroslong as they need to, message. Tap and hold an the magnifying glass icon to the
to leave. If sameone exits o vn-atugr gives a range of moss50ge, Choose ‘deiete’ and then right of the measage. From
groue, the admin con add < ‘live location’ options, and your dalate for everyons.' Howavar, it's there, your child can launch a “
em back in once; If thay child should manually stop sharing | Important to remember thot le search ond decide for
Ieove 0 second time, it is thelr position as s0on as it Is no reciplents may have b':“ and emselves whether the Q

token ¢ soreenshot o <]
permanent longer needed. Before It was deietsd. gn wos true or not.

Meet Our Expert rr National
i ; | Online

Safety

e wno e @0 HVWakeUpWednesday

Parven Kau
tantw

@ www.nationolonlinesafety.com ' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
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What{Parents'&iCarersiNeed|to;know about

Snapchat is a photo- andwidec-sharing app which algo allows users to chat with friends via text or audio.
Users can share images and videos with specific friends, orthrough a ‘story’ {(documaenting the pravious
24 hours) visible to thair entire Iriend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising it tolconnect with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even
larger audienceand emulate current trends, rivalling pigtforms such as TikTok and Instagram
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I WTHSI'RANGERS A% ) oomlmulobo:“mt
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What:Parents & Carers Need to Know about

 TIKTO

&

(certoin legtures are
reatricind 50 over- iy ondy )

4

+

TikTok Is a fres social modlé‘rploﬂorm that lets users create, share and wotch short videos ranging
anywhere from 18 seconds to 10 minutes in duration. The opp gained notoriety for its viral dances,
trends ond celebrity comeos and can be o creativa, fun platform for teens to enjoy. Now avaliable in 75
| oges,.ithammore than o billion active u%'qg'rovldwldo (a3 of spring 2022) ond Inmost populor
“with the undﬂ:-li'ug- bracket. In foct, 0:2022 Ofcom report found TikTok to be the most-used social
media platfo'?rn fogjposting content, particularly among young people aged 12 to 17.
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MAKE ACCOUNTS PRIVATE
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our offer Crvating Opportunitaes for Youth Dvvelogment *

“Creating Opportunities for Youth Development”™

y Activity
B Tyr olds
Bohoal Hobatayn and HaM Tonms!

Pomrm £30.00 s Sy
A B0 P —
D N

Crvating Opportunites for Youth Dvvelogment *

Crvating Opportunitars for Yoush Dvvelogment *

Development Through Volunteering e

e oo i o oo
o—— Trakning Opgarsunitiey P L S
—— Aaie W -

T e o)

Sompte iy vy Wy Voluntaur?

Heea bgaee e
S Sv— 1 S @ LA
~——— Ty it ienty 1 w——
S e o i 8
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Crvating Opportuniters for Youth Ovvelogment *

The Wivys awwrte st h, & raaviun of ageemios, g1 miass 24 idbadioth adive e

T T I T TIETT e eIy 5O ApErT e rerey

e o M e

Community Fun Days
Spomsored Walks
Litter Mcks
Saclal Action Projects
Cahe Suley
Welt-Being Pack Donatlons
dngle all The Wayr Events

o LA A 1O whe LSSt B e AT D G

Crvating Opportunitaes for Yiuth Ovvelogment *

uth Mentoring and Coaching

Sapparting parttive acitery

Fusion Programme

Fevtter Rewtinrtery
e e

Lrvdesss amebog levns e

Vowatny Utrvtyer

Mg The Moss - Hoges and Fee

==
%

Femrtieg Mt el pee Wiell ey

Crvating Gpportunites for Yol Ovvelogment * .
Y Working in Partnership, with o focus on
TTETEEETTEw.

The Oumer's Awrd fiw WinaTtary Sarviin

— “Creating Opportunities
- for Youth Development”

The Wayz Youth Centre, Caifridus Way, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 9ET

Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 24/39


http://www.thewayzyouth.co.uk/

Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Dear Year 7 Parents/Carers and Students

Here we are at another half term, and what a wonderful term it has been.

You have tackled it with confidence and consistent hard work. You experienced your first set of ROAs (Rank
Order Assessments) at Brakenhale and you really did excel yourselves in every aspect. Some of you were
understandably nervous and worried and some of you were excited and looking forward to showcasing your
abilities. Please remember we only ask for you to try your best, your best is always good enough. | am so proud
of each and every one of you for the resilience and determination you have shown to get to this point in the
year.

| would like to give a huge congratulations to those of you who were selected for our Year 7 breakfast morning.
You were specifically chosen by your tutors for consistently aiming high, being kind and taking responsibility. It
is a great achievement to be selected and recognised for your hard work. Well done.

Every two weeks in assembly we celebrate the tutor group with the highest achievement points. Please see
below the current score table. Well done to the champions of the half term 7R! This shows that everything you
do counts, every achievement point you receive goes towards your overall tutor score. Let’s see who can catch
7R next half term!!

Tutor Group achievement points

Tutor Group Achievement Points

7R 3359

7H 3239

7N 3152

7K 3113

e g 7B 2795
| - 7A 2394
7E 2058

It really is a pleasure to celebrate each and every golden ticket during our line ups and assemblies to recognise
you going above and beyond. It is important to recognise who is going above and beyond in their lessons.

As we approach the half term holiday please remember to stay safe. Spend some well-deserved time with your
friends and families.

Please ensure you are school ready and your uniform is correct along with your tools for learning for when you
return. This ensures you are in the best possible position for learning.

Have an enjoyable holiday and come back refreshed for the next half term ahead.
Best wishes,

Miss Wilson, Head of Year 7 and the Year 7 Team
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Dear Year 8 Parents/Carers and Students

We have now completed one half of the school year, and for most of you, this has been a successful half year.
The first half term was a bit mild weather-wise, but as you know, we’ve been struggling with the cold since we
got back after the Christmas holidays.

We ended the half term with a bang. Those of you who saw the school's production of ‘Matilda — JR’ the musical
know that the cast pulled out all the stops in their performances. Well done, especially to the Year 8 students
in the cast. Great performance by everyone!!

This half term you have amassed an amazing 6595 house points in only 5 short weeks as well as over 625 Golden
Tickets for your excellent contributions to lessons! Well done! The biggest winners of house points so far this
year are: Tineale, Kakun, Chloe B, Madison D and Darcie.

Amazing work girls - this is an amazing achievement! As our top 5 are all girls we need some of our boys to put
their best foot forward and bump themselves up into the top 5!

The leadership board between tutor groups is always changing and it is all still to play for to be the winning tutor
group by the summer! At half time the leader board looks like this:

st _
“" o 1 dpIace 8E
« 2" place - 8A

3" place - 8N
- e 4% place - 8H
ﬂ e 5™ place - 8R
n “ e 6" place - 8K

e 7™ place - 8B

We've had our first Rank Order Assessments and reports sent out this half term. This is a different method of
reporting that the school is opting to do for Key Stage 3. Keep an eye out for your reports and do let us know if
you have any questions. As this is the first time you have ever done assessments in this format, be proud of what
you have achieved and if you are not happy with your outcomes take this as an opportunity to grow and improve
ready for the next set of assessments! Your tutors, Miss Appleton and | will be here to support you should you
need any advice on how to be better prepared for assessments next time.

As we all know attendance at school is incredibly important for a number of reasons and sadly our attendance
has been a bit lower than we would like. Each day Miss Appleton and | get a report about the attendance of the
whole school and quite often we are behind the Year 9s and Mr McKane! We cannot let this continue! Our
mission next half term is to beat the Year 9s everyday with our attendance and we call only do so if you all
continue to come into school come rain or shine. Even on days where we feel a little bit under the weather we
still come into school and give our best effort!

As always, the half term break is an opportunity for us to reset and rejuvenate. The weather should be improving
when we return (we hope) but please use the break as an opportunity to rest and spend time with family and
friends. As always, let us remember to be kind to those we cross paths with. Have a restful and safe half term,
and see you when we get back on Monday 20" February.

Messages from tutors:

Ms Kaur: 8E have been amazing this term - trying your absolute best in all your lessons, and your ROAs. Let’s
carry on meeting all expectations and pushing ourselves to be the best!

Mr Maye: Time is flying past and 8H continues to keep me on my toes but also never fails to make me proud!
With challenges set and achieved, Golden tickets, house points and just generally how they are all developing
into people! It's a pleasure to be their Tutor. We have had our ups and downs and also welcomed new members
to 8H. We have taken our new book on and tutor reading has been observed impeccably so each day has started
off positively. So | hope that the next 6 weeks in the lead up to Easter we continue to grow together as a group
and as individuals as we all strive to Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility! Have a great Half Term 8H!
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Mr Futcher: Well done for a fantastic term and half. Year 8 has been a bit different and a bit more difficult but
you’ve all smashed it!

Mr Mavromichalis: 8K, You've been brilliant this half term! Enjoy a well-deserved half-term break after a great
start to the new year. Keep up the excellent work!

Mr Lloyd-Ahmed: 8A, what a great start we've had to the year! Over 5000 house points in the first term and a
half.

Ms Moore: 8B, what a positive half term you have had since the Christmas break! | am so proud of how you are
all aiming high with the Golden Tickets you continue to receive daily, of how kind you are to your classmates in
form time and around school, and how you are taking responsibility by completing your homework consistently
throughout these (almost) six weeks. You are all starting to apply some independent thinking with perfect Tools
for Learning checks, and are conscious of the decisions you make when addressing uniform. Enjoy a well-
deserved break next week, and | look forward to seeing you rested and excited to get stuck back into the second
half of your spring term! All the best wishes, Miss Moore

Ms Douse, Head of Year 8 and the Year 8 Team

Dear Year 9 Parents/Carers and Students

One of my favourite aspects of my role as Head of Year 9 is seeing our students achieve.
Teachers work long hours, often preparing lessons outside of their “contracted” working hours
to provide high quality lessons. It is often not glamorous. However teachers do this because
the motivation is to see students achieve beyond what they even believed they were capable
of. Therefore it was very rewarding for me to view the data from our year 9 Rank Order
Assessments (ROAs) in advance and see first-hand examples of hard work paying off. For many
students, | was not surprised they had achieved so well. For these students, this is a result of
continuous hard work and dedication and being consistent with their approach to the education. They truly
deserve the high ranking they have achieved.

For some, they have exceeded their own expectations. They took the advice that they were given in assemblies
and by teachers in preparing as best as they could for their ROAs and as a result, they have been able to reap
the benefits that they have not been able to do before. | hope this provides the necessary motivation for those
to continue this momentum going forward and that the lesson has been learned that there truly is no substitute
for hard work.

For some, there may naturally be disappointment. What is key now is what is done with that disappointment.
On one hand, we can blame others and hold others responsible for our shortcomings. That is the easy route for
us to take and it makes us feel better about ourselves in the moment. However, this will not lead to progress
and if that route is taken, the same outcomes will be achieved in the next set of ROAs in June. The winning
attitude is to be honest with ourselves about why we have not achieved what we would have liked to. Have we
worked hard enough? Have we been on time to every lesson? Are we doing every homework? Are we giving the
teacher our full, undivided attention in our lessons? Are we prioritising “drama” in our friendship groups in our
brains over our academic progress? Did our smartphones and the offerings of SnapChat and Tik Tok take priority
over revising for our ROAs? Only individuals in Year 9 will have the answers to those questions. In order to make
increased progress in our next set of ROAs in June, the answers to these questions will likely need to change. For
some, it will be time to take responsibility for our learning and make the changes needed. If you feel you have
truly tried your best and have still not achieved the outcomes you wanted, it is okay to ask for help! This is part
of taking responsibility. Ask your teacher or your tutor for advice on how you can improve. There is no weakness
in doing this, only strength.

Year 9 are now at a turning point in their academic careers. I've written before about the choices that are taking
place next half term. | must confess that the turning point in my own academic career did not happen until |
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started my GCSEs. In Years 7-9 (Year 8-10 in Northern Ireland), | was chatty! | see myself in a number of our Year
9 students because all | wanted to do was chat to my peers during my lessons and gossip about the drama of
the day. Something switched and changed for me when | started my GCSEs. The seriousness of school weighed
over me. | also had the luxury of Mrs McKane (my mother) ‘breathing down my neck about my schooling.” | never
got away with missing homework and | never got away with not revising for my French vocab test because my
mother would have tested me before | even had the chance to take it. Many young people need this push! |
certainly did! | work closely with many Year 9 parents that remind me of my own mother in this way. | would
encourage all parents to take a very active role in their child’s education. Check that the homework is done, test
them on their vocab and work with them to complete their Sparks! Parental support on the little things like
uniform, tools for learning and punctuality makes a world of difference. Of course, this pressure from mum
would often lead to me attempting to push back against her because | did not enjoy this at the time. However,
at 30 years old, | look back now and am extremely grateful for this and would not have had it any other way. My
mother and | have the best relationship we could possibly have. A great quote | recently was told was ‘you can
be friends with your children when they are kids or when they are adults, you cannot have both.’

Have a lovely half term break!

Mr McKane, Head of Year 9 and the Year 9 Team

Dear Year 10 Parents/Carers and Students

Wow, what a fantastic and busy first half term to 2023 we have had.

This half term has seen us taking those steps closer and closer to being exam ready. Work within our chosen
subjects has definitely ramped up, with 45 of our students sitting their 2-day CNAT Sport exams and a number
of students submitting work already towards their assessments. We are incredibly proud of the hard effort and
commitment that our students are putting in, the outcome will always make the hard work worth it!

Our wonderful Year 10s have been out and about helping in the community. This half term some of our students
supported Bracknell Forest Council with becoming Sports leaders for the day at the BFC Primary schools’ annual
athletics final. Well done to all of those involved.

Year 10 is the year where most of the exam content is taught for the first time, unfortunately when a student
takes a lot of time off, this results in lots of catch up work being needed, which indeed for the student can be
very overwhelming and worrying. With this year being the start of the exam journey, we would like to stress
the importance of attendance in school. Whilst we fully appreciate that people do get ill and there has been a
lot of sickness about, if you are able to come in please do try. By pushing yourself a little it can really help save
on the worry further down the line.

Top 3 achievement points P: “‘(:;«1:'4’ ,,.a’(."w# Top 3 achievement points
This year with 0 behaviour | ¥ Jalhe " TR o o This term with 0 behaviour
points ' points
Chanel C (10H) 186 Sarah E (10N) 59
Caitlyn 1 (10R) 174 Rohita VK (10K) 53
Liam D (10E) 172 Caitlyn I (10R) 49
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Total achievement points this year Rank Order for attendance this term
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Well done to everyone for a fantastic half term. Enjoy your break and we look forward to seeing you in a week's
time.

Miss Manning, Head of Year 10 and the Year 10 Team

Dear Year 11 Parents/Carers and Students

It feels just like yesterday that we were last writing to you and here we are another half term down, with only
one full half term left before the Summer Exam season will be upon us.

It has been a busy six weeks, starting with our Sixth Form Taster Day on the first Friday and it was amazing to
see so many of you attending on this day. We really hope this helped solidify your choice for your post-16
options. We obviously would like as many of you to stay on with us into Sixth Form, but please remember there
are entry requirements for both A-Levels and BTECs that we offer. For some of you Brakenhale may not be where
you are thinking of staying and a group of you went off to Bracknell and Wokingham College to familiarise
yourselves with college life there. It is really important that you not only have a plan A, but that you have
alternatives in case this unfortunately doesn’t happen for you. It is always worth having a plan B and even C
sometimes.

There are 10 school weeks left before the start of your summer exams which begin on Monday 15™ May. Whilst
that seems a long time, it is about 47 school days, or 235 lessons. We keep saying this but it will come around
quickly and the more you do to prepare for them now, the less anxious you'll be in the summer. We do believe
that you should definitely rest and relax over the half term, but it may also be a good idea to just double check
that all your current work you have been completing is turned into useful revision material so that you are
keeping on top of this as the next school holiday you will want to utilise with regards to revising.

You have two weeks of Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) next half term and this is our final practice and your final
opportunity to work out how the summer could go for you. We really hope that you are taking preparing for
these seriously and in our Parent Information Evening on Monday we went over some effective, evidence-based
revision strategies that we know work. These are tried and tested methods that will definitely help you achieve
the outcomes you want. Most important tips, just in case you weren’t able to attend, are:

e to use a variety of different font techniques, such as bold, underline or bubble writing;
o definitely use colour as the eye is attracted to colour;
e and use dual-coding, which is using as many pictures as possible to attach your knowledge to.
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Your tutors and pastoral team are busy planning your celebrations for the end of the year and we now know the
date of the Prom will be on Friday 30 June at Easthampstead Park Conference Centre. We are also now starting
to look at your leavers’ hoodies and a yearbook and we know some of you have expressed an interest in helping
with this so we will be in touch after half term to start work on these. These are all a highlight for every Year 11
student. Please make sure you don’t jeopardise your place at Prom by doing anything that you shouldn’t, you’ve
made it this far, don’t throw it all away. Please also remember that you need to be gaining 20 prom points over
the year by going above and beyond with your studies. This can be earned by taklng part in an Early Start or
Champions Hour before or after school. It could be by taking [ ' "

part in a Working Lunch with a member of staff or by
extending your day by doing some of the online tutoring that
has been offered. If you complete an hour of study at home
for a particular subject, email your teachers evidence of the
work you have completed and if they agree, they can give you
a prom point for this as well. We want as many of you there
as possible otherwise it is not really a celebration of you and
your awesomeness. We do not want this to be an impossible
task to achieve, you can all do this. We know you can, and
many have already done so!!

This half term we were also lucky enough to have a an outside speaker for Oxbridge come in and talk to you
about what the University or Oxford and Cambridge are like, as well as how this is similar to other Higher
Education institutions and we really hope that this has inspired some of you to think about your future and
whether university is in your plans. The most important advice that was given on this day was the question, why
not? One of our values is about aiming high and you were told a fair few advantages about going to university,
so please do give it some condersideration and make sure that you keep that door open, and it starts by getting
onto the course you want to study next year.

We are so close to the end now, you have been phenomenal since joining Brakenhale and we know that in this
final push you will rise to the challenge, just like you have every time you have needed to. We hope you have a
fantastic half term and come back rested and ready to work with us to get you over that line.

Mr Hilton, Head of Year 11 and the Year 11 Team

Dear Sixth Form Parents/Carers and Students

We have come to the end of another half term and it is hard to believe that the time has gone so quickly. This
term always starts off by being somewhat challenging. The weather is at its coldest and darkest and Christmas
has come and gone, leaving some of us feeling the January blues. Nonetheless, January is also a time for new
beginnings where you can set new goals for yourself and plan for the future.

UCAS

Year 13s hit the ground running this term by fully devoting themselves to finalising their personal statements
and UCAS applications. Fifty-one out of seventy-four students made the decision to apply for a place on a
university course. We are extremely proud of the cohort, forty-three of whom have already received offers from
establishments such as Royal Holloway, Queen Mary, Southampton, Brighton, Winchester, and Nottingham —
just to name a few! Our remaining Year 13s have spent this past week researching the apprenticeships that are
being released by companies such as Land Rover, British Airways, and the Ministry of Defence. As you enter into
the next phase of your lives where you will need to make decisions about what career you will pursue, remember
these 2 things:

e Follow your passion, not your friends
e The unknown is scary, but also exciting — Focus on the positive!
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As always, we are here to help you work through the decision-making process. If you want to talk through your
options, we can be a soundboard to explore options.

Work Experience

Year 12s will be starting the UCAS and apprenticeship journey very soon. As mentioned earlier in the year, the
world is a competitive place and you should be pursuing opportunities in the subject field that you are passionate
about. Studies show that 4 or more employer interactions makes young people 5 times more ‘employable.’ This
is why we are encouraging you to participate in a virtual work experience. It gives you the opportunity to develop
industry specific skills and engage with big name employers, therefore creating networking links. Ultimately, this
will increase the chances of employability, and being accepted onto a university course or apprenticeship. Some
of the upcoming sessions take place over half term. A reminder that the platforms that you can use the research
opportunities include:

e Springpod

e Speakers for Schools
e Uptree
e PathwayCTM

e Forage

The Year 13 Business BTEC students were looking very ‘business-like’ as they donned suits for the interview
component of their course. Ms Manlay and Ms Loj both had the privilege to pop in and see them in action and
they were incredibly impressive - well done!

Looking ahead, there are some key events happening in Sixth Form:
February PPEs

The Year 13s’ PPEs will be happening from Monday 27" February to Friday 10" March. Please make sure you
have checked your timetable thoroughly and plan your revision accordingly. This is an opportunity to see how
you are progressing in your subjects in anticipation for the summer exams; they will inform your teachers about
what they need to be doing in lessons to best support you in the run up to the Summer.

A reminder that in the first week, lessons will not run in the subjects that you have PPEs in. Lessons will run as
normal in the second week and should only be missed in the event of an exam taking place at the same time.

Opportunities

On Wednesday 1% March, the Year 12s will be attending a trip to visit Cambridge University to be exposed to a
higher University setting. Finally, Year 13 prom planning is underway. More details to follow!

You have now completed half of the academic year. The other half will go flying by, and before you know it, it
will be July. That said, continue to go out each day and put maximum effort into your studies. Also, make sure
you learn from past mistakes and do not allow them to stop you progressing. Understand where it went wrong,
and make sure it doesn’t happen again. Remember, you know what you need or want to achieve, and it is down
to you to ensure you reach that success; we are here to support you every step of the way.

Have a lovely half term and we look forward to welcoming you back for the busy and exciting upcoming term.

The Sixth Form Team: Ms Manlay, Head of Sixth Form; Ms Loj; Head of Year 12 & 13
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School Dining Hall U Beakenhale School @
Mr Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk L osec st 2
. . . . b :1'_‘
The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students as follows: e
Mo Maal “Qan

7.45 - 8.30 Breakfast which includes: et SEANASw subing e

Fresh Fruit / Yoghurt bar / Cereals / Bacon or
Sausage Rolls / Danish Pastries / Hot Chocolate

10.50-11.20 Break-time

13.10-2.00 Lunch-time

3.05 Any unsold food may be purchased at half price by
cash or account

Sample menus are available on our website in the Parent Zone.
There is a 3 week menu rotation. Please note, due to delivery issues
that are being faced nationally, we may encounter delays to some
products. If so, there may be slight alterations to menus

T L -

Free School Meals

There is an online platform to make this process easier and simpler
and we would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to register.

Please complete your details on this form, even if you have applied B
unsuccessfully in the past, or if you believe you are not entitled to

additional funding. The system re-checks details every term and will automatically update our records if your status
changes.

If you would like any help with applying you are very welcome to come into school and we would be happy to assist
you with an application.

Check Eligibility for Free School Meals

It is worth applying for Free School Meals entitlement even if your child does not require a school lunch because
entitlement to this benefit comes with an automatic reduction in the cost of school trips (in the UK) and may also
entitle you to receive financial assistance with other school related expenses.
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School Reminders

School Office
Student Contact Information

Please ensure that you keep the school updated with any changes to your contact Schmlcomms
details, especially email addresses and mobile phone numbers.

We use schoolcomms messages to keep you updated on information regarding your students. If for any reason you
are not receiving our messages, please call the school office and we will be happy help.

If we do not hold any email contacts for you, this will result in a delay to you receiving messages as paper copies
will need to be sent home by post.

School Gateway App

This app provides you with the opportunity to be able to view your child's SChCOlgateway
achievements and check their weekly timetable.

If you have any problems accessing information, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.
Biometrics

We use fingerprint scanning at school as a safe a secure way for students to take their books from the
library and also to purchase their food from the canteen. If your child has not had their fingerprint
taken, they can do this take by going to the Library during break or lunchtimes. They will need to
have a consent form completed and signed before the fingerprints can be taken.

Please contact the school office for more information.

ParentPay
ParentPay is the easiest way to make payments for your son/daughter’s lunch money and any (;)
trips your child will be attending. If you do not currently have a login for ParentPay, please —

contact the school office who will be able issue you with details. If you are experiencingany ParentPay
problems with your account, please contact us.

Please ensure that sufficient money is added to your child’s dinner money account and accounts are kept in credit
to enable students to purchase their food.

Cycling to School

Student safety is really important to us.

At Brakenhale we welcome our students cycling to school. It is good for the environment and also for their health.
In addition, Bracknell has numerous safe cycle paths that students can use to avoid busy roads as much as
possible. We have a secure area to keep bikes but also ask students bring a lock to offer further security.

We encourage all students wear a bike safety helmet, use the bike store and ride their bike in a safe manner.
Furthermore, all bikes ridden into school must be deemed road worthy and safe with working brakes. This also
applies to scooters. Please note however that electric scooters are not permitted.

Ready for School and Uniform

Please ensure that students are ready for school each morning with all the tools for learning and other equipment
and kit that they need for the day.

Getting into the habit of preparing uniform and school bag the night before is a really good idea to keep students
organised. Please encourage your child to take responsibility for themselves, it is a valuable life lesson and good
practice for the future.
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Please remember to name all items. Any lost property items not collected by the end of each term will be
disposed or given to charity.
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Could we please remind students and visitors to

@ PLEASE KEEP OFF TH( GRASS
NO tie.

at thefront of the schaokto avoid
SMOK'NG : damaging the\growth and
‘ ~ tracking mud nto

COULD WE PLEASE « B \
REMIND EVERYONE - . the schaol
THAT SMOKING IS 4 A v '
NOT PERMITTED

ANYWHERE ON THE
BRAKENHALE SITE

= il T

Y _"“ Things to do at
| ¥3% Brakenhale

at Break and Lunch

Activities:

i Ball games
on the courts
& MUGA
pitches,
climbing wall,
table-tennis

Somewhere
quiet to read
or do your
homework!

Indoor
and
Outdoor
seating

| Srabenhale Schoal P TR R Sepe— l

Bats £5
Balls £0.50p

Bottles £2 each
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Brakenhale School Lottery

Thank you to everyone who has
signed up to our school lottery.
We are continually looking to
increase new members each
month, so if you have not
signed up yet now is your
chance to do this.

There is a weekly draw in which
you could win a prize
(approximately £20 depending
on participants, which
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000.

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer.
Click on the link today and join up:
Support the Brakenhale Lottery You have to be in it to win it!

Brakenhale School

| e ; S%OO, M' g‘? "I m v
Qoﬁ:ogm = m “ = " Brak enhale School

RECYCLE

YOUR OLD CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES,

We collect old clothes, shoes and
accessories to help raise money for
the school.

Collect your unwanted items and bring
them in to school in a black bin bag or
other plastic sack.

We have 2 large red receptacles at the
front of the school to collect them in.

Please contact Sarzh Hartley at the school if you
have any questions,

shartley@brzkenhale.co.uk

Thank you for supporting our school!

—-_

Brakenhale School, Rectory Lane, Bracknell
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Action for Happiness
Find out more information here: https://www.actionforhappiness.org/ or download the FREE Action for
Happiness app for iOS or Android:
» Gives you friendly nudges with an action idea each day
> Sends you inspiring messages to give you a boost
> Helps you connect & share ideas with like-minded people
Friendly February: Be friendly to others and give your relationship a boost.
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Friendly February 2023

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together
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protetul to and

toll them why

Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility

)



https://www.actionforhappiness.org/

Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Term Dates for this Academic Year

Please find below our Term Dates for this academic year 2022/23, updated with the additional Coronation Bank
Holiday.

Term Dates 2022-23

SPRING TERM 2023
Tuesday 3™ January Inset Day
Wednesday 4" January — Friday 315 March 2023
Spring Half Term - Monday 13" February to Friday 17" February 2023
Spring Holiday: Monday 3™ to Monday 17™ April 2023
(Good Friday 7 April, Easter Monday 10" April)

SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17" April Inset Day
Tuesday 18" April — Wednesday 19% July 2023
Summer Half Term - Monday 29" May to Friday 2" June 2023
(May Bank Holidays Monday 1%, Monday 8" [NEW] and Monday 29" May)
Thursday 20" and Friday 21°t July 2023 Inset Days
Summer Holiday: Thursday 20™ July 2023

INSET Days Thursday 1% and Friday 2" September 2022
Tuesday 3™ January 2023
Monday 17" April 2023
Thursday 20" and Friday 215t July 2023

Please check the school website reqularly for current information.

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
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Term Dates 2023/24

Please find below our Term Dates for next academic year 2023/24.
Term Dates 2023-24

AUTUMN TERM 2023
Friday 1°t and Monday 4™ September Inset Days
Tuesday 5" September — Friday 15" December 2023
Tuesday 5" — Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 only - Wednesday 6" — All Students
Autumn Half Term - Monday 23" to Friday 27" October 2023
Christmas Holiday: Monday 18" December to Monday 1° January 2024

SPRING TERM 2024
Tuesday 2™ January Inset Day
Wednesday 3™ January — Thursday 28" March 2024
Spring Half Term - Monday 12" February to Friday 16" February 2024
Spring Holiday: Friday 29™" March to Friday 12" April 2024
(Good Friday 29" March, Easter Monday 1 April)

SUMMER TERM 2024
Monday 15" April Inset Day
Tuesday 16" April — Friday 19" July 2024
Summer Half Term - Monday 27" May to Friday 31t May 2024
(May Bank Holidays Monday 6" and Monday 27" May)
Monday 22" and Tuesday 23 July 2024 Inset Days
Summer Holiday: Wednesday 24 July 2024

INSET Days Friday 1°t and Monday 4" September 2023
Tuesday 2" January 2024
Monday 15 April 2024
Monday 22" and Tuesday 23™ July 2024

Please check the school website reqularly for current information.

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates

ofeted

GCood
Provider

Brakenhale School, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 7BA
78 01344 423041 ~ “B mainreception@brakenhale.co.uk ~ B www.brakenhale.co.uk
Part of the Greenshaw Learning Trust

( High Expectations and Challenge )



https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor

