
 

 
Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 1/13 

 
 

 Brakenhale News 

 

 

Thursday 28th March | Happy Easter 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students 

It has been a fantastic half-term, getting to know your children and meet 
yourselves. There have been some incredible achievements and 
successes, which are included in this newsletter. The students have 
worked extremely hard, particularly our exam groups, and we are very 
proud of the determination they have demonstrated. Congratulations to 
those who were recognised within celebration assemblies and reward 
events.  

I hope to see you at our upcoming open days and thank you to those of 
you that have volunteered your time to help launch a parent forum. 

I hope you enjoy a wonderful holiday with your children. For those in 
Years 11 and 13 please encourage them to attend the holiday revision 
classes. 

Mrs Douglas, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Dates 

Easter Holiday 

Friday 29th March to Friday 12th April  

Monday 15th April 

Inset Day 

Tuesday 16th April 

Start of Summer Term for Students 

Monday 22nd April 

Year 8 HPV Injections 

Thursday 2nd May 

Year 12 Progress Evening 

Monday 6th May 

Bank Holiday 

Thursday 9th May 

Year 7 Progress Evening 

Wednesday 15th May (tbc) 

Year 8 Progress Evening 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May 

Summer Half Term 

(Please note that dates may be subject to change) 

 
 

 

 

 

 Rewarding Students 

Mr McKane, Assistant Headteacher 

Our ‘Golden Ticket’ is given out in every lesson, every day, to recognise and reward students.  Furthermore, we 
regularly hold reward events with the Headteacher. 

Celebration Breakfast with the Headteacher!  

Well done to all those students who were invited to the new weekly Celebration Breakfast with Mrs Douglas on a 
Friday during Tutor time. 

These students all fulfil our values of Aim High, Be Kind and Take Responsibility and Mrs Douglas is very proud to 
offer this treat and to meet with them in this way.  
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Fun Factor End of Term Events 

Students have been collecting their conduct points all term and were rewarded on Tuesday 
26th March with their celebration events: 

• The top 10% Gold winners went to Go Ape with a pizza lunch too. 

• The Silver winners were treated to a selection of inflatable activities in the sports 
hall, including a large bouncy castle, bungee run and assault course. 

• The Bronze winners settled down with their popcorn for a cinema experience, 
watching Super Mario Bros  in the main hall. 

    

 Maths 

Miss C Hateley, Head of Maths 

International Pi Day – Thursday 14th March 

On Pi Day students came along to Maths to celebrate by reciting as many digits of pi they 
could memorise.  

They did not disappoint! We had some incredibly impressive recitals. Pixie H memorised 50 
digits, Lilly S 60, Amber W and Kakun G 100, Mishela K 120, Grace C 124 and Ahmed Rizwan 
an outstanding 250! Amazing! 

Thank you so much to all the students that came along. It was a lot of fun.  

 

  
Humanities 

Miss D Bunkell, Head of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Residential History/RS Trip 

On Thursday 8th and Friday 9th February, at the end of last half term, our Year 9 students were offered the chance 
to extend their learning on a London History and Religious Studies residential trip. 

Over the 2 days students visited the Imperial War Museum, the Jewish Quarter, a Synagogue, a Buddhist Temple 
and a Mosque.  They stayed overnight in Harrow and on the Thursday evening were treated to a performance of 
Wicked at the Apollo Victoria Theatre.  Everyone had a wonderful time. 
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Science 

Mr Woods, Head of Science 

British Science STEM Week 

British Science Week is an annual ten-day celebration of science, technology, 
engineering and maths. This year, Science Week ran from Friday 8th March to Saturday 
17th March and the theme of this year’s Science Week was ‘time’. 

During science lessons Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were set the challenge of making a 
pendulum that could be used to keep time. Our young scientists needed to observe 
how a pendulum works, identify ways that they could change this, measure the effect 
of their changes and report on their findings. We had some fantastic observations 
made and a lot of examples of brilliant scientific thinking.  

During lunchtime our scientists were invited to come into the labs to observe and take 
part in some enthralling demonstrations of microscopic moss safaris, imploding cans, singing fire and of course the 
obligatory large fireballs.  

This was a great week for the scientists of Brakenhale to utilise the skills they have learned in our lessons. 

 

     

  



Brakenhale School News  28.03.24 
 

 

 

 
Aim High | Be Kind | Take Responsibility 4/13 

 
 

 

 PE and Extra Curricular 

Mrs Lazarczuk, Head of PE, Mr Maye, Second in PE and PE Team  

This term has been a busy one with Extra Curricular clubs still running where we have been able to due to the busy 
Football Fixture period! We have seen netballers still, workouts in the Gym, Footballers still training when there is 
no game and lots of bouncing, somersaulting students in the trampoline centre! 

The Football Season so far: 
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At the time of writing there are only a handful of games left to go. All students involved have shown great attitude, 
commitment and teamwork in every game! Representing the school to the highest standards as well as showing 
respect to opposition and each other, upholding the ME in PE skills they have learnt. Year 7 finish against EP, Year 
8 also have EP and the girls Team have a County Cup Quarter Final and a couple of League games still to play with 
the Year 9 Boys having completed their season currently sitting in 2nd place awaiting final games to see if they 
progress for another Semi Final. 

When we return from Easter Break we are into our SUMMER (hopefully the weather too) Sports programme! So 
please look out for what you will be participating in PE, but with the great British 
weather please ensure you are still coming dressed for the weather! 

In addition we will be starting our summer program for Extra Curricular Club so 
look out what's on offer the first week back! 

Have a great Easter Break, and remember to remain active to work those 
Chocolate Eggs off! 

Cheerleading Championships 

Well done to Brooke E in 7R, along with Mrs Bradley’s two daughters, Poppy and 
Belle, who competed at the ICC Cheerleading Championships in Guildford earlier 
this term with their Legacy Allstars teams.    

Two of Brooke's teams and two of the Bradleys’ teams placed second, winning 
trophies and a bid to Battle of the Champions in Nottingham in June (where the 
best of the best battle it out to become ultimate champions).  

 

 Creative Arts 

Miss T Wilhelmy,  
Head of Creative Arts 

 

Food Technology 

Year 7 had their first practical lesson 
this term and had great fun, learning 
cutting techniques and using their 
creative skills to create different 
shapes. 
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Performing Arts 

Mrs Millard, Head of Performing Arts 

Lift Off Dance Festival 

Some of our Year 10 GCSE Dance students 
took part in the Lift Off Dance Festival on 
Saturday 16th March at South Hill Park's 
Wilde Theatre.  Lift Off is a local authority 
dance festival that showcases dance 
groups from a variety of ages, disciplines 
and backgrounds.   

The contemporary performance exploring 
the world of dreams and nightmares was 
performed as part of the evening 
showcase and was very well received by 
the sold out audience. Students gained so 
many new skills and so much confidence 
from performing and we are so proud of 
them for being part of a longstanding local 
dance tradition.  
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Spring Dance Showcase 

On Wednesday 27th March, as a fantastic end to the term on the penultimate evening, the Performing Arts team 
and students put on an incredible performance, thoroughly enjoying themselves and playing to a packed audience. 

 

 

 

 

 Careers @ Brakenhale 

Mrs K Allum, Careers Lead  kallum@brakenhale.co.uk 

It’s been a wonderful term to see students from all year groups be so receptive and engaging to our careers related 
activities. Each student is so individual and has so much potential of their own, making them aware of their unique 
strengths and interests helps for a great career ahead. Our aim is to connect them to their most suited and matched 
career, whilst using our values to help them on their journey - Be Kind – Take Responsibility - Aim High.  

I always encourage students and their carers/families to look at the opportunities on the Padlet I have created; 
mostly free opportunities that could really give our students a more holistic approach to careers.  Please also 
remember our Brakenhale Careers website has plenty of information, quizzes and tools to use. Getting as much 
careers exposure really does put our students in a strong position for the future.  

This is what each year group has been up to this Term: 

Year 7 had a tutor time focused activity around Challenges and rewards of work. They had a careers assembly with 
more guests planned for next term.  
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Year 8 had a day dedicated to careers, which involved DHL, the Global 
Logistics Giant, talking through what it is like to work for their business 
and the types of roles they hire - all high level inspirational information. 
Screenwriter, Tom Keenan and Music Composer, Kelly Buckley also talked 
to students about their very own careers. Students spent time with their 
teachers going through a Careers Booklet and a teacher-led lesson on 
‘transferable skills’ was provided. The focus was to get them thinking 
aspirationally about what jobs would suit their transferable skills. 

Year 9 had an extended assembly focusing on careers with guest speakers 
from Brakenhale Sixth Form, Bracknell & Wokingham College and DHL representing Apprenticeships.  

Year 10 had a full careers day which focused on writing their curriculum vitae (CV) and 
interview training. The afternoon was spent completing thought provoking Post-16 related 
questions and attending an interview with an external guest from (ideally) a career or 
industry that they are interested in working in. We also had Kris Hatton from Complete 
Academy give a talk on ‘unleashing your potential.’   

On Wednesday 7th February some of our Year 10 Business Studies students went to Porky 
Whites (sausage making factory) and learnt more about how a business runs and what 
careers help it to be successful. Students had a speed networking event with the following 
departments; social media, marketing, accounts, production and sales. We had a tour of the 
factory and can confirm the sausages are so tasty! 

All Year 11 students should have completed their first, second and third choice Post-16 option. If you haven’t then 
please ensure this is done over the Easter holiday. I always encourage every single Year 11 student to have the 
following options:  

• Option for their predicted grades  
• Option for their better than expected grades  
• Option for them getting less than expected grades or not even sitting the exams due to chickenpox! Even 

for grade 9 students, life can get the better of us sometimes, and we all must have a plan A, B and C.  

For Year 12 and 13 it's a busy time with post-18 applications and planning. Our careers partner FSP have just 
launched their Apprenticeship vacancies - please look at their fantastic opportunities for Year 13 leavers 
www.fsp.co/careers/  * Apprentice Data Analyst * Apprentice Software Developer * Apprentice Support Analyst * 
Apprenticeship in Marketing *  

 

 
Attendance 

Attendance Team 

Our 
Attendance Team: 

Gemma Powell - SLT link and Assistant Headteacher 

Michelle Harries - Attendance Officer 

Stephanie Wade - Attendance Administrator  

At Brakenhale School we firmly believe that all students benefit from outstanding school attendance. We are 
extremely proud of our student’s attendance each and every day and we want to continue to maintain these high 
standards. 

We expect that all students will:  

• Attend school every day that the school is open; 

• Attend school punctually;  

• Attend school appropriately prepared for the day.  

http://www.fsp.co/careers/
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The legal framework 

Regular school attendance of children of compulsory school age is the responsibility of the parent/carer and is a 
legal requirement in accordance with section 444 (1) of the Education Act 1996. Parents/Carers are committing 
an offence if they fail to comply with this legislation and legal action can be instigated. 

There are 190 school days in the year and we expect students to attend school every day that the school is open. 

We know that illness is unavoidable and to be expected but knowing whether students are going to be absent from 
school and the reasons for any absences is an important part of safeguarding.  

Parents/carers who have day to day responsibility for the children and young people must the following: 

• Encourage regular school attendance and be aware of their legal responsibilities. 

• Ensure that the child/children in their care arrive at school punctually, prepared for the school day. 

• Years 7 to 11: Contact the school office before 9.00am on the morning of each day of the student's absence 
by our preferred option to report your child absent or notify us of an appointment - My Child at School 
app- MCAS. Please note that any 'unexplained absences' will be treated as unauthorised absence. 

• Provide medical evidence where the illness/absence is frequent or long term. *If the illness is longer than 
four days we will require medical evidence to be able to authorise the absence. 

• Make all non-emergency medical appointments during the school holidays (see term dates above) or out 
of school hours. Medical evidence of these appointments during the school day should be provided ie. 
medical appointment card and the school will need to be notified no later than 24 hours in advance. It is 
expected that students attend either side of medical appointments. 

• Punctuality is highly important. The school gates close at 8:35am. If students arrive after 8:35am, they will 
be required to go through the School Office and marked with a L – late mark and receive a sanction. 
Please note that the registers close at 9:30am. Students who arrive after this time will be marked with a 
U – unauthorised attendance mark. 

We understand that there may be rare occasions when you are unavoidably late due to unforeseen circumstances. 
On these occasions please make sure that you contact the school office to inform us when the child will arrive.  

At Brakenhale we are committed to supporting students to achieve and maintain good attendance and punctuality. 
We celebrate students with 100% attendance at the end of every half term/term. 

Special Leave Request 

All holidays and days out taken during term time will be marked as unauthorised absence and will be recorded on 
your child’s attendance record. The school will authorise absence in exceptional circumstances only and evidence 
will be required. Please complete our online form to request any exceptional absence in advance. Each 
circumstance is considered and you will be notified of the outcome via email.  Unauthorised absence will incur a 
penalty notice issued by the Local Authority.   

Please click here for the Brakenhale Attendance Policy. 

Useful attendance links for information: 

DfE: Everything you need to know about school attendance 

DfE Why is attendance important  

DfE: How to improve your child's attendance and how to get support 

Please click here for our term dates. 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgGlftqKFFU6uFUZ7doa7DMV0vsIcllGs8l7LzUGt76bNqYA/viewform
https://www.brakenhale.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=534&type=pdf
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/09/02/back-to-school-week-everything-you-need-to-know-about-school-attendance/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/improving-school-attendance/?_rt=MXwxfGF0dGVuZGFuY2V8MTcxMTEyMjI3NQ&_rt_nonce=f38a1f7c0d
https://www.brakenhale.co.uk/info/school-life/term-dates
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Support for Parents 

Safeguarding Team 
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 Catering 

Mr T Asram, Chef 

In the last couple of weeks we have introduced our new Grab & Go menu and after Easter the 2 week Summer 
menu will be in operation. 

Please see below for more information: 
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 Disabled Parking Spaces 

School Office 

We would like to remind all school site users that the disabled bays at the front of the 
school are for blue badge holders only, or those with temporary discretionary 
permission from the Headteacher. 

Please ensure that these spaces are kept clear and avoid parking in or blocking them so 
that they can be used by those in need. 

There are visitor parking bays along the service road. 

 

 

 Cycling to School 

School Office 

We would like to remind all students that the pathways in the school 
site are for pedestrians only.  Cyclists should dismount at the gates 
and push their bicycles along the paths. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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 Our Vision and Values 

 

AIM HIGH  BE KIND  TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 

“The greater danger for most 
of us lies not in setting our aim 
too high and falling short; but 
in setting our aim too low, and 

hitting our mark.”  
Michael Angelo 

  “It takes courage to be kind.”  
Maya Angelou 

*** 

“You’re braver than you believe, 
stronger than you seem and smarter 

than you think.” 

 “Coming together  
is a beginning; keeping 
together is progress;  
working together is  

success.”  
Henry Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term Dates 2023/24 

 

SPRING TERM 2024  SUMMER TERM 2024 

Spring Holiday: Friday 29th March to Friday 12th April 
2024 

(Good Friday 29th March, Easter Monday 1st April) 

 Monday 15th April Inset Day 

Tuesday 16th April – Friday 19th July 2024 

Summer Half Term - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st 
May 2024 

(May Bank Holidays Monday 6th and Monday 27th May) 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July 2024 Inset Days 

Summer Holiday: Wednesday 24th July 2024 

  INSET Days 
Monday 15th April 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July 

 

Please check the school website regularly for current information. 

Bracknell Forest term dates can be found on their website:  
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates 

http://brakenhale.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/brakenhaleschool/?sk=wall&rf=110067429016401
https://twitter.com/Brakenhale?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/142577
https://www.greenshawlearningtrust.co.uk/
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates

