Brakenhale News

Friday 315t March 2023 | Half Term 4

Dear Parents/Carers and Students
| hope this finds you well.
We have now come to the end of the Spring half term, albeit feeling like winter on many days!

As always, there has been an array of great experiences in our school throughout this time. Outside of the
learning in lessons, every lesson of every day, the opportunities given to students beyond the classroom have
been plentiful. This Newsletter details much of this. From external speakers who have inspired our students to
a Drop Down Day focussed on enterprise and careers; from trips to the theatre to one to the University of
Cambridge, sport fixtures with some great results to CCF going from strength to strength. | must also mention
the magnificent production that was Matilda back in February! The list goes on. Please look through the next
40+ pages to get a real insight into our school.

As | have previously shared, we increasingly add content to our Facebook page. Please do look at it if you have
an account. Excitingly, after the Easter break, we will be launching a new website. This has been in the pipeline
for a few months now. Whilst most of the content remains the same, elements have been updated but it is more
aesthetically pleasing and easier to navigate. We will send further communication once it’s about to go live.

You will have received various communications yesterday about uniform and tools for learning (TfL). Please
ensure to read and digest this. Please also support us in supporting your child(ren), so that they are refreshed
and ready for the new term after Easter. All students’ uniform will be checked every day. We keep a stock of
spare blazers and shoes, so students will be given these to wear temporarily in the event of incorrect uniform.

| also want to remind all of us about the use of social media. In the previous Newsletter, we shared some helpful
factsheets for parents / carers. These detailed what some of the social media applications are and how we can
monitor them. We have a no-phones policy in school. They should not be seen. However, we know some
students have access to these outside of school and ill-usage leads to issues that could be prevented.

As with every term, we’ve continued to give Golden Tickets and it’s great to see students showcasing these. We
have had special edition tickets this term too. | have also had the opportunity to have pizza with a select group
of students on two occasions this half term. The students were selected by their Heads of Year and | shared with
them how proud | was of their achievements. Well done to all students who have attained house points, Golden
Tickets, a reward in the assemblies this week and/or had a pizza lunch with me!

Today, we say goodbye to three members of staff. Ms Lee has been with us since January teaching Geography.
She was covering for Ms White who will be back after the Easter break. Thank you to Ms Lee for her dedication
to the teaching of Geography. Also, Mr Mclean, our First Aid Practitioner, who has been covering for one year is
leaving us too. We wish him well on his new venture and thank him for all that he has done. Finally, as | relayed
in my communication home earlier in the week, Mr Coley leaves us to become the Deputy Headteacher of a
school in Newbury. The school is part of our Trust (GLT) so we will continue to be working with and seeing Mr
Coley! We thank him for all his dedication to our school and wish him well. Mr Coley has written a piece which
you can read on page 2.

Can | wish you all a restful and happy Easter. We talk to our students about aiming high, being kind and taking
responsibility on a daily basis. These values permeate everything we do. These values, too, transcend the school
- they are important in our everyday lives. Students’ future careers and individual successes drive what we do,
every day, underpinned by those values.

| look forward to seeing all of our students on Tuesday 18 April.

Kind regards,

Mr Tailor, Headteacher
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With the lighter mornings and some sunshine today (Monday 27" March) it truly does feel like Spring is on its
way. Even in the snow at the beginning of March, the seasonal changes all signal progression towards the
examination season and eventually the summer holiday. But before this not too distant future, we must reflect
and evaluate the last term.

The spring term always focuses on embedding best practices, the new strategies implemented in September are
like second nature in January. It is a time when we can all feel supported by the systems in place, including the
students who receive their golden tickets every lesson and a clear behaviour policy which allows them the
opportunity to get it right every single lesson, ensuring all students in the school can learn undisturbed.

Our second Drop Down Day focused on enriching the varied curriculum we already offer. Year 9 experienced an
Enterprise Day, whilst Year 10 focused on their future careers and Year 12 developed even more awareness of
Relationships, Sex and Health Education. Every Drop Down Day is an opportunity for students to develop
transferable skills: the Year 9s worked expertly in teams and delivered winning pitches for their new bag ideas
and Year 10 had their first controlled interview experience with 24 external professionals from various
employment sectors. The overwhelming majority of the student feedback is positive for the day, with a few areas
that we will make even better for next time. Our third and final Drop Down Day is in July and it will focus on all
things ‘Diversity’.

Various other external speakers and visitors have been to visit our students in
the Spring term - we have had exam stress and life skills workshops for Year 11,
a talk from Hezron Brown (an incredibly inspiring man who was presented the
Pride of Britain award by King Charles Ill), an Oxbridge talk by their alumni and
the whole of Year 12 went to visit Cambridge University. Every visit or speaker
is carefully chosen to provide our students with insights into things they might
not experience otherwise.

Additionally, curriculum departments across the school have led subject
specific days. World Book Day was epic at all levels, Science Week had some
interesting experiments, Maths Pi(e) Day produced some special golden tickets
and pies from the canteen, Safer Internet Day led by IT, National Storytelling
Week had us inspired by a story which was drip-fed each lesson, Holocaust
Memorial Day with Year 9 having a special assembly, and World Religion Day at
the beginning of 2023. All department days are again opportunities for learning beyond the curriculum, inspiring
students to be inquisitive.

| hope you all get a well-deserved break over the four-day weekend for Easter, that you celebrate its meaning if
you believe and most importantly that you spend time as a family.

Wishing you all the very best.
Mrs Whitaker Flower, Deputy Headteacher

Nearly seven years on and | find myself writing my final section of this Newsletter. It is time for me to start a new
journey, as Mr Tailor has shared, | begin as Deputy Headteacher in a school in Newbury after Easter, something
that | am ready for.

Over this time at Brakenhale | have been able to experience many aspects of school and community life - moving
from the 'old' building to the 'new’, working with primary colleagues and students for Year 6 transition, working
with Reading FC and Jamie’s Farm, working with colleagues to promote and develop the importance of
attendance and positive behaviour for student development and their learning - these represent a few of the
areas that | have been fortunate to oversee. | have also had the pleasure of teaching across a number of subjects:
PE, Maths, Science, ICT, Geography and recently Health and Social Care. | wish all of my students the very best
for their upcoming exams, | know that you will fully achieve what you are deserving of, and continue to be
wonderful young people.

What makes Brakenhale such a wonderful and warm place to work and spend many hours across a week is
simply - the people who work in it and the students who arrive on a daily basis - as a community Brakenhale is
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great. Outside of the school, | have to mention families, external services and positive relationships as these are
so important - we all continue to work collectively to ensure every student, every day does their very best. | truly
believe and have regularly shared the importance of the school's values: Aim High, Be Kind and Take
Responsibility - all three will allow every student to do what they want to as they move forwards and upwards.
The positive interactions with and from parents and families reinforces this supportive community that is
Brakenhale.

Support is important. | must state that parental support is invaluable - those that | have worked closely with
across my time have bought into our vision and ethos - we must maintain our high expectations daily, supporting
our young people to understand the importance of routines, expectations and consequences. Life is waiting for
them, we must work together to make them ready for it. Sometimes, there are simply no excuses and acceptance
is necessary.

Finally, thank you - sometimes these two words seem too simple but they say everything. |
have thoroughly enjoyed working at and being a part of this wonderful school, working
closely with everyone within it. Every day is a new day, a fresh start - go again and do your
very best each time.

Wishing every single one of you the very best.
Mr Coley, Deputy Headteacher

With the clocks going forward, the weather improving and the evenings remaining lighter for longer it is clear
that Summer is fast approaching. At the same time, four terms of this academic year have been completed and
the remaining two are on the horizon, which also means that GCSE and A Level exams are around the corner.

Students in Year 11 and 13 have completed their final Pre-Public Exams (PPEs). The outcomes of the PPEs show
an improvement in exam grades for students between those completed in November and most recently in
February. When we return from the Easter holiday, there are 18 school days before the exam series, which starts
on Monday 15" May. To aid student revision over the Easter holiday, a variety of revision sessions have been
offered to students, they have also been issued with an exam manifest (which outlines what they need to revise)
and Year 11 students have received a second presentation on exam revision techniques.

The past term has been full of activities; including the introduction of curriculum reviews (Deep Dives) which
have been completed in the Social Sciences, Geography and Languages departments. These have been insightful
and students have spoken highly of their lessons. As a whole school we have focused on securing routines and
habits with our teaching pedagogy, to ensure outcomes, with all year groups, are maximised.

Wishing you a wonderful Easter holiday.
Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher
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Rewarding

Students

Mr P McKane,

Our ‘Golden Ticket’ is given out in every lesson every day to recognise and reward
students. Furthermore we regularly hold ‘Reward events with the Headteacher'.

Assistant Headteacher

This occurs every three weeks, ie. twice per half term.

Pizza Lunch with the Headteacher!
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This term we have 'Pizza with the Headteacher' (rather than Hot Chocolate)!

Well done to all the students - from Year 7 right the way through to Year 13 - who were chosen for their outstanding
reports this term and had lunch with Mr Tailor on Thursday 9" March.

Similarly, students were selected by their Heads of Year for the second pizza lunch of the half term on Thursday
30™ March to celebrate ‘Being Kind’ and recognising those students who stand out as always being kind to others.

They all fulfil our values of Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility and Mr Tailor is really proud.

~

\

for all outgrown uniform / PE kit
donations as our stocks are very

SOS \

low for fulfilling second hand
uniform requests.

BRAKENHALE

DO YOU HAVE
ANY UNWANTED or
OUT-GROWN
UNIFORM or PEKIT?

Thank you. /

ALL DONATIONS
GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

Meise bring o main reception of
the K53 Heed of Year office
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Combined Cadet Force

Captain Bury, Contingent Commander, Brakenhale School CCF

Brakenhale CCF has yet again had a full action packed few months of training and courses being run for both our
cadets and instructors.

February 2023

Over the weekend of the 18" and 19™ February we ran a Student First Aid training weekend. The weekend allowed
cadets to take part in a formal First Aid training course and on the successful completion of the course, cadets were
awarded their ‘Student First Aid Award’.

The training covered all of the following first aid subjects — actions on an emergency, primary and secondary
assessments, CPR and AEDs (Automated External Defibrillators), wounds and bleeding, burns and scalds, choking,
foreign objects, head and spinal injuries, anaphylaxis and eye injuries.

Below are the cadets in action during this training weekend.
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We are really proud of the cadets who gave up the weekend to take part in the first aid training and following the
successful completion of the test at the end, we now have 47 cadets that are fully qualified as youth first aiders.

Tuesday 21° February

Brakenhale CCF cadets were invited to attend the Royal ’
Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service Station in Bracknell. This
was a chance for the cadets to get a look behind the scenes
of the workings of a fire station.

The cadets were shown around lots of different fire-fighting
equipment used by the fire service and also had the chance
to try on some of the equipment the firefighters wear.

Below are some pictures from this visit: CADETS ON PARADE AT THE FIRE STATION

March 2023

On Friday 17" March cadets deployed on the first full Fieldcraft adventure to Tangier Wood on the Surrey/Kent
boarder.

WOW, what 3 days we had at Tangier Wood.

Cadets started with basic fieldcraft exercise drills such as basha building, cooking in the field and personal care in
the field. This quickly progressed to tactical skills such as fieldcraft signals and types of patrols, all with practical
sessions.
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Cadets yet again quickly moved on with the tactical skills and were learning about CTR (Close Target Recognition),
A to H (the way the army talks about a person when describing them) and Orders.

Before cadets could even get their heads down on day 2 they were out
playing some games. The games included rock, paper, scissors, giant jenga,
tug of war, pick a route and axe throwing, BUT, like everything cadets do,
it had its own twists.

Where do | start with day 3??7? It can only be one place with the 0430hrs
alarm the cadets received — YES! 0430!

Cadets were up and ready to move out following the orders given in the
briefing the night before.

The cadets spent 30 minutes out on a recce with patrols getting intel on
the newly found enemy position. They then met the Contingent
Commander and back briefed him in what they had found; ALL this before breakfast.

Following breakfast cadets were given the final strike orders and then spent time practicing a hostage rescue and
their technique on carrying out a strike.

Each team then split in half and got ready for H Hour (move out to carry out the strike).

WELL let's just say all hostages were saved and a few cadets REALLY enjoyed taking the enemy hostage (maybe a
little too much).

The final hour was spent doing some axe throwing and just enjoying the amazing grounds of Tangier Wood.

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 7/42 @



Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

WA )

>

The final minutes came and we were so
proud to be able to PROMOTE Cadet Cpl
Duncombe to Cadet Sgt. Cadet Sgt
Duncombe showed the spirit of a good
leader and the skills that warranted her
promotion.

Cadet of the month (yes early but so
fully deserved) was awarded to Cadet
Mason again  following another
outstanding 3 days

CONGRATULATIONS BOTH

THANK YOU to Tangier Wood. Staff/owners, Jodie and Jorden, for the best Cadet 3 day
experience we have ever had and we can't wait to spend a week with in July for our Summer
Camp.

One Last Thank You

I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the amazing team | have of adult instructors. Without
the work and commitment, they give to the CCF we would not be able to offer our cadets all of
the life changing opportunities we do. So, THANK YOU and here are the adults showing the love!

Hope for Hasti

Brakenhale School Cadets undertook a gruelling 24-hour, 800-mile challenge and raised £3,715 for Hope for Hasti;
inspired by the Barefoot Soldier, Major Chris Brannigan’s, 700-mile barefoot walk from Land’s End to Edinburgh, in
full military kit, to raise money to fund pioneering research into treatments for rare disease Cornelia de Lange
Syndrome (CdLS), with which his young daughter, Hasti (11), was diagnosed with in 2018 and for which there are
currently no treatment options.
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Six months ago, | put forward the idea of this challenge to my cadets to support Hope for Hasti and without
hesitation they all agreed.

50 brave Cadet volunteers completed the gruelling challenge of walking a total of 800 miles in the cold and rain
over the weekend of the 25th and 26th of March. The Cadets were inspired by the 700-mile barefoot march from
Land’s End to Edinburgh by Major Chris Brannigan, also known as the Barefoot Soldier, who completed the
unthinkable challenge in 35 days over the summer of 2020, as covered by all the national press, and has resulted in
Chris becoming a Pride of Britain award winner.

The Cadets commenced the challenge at 10AM on Saturday 25th March and didn’t complete the final lap until
10AM on Sunday 26th March. To meet the target 800 miles, the cadets had to complete a total of 3,200 laps of the
Brakenhale School athletics track, and they tracked their progress by collecting one of 3,200 beads each time they
completed a lap. On average, each Cadet had to complete 64 laps of the track; an incredible 16 miles per Cadet.

Despite the cold and the rain faced by the Cadets and the Instructors, their enthusiasm never waned. Cadets
walked, skipped, ran, and in one case, walked with crutches around the track throughout the day. As this was a 24-
hour challenge, the Cadets pitched their tents on the school playing field over-night and Mums and Dads visited in
the evening to check their progress and to deliver their dinner. Kabirs Restaurant, Crowthorne very kindly donated
a delicious dinner to the Instructors who planned and delivered the event. Brakenhale School CCF were also
supported by other local companies such as Splitz Facilities who kindly loaned generators and heaters so that
everyone could keep warm despite the inclement weather, SF Embroidery who donated their services for printing
of the T-shirts worn by the Cadets, and Willerby Roofing & Exteriors Ltd who provided shelters.

We, as a CCF unit, have seen the highs and lows that Major Chris Brannigan and his family have been through to try
and bring awareness for this extremely rare condition into the mainstream media, so to be able to support Hasti
and raise the awareness of CdLS in our area was something both Cadets and instructors were enthusiastic to do.
When you plan an event like this you hope that you can hit your sponsorship target but we are blown away by the
support we have received and to be able to raise over £3,700 is outstanding.
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Year 9 Choices

Mr George, Assistant Headteacher

Thank you to all the students and parents that have actively engaged with the Year 9 Choices process. It is always
a privilege to be part of this exciting journey as our students are about to embark on their GCSE and Vocational
courses.

As | explained during the presentation evening, it is a very complex job to review all of the choices and then prepare
the timetable for September 2023. We will be working on this through the next half-term and we will have
conversations when needed with any students where we are unable to allocate their choices. If you have any
questions then please do contact us at data@brakenhale.co.uk. We expect to be able to confirm student choices
at the end of June.

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 10/42 @


mailto:data@brakenhale.co.uk

Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Drop Down Day - Friday 17*" March

Mrs H Whitaker, Deputy Headteacher | Mrs Millard, Head of
Performing Arts | Miss Wilhelmy, Head of Creative Arts

On Friday 17" March, we had our second Drop Down Day (DDD) at
Brakenhale. Drop Down Days are 'off-timetable' days, which
replace students’ normal lessons with activities used to strengthen
students' practical application of skills and provide a deeper
learning experience.

In response to feedback from our November DDD, we organised activities for 3 year groups: Years 9, 10 and 12,
creating events that were relevant to their specific curriculum and stage of life.

Year 9 students took part in an Enterprise Day, working in their tutor groups to create a design for a new style of
school rucksack. Students worked in small groups, creating a design that was within a fixed budget, was fully costed,
developing a sales and marketing plan and ultimately, pitching their design to the rest of their tutor group. Each
tutor group put forward a winning
team, who pitched their idea to Mr
Tailor and Mrs Budden, whilst the
presentation was live streamed into
all Year 9 classrooms. The winning
tutor group was 9A with an excellent
brand name, design and pitch,
delivered by Charlie B and Ashton B,
est2023 whilst the rest of Slackpack’s team -
Frankie G, Tia W and Amelia P -
supported from the side-lines.

Year 10 students spent their day working on their CVs and interview preparation, thinking about life after
Brakenhale. They heard from a Brakenhale alumni, Clare Russell, who gave an inspirational talk about her career
journey. In the afternoon, we welcomed 24 external interviewers to Brakenhale from a variety of companies and
careers, who gave up their time to interview every Year 10 student and to provide them with invaluable advice.
Feedback from the interviewers was highly complimentary about the professionalism of our Year 10 students.

Finally, Year 12 students spent the day learning about relationships, sex education and health. They heard from an
external speaker talking about toxic masculinity; had a very informative sex education class from Ms loannidis;
learnt relevant first aid skills from Mr McLean and participated in an Assessment Centre task to test their problem
solving and creativity skills.

Feedback on this second of our Drop Down Days was highly positive from all involved and we are very much looking
forward to our third event in the Summer term, when we will be celebrating the theme of ‘Diversity’.

PE and Extra Curricular Round-Up | Half Term 3

Mr Potter, Head of PE, Mr Maye, Second in PE and PE Team
British Boxing Champion

The school received a call from Terry Blair, Head coach at GH Boxing Academy in Bracknell, regarding Year 8 student
Louie Delaney. He attends the Boxing club and last month became the British Schoolboy Boxing Champion - The
best in the country! This is an outstanding achievement for Louie!! He shows the dedication required to reach this
standard in every PE lesson as well as any event representing the school - be it football, cross country or athletics -
his determination and commitment is second to none!

From Everyone in Brakenhale PE and the rest of the School Congratulations Champ!
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Swimming Bronze Medal

Bobby D in Year 9 is a competitive swimmer and trains 4/5 times a week with a club called Rushmoor Royals over
in Aldershot. Last weekend Bobby spent the whole weekend competing; on Saturday he swam in 4 races and
managed to get 3 personal bests (PBs) and even knocked 10 seconds off one of them.

On Sunday Bobby swam in 2 races; the first being 1500m freestyle (to put that into perspective that is 60 lengths
of the leisure centre pool). Bobby achieved it in just under 24 minutes, his coach having set him a goal of 25 minutes,
and he was awarded a bronze medal. To say that his parents and | are very proud of him would be an
understatement. He then pulled another PB not long after in another race. Well done Bobby!

Cheerleading

Jaya B in Year 9 attended the Allstar Cheerleading Championships at the weekend in Nottingham with her
cheerleading team, Kick Twist. We are delighted to inform you that they came 1% in their category! We are so proud
and congratulate Jaya and the team on their sporting success! Kelsey Hudson, Programme Director, Kick Twist
Cheerleading

Girls Football

This term we have seen a number of girls across Years 7, 8 and 9 represent the
school in the Under 14 Girls East Berkshire football league. All girls involved have
shown excellent commitment and enthusiasm with every game. It has been a
mixed bag with the results but | can't fault the girls' hard work and dedication. We
have our last fixture on Wednesday 27" March and we are excited to see how high
up the league we can finish! Well done to everyone involved!

Year 7 Boys Football

Brakenhale's Year 7 football team are nearly done with their season, having played
another two games in the East Berkshire Schools’ League, both at home.

Their first game this half term, at home to Ranelagh, was a very competitive encounter on a lovely sunny afternoon.
The boys showed their clinical side as they defended well and moved the ball at pace to build up a 3-0 lead by the
end of the first half. Ranelagh, missing a few key players, were unfortunate in several goal scoring opportunities
and whilst Brakenhale scored a further two goals in the second half, the score line did not truly reflect how
competitive and close the game was as the game finished 5-0. Player of the match - Raf C.

Their second game, at home to Charters, was also a tight and very physical encounter on home soil. Brakenhale
started well and a lightning attack saw us take the lead with a great composed finish from Raf. Charters responded
well, scoring a wonder goal from a free kick 20 yards out, hitting the top corner with a fantastic strike to finish the
half on level terms. A long range shot managed to fool our goalkeeper in the air and allowed Charters to take the
lead, against the run of play early in the second half. Brakenhale dug deep and a well-timed half volley in the bottom
corner from Spencer H inside the box put Brakenhale back on even terms. Both teams fought well, with both teams
having a goal disallowed for offside as the game finished 2-2, with Charters having all the momentum in the final
stages. Player of the match - Harrison H.

Year 8 Boys Football
So this term the boys have played 2 more cup games and 3 league games! Winning 4 and losing just one!!

Cup run so far... So after an extra preliminary win vs EP we then hosted St Bartholomew’s from Slough at home.
The boys put in a good shift both physically and mentally, working hard in and out of possession. Some of the
football shown in last year’s cup run was evident and we ran out 2-0 winners, progressing to the next round.
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Next was an away trip to Claires Court School in Taplow. The boys were
keen and finished the school day earlier than normal and we took a trip
over to the venue. The pitch was not the best for our passing game and we
struggled early on against a fit and physical team. Then an unlucky error by
their GK (lucky for us) enabled us to relax a bit and grow into the game.
They equalised late on in the half against the run of play to go in at half
time 1-1. A few adjustments, the boys took advice onboard and again
dominated the game but could not find the goal. That said, sadly the GK for
Claires Court found the same bump in the ground as the first half and a
tame shot hit the spot and into the goal! In a cup game when you dominate
possession but can’t score you take the goals from wherever and however they come!

This now means that on Thursday 30™ March we travel to Ditton Park School (Slough) for a place in the semi-final
of the County cup at stake...

Our League Campaign so far... We opened our league campaign with a hard
fought 1-0 win away to LVS school with a very even game. It was a Seb P
penalty that was the only thing separating the 2 good teams.

Full of confidence we went into a home game vs Forest School and despite
scoring 3 goals and playing some good football, an inspired performance
from a Reading Academy player (where he sadly scored 7!) meant we lost
7-3.

Our most recent game saw us travel to Piggott School. A few very last-
minute changes to the team, 11 dedicated, hard-working boys got on the
bus and made the trip. After a fairly even affair we went 1-0 down into the break. The boys were not downbeat,
took advice on board and went out and won 2-1 to keep our challenge for honours on two fronts.

Next up is a Home game vs EP, away to Garth followed by a Quarter final cup game away to Ditton Park to come.
So watch this space - if things go to plan football will continue after the Easter Break but if not then we will put the
nets away for this year.....

Year 9 Boys Football

The Year 9 footballers had a short and sweet season this year. They lacked commitment to training in the first half
of the term with only a select few being able to attend, meaning they didn’t have the structure and confidence to
take to the pitch in the latter half of the term towards Easter for their fixtures.

Both games, against LVS and Forest, ended in losses but the boys developed in ways which they learnt from.
Showing resilience and determination to not allow the score line to get the better of them, the boys did put in the
hard yards and did not give up, despite some decent football from the opposition.

The game against EP was cancelled due to a staffing issue at EP so this awarded us the win but we are due to play
the fixture in the summer term so the boys do not lose out.

The big take away from this is about preparation and failure... if you fail to prepare, you prepare to fail and that is
what the boys have suffered this year. Year group sport will be reviewed in Year 10.

Year 9 football squad 2022-23: Alfie B, Owen C, Thomas G, Frazer H, Joshua H, Aiden H, Mikey M, Eamonn P, Joseph
R, John R, Peter R, Kieron S, Aston S, Zach W

Year 9 Primary Schools Sports Leaders

Our Year 9 Sports Leaders took part in their first Primary School Leadership event this past term. There were nearly
40 Year 9 students who wished to take part, so they were set an 'Apprentice’ style task and were asked to apply for
the job. There were some superb letters of application that came in and this made it tough to select the students.
20 Year 9s were eventually chosen and they had a day out at the Leisure Centre helping support the Year 3/4
Primary School Indoor Athletics event.

Our students had to greet, explain, demonstrate, organise, record and run the events along with staff from the
Primary Schools and the Bracknell Forest School Sports Partnership.
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The Leaders were incredible and worked fantastically well and with great energy to help the day take place. The
Leaders, some of whom remembered and saw their primary teachers, took that step up and worked with the
younger students to give them a fantastic day of competitive sport.

The Leaders will be back in action in the summer heling with the outdoor athletics event and then will help out
again at the Year 5/6 indoor events next year in Year 10.

Well done to all students who took part in the event, you were all fantastic!

Year 9 Sports Leaders 2022-23: Isobel A, Callum B, Jaya B, Florence B, Alesia C, Owen C, Megan C, Chloe D, Bobby D,
Ruby-Mae G, Aiden HB, Ava J, Sarah-Louise J, Tabitha M, Olivia M, Cleo M, Mikey M, Lexi S, Sophie S, Zach W

Extra-Curricular Clubs

So the SUMMER TERM is here after the Easter break!!!! Hopefully so will the summer weather!
So what can you look forward to on Sports Night.........

CRICKET! get padded up in the nets, practice your batting, Bowling and fielding....

ATHLETICS! Can you run, jump, throw? Fancy learning How? Come along and have a go at Sprints, Middle distance,
Javelin or shot!

ROUNDERS! How is your hand eye coordination? Fancy practicing batting, fielding, bowling with friends then come
along!

Don't fancy any of those... well Mates Participate still running, why don’t you and a friend have a work out in the
Gym or play some Tennis? Come along and let the PE staff know what you fancy doing and we will help you get
involved!

Come on down after line up each Wednesday, sign in on the QR code and get involved!

What is this?
An opportunity to take
part in school sport or
activity, to get another fix
of PE!

Just sign in with PE staff
and stay and play - simple!

When is it on?

EVERY

Wednesday...

Plus FIXTURES!!II!

W FIXTURES vs This Term... FIXTURES vs

-lopm other schools other schools
e SPORT1- Cricket - ALL years Boys & Girls
o SPORT 2 - Athletics - ALL years Boys & Girls Basketball in the
sports hall with

e SPORT 3 - Rounders - ALL years Boys & Girls Mr Mav!

« Mates Participate - ALL years Boys & Girls
Fitness Suite...
Tennis...
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PE Champions for this Half Term

Gl i PE CHAMPIONS Spring Half Term 1 - WELL DONE!
Wock beginning: 20/2/23 Week heginning: 27/2/23 Week beginning: 6/3/23
Statt Studont ‘ Tutoer Studest Tutor Student T Tator
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Mr Bowcher Kacper M 108 Oliver M 8A Ay 1 \ 5
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Week beginning: 13/3/23 Week beginning: 20/3/23 Week boginning: 27/3/23
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' Mr Boscher Yancy 8H Maya A 108 Comnar B ‘ 10¢
s Wilsoa Chloe B 8t Taffy G 3 Kacke H | 8H
& Ms Montgomary Mya D 1ne Rahita V 10K Lauron € \ N
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PE reminders
The only kit that is allowed for PE is Brakenhale PE kit. Unless there are extenuating circumstances and we have an
email from parents to the class teacher with a reason why a student does not have their Brakenhale kit, students
must have their full Brakenhale PE kit. Failure to comply with this will lead to a same day sanction.
All incidents of injury or iliness that lead to students not being able to do PE must be communicated to the class
teacher, via an email from parents. We do not accept hand written notes. Failure to comply with this will lead to a
same day sanction.
Any student with long hair must ensure hair is tied back appropriately with a suitable hair tie or band. Whilst we do
have some hair bands/ties in PE this is a personal responsibility. Additionally, we do not allow for any type of
jewellery, piercing or watches to be worn in PE. Students will be told to remove these.
All students who cannot take part in PE must stay with us in the lesson. We do not allow for students to miss PE for
medical reasons and spend time in the LRC or another part of the school.
Mr Potters top tips for winter PE lessons!
As the coming week and months are going to get colder, can | please ask that students are adequately prepared for
PE. Items can be purchased from the online school shop for PE (tracksuit bottoms or the PE jumper).

e Wear PE tracksuit bottoms/leggings rather than PE shorts/skorts

e Wear your PE jumper on top of your PE shirt as an extra layer

e Put a plain t shirt (black or white) or vest under your PE shirt for another extra layer

e If you have a skin/thermal style top, these can be worn if black or white only.

e Bring a pair of fingered black gloves to keep your hands warm

e Ensure your socks are correct (PE socks - long knee socks or white sports socks) and don't wear your black

school socks for PE as your feet will get cold as they are thin
e Keep active as soon as you are changed and get to your lesson - start warm ups and dynamic stretches to
keep moving and keep warm - plus it will impress your teacher.

***Due to health and safety, we do not allow full outdoor coats, PE/Brakenhale hoodies, scarves, snoods or beanies
to be worn in PE***
Being in the outdoors all year round is a brilliant thing, but we do understand that the weather can be tough on
students, that is why it is key to get students adequately prepared for lessons. We want students to have a positive
experience in PE but at the same time build resilience, so please ensure items have been packed for them to take
partin PE.
If for whatever reason a lesson cannot go ahead due to inclement weather, there is a pre-planned indoor space for
students to be taught in, by their PE teacher. This will be the sports hall, fitness suite, one of the movement studios,
the main hall or trampoline centre.
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Careers @ Brakenhale

Mrs K Allum, Careers Lead and Mrs Whitaker-Flower, Deputy Headteacher

It has been a wonderful term for Careers at Brakenhale and it's such an honour to meet and get to know our young
people. They always fascinate and impress me for many different reasons; their subject interests, sheer talent,
hobbies, aspirations and a wanting to improve themselves. When | speak with individuals alone, it is always
apparent how serious, and sometimes worried, they are about their next move and future career. The school is
very keen to put more career mechanisms in place to help students.

Year 11s: At this point in time, | would expect EVERY student to have applied for their post GCSE option; either full
time education (Sixth Form/College), Apprenticeship or 'job (20+ hours a week) plus a part-time course.' If this has
NOT happened then please let myself and Mr Hilton know urgently. Please be aware that there will always be entry
requirements, therefore | often advise students to have a plan A and a plan B. Be realistic and if you think a plan B
is needed then make that happen. Please also be aware that students can often change their mind on what they
want to study, so there is no harm in making a few different applications. Many of the students are now being
offered 'conditional offers'; please accept all the offers for now - then when the GCSE results come in, that is when
you enrol on one of the options and decline the others. | always advise students to keep ALL their options open for
now. | have grown very fond of this year group and will really miss them when they fly the Year 11 nest! Please be
mindful to triple check that your child has received a conditional offer by this point, if not then please contact the
relevant provider at your earliest convenience.

Year 10s: We hosted a Careers Day in March where they could create their CV and learn interviewing skills. It was
a chance for each student to really brush up on these important life skills. We even had external volunteer
interviewers coming - professionals from a range of industries. Some of the Year 10s are very keen to start their
Career chats; it is great to see their drive and enthusiasm. In the Autumn term we will really start to work with them
on this.

This term we also had
Careers  week, which
involved a  dedicated
assembly, the LRC hosting a
table filled with Careers
information and access to a
virtual careers fair and
online video content of
what is like to work in
certain industries. Since
that event many students
from varying year groups
have asked me for help and
support.

We have had more detailed
talks with a Microsoft
Solutions Provider in terms
of how we can interlink
with our IT students, we
should have some exciting
things coming up regarding
that. Watch this space!
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Drop Down Day for Year 12

Ms H loannidis, Head of Vocational & Alternative Curriculum

Year 12 were involved in a range of seminars and workshops all focused on building positive relationships and life
enhancing skills.

The day included:

e A seminar about Misogyny and a discussion surrounding
Andrew Tate,

e A workshop discussing safe sex, condom application and
relationship expectations with sex and how they differ
due to culture and individual preferences,

e Afirst aid live demonstration with our medical team to
ensure all students know how to perform basic first aid,

e An assessment style interview task to enhance their
knowledge about the job application process.

Maths Update

Miss V Moore, Acting Head of Maths
Pi Day — 14" March 2023

On Tuesday 14" March the maths department celebrated International Pi Day. The theme for the year was
‘Mathematics for Everyone’. Before the celebrations could get started we launched a competition to have the
students design a ‘Limited-Edition Golden Ticket’ to use throughout the week.

Congratulations again to our two winners Bryony T in Year 9 and lan Y in Year 8. Both students received a £10
voucher for their fantastic designs. Please see their Limited-Edition Golden Ticket below:

LIMITED EDITION ¢ LIMITED EDITION * LIMITED EDITION * LIMITED EDITION * LIWITED EDITION

LINITED EDITION ¢ LIMITED EDITION * LIMITED EDITION
NOWIOT OILIMIM « NOLLOT OIUKAN » NOWOS GILMN

LIMITED EDITION * LIMITED EDITION ¢ LIMITED EDITION ¢ LIMITED EDITION ¢ LIMITED EDITION

lanY —Year 8 Bryony T—Year9

Our school chef Mr Asran and his team got in on the Pi Day celebration as well. We were served a delicious variety
of pies. We couldn’t have a ‘Pi Day’ without ‘Pies’, could we!
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PSHE Update Spring Term

Ms H loannidis, PSHE Lead

In PSHE this term, studentsin Year 7 to 11 have been focusing on the themes of goal setting in terms of their physical
and mental health, careers, and financial and economic education during their fortnightly lessons. We at Brakenhale
encourage you to ask them what they have explored in PSHE as it projects into life outside of school and gives it
some real context.

In Sixth Form, Year 12 students had a visit from Epic Risk Management — a charity with speakers who share their
gambling addiction and explain the risks involved with online betting and how easy it can be to get involved in
negative situations. Students in Year 13 have been focusing on their aspirations for this new year and how to
support their physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing. They have been involved in time management seminars,
learning to deep breathe with mediation to support them during times of stress or when overwhelmed. Both years
have also completed a virtual financial escape room to place them in real life scenarios connected to debt,
borrowing and purchasing big items like cars.

For future PSHE topics and lesson break downs please visit our curriculum overview here for the Summer Term:

https://brakenhale.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PSHE-at-a-glance.pdf

Year 7
(F  MYDREAMSAND GOALS ) [ RESPONSIBLE CHOICES 1\ (~ STRESSAND ANXIETY )
o Being responsible means being Stress is the body's reaction
g’ ;’;?g;;’ o ARcRtinns: At dependable, keeping promises to feeling threatenad or
and honoring our under pressure. It's very
commitments. It is accepting common and can be
ff;;.:'ﬁu‘,’ﬁf::ﬁé WeTg toTa N the consequences for what we  Flesponsibie motivating to help us
say and do. achieve things but too much
e o et s 8 i e e —— . stress can affect our mood,
15 U@ POSSIDIILY OF LaENg 30 ac TN body and our relationships.
COPING STRATEGIES when we cannot always predict what will ¥ G2
. happen and when there 1s the potential of Anxiety is a feeling of worry, nervousness,
Removing the ‘Culture of Blame’ losing something of value. or unease about something with an
Some organisations have found that when Gambling uncestain autcome.
they changed their approach to dealing with g >
mistakes fewer errors occurred. Gambling is a risk where money (or What are the signs of stress?
something else of value) is swapped in the
when the “culture of blame’ is removed hope of winning something better. 00 .t ~gc
people are more likely to report prodlems s - o5 m -, 8
and try to solve them. Participants have no k‘ S \E
idea if they will win or lose. Snetonst Copiiive. Bohuvioursl Pheysical
MAKING GOOD HEALTH CHOICES UNDERSTANDING SUBSTANCES
The term “substances” refers to drugs or
L& Th:duxe? -@mmext lrl\as . alcohol, and includes things such as
g'm. d:cm haerl‘psgzop?e cigarettes, illegal drugs, prescription drugs,
‘ il bt e inhalants and solvents
choices. - Uﬂdef_the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, the
e e Whilst this guidance works for some 'fr(:g::;:gl:':a:ﬁ";rﬁzm’fh
Dealing with setbacks! people, it is not suitable for everyone. E
B . Physical Exercise + Possassion of 3 controlled drug
Life is not always a straight path towards . + Possession with intent to supply
your goal, there will be obstructions along + Itcan make you feel happier by T k another person
the way but you shouldn't give up. releasing serotonin and endorphins :
+ It can reduce stress s r—
Here are some examples of people who * ltcan help with weight management cstaty DA b e Darngor con
had to fight to get wher; they are... * Itis good for your muscles and bones v,
ATl aTE
slzep ; ey
+ Sleep helps your body to fight back, * Savtraten carrate
sleep allows your body to strengthen e e
\ ) \ itself and fight infection. ) \ ter ot arerres )
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Year 8

(" MY LONG-TERM GOALS )

Long-term goals: Consist of plans you

~ e make for your future usally over a year
or longer.

Short-term goals: these are the steps
e Take 10 reach our tong-term goals
wsually done over weela or months.

= G 50
to keep
mmw-!

(" UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF )

MONEY

Evidence from tolis

«  Mongy can make it easier to be happy
but it's not a guanantes

« What does seem o make us Aappy b
being generous with money

Financial Risks

Mcn@dm;]manmymm

buy things but have to pay it back

mmmm

Gambling: there are lott
of ways 1o gamble, icratch
cards, national lottery,
on-line betting. and dinge.
But the chances of
winning are very sfim.

Stress is the body’s reaction to feeling
threatened or Under pressure. it's very
commen and can be motivating to held us
schieve things DUt too much stress can Mfect
our mood, body and our relationships.

Stresy 5 motivating and gets things done; at
the other end of the spectrum, stress Can be
more debilitating; and wae all tpend time at
differsnt parts of the spectrum, depsading on
the mvation,

\ 4 J

MY TH

There are § dimensions
to weliness. Social,
Physical, inteliectal,
Emational, Spintual,
Environmental, Financial
and Occupatioral,

®
5

12wl help you work towards this too.

SUBSTANCE USE AND MISUSE
The tern “substance use” refers 1o the we

Cannabis refers to a group of three plants
with psychoactive properties, known
5 Connadls sothve, Cannadls Indice,
and Cannadis ruderalls. some call it weed,
some call it poe, and others call it
marijusns.
Micoting is a chemical that contaim
which fs made by several types of
WMWImmMW plant.
Nacoting is heavily addictive and harmiul.
Sucrase 1§ common sugar. For human
Consumption, SuCrose is extracted and
refined from either sugarcane or sugar beet
and iz often found mainty in junk food.

alcohol i the most widely wed drug in the
warld. Thers are diffecent types of alcohol.
holic ernk the ch

ethanol. Alcohol can be extramely

km.

Year 9

wumywumm
are four

SPECIFIC
MEASURABLE 'ncorporates Al of these
ACHIEVABLE

P 3 & impor

Orooming j3 when someone bullds an
emctional connection with a chitd to gain
their truat for the purpose of sexual adue,
wossl sxplottation or trafficong.
Grooming can be more than sexual abuse

It can akso mean infiuencing people
to follow extremist ideas or values such as
terrorism,

Radicalisation means the process whare
mumwmum political,
socisl and religions soesls 37d asc

Thit can lead to “terrorist’ activities.

4 PLANS AND GOALS "\ (© MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL )
Personal strengths are the personal giiils we ILLNESS
m"".'::"""l . They are also the siills mental health 15 3 state of well-being in

which every incividual realives his or her
Own potentisl, can cope with the normal
streases of life, can work productively and
hlthﬂy“uﬂ.&nﬂnlm
to har or hiz community.

mental iliness, alio calles mental health
Giscrden or mental fl-hesith, refers 1o 3
wide range of conditiona.

Buiilding resilience &
one ‘way for us to /
manage our mental ——
health, Listen to
what thess young —_—t
peaple have to say
about resilience.

Mwm%wwumm
stop developing or dizsappesr.
Female genital mugilation (FOm), also known
a female and female

S b ey
dmcddhmnﬂfmm

Types of FOM o o

0000

whare it*s found!
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Year 10

(" BALANCE AND HEALTH N\ HEALTH MOT "\ (( EXTRAORDINARY BODIESAND )
L wn;u‘saﬁ-oam MINDS
cendition of your body, taking into Angely 1t 8 feeling of fear or pamic
—_ mddn-.tnﬁm':mhu:t Symplovy include feeting, frighzened,
nervoss or panicky all the time. You may also
Mertal health iz not just the absence of e feel down or Sepressed.
mental dsorder. It s & iate of well- T S e wides dotasminants of hoslsh, Obsemsive Comprisive Disorder:
SENT Detng in which every peron resiizes his N nma Obsessions: The obsetsiont may be thoughts
o her own potential. rue "I“;“l"'n"“ ”" ‘*, : s O worTies that you may get A dsease or that
D Balance is one of the mest imgortant mwlpouythn!*poqlo samething will happen to somecne close to
 hiogs e can i fox i . 13 e geal more effectively with stressful B i e e
M\uw m. : mnwm. ‘ m:ammvww

Depression

Some young people feel sad, lonely, down,
suoous or streased for periods of time
o the extant that it can their everyday
[1ves 30d can prevent that young persen from
doling things they would normally do

An oating disorder

is when you have

which can take

over your life and

m*mllm

imvolve too

: much or too

r———— - ummmmmmm

' wmmmmm-\m‘

disorder.

children,
Organ donation is the rocess when & person allows property
a0 organ of their own 10 be removed and ownershio,
transplanted to ancther person, legally, either by o
consent while the donor |5 alive or daad with the

aniat of the et o . Domesic s 1 any form of threatening , violent or
P degrading Lreatment againgt 3 woman or man Ly thelr wd% a
20 5T Is an Infection passed fromone 0 partser m"""""’:mhm‘“‘ sexual
PREION 1o Arcther peson sl | | Hanour based abuse i committed when a3 familly feels
contact, An ST1 can be passed one 5N that has Gone somathing 1o bring “dish it &3 important that you shouls
Person 1o ancther through seal to 3 family m‘:-vmwuru;n
contact, including vaginal, anal and orak in an arranged marviage both participants give their 10 do Ayting. Sppert
sex. STE Can past Detween men and (*’ Mwm“m“hu "‘M'ni avxilable if you are worried
wormen, and WO 10 women and p forced marriage o of both paticipents the Dot Remember 1t's
Cﬂwm J marriage without giving their Kmmmmm
|
Year 11
(" FUTURE EMPLOYMENT SKILLS ) (LOOKING FORWARD TO RELATIONSHIPY ([ MY STRESS LEVELS =)
Employment skills of the future: The milnireuen age you can get married in The first step townrds managing stress is
England 15 now 18, This applies to both recognising the sigm (what someone eize might be
. — opposite sex and same sex marriages. abie to see] and symptoms (what the person
experience.
e e M.nh.tor(lvihmnﬂp s e sty e s
. | —— — ar— MrTiges e regateeed an Seapet . I 4 hard copy regiuer [ ] AT
S isoe, v~
L G~ - B | ——
.G—chv-———-u- © Warriage b anded by divorce. by beth partie ol akiing & .E:“};&" S site
Grcree dskate. Some effocts of B murringe end whe e e il e L
cree e b et l."..uﬁ.
0 | ——y @t ® P L LS Iy : 'tl e bearty ol b ey
+ Ol partaerdvis v ended iy dusstaion ondel ey <13} ovommd st oo
. D e R R ”'E' Dedt
+ M e e, & T S ood & marage N ey, 154 whibiey e
.-—-.-—--u--—. Powmrves, 156 % et an Acceptid remes o nacvrg o vt 584 ™ s vtiis intier tune
partrenshp §s g33
o———--——-—_ - - - ‘_._...‘3‘. ooty
oy st ey o
o———— YTy o
e it Foming s
PERSONAL HYGIENE AND HEALTH HAVING CHILDREN
A L T T p— The Focts (Cxmwemmny
/ g Offenses ast 3031
f < g Soroww corsarts in vagral, anel or ord y [ o —— —— 10
bty t b e e Perenation endy I s agrees by chekor P anpafuyumy 4
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Literacy

Mrs D Lewis, English and Literacy
Key Stage 3 Bookclub

We are currently reading The Magpie Society and
should complete the reading before the next half

term. We have been exploring the history and e
connotations of magpies - see below our research 4;\,:_' R
so far...We are looking for more Year 7s and 8s to "
join us. Why? There are 100 reasons to read - just | p

take a look yourself! On top of this, improving k;.
one's reading skills can have an impact on student
progress of up to 6 months!

‘a¥a a8

.'.A:'é(‘.\ ‘ ]

OI\VAR \J

&."/ &= <

naturalbeachliving.com

1. Helps you learn new things 51. Variety of options
2. Go on an adventure without leaving your house 52. Keeps your brain busy
3. Expand your vocabulary 53. Can be great for bonding time
4. Learn from someone else 54. Helps you speak better
5. Sharpens your brain 55. Improves critical thinking
6. Helps you grow 56. Helps you feel smarter
7. Relaxes you 57. Learn something new
8. You can try different genres 58. Great for all age ranges
9. Helps your spelling 59. Easily portable
10. Makes you happier 60. Helps you sleep before bed
11. Increases worldview 61. Find inspiration
12. Helps you dream big 62. Helps your grammar
13. Makes you think 63. Improves your brain
14. Helps increase emotional intelligence 64. Builds self confidence
15. Lets you learn about new people 65. Inspires you to try something new
16. Kills boredom 66. Brightens your day
17. Shows you a new perspective 67. Shows you more than the movie
18. Challenges your perspective 68. Learn about your country’s history
19. Helps improve your writing 69. Gives you something to think about
20. Shows you what's possible 70. Makes you wonder
21. Helps you focus 71. Experience another culture
22. Improves conversational skills 72. Keeps you busy
23. Inspires you 73. Builds self esteem
24. Makes you a better leader 74. It's entertaining
25. Gives you fresh ideas 75. Stimulate your brain
26. Increases attention span 76. Great for self improvement
27. Helps you learn a new skill 77. Helps your communication
28. Makes history easier to remember 78. Can make you feel any emotion
29. Helps problem solving skills 79. Gives you something to discuss
30. It's fun 80. Makes you feel good
31. Helps spend time off electronics 81. Can help you meet new people
32. Increases reading speed 82. You can do it anywhere
33. Teaches you fun facts 83. Improve language skills
34. Inexpensive 84. Increases comprehension
35. Helps you appreciate new things 85. Helps with story telling
36. To explore new places 86. Learn how the world works
37. You get to visit the library more 87. Fuels your imagination
38. Encourages you to think 88. Makes you curious
39. Travel back in time 89. Improves your memory
40. Travel forward in time 90. Learn more about language
41. Travel to a new world! 91. Read at your own pace
42. Increases concentration 92. Challenges you
43. Helps with development 93. Boosts creativity
44. Develop empathy 94. Helps you tell stories better
45. Gives you something to do 95. Gives you something to talk about
46. Boosts brain power 96. You can read aloud
47. Helps you in school 97. You can read with a friend
48. Takes you on a journey 98. You can read by yourself
49. Relieves stress 99. There are so many good books
50. Temporarily escape reality 100. Because you can!
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World Book Day

We celebrated World Book Day at Brakenhale on Wednesday 1°t March. Year 7 and 8 were given the opportunity
to come into school in fancy dress as a character from a book and many staff joined in too!

During the day students enjoyed a bespoke English lesson together with a competition for 'best dressed' at lunch
in the library. Well done to everyone who took part! Here are some pictures of the awesome outfits we saw on the

day!

Students had activities on offer in the library throughout the day and a
bespoke English lesson where students were asked to introduce/describe a
character - have a look below at the excellent pieces of writing from the

day.

You would think a ghost was
talking but no, just a shy voice in
a confident girl. At first she
seems to be lifeless but as she
carries on talking you see a fun
visible side. thought to be shy
and kind to a loveable warrior at
heart, With white hair and a

Victim and i
unhygienic m
phucks out eye

10 swirllow 1
were crooked. This

1d and

psitisin

childlike smile she sits like a
SWarn,

J
need of somebod | mher than the
vadley of death surrounding it

]

I'm Wednesday, |
as truthful and

Snow, mountains, castles, in a world
where pain §s a blessing and an army of
ice is at your very throat. In a world
where the Oueen of the cold is in power
of the very weather. Who knew a child in

fury snow b ng blue vi 1l eyes.
that starts as k as the castle of

and a face a as a corpse, A girls
who's bad h s to her victory and
how while she's trapped In wcure box

doing
wouldn't &

o't read this. My pi
ling me right towar
polka dotled «
i jeans if 1 get m

L Ccrop top
ol today. |

when she wakes up tomaorrow her life
will change the Ursa Major hersell

swear | B

will ket

Muttida and 1ries
with & cupboord full of sp
w puts children she hates i

T'here hung Medusa,
of darkness. She had
heen g

collections ol O, i ( y tried
to stay the s, she was
¢ 4 lady, & bea She was a
o of Athena who he Het r
broken you would think 1«
no. Medusa was pure but was
God. This

v She tedt

i the Jews

( ded ta
fight Tor her posit that

Determination head as she drew
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Global Journalists

Students of all ages took part in this competition last
year for the first time and we have a range of
students taking part in it again this year, from Year 7
to 10. If you are interested and would like to take
part, please follow the link

https://theday.co.uk/global-young-journalist-

awards/

You can see Mrs Lewis in F10 too if you have any
questions. The deadline for entries is Wednesday
19 April.

National Storytelling Week — Week of 30* January

During this week, Mrs Lewis and Mr Coley ran
assemblies with each year group to share the
importance of reading and telling stories and how
we all write our own stories. During tutor time, a
range of different staff members shared their
stories. On Friday, students were read a section of
‘Lamb to Slaughter' at the beginning of each lesson
so by the end of the day the parts added together to
make a complete short story and their day was filled
with excitement and suspense as they waited for the
next section. What will the next chapter of your
story look like?

- BREAKING NEWS -
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Craft Club

Mrs Patel-Robinson, Teaching Assistant

The Friday craft club is going from strength to strength. This
term we have been trying out some new skills; for example,
we had a go at felt painting. We started off celebrating the
Chinese New Year by making calendars. The highlight of the
term was painting canvases for Valentine's day followed by
mandala painting on stones. Recently, we challenged the
students to construct a 3D structure using foam noodles.
This was well received, we had some fantastic creatures

created.

The club runs weekly every Friday from 3:05pm to 4:00pm
and it is open to all students. It is a fun club aimed at
helping students wind down and start off their weekend
with a positive mindset. All materials including biscuits and

a drink are provided.

&/
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Mrs Daniels, LRC Manager
World Book Day — Celebrated on Wednesday 1°* March

We had a display of previous world book day books and
activities for the students to take part in.

We had two activities on offer: create a character and design a
book cover. To create a superhero character they answered
questions using dice. Each characteristic had 6 options, aroll of = a -
the dice would decide how the character would progress, such ‘
as hair colour, super power, name and phobia. Students built =y : ———
their character and then they could design a book cover for the - — /

superhero they now had. ® {I
)

Lunch time saw a line-up of many of the Year 7 and 8 students [ ¢
who dressed up as a character from a book, it was fantastic to ' ' ,\Q , —
see so much enthusiasm. ] S S '

Careers Week — 6" to 11t March

We had a display during Careers week including laptops showing the National Careers week websites, many
quizzes, crosswords and word-searches and prospectus for Colleges and Sixth Forms for students of all years to
look at.

World Poetry Day - Tuesday 21 March

The Poetry display we put together to celebrate
this day included many poetry books and stories
written in poetic verse. UNESCQO’s (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation)
World Poetry Day is held every year on this date
to support, promote and celebrate one of
humanity’s most treasured forms of cultural and
linguistic expression.

Banned Books

We also have a “Banned Book” section; the books
here have all, at some point in their lives, been banned somewhere in the
world. Some books were banned for very odd reasons such as Animal Farm
and Alice in wonderland being banned for having animals that talk or The
Wizard of Oz being banned for Depicting women in strong leadership roles.

Identity Iden ty Weekly Meets

We meet at lunch time on a Friday )

Mrs D Lewis, English Teacher

We are currently planning our Pride event. If anyone knows of g e & b6 eeuld
any performers, speakers or ideas, please do get in contact e et 8 i ot o5 st
with Mrs Lewis via email dlewis@brakenhale.co.uk. We have POV o e
been making badges too! T Tt
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Inspires Project

Mr Coley, Deputy Headteacher

Over the past 10 weeks a group of Year 10 Students - Ishe, Elisha, Kacie, Megan, Davide, Ronnie, Darcie and Harry
- have been working with Reading FC and the Premier League to support a social action project.

Premier League Inspires is an education programme, introduced in 2019, developed by the Premier League and
professional football clubs. The programme is aimed at young people aged between 11-25 and brings together
learnings from previous PL programmes such as PL Enterprise, PL Works as well as the Prince's Trust Achieve
course.

Our students have worked incredibly hard to plan, prepare and deliver a pitch for a social action project. A few
weeks ago both groups delivered their pitch at Reading FC Stadium in front of Premier League representatives
and Reading FC management. One of these groups were the WINNERS! Congratulations to Ronnie, Ishe, Darcie
and Davide.

This week they have been back to Reading FC stadium to pitch their project again (virtually) to teams across the
country, who have been supported by other professional football clubs; the aim is to then over the coming weeks
complete their social action project with the ultimate goal of going to the Grand Final in the summer term at
Southampton FC.

We wish all of the students the best of luck, and if you see them promoting their social action project - get
involved and support them!

Well done to all of them and a massive thank you to Reading FC for their involvement, invitation and support.

SEN Update

Mrs J Fear, SENCo
GEMS — Autism & ADHD Support Service for East Berkshire

Please find below information regarding social sessions run by GEMS. These activities are for young people with a
diagnosis of, or who may have autism and / or ADHD. Please email GEMS to book a space on any of the activities.

SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 84.30PM TO 0PM 1ST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 6PM
TO8PM
Registration: Registration: )
oy v ] Criteria: V i o Criteria:
A t »‘“' ke with Sook | ¢ . ’ . aiee '
Activities | 700 8.0r Aupism B Activities T Bt Martai
D f’j
hJ 06/04/23 - Onfine- Create o sun catcher

04/05/23 - Online - King's Coronation cake decorating

01106723 - Online - Around the World quiz

Henheac - Fiiss . TAble top game o)
: ‘ .. SPIOA L wetn GRS iy Be sediael (0 changs
1 L AL RS e e Pk
itz Wie) B=-30Mest 2 O ‘ d

Mors Information (6 } 42 WOWH BEMEI t Y] More Information
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o 01739373 244/ 0000999 1347
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Safeguarding Update

Mrs T Gosling, Designated Safeqguarding Lead and Team
Free On-line Parenting Courses for Local Residents

Frimley Health and Care ICS has partnered with the Solihull Approach to sponsor FREE online courses developed by
psychologists and professionals.

These courses are designed to help parents/carers understand your child’s feelings, as well as focus on your own
feelings as you go through life as a family. You will also learn to understand the changes in your child’s development
and how to make the most out of each relationship.

These courses come highly recommend — they are for everyone, for everyday parenting. They don’t tell you how to
parent, that’s up to you. Instead, they give you a framework for understanding what might be going on and space
to think about how you want to respond. There are also courses just for teenagers.

https://solihullapproachparenting.com/online-courses-frimley/

[ T8 1] ourpiaced® [« B T
ONLINE course for FRIMLEY O‘(I'Iina course Yov Frirnvl.y ',""F_"'"“I', : Rt
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(for teenagers only!)’

* Have you noticed changes in your behaviour?
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[P
W INOUEA (o DA

And uosar 1he Dt code

* Do you slewp more than you used 167

* Want to know why teenagers are more
apen-minded? Your brain is changing!
Find out more!
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Plodin rote: Surtey resdunty must us
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Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 26/42


https://solihullapproachparenting.com/online-courses-frimley/

Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Lily-Jo Project Supporting Mental Health

We are working with The Lily-Jo Project this year to help support the T"& ONllNO
weulal keallh resounce

"DESIGNED IN ORDER TO

mental health of children. The site includes information and help on
common mental health issues and we wanted to signpost their resources,
including a free parenting resource with tips, tools, and articles created
specifically to support parents. o Vs X

You will find: Webinars, Blogs, Podcasts, Music and more!

www.thelilyjoproject.com/parents

Oxwell Student Survey

Our students took part in the OxWell Student Survey during tutor time, between 13th March and 21st March. This
is an online school-based study by the University of Oxford that directly asks students about their mental health,
well-being and school experience. Over 30,000 children and young people in England have taken part so far, and
we hope to have the results to share with you about our young people towards the end of the summer term.

Behaviour Support for Families

This support is for families struggling with their child’s problem behaviour.

Positive Behaviour Support Family Courses

Free-to-access online PBS courses for familiesicarers in Berkshire

Positive Behaviour Support for Families

Overview of PBS
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Aternatively, emsil: lom{@pbscoeparnbve org, uk Allernatival
PBS

Action for Happiness

Find out more information here:
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/ or download the FREE Action
for Happiness app for iOS or Android:

Active April: Movement can bring amazing benefits for our minds
and bodies — Let’s find ways to get moving and stay active and
healthy.

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility

mIOim



https://www.thelilyjoproject.com/
http://www.thelilyjoproject.com/parents
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/

Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Dear Year 7 Parents/Carers and Students

Best wishes,

We find ourselves at the end of another term and we are % of the way through your first year here at Brakenhale.
| would like to personally acknowledge each and every one of you for your individual successes and how you
have fully transitioned into secondary school. As a year group, the manner in which you conduct yourselves is
fantastic, you demonstrate this within your lessons and how you have fully involved yourselves in the wider
school community. | am truly excited to follow your journey and be part of your accomplishments. | am so very
impressed with the way you demonstrate our three core values; Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility, day
in and day out, in and outside of school.

Every two weeks in assembly we celebrate the tutor group with the highest achievement points. Please see
below the current score table. Well done to reigning champions.... 7R! This shows that everything you do counts,
every achievement point you receive goes towards your overall tutor achievement points.

Tutor Group achievement points:

7R 2938 7B 2423
7N 2843 7A 2363
7K 2711 7H 2660

It really is a pleasure to celebrate each and every golden ticket during every time they are issued. It is important
to recognise who is going above and beyond in their lessons. | would like to congratulate our top 5 golden ticket
winners since September 2022.

Daniel K 7N 220
Chantelle W 7A 192

Oliwier M 7N 185
David S 7R 162
Mia B 7H 161

Messages from tutors:

7B: I'm so proud of 7B and how they have grown since September. From shy, reserved Year 6s, 7B have become
a class of effervescent, self-assured, and positive individuals who have developed strong relationships and a
great sense of community. We've set goals as a tutor group, and I'm delighted that they recently surpassed the
one that we set together for attendance. Next up is our goal for house points and behaviour, and | am confident
that 7B will show the same energy, dedication and good humour that they demonstrate to me every day in order
to achieve this target. Miss Reggler

7R: The transition phase for 7R from primary school to secondary is highly admirable. | have been with them
more than a month now, they never cease to amaze me each day with their unique perspective towards school's
vision and values. They are keen towards strengthening their potential. They earn house points and golden
tickets in each and every lesson, which has never gone unnoticed. And the best thing | like about 7R is they're
always willing to lend a hand when needed; they're very kind. | am continually impressed by their results in
academics and sports events. Miss Bagga

7A: It has been a positive transition to secondary school for all students in 7A. The whole group has impressed
me by demonstrating that they could meet Brakenhale's school standards. | see acts of kindness on a daily basis,
individual's maturing and taking responsibility for themselves, and lots of examples of an 'aim high' attitude to
learning. The group is nicely bonded and we enjoy each other's company during tutor time each morning, setting
goals for the day ahead and staying positive when facing setbacks. | am really looking forward to seeing what
the future holds for such a diverse and talented set of young people! Mr Wells
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7K: What can | say 7K, you are all absolutely amazing. | cannot believe how fast this year is going and how much
you have all changed in such a short time. | love being your tutor and am so proud of you all for the way you
have embraced Brakenhale and all the opportunities available to you. In 7K we have such talented sports people,
dancers, actors, artists and academics. We have lovely kind and caring students where | regularly see such great
examples of what being a good friend is to each other. | have seen such resilience, bravery and determination
to get through the tough days as well as embracing the fun times and putting yourself out there with school
performances and sporting teams/events. Keep aiming high, keep being kind, inclusive, and awesome. Well done
for two fabulous terms, have a wonderful Easter and a well-deserved break. Mrs Faluyi

7E: 7E have come a long way since their first, tentative steps into Brakenhale in September! Personalities have
blossomed and their maturity and confidence has grown considerably over the past 6 months. | have thoroughly
enjoyed getting to know the members of 7E as individuals as well as a group, celebrating their successes and
having some really wonderful, uplifting conversations with them on a daily basis. Mr Budden

7N: The change between Primary school and starting Secondary school is massive! It can be challenging,
worrying, and exciting, but forms an essential part of everyone's individual journey. 7N have made this transition
look easy! They have had to learn to become more independent - taking responsibility for the equipment needed
day-to-day, familiarising themselves with lots of new faces (teachers as well as classmates), and navigating a
much larger and busier school. Despite a few hiccups along the way, 7N have worked together brilliantly as a
team. They have made strong friendships, had many positive interactions, and support each other daily which
has made the transition that much easier. They are an amazing group and have been a joy to get to know! Miss
Scott

7H: The progress of 7H has been astronomical! The shift from Primary school into Secondary school is huge; you
have to learn how to navigate a much larger school, bring in the correct books and Tools for Learning, and meet
all your new classmates and teachers - but 7H made it look easy. There were wobbles but they made close,
supportive friendships and worked well as a cohesive team, making the change so much easier. They've been
fantastic! Thank you. Miss Gooding

Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Mr Coley who has been our SLT lead since September. Mr Coley played a vital
part with your transition process into Brakenhale. | would like to thank Mr Coley for the support and guidance
that he has shown the students at Brakenhale, not only in Year 7 but across the wider community. | am sure
you will join me in wishing Mr Coley the best of luck for the future as he moves to a Deputy Headteacher position
in another Greenshaw school.

Final Message

As we begin the 2 week holiday please remember to stay safe. Spend some well-deserved time with your friends
and families. Please ensure you are school ready and your uniform is correct along with your tools for learning
for when you return. This ensures you are in the best possible position for learning.

Have a lovely break and come back ready to take on the challenges of your final term in Year 7!
Best wishes,

Miss Wilson, Head of Year 7 and the Year 7 Team
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Dear Year 8 Parents/Carers and Students

It's incredible that we are at the end of the second school term, with less than 4 months to go before you start
Year 9! As usual this is an opportunity for us as a Year team to showcase your successes over the last few weeks.

We are incredibly proud of the extra-curricular work some of you have taken part in. We have many cadets in
CCF who this last weekend took on the mammoth task of walking 800 miles as a group. We commend you for
your dedication to such a wonderful cause and for giving up your weekend and painful legs to help someone
else in need!

Louie D became the British Schoolboy Boxing Champion meaning he is the best in the country! What an accolade
and accomplishment! We are very proud of you Louie!

The biggest winners of golden tickets this term are: Josh E, Ren, Xae, Lily J and Ruby-Louise.

The biggest winners of house points this term are: Josh B, Ryan T, Kakun, Bodie, Tineale, Bella A, Ella J, Esosa,
Lewis A and Michael O.

Amazing work everyone - and keep up the hard word!

The leadership board between tutor groups has had some movement with 8E being taken off the top spot by
8A, and 8B have climbed to 6 place! We have 2 half terms to go until the final winner is revealed. Keep pushing
yourself to win house points and golden tickets as every little helps!

1st- 8A 5th - 8R
2nd - 8E 6th - 8B
3rd - 8N 7th - 8K
4th - 8H

We have had an extra push on attendance this half term and Miss Appleton and | set just over 40 of you a
challenge to improve your attendance. We have been blown away by your resilience and dedication to coming
to school every day, come rain or shine! We hope as we move into the summer and the warmer weather we will
have less illness and will be able to boost our attendance as a year group even more.

It truly is a pleasure to be your Head of Year and Assistant Head of Year and witness you maturing and becoming
kind, well rounded members of society.

Have a fabulous Easter. Take time to relax and spend time with your loved ones. We hope that you can come
back refreshed and ready to take on your last term as Year 8s!

Tutor Messages
8B - After another term filled with achievements and success, we have finally made it to Easter!

Thank you 8B for always listening intently during Tutor Reading, for coming up to me in the corridor during the
day to show off the excellent ways in which you have aimed high and earned yourselves Golden Tickets, and for
the way in which you have mastered "y=mx+c" in line up! It continues to be a pleasure to call you my form group,
and | love seeing the pride you have when you earn those house points, and show kindness to each other every
day. Make sure you find time to reflect on your achievements this term, and how you can make these even more
spectacular when we begin the summer term in a few weeks. For now, it is time to enjoy a well-deserved rest,
hopefully with some spring-like fresh air! Take care, and enjoy! - Miss Moore

8R - Well done for another fantastic term. You’ve all done really well so far and should be proud of yourselves!
Let’s get that lowest behaviour point trophy again this year! - Mr Futcher

8A - Congratulations for making it through another term at Brakenhale. We are officially one term away from
being in Year 9. I'm not sure about you, but | feel like this year has been flying by! Ensure that you get enough
rest over the next two weeks so that you come back to school refreshed and ready to grab the top spot for Year
8 house points. | know we can do it. Have a wonderful Easter break. - Mr Lloyd-Ahmed
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8K - You have been an amazing tutor group this term, it has been great to start and finish every day seeing your
enthusiastic and smiling faces first! Have a brilliant Easter break and | look forward to seeing you for the summer
term! - Mr Mavromichalis

8E - 8E you have all been amazing again this term. Well done for all of your hard work and efforts during this
time. | am very proud of you all trying your best at all times and always aiming high! - Miss Kaur

8N - You have had a great start to 2023. | am looking forward to this continuing for the rest of the academic
year. We currently have the 3™ highest house points in the year group, let's keep working hard to get to 1st
place. - Miss Whitehead

8H - Wow 8H another term has gone and when we return it will be the Summer Term!!!! When you all return
please bring some sunshine back with you! This term has been a productive one with some great ROA scores
from you all that makes me proud to be your tutor seeing and hearing how well you're doing and how you're
applying yourself. We have had a few absences this term sadly and I'm hoping that we can have a big push for
8H on attendance, Golden Tickets and attendance when we return. | will be bringing back some of our breakfast
/ sweet treat challenges to keep you all focused and looking to claw back towards the top of the tutor points
tally!! Finally, | hope you all have a great Easter and find time to spend with loved ones and make some good
memories that I'd love to hear about upon your safe return. So be safe, have fun and don't eat too many
chocolate eggs!!! - Mr Maye

Ms Douse, Head of Year 8 and the Year 8 Team

Dear Year 9 Parents/Carers and Students

Term two is now behind us and we are two-thirds of the way through the academic year. It has been an
important one for us as we have been focussing on making our GCSE subject choices, decisions that will have a
profound impact on our futures going forward. By the time you have read this, you will have made your choices
and you will be waiting to hear back in June as to whether these can be taken. As we relayed at the Choices
Information Evening, in the majority of cases, students are able to take their first choice subjects without bother.
However, as you can imagine, timetabling can be a very difficult game of chess and for some logistical reasons,
this may not always be possible. This is why we select reserve subjects as well. | look forward to reading about
which subjects you have picked.

This week | had the privilege of hosting our termly celebration and rewards assembly for Year 9, which is always
amongst my favourite parts of my role of Head of Year. We were able to highlight some great examples of
success both inside and outside of the classroom. Some out of classroom successes included those that took
part in our production of Matilda at the very end of last half term. Isabella, Maja, Zebi, Abby, Chloe, Jonathan,
Daisy, Annie, Bryony, Zoe, Gracie, Rylee and Sarah all had substantial roles in this production. | cannot begin to
express the pride | felt watching these students throw themselves outside of their comfort zones when | went
to see the show on the closing evening. It was an amazing show and | am already looking forward to the next
one, of which | am sure these students will seek to be involved in again.

We were also able to highlight two of our school success stories, the first being Jaya B and her Cheerleading
team, Kick Twist. They took part in the Allstar Cheerleading Competition last weekend in Nottingham where they
achieved first place. Another success was Bobby D, who took part in a competitive swimming competition last
weekend and had many successes. Bobby regularly trains 4-5 times per week and was able to smash PBs as well
as achieve a bronze medal for his hard work. As on-lookers, we often only see the success or the final outcome
that an individual achieves. What we do not see is the hours and hours of hard work, dedication and practice
that goes into these successes. All of these students mentioned above are shining examples of this and very
much personify our school values of aiming high and taking responsibility.
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Finally, we were able to recognise some of our in-school and in-class

. . Academic Excellence | Alekse K
successes by announcing some winners to our regular end of term award !

categories. | very much asked for heavy input from Tutors for this as it is | Most improved Term Lol
important to me that we recognise those that don’t always get the attention | Resilience Tillie H
and recognition they deserve. Sometimes by going about our day and doing | Above and Beyond Lexi S
the right thing, without having to ask, we can slip slightly under the radar. It | ge Kind | Ruby Mas-G
is important that we reduce this as much as possible and our end of term [, i""”*” .
awards are always a great opportunity to do that. Our winners are this term Yoke Responsitily | Ronme C
are here:

Spirit of Year 8 | Maja S and

I would like to thank Mr Coley on behalf of all of our Year 9 students and | SR

Year team for all of his support throughout our time at Brakenhale School.

Mr Coley played a large role in supporting us through our transition to Brakenhale and has been instrumental in
our successes ever since. As Mr Coley moves on to a new school (within the GLT family), we would like to wish
him the very best.

Finally, I would like to wish all of our families a relaxing Easter break. If you’re anything like me, you may have a
list of jobs around the house that need doing such as getting the garden ready for the Summer or clearing out
wardrobes! How ever you spend your Easter break, please be safe and ready to return for our final term of KS3
in a couple of weeks’ time.

Mr McKane, Head of Year 9 and the Year 9 Team

Dear Year 10 Parents/Carers and Students

What a great but busy term this has been for Year 10. With the exam content ramping up, students have already
been sitting exams to form part of their courses; Health and Social Care mounting up an impressive 12 hours in
formal examinations. Well done to each and every one of you for all of your hard work and commitment shown
so far.

This term we have been helping the students to prepare for the world that awaits them after school. Mrs Allum
(Careers Lead) has done a wonderful job in organising a “Drop down day” to really get our students engaged and
consider their career choices for the future. From CV writing, to investigating career options, topped off with
formal interviews, the day proved to be a real success. The highlight for us as a year team was seeing the students
come to life and speak passionately about what they want to do in the future as well as how they were going to
do it. Thank you to all of the students for really embracing the day.

Year 10 Success

There are so many successes and students that we could mention and we are proud of each and every one of
you. So here is a small selection below of this term's successes.

Achievement Points
Top 3 achievement points V) w";r é, w-“{- Top 3 achievement points
This year with 0 behaviour v“”‘“" *W' U’" This term with 0 behaviour
points " v : R ‘) e ""4""‘ points
Rohita VK (10K) 235 - q; ‘'t :; Rohita VK (10K) 152
Chanel C (10H) 234 @JMMV #y Caitlyn | (10R) 104
Caitlyn | (10 R) Toa | Mambaii gt % gl Sarah E (10N) 97
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Total achievement points this year Rank Order for attendance this
) term
E 4103 K
N 3659 B
H 3408 E
B 3342 N
R 3250 A
K 3093 R
A 3008 H

As Mr Coley has already mentioned, Ishe M (10B) has been involved in the Premier League Inspires Project,
working with Reading FC to fulfil a Social Action Project within the local community. He and nine other students
formed two teams who worked together to promote and share their project ideas - Ishe and his team WON! He
and his team will now create and implement the social action project, presenting it at a virtual event with the
aim to go to the final later this year at Southampton FC. Well done Ishe, his team and all who have taken part.

We are delighted to let you know that Daniela SC has been successful in the Young Writer's Integer competition
and will have her work published. For this, students had to write a story inspired by numbers.
Very well done to you, Daniela.

As a new term is just around the corner and a well-deserved break awaits you all, we would
like to wish you all a Happy Easter and we look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday
18™ April.

Miss Manning, Head of Year 10 and the Year 10 Team

Dear Year 11 Parents/Carers and Students

Well Year 11, not too many of these left before you leave us as a Year group and move on to new adventures
either in Sixth Form, College or on an Apprenticeship!

It has been, yet again, another busy half term for you with lots of different events going on. The biggest event
you have got yourselves through this half term was your second round of Pre-Public Exams. We know that these
exams are a stressful time for you but they will form a huge part of informing us and you about where you are
and what we can be doing to support you through the last few weeks we have before those exams start for real
in the Summer. We really hope that the results you have been receiving back truly reflect the hard work and
effort you put into making these as successful as you possibly could. If you are pleased with your results then it
is now about maintaining what you have been doing and looking for some marginal gains to really push those
results further. If you are not too pleased with how you did, take some time over Easter to reflect on where you
can make small improvements to your revision that could lead to increases during the Summer exam period.

There are 4 school weeks left before the start of your summer exams which begin on Monday 15" May. This
means there are 18 school days, or 90 lessons remaining. Time is now running out and you need to make sure
that you are making the most of every single one of those lessons as your teachers are busy planning these final
few vital lessons for you. Now, more than ever, it is really important that you are attending school every single
day and attending every single lesson. These last few weeks will be the most important and will really help you
go into the Summer exam season feeling confident, so please do not squander these last opportunities to be
with the experts of the subjects you are taking.

This half term you have had several outside speakers all come and impart their knowledge and give you their
bits of advice on how to be successful. We had the Life Skills Company come in and deliver the other revision
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strategies that evidence shows work at helping retain knowledge and lead to great outcomes. Make sure that
you are following their advice and varying the revision techniques you are utilising
to keep it as exciting as you can, and remember some of these strategies will work
better for certain topics and subjects than others. You will need to be flexible with
how you are approaching this. We also had a session from Miss Burden who
delivered a workshop on managing stress, in particular exam stress. We hope you
found this useful and will be able to employ some of the strategies she gave you.
Hopefully it’'ll make the summer exams that little bit easier to navigate through.
We also had Hezron Brown come in and deliver his motivational story about seizing
every opportunity as you never know where it could lead to. A huge thank you to
those that stayed behind on a Friday to listen to him, | found it quite inspiring
myself so please do take on board his message and make the most of every
opportunity you are given.

One such opportunity is the Easter School that we will be running for you as Year 11. Some teachers are giving
up part of their holiday to come into school and deliver targeted lessons for certain students. If you have been
invited in, then please do turn up and make the most of this opportunity. It has been designed to help you
achieve the best that you can. It is also worth Prom Points, so if you are a few short, this is the perfect way to
make up some additional points.

In addition, school is open almost every day for a University-library-style vibe of revision in the canteen - we will
have snacks, spare flash cards and other revision materials, and a calm quiet space to revise - sign up here and
come along in your own clothes with books to revise, from Monday 3™ to Thursday 6™ and Tuesday 11*" to
Thursday 13" April, from 10am to 2pm.

Easter is one of your final opportunities to ensure that you have all your revision materials in order, so do take
some time over this period to get yourself ready for the final push. It is also a perfect opportunity to also get in
some serious study, even if it is a few hours every day. The short time pain of using some of your holiday to
prepare will manifest and long term gain when you go into those first exams feeling confident that you are going
to smash them because of all the hard work you have done.

As always, you have been smashing this year and we are now into the home straight, keep the focus and effort
and you are going to be successful this summer.

Have a great Easter!

Mr Hilton, Head of Year 11 and the Year 11 Team

Dear Sixth Form Parents/Carers and Students

It has been a busy, yet rewarding term. We really appreciate and commend the efforts that students have put
into their studies. We are officially two thirds of the way through the academic year — the time has flown by!
Entering the spring season means that we are greeted with brighter mornings and later sunsets. This is certainly
something to be grateful for and an indication that the warmer weather is slowly approaching. That said, we are
not in ‘summer mode’ just yet, as exams are right around the corner!

Well done to all the Year 12 and 13s who completed 2 weeks of PPEs. Once again you represented the school in
an exemplary manner. If you were awarded with the grades you were hoping for — excellent work! This is a clear
demonstration that resilience, hard work, and commitment pays off. If you did not do well on your papers, we
hope you have recognised where there are gaps in your learning, and have created a revision plan moving
forward. Speak with your teachers, ask them for advice, and attend the extra revision sessions being offered. At
the end of the day, these were simply mock exams, so there is still time to make those marginal gains before the
real thing.
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Equally, remember that revision can be undertaken in many different ways. Some of the possible methods are
included here. Find a technique that works for you, and employ it! If you require any support with this, please
come to see someone in the P16 team.

On the topic of aspirations and aiming high, this term provided Year 12s with the
opportunity to visit one of the best universities in the world — Cambridge. Students
were given a taste of university life when they visited Selwyn College. After an
introductory presentation on university applications, current Cambridge students
took Year 12s on a campus tour and answered questions regarding university life.
Students then had the opportunity to dine in a university hall, followed by a visit
to a Science or History museum. Finally, students ended by day with a Q&A session
undertaken by university tutors and current students. It was a long, but very
informative day. University planning will begin when we return from the Easter
holidays, so we hope that his trip helped you reflect on where you see yourself in
the future and the path you want to pursue.

Easter Holidays and A-Levels/BTECs

You should be spending a significant amount of the Easter holidays Map It h Journey It Index It
revising for your upcoming exams that are just around the corner. Please [=m | -
ensure you have a revision plan and stick to it. Some teachers are giving i’-f» == &

up their time to run extra revision sessions - this is because they care and ‘ | | o
want to see you do well. Attending these sessions will aid your resultsin | q_‘g[}/ I » ‘Q’l“";':'f’"h':" _Jeachkt
the summer. The canteen will also be open between 10am and 2pm el = \,‘_"_"_'fj"‘ ZC.?"Q
Monday to Thursday for quiet, independent revision. Please do use this = l %' g

space if you need it. That said, please take some time to relax and do Fiplt | Timeline It I Slng It
things you enjoy. It is important for your mental health to get outside and | Sy | svibes e e
take your mind away from the pressures of your upcoming A-levels and 0 ‘ NAAD> T S};
BTECs. It is so important for you to take care of your mind and body. You _ ,

can’t pour from an empty cup. In other words, you can only do your best Recordlt | Postht Comic It

when you are at your best. Self-Care matters! ;.;::":.D :u;"r:. z lé;?—’f—‘ﬁ"é%
On the topic of self-care, thank you to all P16 students who completed ot o =

the Countdown to Exams survey. Feedback is a gift and the best way to support you is knowing how you are
feeling, as well as what you need from us. Miss Loj and Miss Manlay will be sitting down to discuss the results
of the survey and creating a plan of action moving forward in the lead up to exams. If you have any questions,
or would like to discuss how else we can support P16 students, please come to have a conversation with us.

Preparations for the Year 13 are well underway. Thank you to the Sixth Form Leadership for all of the work that
will go into making this a really special evening. This year we will be holding Prom at The Hilton, St. Anne’s Manor
in Bracknell. More information regarding prices and payment will be released soon, so watch this space!

At this point in your lives, you are becoming young adults who are looked up to and can make a difference within
your community. As the role models of this school you carry a real responsibility in the tone and presence you
set. Please remember this.

We look forward to welcoming you back for your final term in 2 weeks’ time.

Have a lovely holiday. @%@@ﬁ

The Sixth Form Team: Ms Manlay, Head of Sixth Form; Ms Loj; Head of Year 12 & 13
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School Houses and Housepoints

Pastoral Team
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School Dining Hall U ey ©

CANTEEN PRICE LIST

Mr Asran, Chef Manager - kitchen@brakenhale.co.uk

.. A .

The School Dining Hall is open daily for all students as follows:

7.45-8.30 Breakfast which includes:
Fresh Fruit / Yoghurt bar / Cereals / Bacon or
Sausage Rolls / Danish Pastries / Hot Chocolate

10.50-11.20 Break-time

13.10-2.00 Lunch-time

3.05 Any unsold food may be purchased at half price by
cash or account

Sample menus are available on our website in the Parent Zone.
There is a 3 week menu rotation. Please note, due to delivery issues
that are being faced nationally, we may encounter delays to some
products. If so, there may be slight alterations to menus

Free School Meals

There is an online platform to make this process easier and simpler
and we would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to register.

Please complete your details on this form, even if you have applied TS
unsuccessfully in the past, or if you believe you are not entitled to

additional funding. The system re-checks details every term and will automatically update our records if your status
changes.

If you would like any help with applying you are very welcome to come into school and we would be happy to assist
you with an application.

Check Eligibility for Free School Meals

It is worth applying for Free School Meals entitlement even if your child does not require a school lunch because
entitlement to this benefit comes with an automatic reduction in the cost of school trips (in the UK) and may also
entitle you to receive financial assistance with other school related expenses.
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School Reminders

School Office
Student Contact Information

Please ensure that you keep the school updated with any changes to your contact Schmlcomms
details, especially email addresses and mobile phone numbers.

We use schoolcomms messages to keep you updated on information regarding your students. If for any reason you
are not receiving our messages, please call the school office and we will be happy help.

If we do not hold any email contacts for you, this will result in a delay to you receiving messages as paper copies
will need to be sent home by post.

School Gateway App

This app provides you with the opportunity to be able to view your child's SChCOlgateway
achievements and check their weekly timetable.

If you have any problems accessing information, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.
Biometrics

We use fingerprint scanning at school as a safe a secure way for students to take their books from the
library and also to purchase their food from the canteen. If your child has not had their fingerprint
taken, they can do this take by going to the Library during break or lunchtimes. They will need to
have a consent form completed and signed before the fingerprints can be taken.

Please contact the school office for more information.

ParentPay
ParentPay is the easiest way to make payments for your son/daughter’s lunch money and any (;)
trips your child will be attending. If you do not currently have a login for ParentPay, please —

contact the school office who will be able issue you with details. If you are experiencingany ParentPay
problems with your account, please contact us.

Please ensure that sufficient money is added to your child’s dinner money account and accounts are kept in credit
to enable students to purchase their food.

Cycling to School

Student safety is really important to us.

At Brakenhale we welcome our students cycling to school. It is good for the environment and also for their health.
In addition, Bracknell has numerous safe cycle paths that students can use to avoid busy roads as much as
possible. We have a secure area to keep bikes but also ask students bring a lock to offer further security.

We encourage all students wear a bike safety helmet, use the bike store and ride their bike in a safe manner.
Furthermore, all bikes ridden into school must be deemed road worthy and safe with working brakes. This also
applies to scooters. Please note however that electric scooters are not permitted.

Ready for School and Uniform

Please ensure that students are ready for school each morning with all the tools for learning and other equipment
and kit that they need for the day.

Getting into the habit of preparing uniform and school bag the night before is a really good idea to keep students
organised. Please encourage your child to take responsibility for themselves, it is a valuable life lesson and good
practice for the future.
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Please remember to name all items. Any lost property items not collected by the end of each term will be
disposed or given to charity.

BRAKENHALE 0
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A Hgh | Se Gnd | Tebhe Resporsisdty LEARMING TRUST

| Correct School Uniform ]

Plnn outdocr cost.
Dk cotrured (Black, grwy,
eyl ony

BRAKENHALE @
SECOND-HAND © 9

UNIFORM & PE KIT STORE

Black Brakenhals School
Uaser

Optional Brsbeshale schosl
e

Wirte shart tuched in,
tuttoned ot the reck

Schocl Tie, T %0 be Soucteng
the wasmond

Plain biack tlored trousen
Cr
Brakariwde Schocl skrt,
Bradovhale Logo 10 be wisibia
o o tiees.

Flan trkle heigh socks (Black,
white. swrey o grary only).
Or
Ploin black tights,

LY FIIRNNR.

Plan polsrable biock shoos
Bleck vemers are oot
permitiad.

o //;_

Sraharrwie school Deg

Perciogs Nads and Jewsllery
Orm umad stucd n Se sar lobe onty Nods shoukd be natursl i sppesiocs
No faciel piercings permitted Jurveaary st ba limited %5 coe weatwanch

#nd cne plain ring
¥ l'lq

BRAKENHALE ~
-~

DO YOU HAVE

ANY UNWANTED or
OUT-GROWN

UNIFORM or PE KIT ?

Please email enquiries to:

SecondHandSale@brakenhale.co.uk w

£2 peritem " « Blazers £5 /|

Avallable for students to collect from the Makes 553 should e rmtira| 1 sppeeranca
LRC Book Room: 8.45am to 8.55am
and Break Time

‘t; m.}k LT 1\ mn
" TP n u? '-Eh

ALL DONATIONS
GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

Pleise bring 1o main 1eception er
the K53 Heed of Year office

@ Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 38/42 @



Brakenhale School News 10.02.23

Could we please remind students and visitors to
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at Break and Lunch
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& MUGA
pitches,
climbing wall,
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Somewhere
quiet to read
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homework!

Indoor
and
Outdoor
seating
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Bats £5
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Brakenhale School Lottery

Thank you to everyone who has
signed up to our school lottery.
We are continually looking to
increase new members each
month, so if you have not
signed up yet now is your
chance to do this.

There is a weekly draw in which
you could win a prize
(approximately £20 depending
on participants, which
increases the more members we have). Plus you have a weekly chance to win up to £25,000.

There is also a chance to win restaurant vouchers this summer.
Click on the link today and join up:

Support the Brakenhale Lottery You have to be in it to win it!

Brakenhale School

SR < 7 My ERME o
oc‘. Mg‘”" " Brakenhale School

RECYCLE

YOUR OLD CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES,

We collect old clothes, shoes and
accessories to help raise money for
the school.

Collect your unwanted items and bring
them in to school in a black bin bag or
other plastic sack.

We have 2 large red receptacles at the
front of the school to collect them in.

Please contact Sarzh Hartley at the school if you
have any questions,

shartley@brzkenhale.co.uk

Thank you for supporting our school!

r"_

Brakenhale Schodl, Rectory Lane, Bracknell
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Term Dates for this Academic Year

Please find below our Term Dates for this academic year 2022/23, updated with the additional Coronation Bank
Holiday.

Term Dates 2022-23

SPRING TERM 2023
Wednesday 4" January — Friday 315 March 2023
Spring Holiday: Monday 3™ to Monday 17™ April 2023
(Good Friday 7" April, Easter Monday 10% April)

SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17" April Inset Day
Tuesday 18" April — Wednesday 19t July 2023
Summer Half Term - Monday 29" May to Friday 2" June 2023
(May Bank Holidays Monday 1%, Monday 8" [NEW] and Monday 29" May)
Thursday 20" and Friday 21°t July 2023 Inset Days
Summer Holiday: Thursday 20™ July 2023

INSET Days Thursday 1° and Friday 2" September 2022
Tuesday 3™ January 2023
Monday 17" April 2023
Thursday 20" and Friday 215t July 2023

Please check the school website regularly for current information.

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates

Please visit our website for more details: ‘
BRAKENHALE: https://brakenhale.co.uk/about/vacancies/ ¥ GREENSHAW

NI LEARNING TRUST
VACANCIES
~_
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Term Dates 2023/24

Please find below our Term Dates for next academic year 2023/24.
Term Dates 2023-24

AUTUMN TERM 2023
Friday 1°t and Monday 4™ September Inset Days
Tuesday 5" September — Friday 15" December 2023
Tuesday 5" — Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 only - Wednesday 6" — All Students
Autumn Half Term - Monday 23" to Friday 27" October 2023
Christmas Holiday: Monday 18" December to Monday 1° January 2024

SPRING TERM 2024
Tuesday 2™ January Inset Day
Wednesday 3™ January — Thursday 28" March 2024
Spring Half Term - Monday 12" February to Friday 16" February 2024
Spring Holiday: Friday 29™" March to Friday 12" April 2024
(Good Friday 29" March, Easter Monday 1t April)

SUMMER TERM 2024
Monday 15" April Inset Day
Tuesday 16" April — Friday 19" July 2024
Summer Half Term - Monday 27" May to Friday 31t May 2024
(May Bank Holidays Monday 6" and Monday 27" May)
Monday 22" and Tuesday 23 July 2024 Inset Days
Summer Holiday: Wednesday 24 July 2024

INSET Days Friday 1°t and Monday 4" September 2023
Tuesday 2" January 2024
Monday 15 April 2024
Monday 22" and Tuesday 23™ July 2024

Please check the school website reqularly for current information.

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates
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